
MAZAL TOV
Thomas Sperling on his 
Bar Mitzvah  
(Main Sanctuary)
Paul Hamor and 
Katherine Spira on 
the naming of their 
daughter,  
Noa Rose Hamor 
(New Sanctuary)
CANDLE LIGHTING 
Friday 7:19pm 
Saturday 8:19pm
TORAH (page 146) 
Genesis 28:10 - 32:3
HAFTARAH (page 162) 
Hosea 12:13 - 14:10
SHABBAT SERVICES 
Erev Shabbat 
• 6:15pm - Shabbat Live 

(New Sanctuary)
• 6:15pm - Masorti 

service (Neuweg)
Shabbat Morning
• 9:00am -  

Masorti service 
(New Sanctuary)

• 10:00am -  
Progressive service 
(Main Sanctuary) 

Friday November 30 
Renewal Beach Shabbat  
at Nielsen Park
_________________

Morning Minyan 
Mon at 6:45am and 
Thurs 6:45am 
Many thanks to the 
Sperling family for 
sponsoring the kiddush

SHABBAT BULLETIN
Shabbat Vayetzei 16/17 November 2018 • 9 Kislev 5779

God is in this place
In this week’s parasha, our Torah journey focuses on Jacob; a young 
man fleeing for his life, leaving his home, his family, everything he 
has ever known and embarking on a journey to an unknown future. I 
imagine as he lay down his head to sleep that first night, he was filled 
with a mix of emotions: fear and trepidation at the uncertainty of what 
lay ahead, terror at being alone in the dark night of the desert. 
Imagine Jacob, a solitary figure in the vast emptiness of the shifting sands, 
the cold of the inky night pushing out the oppressive heat and warmth of 
the day. He huddles up beneath a blanket trying to stay warm, trying to 
keep the darkness from invading his bones. In the ring of blackness which 
surrounded him he imagined the wild animals waiting to devour him as 
well as small deadly creatures who with one sting could mark the end of 
his life. And the guilt, the shame, the heaviness of knowing that he had 
done wrong. He had deceived his father, stolen his brother’s inheritance 
and now his life was in danger at the hand of his own twin. I imagine 
that Jacob was feeling remorse and perhaps playing over the events of the 
previous day, trying to make sense of his behaviour, his brother’s reaction, 
wondering why? Why had he done it? Was it the right thing? 
For now he was banished to the desert and he was alone, scared, ashamed, 
and filled with doubt and fear. And it is in this state of being that he 
lays down for the night to sleep. And he has his famous dream of angels 
ascending and descending a ladder. Then, in the morning, when Jacob 
awakes he declares “God was in this place and I, I did not know it.” And 
from that moment on Jacob goes forth into life with a renewed sense of 
purpose, confidence and security. He does not feel alone any more, he 
feels loved, nurtured and protected. So what is it that has changed for 
Jacob, what did he see? What did he learn? 
Jacob went to sleep feeling a deep sense of loneliness, he was questioning 
his existence, his actions, his journey. He was filled with doubt, perhaps 
some self loathing, but more than all the emotions, he was awash with 
his solitude. And during the night he discovered that he was not alone, 
rather God was in that place, God was there with him, in his darkness, 
in his longing, in his shame and in his need. In a place where he did 
not imagine God could be, there was God, a source of strength, love 
and blessing, a place from which he could draw to find the courage and 
security to move forward on his journey with confidence, knowing that 
no matter what he faced, he was not alone. 
Sometimes I think we are all like Jacob, we feel that we are alone in 
our pain, our struggles and our suffering. We cry out, looking for 
God, asking why? Why is this happening? We search for meaning in 
our challenges, we want answers. But sometimes there are no answers. 
Sometimes all we have are the questions which are often unanswerable. 
But maybe we are asking the wrong questions, maybe instead of searching 
for the why, we can find something different, maybe we can awaken, like 
Jacob and exclaim God was in this place and I did not know it. 
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November 18 is Mitzvah Day
Mitzvah Day is a day set aside across the world where communities gather together to 
perform mitzvot and make positive change in the world
This year we will be focusing our efforts on indigenous children. We will be working with 
Gunawirra to create care packs for 4 year old children as part of their “Big Ideas” Programme. 
Before the day we ask that you bring in new items for the packs: items required are underwear, 
socks, singlets, washers, soap, antiseptic cream, band aids, pocket tissues, toothpaste & toothbrushes.
Please see: tinyurl.com/emanuelmitzvah for information on Gunnawirra and the day.

