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Acharei Mot - Before God you will be Clean
by Rafael Kaiserblueth

ויקרא ט״ז:ו׳

את ֲאֶׁשר־֑לֹו ר ַהַחָּט֖ ן ֶאת־ַּפ֥ יב ַאֲהֹר֛ (ו) ְוִהְקִר֧

ד ֵּביֽתֹו׃ ר ַּבֲע֖דֹו ּוְבַע֥ ְוִכֶּפ֥

Leviticus 16:6

(6) Aaron is to offer his own bull of sin

offering, to make expiation (atonement)

for himself and for his household.

What is this atonement for himself? How does he achieve it? And for his household? Why not

all together?

יומא ל״ו ב:י׳

ת"ר וכפר בכפרת דברים הכתוב מדבר

אתה אומר בכפרת דברים או אינו אלא

כפרת דמים

Yoma 36b:10

§ The Sages taught in a halakhic midrash

that it is written: “And Aaron is to offer his

own bull as a sin-offering and atone for

himself and for his household” (Leviticus

16:6). Apparently, the verse is speaking of

atonement achieved through words of

confession.

Ok, so he has to confess to achieve atonement. To whom to does he confess?

משנה יומא ג׳:ח׳

...ְוסֹוֵמ� ְׁשֵּתי ָיָדיו ָעָליו ּוִמְתַוֶּדה. ְוָכ� ָהָיה

אֹוֵמר, ָאָּנא ַהֵּׁשם, ָעִויִתי ָּפַׁשְעִּתי ָחָטאִתי

ְלָפֶני� ֲאִני ּוֵביִתי. ָאָּנא ַהֵּׁשם, ַּכֶּפר ָנא

ָלֲעֹונֹות ְוַלְּפָׁשִעים ְוַלֲחָטִאים, ֶׁשָעִויִתי

ְוֶׁשָּפַׁשְעִּתי ְוֶׁשָחָטאִתי ְלָפֶני� ֲאִני ּוֵביִתי,

Mishnah Yoma 3:8

...And he lays both his hands upon it and

confesses. And thus he would say: “Please,

‘Hashem’! I have done wrong, I have

transgressed, I have sinned before You, I and

my house. Please, ‘Hashem’! Forgive the

wrongdoings, the transgressions, the sins
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ַּכָּכתּוב ְּבתֹוַרת מֶׁשה ַעְבֶּד� (ויקרא טז), ִּכי

ַבּיֹום ַהֶּזה ְיַכֵּפר ֲעֵליֶכם ְלַטֵהר ֶאְתֶכם ִמֹּכל

ַחֹּטאֵתיֶכם ִלְפֵני ְיָי ִּתְטָהרּו. ְוֵהן עֹוִנין

ַאֲחָריו, ָּברּו� ֵׁשם ְּכבֹוד ַמְלכּותֹו ְלעֹוָלם

ָוֶעד:

which I have committed and transgressed

and sinned before You, I and my house, as it

is written in the torah of Moses Your

servant: “For on this day shall atonement be

made for you [to cleanse you of all your

sins; you shall be clean before the Lord”]

(Leviticus 16:30). And they answered after

him: “Blessed be the name of His glorious

kingdom for ever and ever!”

Notice the grammar of the highlighted word. It is reflexive. Why would that be? Why is that

important? And if it is reflexive, what does that mean regarding confession?

Samson Raphael Hirsch - Commentary on Leviticus 16:4

That we should not conceal our past misdemeanours from ourselves, but regard them with an

unprejudiced eye, without extenuation. We should admit to ourselves that not only should we

have acted differently but that is was in our power to have acted differently. By doing this we

admit to and proclaim our freedom of choice, and when we utter the formula "I have sinned"

in all sincerity, we include the idea "I shall not repeat the offence".

