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Animals or just lower than angels?
Are we animals or just lower than the angels? A little bit of each, according 
to our tradition, which teaches that we are physically the same as animals 
but intellectually and morally superior to them.  As our tradition has 
evolved, so too has a discussion about our greater similarity to animals – and 
therefore what is the “ideal” form of kashrut, or fit manner of eating.  In 
parasha Re’eh, the laws of what animals are “tahor”, pure to eat, and which 
are “tamei” or forbidden, is repeated.  The land animals that are “tahor” 
must chew the cud and have a cloven hoof, the pure sea animals must have 
fins and scales (NB, all fish that have scales have fins, so it is the former 
characteristic that is determinative), and only birds that can be domesticated 
are “tahor”.  It seems that the Torah suggests that our superiority to animals 
enables us to eat them.  Yet, nearly all the laws of kashrut are to limit our 
eating of animals.  Is eating kosher animals an ideal or an accommodation 
to human nature?
All evidence indicates that one of the things that has distinguished the 
human animal from the other primates is our ability to kill animals and eat 
their flesh.  Perhaps the development of human civilization stems from our 
being carnivores.  Again, the mythic stories of Torah hint that this might be 
the case – after the disaster of the flood, the Noah story describes humans as 
over and against animals: “the fear and dread” of us is upon all the animals.  
The question with which we must grapple is what is the ethical approach 
to animals.  We are clearly animals – if we are to be “a little lower than 
the angels” we must look at them with eyes that are not merely human but 
humane.
Many traditional rabbis look back to the opening story of the Torah, the 
beginning of all life in the imaginative Garden of Eden and say that the 
ideal human relationship to animal is to recognize the sacredness of all 
life, and not to consume animals at all.  That story teaches that we should 
eat a vegan diet: “See, I give you every seed-bearing plant that is upon all 
the earth, and every tree that has seed-bearing fruit; they shall be yours for 
food.” (Genesis 1:29).  According to the great 20th century mystic, Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, vegetarianism is the ultimate ethical way of eating.  
Chasidic traditions have disagreed, teaching that to eat animals elevates 
their souls.  
While the Jewish jury is out on what is the ideal approach to eating animals, 
Judaism clearly states that we must not treat animals cruelly.  These days, 
that requires that we rethink our approach to the farming of animals and 
their slaughter, their testing for products and many other issues.  This week’s 
parasha tells us that we will have blessing if we follow “the commandments 
of God”.  Throughout the Torah the notion of blessing, life and good are 

MAZAL TOV to 
Bella Wright 
on her Bat Mitzvah 
(Neuweg Sanctuary)

MAZAL TOV to 
Shoshana Auerbach 
on her Bat Mitzvah 
(Progressive Sanctuary) 

MAZAL TOV to 
Will Nemesh & Nicole 
Campbell 
on their auf ruf 
(Main Sanctuary) 

MAZAL TOV to 
Gideon Meyerowitz-
Katz & Michelle 
Joffee 
on their auf ruf 
(Neuweg Sanctuary)

CANDLE LIGHTING
Friday 5:09pm 
Saturday 6:18pm

TORAH
Deuteronomy 11:26 - 16:17 
(page 1060) 

HAFTARAH
Isaiah 54:11 - 55:5 
(page 1084)
Erev Shabbat
• 6:15pm 
  Masorti service 
  (Neuweg Sanctuary)
• 6:15pm 
  Shabbat Live! 
  (Main Sanctuary)
• 6:15pm  
  Jewish Renewal 
  service

(August 25 in Neuweg 
Sanctuary)

Shabbat Morning
• 9:00am 

Masorti service 
(Neuweg Sanctuary) 

• 10:00am 
Progressive service 
(Main Sanctuary)
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WEEKDAY MINYANIM
• 6:45am Monday
   and Thursday
 

• 8:30am first Sunday
of every month followed by 
breakfast 
(Neuweg Sanctuary)



Rabbi Jeffrey B. Kamins OAM
Arno & Hella Seefeldt Rabbinic Chair

Rabbi Jacqueline Ninio

Rabbi Dr Orna Triguboff

Our Jewish Story:   Our Land, Our People
Monday from 10:00am - 11:30am 
Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins explores the issues facing contemporary Israel:  
Who are the Jews? An insightful (and sometimes inciteful) look at the 
different communities that make up our nation in Israel from the stories of 
Tuvia Tenenbom

Our Jewish Story:  Tradition and Change

Monday from 6:00pm - 7:30pm  
Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins will explore Parasha Shoftim: is justice an absolute 
and static concept, or relative and fluid?

Commercial Kitchen for Hire
Do you know a caterer looking for a Kitchen to prepare food 
for an event?  Do you need a commercial kitchen to make your 
products or a place to run cooking classes or workshops? 
Our recently renovated kitchen and attached hall can provide a 
professional and creative space suitable for retail or wholesale food 
businesses, caterers and trainers.
For details, see: https://emanuel.org.au/gallery/commercial-kitchen-hire

Rabbi Rafi Kaiserblueth

Rev. Sam Zwarenstein      
Director of Communal Engagement

ONLY FIVE WEEKS UNTIL ROSH HASHANA
We are all busy preparing for the High Holy Days. This is a friendly 
reminder to make sure that your membership is current as only 
members will receive tickets for Yom Tov services. Please contact the 
office on 9389 6444 or email info@emanuel.org.au to discuss.

This Friday night, 11 August following services

interconnected.  If animals, as it is suggested, are driven by instinct, then 
humans have the power of discernment and the ability to make moral choices.  
That most of us consume animals does not absolve us from thinking about 
and taking responsibility for how they live and how they die. That we are 
permitted to eat them does not require us to do so, and now more than ever we 
should reflect on the Torah’s dietary options. Our daily choices have life long 
consequences.

