Lag Baomer: Celebrating the Mystery
Rav Jared Anstandig AAOM
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Rabbi Akiva says that the verse should be understood as follows: If one studied Torah in his
youth he should study more Torah in his old age; if he had students in his youth he should
have additional students in his old age, as it is stated: ”In the morning sow your seed, etc.”
They said by way of example that Rabbi Akiva had twelve thousand pairs of students in an
area of land that stretched from Gevat to Antipatris in Judea, and they all died in one period

of time, because they did not treat each other with respect.
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And the world was desolate of Torah until Rabbi Akiva came to our Rabbis in the South
and taught his Torah to them. This second group of disciples consisted of Rabbi Meir, Rabbi
Yehuda, Rabbi Yosei, Rabbi Shimon, and Rabbi Elazar ben Shamua. And these are the
very ones who upheld the study of Torah at that time. Although Rabbi Akiva’s earlier students

did not survive, his later disciples were able to transmit the Torah to future generations.
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With regard to the twelve thousand pairs of Rabbi Akiva’s students, the Gemara adds: It is
taught that all of them died in the period from Passover until Atzeret. Rav Hama bar Abba
said, and some say it was Rabbi Hiyya bar Avin: They all died a bad death. The Gemara
inquires: What is it that is called a bad death? Rav Nahman said: Diphtheria.
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They said about Rabbi Akiva that 12 thousand pairs of students of his died during one period of
time because they did not treat each other with respect. And the world was desolate without
Torah until he came to our rabbis in the South and taught them: Rabbi Meir, Rabbi Shimon,
Rabbi Yehuda, Rabbi Yossi, and Rabbi Elazar ben Shamua. And these are the very ones who
uphelp the Torah at that time. And these students mentioned here, they all died between Pesach
and Atzeret, and there is a tradition in the hands of the Geonim that on the 33rd day of the Omer
they stopped dying. And we therefore have the custom not to fast on it. And we also have the

practice of not marrying from Pesach until that time.
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The custom is not to get married from Pesach to Shavuot. Not because there is a prohibition, but
because we have the custom to practice mourning for what happened at this time to 12 thousand

pairs of students of Rabbi Akiva for they did not act with honor towards one another...
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However, the practice in France and Provence is to get married from Lag Baomer and on. And |
heard in the name of Rabbi Zerachia of Girona that they found in an old Spanish manuscript, that
they died from Pesach until “pros atzeret.” And, what is “Pros Atzeret?” As it says in the
Talmud, one studies the laws of Passover before Passover 30 and a half days. And, 15 days

before Shavuot is Lag Baomer.
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We have the practice not to get married between Pesach and Shavuot, until Lag Baomer, for
during that time the students of Rabbi Akiva died. But to get engaged is permitted and one who
went ahead and got married we do not punish him. Hagah: However, from Lag Baomer and

beyond, everything is permitted.
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We have the practice not to cut hair until Lag Baomer because that’s when they stopped dying.
And one should not cut hair until 34, in the morning.... Hagah: In these lands, we do not have
this practice, rather we cut hair on 33, and rejoice and don’t say tachanun. And one should not

cut hair until 33 itself, not the evening before.
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Know that there are numerous practices about this. Some practice this prohibition immediately
after Pesach until Lag Baomer, and from then on weddings and haircuts are permitted, for in the
Midrash it says 15 days prior to Shavuot they stopped dying. And, that leaves 34 days of
mourning. And, officially the prohibitions last until 35 of the omer, but we say “part of the day

is like the whole day.”
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And, there is another practice the prohibition lasts even after lag baomer until Shavuot, or until

the 3 days before Shavuot, for according to the basic read of the Talmud the deaths continued



until Shavuot, and only on Lag Baomer itself they stopped dying and it is permitted on that day
to get married and get haircuts for that day is accepted for us as a holiday and we celebrate on it.

And, they say that on that day no one died, at all. And after, they resumed dying.
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On these days between Pesach and Shavuot it is established among all of Israel for many years as
days of judgement and mourning because in this short time 12 thousand pairs of students of
Rabbi Akiva died, as writted in Yevamot. And also, we find that the major decrees in years past

that took place in France and Germany were during these days

bbi Shi hai
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At this time, relatedto the practice of going to the grave of Rashbi and Rabbi Eliezer his son in
Meiron on Lag Baomer, I saw my master’s practice for the last 8 years to go with his wife and
household and he would stay there 3 days. Ris testified for me that one year before I met him he
went to cut his sons hair and rejoice on that day. Rabbi A. Halevi told me that he would recite
the “nachem” prayer and one day my master told him in the name of Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai
is buried there, who told me to tell this man why is he reciting nachem on the day of my
rejoicing. Therefore, he will receive consolation soon. And, it was no more than a month that

his son died and indeed he received consolation on him. And, the reason is that Rashbi died on



Lag Baomer, for he was one of the students of Rabbi Akiva, mentioned above, who died during

the counting of the omer.s

8. A Printing Mistake and the Mysterious Origins of Rashbi’s Yahrzeit

In the first printed edition of the Peri Etz Chaim, which was printed in 1782 (p. 101a), it does not
say that at all. Instead of saying “she-meit” (that he died) it has a very similar, but entirely
different word, samach (was joyous). The letter chet was apparently confused for a tav in the

later version, causing the whole mistake!
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He hold that this days is a quasi holiday, an even the Mincha before. And we frequently call it
the wedding [death] of Rashbi... And they say that this is the day that he emerged from his cave.
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In truth, I am in wonderment, for the day of the death of a tzaddik one fasts. How could we
make a festival on the day of the death of Rashbi. And on the death of the greatest creation,
Moses, we make 7 Adar every year [a fast day]. And, if the Zohar considers it his wedding, that

is certainly a day of rejoicing for him, but he abandoned us.


https://seforimblog.com/2011/05/printing-mistake-and-mysterious-origins/
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I also saw in the Aubraham who quotes Rabbi Zerachia who found in an old book “pros atzeret.”
And it seems that this is the correct version in the Talmud. And that which we rejoice on Lag
Baomer it’s possible that Rabbi Akiva, who was major teacher of Torah, taught 24 thousand
students who died and the world was barren, and on Lag Baomer he began teaching Rashbi,
Rabbi Meir, Rabbi Yossi, etc... And he illuminated for them that the Torah would return and

therefore we rejoice. And, they also say that the anniversary of Rashbi’s death is Lag Baomer.
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But, to make a holiday on a day when no miracle occurred, and is not mentioned in Talmud and
other authorities in any place, and the hint of a hint is that we don’t eulogize and fast, it is

custom, but we don’t know its meaning.