ויקרא ט״ז:י״א

ַחָּטא֙ת ֲאֶׁשר־֔לֹו ר ַהֽ ן ֶאת־ַּפ֤ יב ַאֲהֹר֜ ְוִהְקִר֨

ר ט ֶאת־ַּפ֥ ד ֵּבי֑תֹו ְוָׁשַח֛ ֲע֖דֹו ּוְבַע֣ ר ַּבֽ ְוִכֶּפ֥

את ֲאֶׁשר־ֽלֹו׃ ַחָּט֖ ַהֽ

Leviticus 16:11

Aaron shall then offer his bull of sin

offering, to make expiation for himself and

his household. He shall slaughter his bull of

sin offering,

רש"י על ויקרא ט״ז:י״א

(א) וכפר בעדו וגו'. ִוּדּוי ֵׁשִני, ָעָליו ְוַעל

ֶאָחיו ַהֹּכֲהִנים, ֶׁשֵהם ֻּכָּלם ְקרּוִיים ֵּביתֹו,

Rashi on Leviticus 16:11

AND HE SHALL MAKE  וכפר בעדו וגו' (1)

AN EXPIATION FOR HIMSELF etc. —

This implies a second confession of sins
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ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר "ֵּבית ַאֲהֹרן ָּבֲרכּו ֶאת ה'" ְוגֹו'

(תהילים קל"ה),

which he was to make for himself and on

behalf of his brother-priests, who may all be

termed “his house”, as it said (Psalms

135:19) “Bless the Lord, o house of Aaron,

etc." (cf. Shevuot 14a).

Why does the priest need to make a second confession?

מזרחי, ויקרא ט״ז:י״א:א׳

מקשה הרא"ם:

למה הצריכו הכתוב להתוודות וידוי שני,

די בוידוי ראשון לכלול בו גם הכהנים,

בשיאמר: "אנא השם חטאתי עויתי

פשעתי לפניך אני וביתי ובני אהרן עם

קדושיך"?

Mizrachi, Leviticus 16:11:1

Why did the Torah call for a second

confession? Couldn't the first confession

have been worded to include the priests as

well in the following manner: O God, I

have sinned, I have committed iniquity, I

have transgressed against you, I and my

household and the sons of Aaron your holy

people?

Couldn't the second confession be avoided by simply including the household and the tribe?

בבא בתרא ס׳ ב:ג׳

... דריש לקיש דאמר (צפניה ב, א)

התקוששו וקושו קשוט עצמך ואח"כ

קשוט אחרים:

Bava Batra 60b:3

...Reish Lakish, who said: The verse states:

“Gather yourselves together and gather

[hitkosheshu vakoshu]” (Zephaniah 2:1),

and this can be explained homiletically to

mean: Adorn [keshot] yourself and

afterward adorn others, i.e., act properly

before requiring others to do so.

https://www.sefaria.org/Mizrachi,%20Leviticus%2016:11:1
https://www.sefaria.org/Mizrachi,%20Leviticus%2016:11:1
https://www.sefaria.org/Bava%20Batra%2060b:3
https://www.sefaria.org/Bava%20Batra%2060b:3


14/05/2020 Acharei Mot - Before God you will be Clean

https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/233321?lang=bi 4/7

The only way the High Priest could atone for others is if he himself had been atoned. And

atonement is achieved via confession as we saw earlier. Therefore, he could not atone for

others until he had atoned for himself, thus the repetition of the sayings.

ויקרא ט״ז:ל׳

ר ם ְלַטֵה֣ ר ֲעֵליֶכ֖ ה ְיַכֵּפ֥ י־ַבּ֥יֹום ַהֶּז֛ (ל) ִּכֽ

רּו׃ ה ִּתְטָהֽ ֖ י ְיהוָ ם ִלְפֵנ֥ אֵתיֶכ֔ ם ִמֹּכ֙ל ַחֹּט֣ ֶאְתֶכ֑

Leviticus 16:30

(30) For on this day atonement shall be

made for you to cleanse you of all your sins;

you shall be clean before the LORD.

There are 2 ways to parse this verse:

1) For on this day he shall make atonement for you to purify you, from all your sins before the

LORD you shall be clean.

2) For on this day he shall make atonement for you to purify you from all your sins before the

LORD - you shall be clean.

What is the difference?

