
MAZAL TOV
Oscar Timm  
on his Bar Mitzvah and 
Jake Timm  
on his Bar Mitzvah  
(New Sanctuary)

CANDLE LIGHTING 
Friday 7:52pm 
Saturday 8:53pm
TORAH (page 351) 
Exodus 6:2 - 9:35
HAFTARAH (page 370) 
Ezekiel 28:25 - 29:21

SHABBAT SERVICES 
Erev Shabbat 
• 6:15pm - Evening 

service  
(New Sanctuary)

Shabbat Morning
• 9:00am -  

Masorti service 
(New Sanctuary)

              _________________

Morning Minyan 
Weekday morning 
minyan will return  
on 3 February with 
the World Wide Wrap 
(details on the next 
page.)

Thank you to the Timm 
family for sponsoring the 
kiddush.

SHABBAT BULLETIN
Shabbat Va-era 4/5 January 2019 • 28 Tevet 5779

The Courage To Stand Up

In a few weeks in the United States, the Birthday of Martin Luther King, 
Jr. will be commemorated. He is remembered for his heroic stand against 
injustice and demand for civil rights for all. His courage to take on the 
establishment and change it irrevocably altered the fabric of not just the 
United States, but perhaps the world. While the States still reverberates with 
the echoes of his powerful and eloquent words, there remains much work still 
to be done. He was driven by a need to correct wrongs he perceived in the 
world around him, to challenge things that were accepted and force people to 
take a long hard look at the order of things.

In this week's Parasha, Va-era, we read about the next chapter in our Exodus 
story. The first of the seven plagues are introduced. What is the purpose of 
the plagues? With all of God's power, could not God have simply taken the 
Israelites out of Egypt without all the suffering and destruction of the ten 
plagues?

If they are simply seen as a punishment, why ten times? If the purpose of 
punishment is to point out and correct bad behaviour (such as punishing a 
student for not doing their work or misbehaving in class) why does the text 
point out that God's purpose was more than simply correcting Pharaoh's bad 
behaviour? Several times in fact, God says something to the effect of I am 
doing what I'm doing "in order that you should know that there is none like 
the Lord, our God (Exodus 8:6)."

Perhaps this could help shed light on why all of Egypt is made to suffer 
through the plagues and not just Pharaoh. The objective was not simply to 
punish, or simply to have God's name made known, but both. They are not 
mutually exclusive.  There are certain standards of behaviour that we as a 
society demand. There could not be a functioning community if we did not 
all adhere to those norms. Yet, simply adhering to those standards is not 
enough. From time to time, it is incumbent on us to point out people or 
events that do not live up to those norms. The people of Egypt did stand up 
and demand better treatment of the Israelites and thus, to a level, they are just 
as culpable as Pharaoh. Our standards and humanity dictate that we must 
not rejoice in their suffering, but we must also understand why they are being 
punished.

These plagues then serve as a reminder that when we observe an immoral 
behaviour, it is our duty as Jews and more importantly people in a society to 
speak out. The plagues are a warning of what might happen if we loose our 
moral compass. Everybody, from the leaders down to the lowest member of 
our society, have an obligation to stand up for what is right and just. Failure 
to do so will lead to the downfall of our society.
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Martin Luther King, Jr saw this and could not simply stand by and do nothing. He stood up, lent his 
voice and openly and willingly paid the price including prison and ultimately, his life. He inspired and 
continues to inspire many through his example.

I pray that this week we find the courage to stand up when we see injustice, for all of us to lend our voice 
and to constantly maintain our vigilance in order that we may continue to improve our society and never 
become complacent in our pursuit of justice.

Shabbat Shalom,

Rabbi Rafi Kaiserblueth

WORLD WIDE WRAP

Sunday, 3 February 2019 

Join with our people. Participate in the Mitzvah. Experience the 
Wonder and Joy of Tefillin. 

There’ll be extra sets and personal tefillin trainers to help you 
through the process. 

Afterwards, please join us for a delicious bagel breakfast and 
learning session.

Male or female, first timers or old hands - join us and be a part 
of this lovely experience.



 Jewnatal

 Calling all expecting couples, regardless of whether this is your first, second or more!
 Join Rabbi Rafi Kaiserblueth for a series of informal sessions, designed as preparation for birth in a    
 Jewish context.

 This is also a wonderful opportunity to meet those who are about to welcome a new bundle of joy in 
 their lives.

 The next series begins on Sunday, 10 February 2019, from 3:00pm - 4:00pm. 
 Please call the office on 9389 6444 for details.