Shabbat Shalom
Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins

Selichot Story Slam
Saturday September 16 - from 8:30pm

Hear an extraordinary group of storytellers reveal personal 
stories on the theme of Regret. Then join us for sweet treats 
and our selichot service.



WHAT’S ON
Kef Kids - Every Friday 4pm-5:30pm
Kef Kids is an exciting, dynamic, fun way for children in 
years K–5 to connect with Judaism and their community.  
For more, e: daniel@emanuel.org.au
Shabbat Live! with Cantor George Mordecai
Friday August 18 from 6:15pm - Cantor George Mordecai 
will be featured in the Shabbat Live service.
Masorti Service with Cantor George Mordecai
Saturday August 19 and 26 - Cantor Mordecai will lead 
the Masorti Shabbat service
Tai Chi – Chi Gung Classes - Every Tuesday in August 
at 6:30pm
Learn these ancient Chinese traditions 

and promote health and learn self-
defence skills. $15 for non-members, $5 members.
Kabbalah Meditation Weekly class - Tuesdays in August - 7:30pm to 8:30pm 
Open to beginners & advanced 
Relax, rejuvenate and meditate in spiritual community. Be inspired! 
Kabbalah and Coffee - Every Wednesday 11am-12pm
Term 3 - Wednesdays until 30 August 2017 (inclusive). A weekly drop in Kabbalah class 
with Rabbi Dr. Orna Triguboff at Max Brenner, Bondi Junction, $5 donation.
Adva/Bnei Mitzvah Classes - Every Thursday in term from 4:00-5:30pm
Fun and educational programme for students preparing for their Bnot Mitzvah
Kef Kids/Netzer Kabbalat Shabbat Youth Service
Friday August 25 from 5:00pm - 6:00pm - Please join us to welcome the Shabbat.
Renewal Kabbalat Shabbat with Cantor George Mordecai
Friday August 25 from 6:15pm - A musical and meditative delight followed by dinner. We 
will also be joined by amazing musicians, Emanuel Lieberfreund, Aviva Pinkus and Simon 
Jankelson! Please bring a vegetarian plate to share.

ACO RETURNS TO EMANUEL
OCTOBER 26, 2017

TICKETS NOW FOR SALE:  
https://tinyurl.com/emanuelaco

Cantor George Mordecai



  IN  MEMORY

Shoah remembrance: Abraham Frisch was born in 1876 in  Burshtyn, Poland and lived in 
Vienna, Austria until she was murdered in 1943 during the Holocaust.

 Herta Adler (Rafael Adler)
 Walter Adler (Rafael Adler)
 Phillip Bauer (Samantha Bauer)
 Norma  Beanstock Hechtman  

(Anne Wolfson)
 Chaim Sruel Ben Avraham (Roger Davis)
 Avraham Bobrow (Devorah Lees)
 Stella Brenner (Shoshana Brenner)
 Nyusy Chudnovski (Feliks Tchoudnovski)
 Bert Cohn (Andrew Cohn)
* David Dawson
 Jacob Diamond (Anthea Hemphill)
 Lotte Gardos (Agnes Seemann)
* Maurice (Moss) Goldberg 
 Morris Phillip Goldrich  

(Rayna Rosenberg)
* Herman & Regina Goldstein 
* Lola Goldstein 
 Phoebe Green (David Green)
* Louis Leopold Hart
 Alexander Hauser (Lisa Hauser)
 William Owen Isaacs (Andrew Isaacs, 

Tamara Isaacs)
 Fay Isaacs (Benjamin Isaacs)
* Irene Isaacs
 Vera Jacoby (Lesley-Ann Hellig)
 Rudolfine Jellins (Jack Jellins)
 Martin Kay (Steven Kay)
 Anita Kornmehl (Jim Kornmehl)
* Harry Kosky

  Walter Langsam (Clara Langsam,  
Jackie Black, Paul Langsam)

 Martin Lebovic (Solomon Lebovic)
* Miriam Luber
 Margaret Michaels (Sharon Harris)
* Lydia Mikler (John Mikler)
 Cedric Myers (Victoria Nadel)
 Fanny Nahum (Allan Nahum,  

Viviane Eastin)
  Zoltan Nemesh (John Nemesh)
 Felicia Polacsek (Marianne Derofe)
 Zenon Reiner (Yvonne Snow)
 Robert Lewis Richards (Lavinia Fuller, 

Anthea Hemphill)
* Roza Rosen (Leslie Rosen)
 Bela Rosen (Leslie Rosen)
 Mary Segal (John Segal)
 Stephen Selby (Alex Selby)
 Alice Silberstein (Daniel Silvers)
* Lewis Israel Simon
  Abraham Sinani (Ron Sinani)
 William Singer (Shirley Singer,  

Tereza Singer)
 Ruth Singerman (Deborah Singerman)
 Edwarda Spinak (Richard Spinak)
 Rose Stern (Roger Davis)
* Jacob & Helena Sternreich
  Bettina Streimer (Jeffrey Streimer) 
 Paul Torok (Nora Torok)
 Julie Ungar (Dianne Krulis)
 Ernest Aron Ungar (Dianne Krulis)

There are mourners in our community to whom we extend our sincerest sympathies on the 
death of their loved ones.
Shiva: Pauline O'Riordan, Louise Kell, Martha Wilheim
Shloshim:  John Edward Lipman, Sandra Marmot, William Osmo, Illeana Archer,  

Cyril Baran, Ella Petrover, Thelma Pincus, Ann Grunstein, Ivo Kalina, Frank King, 
Peter Herman, Dr Judith Gardosh, Gisella Heinrich, Betty Stern, Zita Stark,  
Steven Bower

  This week we observe the Yahrzeits of (observed by):                            * Memorial Light  