David Hoffman on Vayikra:

"On this day he shall make atonement" - the High Priest shall make atonement for you as

specified later, "to cleanse you" indicates the aim of the atonement. The purification and

refinement of man will be the goal of the atonement. Therefore external atonement is not

sufficient; inner purification is necessary, and this must be before the LORD who knows all.

משנה יומא ח׳:ט׳

(ט) ָהאֹוֵמר, ֶאֱחָטא ְוָאׁשּוב, ֶאֱחָטא ְוָאׁשּוב,

ֵאין ַמְסִּפיִקין ְּבָידֹו ַלֲעׂשֹות ְּתׁשּוָבה. ֶאֱחָטא

ְויֹום ַהִּכּפּוִרים ְמַכֵּפר, ֵאין יֹום ַהִּכּפּוִרים

ְמַכֵּפר. ֲעֵברֹות ֶׁשֵּבין ָאָדם ַלָּמקֹום, יֹום

Mishnah Yoma 8:9

(9) One who says: I shall sin and repent, sin

and repent, they do not afford him the

opportunity to repent. [If one says]: I shall

sin and Yom HaKippurim will atone for

me, Yom HaKippurim does not effect
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ַהִּכּפּוִרים ְמַכֵּפר. ֲעֵברֹות ֶׁשֵּבין ָאָדם ַלֲחֵברֹו,

ֵאין יֹום ַהִּכּפּוִרים ְמַכֵּפר, ַעד ֶׁשְּיַרֶּצה ֶאת

ֲחֵברֹו. ֶאת זֹו ָּדַרׁש ַרִּבי ֶאְלָעָזר ֶּבן ֲעַזְרָיה,

ִמֹּכל ַחֹּטאֵתיֶכם ִלְפֵני ְיָי ִּתְטָהרּו (ויקרא

טז), ֲעֵברֹות ֶׁשֵּבין ָאָדם ַלָּמקֹום, יֹום

ַהִּכּפּוִרים ְמַכֵּפר. ֲעֵברֹות ֶׁשֵּבין ָאָדם ַלֲחֵברֹו,

ֵאין יֹום ַהִּכּפּוִרים ְמַכֵּפר, ַעד ֶׁשְּיַרֶּצה ֶאת

ֲחֵברֹו.

atonement. For transgressions between man

and God Yom HaKippurim effects

atonement, but for transgressions between

man and his fellow Yom HaKippurim does

not effect atonement, until he has pacified

his fellow. This was expounded by Rabbi

Elazar b. Azariah: “From all your sins before

the Lord you shall be clean” (Leviticus

16:30) for transgressions between man and

God Yom HaKippurim effects atonement,

but for transgressions between man and his

fellow Yom HaKippurim does not effect

atonement, until he has pacified his fellow.

What new idea is R. Eleazar b. Azariah introducing? Is it not the same as the preceding

Mishnah?

Joseph Pinto - Ein Yaakov

In my humble opinion, R. Eleazar b. Azariah deduced from the text that Yom Kippur atones

for transgressions between man and God and that when he has, in addition, transgressions

between man and man to his debit, the atonement for his iniquities is suspended until he has

placated the man he has wronged...What the text means is therefore that Yom Kippur will

indeed make atonement for you to purify you from all your sins before the LORD (sins

against God), on condition you purify yourselves from the transgressions on the human plane,

between man and man. But if you will not be clean yourselves, not purify yourselves of human

sin, then Yom Kippur will not purify you of your sins before the LORD, of your

transgressions before God...

מחזור אשכנז ליום כיפור, תפלת מוסף,

סדר העבודה ג׳-ה׳

Machzor Yom Kippur Ashkenaz, Musaf for

Yom Kippur, The Avodah Service 3-5
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אִתי. ָּנא ַהֵּׁשם, ָחָטֽ (ג) ְוַכ� ָהָיה אֹוֵמר. ָאֽ

י� ֲאִני ּוֵביִתי: ָאָּנא ַבֵּׁשם. ְעִּתי ְלָפֶנֽ יִתי. ָּפַׁשֽ ֽ ָעוִ

ַּכֶּפר ָנא. ַלֲחָטִאים. ְוַלֲעֹו נֹות. ּוַלְּפָׁשִעים.