Chanukah 
on the Beach

Sunday December 2nd from 
4:00pm

Meet at Parsley Bay Beach 
Bring a picnic dinner. We’ll supply the 

sufganiyot! Fun for all the family!

Shabbat Dinner celebrating Jews from Arab Lands & Iran
presented together with the NSW Jewish Board of Deputies

Friday November 30
Join us after erev Shabbat services for a communal Shabbat dinner to celebrate the Jews from 
Arab Lands and Iran and their important place as part of the Australian community.

Book now: tinyurl.com/arab-lands

God can be the source of our strength, the force which feeds us with the energy and the will to go 
on, the knowledge that no matter what struggles we face, we are not alone. God is present saying 
to us; in your suffering I am with you, I cry, I hurt, I am beside you in your pain, take strength 
from Me, draw courage from My presence, let Me be with you. Allow ourselves to be bathed God’s 
love which is uncompromising, unflinching, a presence and a constant which will wrap us in 
loving arms and even when it can’t protect us from pain, perhaps it can help us to see through the 
darkness to find a way to dream, to love and to hope once more. And then maybe, like Jacob we 
can awaken to say: “God is in this place.” 
 
Shabbat Shalom 
Rabbi Jacqueline Ninio



WHAT’S ON
Kef Kids - Fridays from 4:00pm-5:30pm
Kef Kids is an educational program for children in years K–5 - an exciting, fun way for kids to 
connect with Judaism and their community. 
Conversations about Israel - every Monday from 10:00am-11:30am 
Every Monday, join Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins or guest speakers to examine the complex issues facing 
contemporary Israel. This Monday, our guest speaker is Sharon Abraham-Weiss on the topic, 
Infringing on Democracy - Attorney Sharon Abraham-Weiss is the head of the Association for 
Civil Rights in Israel (ACRI) and uses the organisation's formidable legal prowess against some 
of Israel’s most challenging issues including facing down threats to freedom of speech, minority 
rights, the status of refugees, access to basic services, and an end to discriminatory housing 
practices. Sharon was among the founders of Itach-Maaki – Women Lawyers for Social Justice. She 
was featured in The Marker newspaper as one of the top 10 most influential people working for 
social change in Israel. In May 2014 she was featured in Haaretz as one of 66 prominent women 
leaders in Israel.
Renewal Kabbalat Shabbat Service - Friday November 30 from 7:00pm

at Nielsen Park, meet on the sand for a Musical Kabbalat Shabbat 
then Picnic Dinner - bring something vegetarian to share featuring Rabbi Dr Orna Triguboff, 
Emanuel Lieberfreund and Nadav Kahn

The ACO in 
Emanuel's New Sanctuary 

November 26 from 6:30pm
The Australian Chamber Orchestra is returning to  

Emanuel Synagogue for an inspiring, intimate performance in the  
elegant surrounds of the synagogue's New Sanctuary.

Don't miss this extraordinary evening with Richard Tognetti and the ACO.
The concert will also include a short performance by talented local musicians.