WHAT’S ON

Kef Kids - Fridays from 4:00pm-5:30pm
Kef Kids is an educational program for children in years K–5 - an exciting, fun way for kids to 
connect with Judaism and their community.  Kef Kids will return in Feb 2019.

Conversations about Israel - every Monday from 10:00am-11:30am 
Every Monday, join Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins or guest speakers to examine the complex issues facing 
contemporary Israel.  This series will return on 14 January 2019.

Learn (or improve your) Hebrew in 2019
Classes resume Monday evenings  

starting February from 6:00pm-7:00pm
Whether you are wanting to learn your aleph-bet,  

read the siddur or lead a service we have a class for you.

Register now at emanuel.org.au/engage/learn_hebrew



  IN  MEMORY

 Stephen Adler (Peter Adler)
 Bella Arenson (Elana Leigh, Belinda Levy)
* Gerald Ball
* Gina Benjamin 
 (Susan Benjamin, Rose Benjamin, 
 Barbara Benjamin, Isabel Benjamin)
* Emanuel Berkman 
 Richard George Bernard 
 (Winsome Bernard)
 Angela Bloch (Basil Kaplan)
 Arkadi Bronfentrinker 
 (Leon Bronfentrinker)
 David Carpenter (Dinah Danon)
 Linda Clayman (Ian Mansell)
* Ray Corrick
 Galia Dan (Tova Goldstein)
 Ileana Emanuel (David Emanuel)
 Lena Faivel (Jeffrey Klein)
* George Isidor Falinski
 Alex Frankl (Peter Frankl)
 Laura Freedman (Roberta Freedman Smith)
 Rebecca Glass (Garry Glass)
 Mark Gofman (Gennadi Gofman)
 Shya Gold (Diane Berner)
 Jeffrey Goldberg (Benzion Goldberg)
 Robyn Gorell (Graeme Mendelsohn)
 Bona Hadjes (Myriam Romano)
 Shmuel Hammerman (Claire Chester)
* Alfred Harris
 Bernard Peter Hirst (Ralph Hirst)
 Edith Hofbauer (Robert Hofbauer)
 Len Hoser (Philip Hoser)
 Richard Immergluck (Yvonne Perczuk)
* Samuel David Jancovich
 Sima Kameneva (Leonid Kamenev)

 Lazerus Karabelnik (Abirah Lifschitz)
 Jessie Kerlander (Steve Kerlander)
 John Kingsbury (Annie Kingsbury)
 Ferdinand Klinger (Helen Klinger)
 Fay Lawrence (Yittah Lawrence)
 Sandra Lazarus (Mark Lazarus)
 Leon Lehrer (Carolyn Crawford, Gus Lehrer)
 Steve (Zvi) Leivenzon (Rochelle Leivenzon)
 Sarah Levy (Mary Aston-Levy)
 Fanny Linker (Maurice Linker)
* Ida Menash (Andre Menash)
 Bertha Mintz (Peter Mintz)
 Diana Pazaky (Edward Davis)
 Hyman Penn (David Penn)
 Bea Pincus (Judy Pincus)
 Lolek Ramler (Dean Ramler)
 Hyman Raphael (Kenneth Raphael)
 Max Reich (Richard Grant)
 Margaret Reismann (Peter Reismann)
 Dorian Ritterman (Fritzi Ritterman)
* Babette Rosenmann
 Bernard Louis Sanig (Michael Sanig)
 Susan Selby (Alex Selby)
 Bernard Silberstein 
 (Agnes Silberstein, Paul Silberstein)
 Leonard Singerman (Deborah Singerman)
 John Sirmai 
 (Geoffrey Sirmai, Joy Sirmai, Michael Sirmai)
* Siegfried Sternberg
 Charles Trief (Anita Zweig)
 Margarete Weiss (Richard Weiss)
 Lutz Hans Wertheim (Viola Wertheim)
 Robin Diana Wilson (Lavinia Fuller)
 Samuel Wingerin 
 (Elana Leigh, Belinda Levy)

There are mourners in our community to whom we extend our sincerest sympathies on the 
death of their loved ones.

Shiva: Mildred Teitler, Hettie Angel, Amos Oz, Henriette (Jetty) Jaszsagi
Shloshim: Federico Perdon Rafanan, Aubrey Krawitz, Bobby Nair, Susanna (Szuszi) Denes, 

Ronald Munz, Herman Eisenberg
 

  This week we observe the Yahrzeits of (observed by):                            * Memorial Light  

Shoah Remembrance: Eugenie Hirsch was born in Darmstadt, Germany in 1880 and 
lived in Bavaria, Geremany, until she was murdered in the Shoah.