י� ֲאִני ְעִּתי ְלָפֶנֽ יִתי. ְוֶׁשָּפַׁשֽ ֽ אִתי. ְוֶׁשָעוִ ֶׁשָחָטֽ

ּוֵביִתי. ַּכָּכתּוב ְּבתֹוַרת מֶׁשה ַעְבֶּד� ִמִּפי

�. ִּכי ַבּיֹום ַהֶּזה ְיַכֵּפר ֲעֵליֶכם ְלַטֵהר ְכבֹוֶדֽ

ֶאְתֶכם ִמֹּכל ַחֹּטאֵתיֶכם ִלְפֵני ְיֹהָוה:

(ד) ְוַהֹּכֲהִנים ְוָהָעם ָהעֹוְמִדים ָּבֲעָזָרה.

ְּכֶׁשָהיּו ׁשֹוְמִעים ֶאת ַהֵּׁשם ַהִּנְכָּבד ְוַהּנֹוָרא

ְמֹפָרׁש יֹוֵצא ִמִּפי ֹכֵהן ָּגדֹול ִּבְקֻדָּׁשה

ּוְבָטֳהָרה. ָהיּו ּכֹוְרִעים ּוִמְׁשַּתֲחִוים ּומֹוִדים

ְונֹוְפִלים ַעל ְּפֵניֶהם. ְואֹוְמִרים ָּברּו� ֵׁשם

ְּכבֹוד ַמְלכּותֹו ְלעֹוָלם ָוֶעד:

(ה) ְוַאף הּוא ָהָיה ִמְתַּכֵון ִלְגֹמר ֶאת ַהֵּׁשם

רּו: ְוַאָּתה  ֶגד ַהְמָבְרִכים ְואֹוֵמר ָלֶהם ִּתְטָהֽ ְּכֶנֽ

ַח ְלִאיׁש י� ְוסֹוֵלֽ ְּבטּוְב� ַהָּגדֹול ְמעֹוֵרר ַרֲחֶמֽ

:� ֲחִסיֶדֽ

(3) And this was his confession: I beg of You

Hashem; 90 Mishnah 3:8.There is a dispute

among commentaries whether the explicit

Name was uttered at this point or not. I have

sinned, acted wickedly and rebelled against

You, 91 Our Sages distinguish three forms of

sin: a. ֵחְטא unintentional sin b. ָעוֹון
intentional sin, [iniquity] that is to say, a sin

committed intentionally but material

motiovated. c. ֶּפַׁשע—a rebellion, that is to say,

an intentionally committed sin without

material motive, thus with the sole purpose of

defying Hashem (Rashi, Yoma 36b). I and my

household. I beg of You, with Your Name,

atone the sins, iniquities, and rebellions that

I have sinned, acted wickedly, and rebelled

against You, I and my household; as is

written in the Torah of Moshe, Your

servant, from the mouth of Your glory: “For

on this day He will make atonement for

you, to cleanse you from all your sins,

before Adonoy.”

(4) And the priests and the people who

were standing in the Temple Courtyard

when they heard the glorious and awesome

Name [of God] explicitly pronounced from

the mouth of the High Priest 92 The Talmud

says that the explicit Name of Hashem was

uttered by the High Priest ten times on the

Day of Atonement, and each time the people

fell to the floor and pronounced “Blessed [is

His] Name” etc. with holiness and with

purity, they bowed, prostrated themselves,

offered thanks, and fell upon their faces and
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Created with 

said, “Blessed [is His] Name, His glorious

Kingdom is forever and ever.”

(5) And he prolonged the intoning of the

Name 93 This refers to the Name of Hashem

uttered in the pervious verse, ’‘before Adonoy.”

until the worshippers completed [the

response]. And, [completing the verse,] said

to them: “You will be cleansed.” And [now]

with your great goodness arouse Your mercy,

and pardon Your faithful servant.

The interruption of the verse, is to be read as an admonition or reproof, exhorting the people

to "purify yourselves and only then will atonement be made for you from all your sins."


