The Dual Nature of the Seder
Rabbi Jared Anstandig

1. Mishna Pesachim 10:5
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Rabban Gamaliel used to say: whoever does not make mention of these three things on Pesah does
not fulfill his duty. And these are they: the pesah, matzah, and bitter herbs. The pesah because the
Omnipresent passed over the houses of our fathers in Egypt. The matzah because our fathers were
redeemed from Egypt. The bitter herb because the Egyptians embittered the lives of our fathers in
Egypt.
In every generation one is obligated to regard himself as though he personally had gone forth from
Egypt, because it is said, “And you shall tell your son on that day, saying: ‘It is because of that
which the Lord did for me when I came forth out of Egypt”.

2. Maimonides Laws of Chametz and Matzcha 7:6
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Anyone who has not said these three things on the night of the fifteenth has not fulfilled his
obligation, and these are them: The Passover sacrifice; matsa; and marror. The Passover sacrifice
for the sake of (to commemorate) that the Omnipresent passed over the homes of our ancestors in
Egypt; as it is stated (Exodus 12:27), "And you shall say, 'It is the Passover sacrifice to the Lord,
etc." Bitter herbs [to commemorate] that the Egyptians embittered the lives of our ancestors in
Egypt. Matsa [to commemorate] that they were delivered. And these thing are called Haggadah
(Recounting).

In every generation, one must show himself as if he personally had come out from the subjugation
of Egypt; as it is stated (Deuteronomy 6:23), "And He took us out from there, etc." And regarding
this, the Holy One, blessed be He, commanded in the Torah (Deut. 5:15, 15:15, 24:22), "Remember
that you were a slave" - meaning to say, as if you yourself had been a slave, came out to freedom,
and were redeemed.
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3. Exodus 12
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(12) And I will pass through the land of Egypt on that night, and I will kill every firstborn in the
land of Egypt from man to beast, and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments, I am
Hashem. (13) And the blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are, and when I see
the blood I will pass over you, and no plague will come upon you to destroy you, when I strike the
land of Egypt.

4. Rashi Exodus 12:6
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They, however, possessed no divine commands in which to engage in order that they should merit
to be redeemed... He therefore gave them two commands, relating respectively to the blood of the
paschal-lamb and the blood of the circumcision... they were sunk in idolatry and had no merit
gained by the practice of a divine command, He said unto them withdraw your hands from idols;
and take unto yourselves a lamb" to fulfil a divine command.

5. Rabbi Dovid Tzvi Hoffman Exodus 12:13
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The Passover offering needs to be like a Thanksgiving offering, specifically for being saved from
death in the Death of the First Born, since in Egypt there was a death in every household, therefore
there needed to be a Passover offering for every household. And, furthermore, it’s not like the
future Passover offerings — which are a Thanksgiving for being saved from Egypt — The Pascal
offering in Egypt was also a prayer that they should achieve salvation, and that’s why it was offered
at dusk, before the coming of the Plague of the First Born.
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6. Deuteronomy 16:3
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You shall eat no leavened bread with it. You shall eat unleavened bread with it seven days, even

the bread of affliction; for you came forth out of the land of Egypt in haste: that you may remember

the day when you came forth out of the land of Egypt all the days of your life.

7. Rashi 16:3
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The bread that calls to mind the affliction to which they were subjected in Egypt
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And I am amazed at that idea of dipping the Matza in the charoset. I have bever seen this or ever
heard such a practice. And, is it possible to do that? Because Matza requires reclining, as it is a
memory for freedom, and the charoset is to remind us of the mortar and slavery, and how could
you combine freedom and slavery, since they would cancel each other out.

8. Haggadah
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This matsa that we are eating, for the sake of what [is it]? For the sake [to commemorate] that our
ancestors' dough was not yet able to rise, before the King of the kings of kings, the Holy One,
blessed be He, revealed [Himself] to them and redeemed them, as it is stated (Exodus 12:39); "And
they baked the dough which they brought out of Egypt into matsa cakes, since it did not rise;
because they were expelled from Egypt, and could not tarry, neither had they made for themselves
provisions."

9. Siftei Chachamim Exodus 16:3
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For in a brief moment they were all redeemed — their dough did not even have time to rise
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10.Haggadah
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This marror [bitter greens] that we are eating, for the sake of what [is it]? For the sake [to

commemorate] that the Egyptians embittered the lives of our ancestors in Egypt, as it is stated

(Exodus 1:14); "And they made their lives bitter with hard service, in mortar and in brick, and in

all manner of service in the field; in all their service, wherein they made them serve with rigor."

11.0r HaChayim Exodus 12:8
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The plain meaning of the verse seems to be that the roasting of the lamb whole is a symbol of
freedom. Freedom means wholeness. The requirement to eat bitter herbs with it is natural;
Egyptians used to eat roast meat with something pungent as this enhanced the taste of the meat
and enabled the person who ate it to thoroughly enjoy his meal.
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12.Mishna Pesachim 10:1
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On the eve of Pesah close to minhah one may not eat until nightfall. Even the poorest person in
Israel must not eat [on the night of Pesah] until he reclines. And they should give him not less than
four cups [of wine], and even from the charity plate.

13.Bereshit Rabbi 88:5
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Rav Huna says in the name of Rabbi Benaya: [The four cups] correspond to the four languages of
redemption in Egypt, “I will take them out,” “I will save them,” “I will redeem them,” “I will take
them”

14.Pesachim 108b
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Rabbi Yehuda says: It must have the taste and appearance of wine.

15.Rashbam Pesachim 108b
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Appearance — that it is red.

16.Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 472:11
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It's a mitzvah to seek red wine (if the white wine is not better) [Tur]

17.Turei Zahav Orach Chaim 472:9
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There is a hint to the blood that Pharaoh would spill Israelite blood. But, nowadays we refrain
from taking red wine because of the lies of the non-Jews.
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18.Pesachim 116a
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The mishna states: Rabbi Elazar, son of Rabbi Tzadok, says that eating saroset is a mitzva. The
Gemara asks: What is the nature of this mitzva? The Gemara answers: Rabbi Levi says: It is in
remembrance of the apple, as apple is one of the ingredients in aroset. The verse states: “Who
is this who comes up from the wilderness, reclining upon her beloved? Under the apple tree I
awakened you” (Song of Songs 8:5), which is an allusion to the Jewish people leaving Egypt. And
Rabbi Yohanan says: The haroset is in remembrance of the mortar used by the Jews for their




slave labor in Egypt. Abaye said: Therefore, to fulfill both opinions, one must prepare it tart
and one must prepare it thick. One must prepare it tart in remembrance of the apple, and one
must prepare it thick in remembrance of the mortar.

19.Rashi Pesachim 116a
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In rememberance of the apples- That the Israelite women were having children there, without
sadness, so that the Egyptians would not know.

20.Rabbi Shimshon Raphael Hirsch Genesis 45:11
The crucible of exile, through the suffering of oppression, refined and purified all segments of our
people, developing in them a sense of equality and brotherhood.