Tickets are selling fast. Book now: tinyurl.com/acoconcert18

 

Plus61J together with Emanuel Synagogue present

Israel, Jews & the Middle East through film
Join us each month for a fascinating festival of film followed by engaging discussion 
12th December, 7:00pm for 7:15pm      Gotta be Happy” – Yiddish humour in America 
The Komediant   (2004, 85 Minutes)  The glory days of the Yiddish stage are brought 
to life in this bittersweet saga of a legendary theatrical family, the Bursteins. 
More info and bookings: emanuel.org.au/films

Shabbat Services with special guest, 
Rabbi Larry Hoffman 

Friday 23 November

Rabbi Hoffman, is a renowned author or editor of over forty books and two-time 
winner of the National Jewish Book Award, serves on the faculty of HUC-JIR and 
lectures widely across North America. Rabbi Hoffman has a deep and rich history 
with the Reform/Progressive movement, a learned teacher of many Jewish topics 
and his visit here will be a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for most Australians.



  IN  MEMORY

 Lily Adelman (Laurence Adelman)
 Alexander Ameisen (Helena Ameisen)
* Samuel Barripp
 Doris Blackman (Daniel Newhouse)
* Leonard Irwin Catts (Dianne Joseph)
 Herzilius Charmatz (Erwin Charmatz)
* Rose Cowen (Geoffrey Cowen)
* Gerald De Vahl Davis  
 (Graham De Vahl Davis)
 Edie Doobov (Sydney Bogan)
 Claire Ehrlich (Deborah Koder)
 Malka Eisen (Benjamin Isaacs)
 Rudolf Engel (Elizabeth Green,  
 Charlotte Shelton)
 Alexander Feldman (Vladimir Feldman)
 Leslie Fried (Karen Fried)
* Tibor J Gal 
 Margot Gerechter (Ronald Gerechter)
 Manfred Green (Elizabeth Green)
 Sylvia Hertz (Barbara Gross)
 Gerda Kay (Steven Kay)
 Samantha Rebillet (Ilan Kidron,  
 Remi Rebillet, Gabriel Kidron)
 Gerry Levy (Michael Levy)
 Harry Lonstein (Sydney Lonstein)
 Susie Meininger (Ruth Weinstein)
 Veljko Nisner (Mikhael Nisner)
 Leon Nossovitzky (Samuel Leon)
 Leslie Parker (Leisha Parker)
* David Pelerman
 Aloysius Popper (Ted Popper)

 Dina Prager (Victor Prager)
 Graham Sydney Price (June Price)
 Hyman Robinson (Barry Robinson)
 Danuta Roman (Jacheta Schwarzbaum)
 David Elia Rosen (Marshall Rosen)
 Carol Samet (Warren Pantzer)
 Betty Schwarz (Peter Adler)
 Mignon Segal (Jillian Segal)
 Selwyn Simon (Salome Simon)
* Gerry Simson (Margot Blumberg)
 Alfred Slater (Edna Ross)
* Robert Sobel
 Ludwig Streimer (Jeffrey Streimer)
 Andor Szekely (Les Szekely)
 Sabina Taylor (Suzanne Rosen)
 Rysia Trief (Anita Zweig)
 Enid Mary Tuxford (Judith Goodman)
 Conrad Voss Bark (Gene Melzack)

There are mourners in our community to whom we extend our sincerest sympathies on the 
death of their loved ones.
Shiva: 
Shloshim: Erika Fulop, Francesca (Frankie) Garfield, Victor Fridman, Greta Silvers, 

David Rosenthal, Cecil Rosenthal, Richard Gottfried, Jerry Rabinowitz, Irving 
Younger, Daniel Stein, Joyce Fienberg, Melvin Wax, Bernice Simon, Sylvan 
Simon, Rose Mallinger Susan Szabo, Rose Zwi, Susan King, Carole Solomon, 
Else Weiss

  This week we observe the Yahrzeits of (observed by):                            * Memorial Light  

Shoah remembrance: Eva  Wiersch was born in Labes, Stettin, Germany in 1902 and 
lived in Berlin until 1942 when she was murdered in Auschwitz, Poland during the 
Holocaust.


