Ramban
Multiple Truths and Alternative Facts in the Torah

Rabbi Moses ben Nachman (Ramban, Nachmanides) was born in Gerona, Spain in 1194, and
died in Israel, 1270. Ramban was the outstanding Torah authority of his generation. After he left
Spain, his famous disciples, Rashba and Rabbi Aaron Halevi (to whom the Sefer Ha - Chinuch is
often ascribed), took over as spiritual leaders of Spanish Jewry. Ramban's multifaceted literary
activities included commentaries on the Bible and Talmud, halachic codes, responsa, works on
mysticism and philosophy, and sermons. In 1267, in the aftermath of a public debate with the
apostate Pablo Christiani, which was forced upon Ramban by the king and Christian clergy of
Catalonia, and decided in favor of the Christians from the outset, Ramban was banished from
Spain. At age 73, Ramban took the difficult and dangerous trip to Israel and fulfilled his life's
dream of settling in the holy land. There Ramban restored the Jewish community in Jerusalem,
which had previously been destroyed by invading Tartars. Accordingly, Ramban is considered
the father of modern Jewish settlement in Jerusalem. Like Maimonides and many other Spanish
rabbinic scholars, Ramban was a practicing physician.

1. Ramban’s Introduction to the Torah
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In the name of the great and awesome God, | will begin to write my insights to the Torah with
fear and trembling. | pray and confess with a broken heart and spirit.

| ask forgiveness with bowing and kneeling until my vertebrae stick out.

My soul knows with clear knowledge that an ant eggs compared to the heavens is bigger than my
understanding of the hidden secrets of the Torah.

But, what can | do, my heart yearns for Torah, it is like a consuming fire in my heart and organs.
To go out following the earlier rabbis, that group of lions, the powerful geniuses of the
generations.

To enter into the same room as them. To write about the Torah explanations and midrashim, in
the laws and the stories, encompassing and guarded.

I will set as my light the pure candelabra, the explanation of Rabbeinu Shlomo, the desired and
glorious crown and, crowned with knowledge of Scripture, Mishna, and Gemara, to him is the
right of the firstborn. In his words I will speak, | will be passionate with my love for them, I will
discuss and examine all of the explanations and midrashim that he mentions.

And with Rabbi Abraham Ben Ezra we will have open rebuke and hidden love.



And the God that I exclusively fear, may He save me from the day of wrath and guide me on the
straight path...

2. Ramban’s introduction to Bereshit
YR DOTNNT NYT P77 DOIWRIT A7 ATINR 2AR L7700 W0 129032 027 ORI WK 71 IR YT 0
DOVTYRY DOYEWY 2729V 02727 N¥PAY OUWO2 027 TIWAYY ,2°TYIN NINAWA 221702 2URPI LM M9AT
DTRY DOPOR VA 230 2w I RYNAN 1100201 137 10 9 .0
And now, see what I will respond to those asking why I’m writing this commentary to the Torah.
| will act as the earlier ones, to calm the minds of the students, weary of exile and troubles, who
read the parsha every week and on holidays, to draw their hearts with explanations and some
pleasant words to those who understand. May the graceful God, show us grace and bless us, and
may we find grace and wisdom in the eyes of God and man.
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And I, behold, bring a faithful covenant, giving fitting advice to everyone who looks in this
book, they should not logically analyze or think about any of the hints that I write in the secrets
of the Torah. For | am faithfully saying that they will not understand my words, except through
the mouth of a wise Kabbalist to the ear of an understanding Kabbalist.

3. Bereshit 10:8-9
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Cush also begot Nimrod, who was the first man of might on earth. He was a mighty hunter by
the grace of the LORD; hence the saying, “Like Nimrod a mighty hunter by the grace of the
LORD.”

4. Rashi there
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Mighty in causing the whole world to rebel against the Holy One, blessed be He, by the plan he
devised for the generation that witnessed the separation of the races (737577 117) to build the

Tower of Babel (Genesis Rabbah 23:7).
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He ensnared the minds of people by his words, misleading them to rebel against the Omnipresent
(Genesis Rabbah 37:2).

5. Rashbam there
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On the whole world, And likewise in the Book of Jonah it describes Ninveh as a big city to God,
meaning in the whole world of God there was no city as Nineveh.



6. lbn Ezra there
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Don’t seek a reason for all names, if none is giving in the text.
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He began to show the strength of humans over anumals, for he was a trapper.
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The meaning of “Before God” is that he would build altars and offer the animals as sacrifices.
This is a peshat. And the drasha is something else.

7. Ramban there
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He ensnared the minds of people by his words, misleading them to rebel against the
Omnipresent... This is the explanation of Rashi and this is the opinion of our Sages. But Rabbi
Abraham explain the opposite according to Peshat... And his words are incorrect, for he is
making the wicked righteous, for our sages knew his wickedness through received tradition. It
seems correct to me that he began to rule with might over people. He was the first king, for
before his days, there were no wars and no kings ruled.... And it speaks about his power, for he
was a powerful hunter to overpower the animals and to trap them. And it says “before God” to
stress that there was no one under the heavens that was like him in strength

8. Bereshit 1:29-30
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God said, “See, I give you every seed-bearing plant that is upon all the earth, and every tree that

has seed-bearing fruit; they shall be yours for food. And to all the animals on land, to all the

birds of the sky, and to everything that creeps on earth, in which there is the breath of life, [I

give] all the green plants for food.” And it was so.

9. Rashi there
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Scripture places cattle and beasts on a level with them (human beings: that is, it places all alike
in the same category) with regard to food, and did not permit Adam to Kkill any creature and eat
its flesh, but all alike were to eat herbs. But when the era of the “Sons of Noah” began He



permitted them to eat meat, for it is said, (Genesis 9:3) “every moving thing that lives should be
for food for yourselves ... “even as the herb” that I permitted to the first man, so do “I give to

you everything” (Sanhedrin 59b).

10. Ramban there
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He gave to Adam and his wife every seed-bearing herb and all of the fruits of the tree. To the
animals of the land and the birds of the heaven, he gave every grassy herb, not the fruits of the
tree or the seeds. Their food is not for all of them together equally, but until the Noahides, they
were not allowed to eat meat, according to our Rabbis. This is the simple meaning of the verse.
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This is because the owners of the moving soul have a bit of an elevation in their souls; they may
be compared in it to the intelligent soul, having a choice in their good and their foods-, and
fleeing from pain and death. Indeed, the verse says (Kohelet 3:21), “Who knows whether the
spirit of man goes upward and the spirit of the beast goes down into the earth?”
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When they sinned, and every flesh corrupted its way upon the earth, He decreed that they would
die in the Flood, and because of Noach they were saved, in order that the species might survive,
so He gave them permission to slaughter and eat, that this might serve for their survival.
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Nevertheless, there was no permission given to them [to partake] of the soul, and He forbade
them [to eat] a limb from a living animal. Similarly, He added for us the commandments to
forbid every type blood, because it maintains the soul, as it says (Vayikra 17:14), “For the soul of
every flesh, its blood is in its soul.”

11. Bereshit 12:10, 20
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There was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to sojourn there, for the famine
was severe in the land... And Pharaoh put men in charge of him, and they sent him off with his
wife and all that he possessed.

12. Ramban Bereshit 12:10
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Behold, Avraham went down to Egypt due to hunger, to live there temporarily in order to save
his life in the days of drought, and the Egyptians exploited him without cause to get his wife, and
the Holy One of Blessing avenged them with great afflictions, and brought him out from there
with cattle, silver and gold, and Pharaoh had commanded men to send him. And it is a hint from
him, since his children went down to Egypt because of hunger to live temporarily in the land,
and the Egyptians did evil to them and took their wives, as it says (Exodus 1:22) “And every girl
you shall let live,” and the Holy One of Blessing avenged them with great afflictions until they
were taken out with silver and gold and sheep and cattle, with many possessions, and they
pressed them to be gone from the land. Not a single incident that befell the father didn't befall the
children... And you find that everything that was written regarding Avraham was also written
regarding his descendants: regarding Avraham it is written and there was famine in the land,
regarding Israel it is written this is already two years of famine in all the land.
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And you should know that our father Avraham committed a great sin unintentionally, in which
he brought his righteous wife to stumble into transgression because of his fear of getting killed,
and he should have trusted God to have saved him, his wife and all that was his, because God has
the power to help and to save. Also, his leaving the land of which he had been commanded at the
beginning due to famine, this was a transgression that he committed, because God would have
saved him from dying in a famine. And because of this deed it was decreed that his seed would
be in exile in Egypt under the hand of Pharaoh.

13. Shemot 2:23-25
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A long time after that, the king of Egypt died. The Israelites were groaning under the bondage
and cried out; and their cry for help from the bondage rose up to God. God heard their moaning,
and God remembered His covenant with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. God looked upon the

Israelites, and God took notice of them.

14. Ramban there
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This is correct according to the peshat, for at first He was hiding His face from them, and they
were devoured by slavery but at this point God hears their cry and sees them. This means that He
did not hide His face anymore; He acknowledges their pain, everything done to them and
everything needed for them...
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According to the truth, this verse has one of the greatest secrets of the mysteries of the Torah...
and this verse is explained in the Midrash of Rabbi Nechunya ben Ha-kaneh. You will
understand it from there.

15. Bereshit 35:16, 19
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They set out from Bethel; but when they were a kivra of land away from Ephrath, Rachel was in
childbirth, and she had hard labor... Thus Rachel died. She was buried on the road to Ephrath—
now Bethlehem.

16. Ramban there
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Rk Rban!
Menachem says that “kevir” is a long walk... We see with Naaman (in Il Melachim) “He went
away from him a kivra of land.” | therefore say that it is a measure of land. — these are the words
of Rashi. And what is correct is that which Rabbi David Kimchi says, that the “kaf” is not part
of the word, but it is a preposition. And we find the word as in “they became like food for them”
and “let her serve me bread” [both examples use the root bet.reish.hey] referring to a small
amount of food eaten in the morning. And it’s meaning is that it is a distance of land that a
person can walk from the morning until breakfast, for that is how all travelers measure.
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This is what | wrote initially. But now that | have merited to come to Jerusalem, praised God, |
have seen this with my eyes, and | see that the distance between the grave of Rachel and Beit
Lechem is less than a mil. And behold, this rejects the above approach, and also the words of
Menachem. But, it is a distance, as Rashi said.



