
MAZAL TOV

Jesse Barel on his  
Bar Mitzvah  
(Millie Phillips Building)

Ashleigh Gold on her 
Bat Mitzvah 
(Heritage Sanctuary)

CANDLE LIGHTING 
Friday 7:24pm 
Saturday 7:59pm

TORAH (page 456)  
Exodus 21:1 - 24:18

Maftir: (page 523) Exodus 
30:11 - 30:16

Haftarah: (page 1276) 
II Kings 12:1 - 12:17

SHABBAT SERVICES 
Erev Shabbat 
• 6:15pm Shabbat Live

(Millie Phillips Building)
• 6:15pm Masorti service

(Neuweg)
Shabbat Morning
• 9:00am -

Masorti service
(Millie Phillips Building)

• 10:00am -
Progressive service
(Heritage Sanctuary)

Renewal Beach Kabbalat 
Shabbat  
- BYO picnic dinner
20 March from 6:00pm at
Neilsen Park
BYO 
Please register:  
www.emanuel.org.au/event/
renewal-beach-shabbat

SHABBAT BULLETIN
Parashat Mishpatim • 21/22 February 2020 • 27 Shevat 5780
Shabbat Shekalim

A coin of fire
Each year, just before or as we begin the month of Adar, we recall the 
census that was conducted each year at the beginning of Adar. A special 
reading, taken from Parshat Ki Tisa, replaces the regular maftir reading. 
The Shabbat is also assigned a special name - Shabbat Shekalim.
The special reading describes a census of the Jewish People which was 
taken while the Jews were wandering in the wilderness, following the 
Exodus from Egypt. It is a widely practiced custom that we don’t count 
people in one of the more usual methods, but rather, as is the case here, 
people should be called upon to contribute items, and it is those items 
that would then be counted.
For the census, the item which was contributed was a half-shekel, the 
shekel being the coin in use at the time, and for which the modern day 
currency of Israel is named. These shekalim (plural of shekel) were then 
used for the construction and upkeep of the Mishkan, and then later the 
upkeep of the Temple once it had been built as a permanent home for 
the Mishkan in Jerusalem.
The Mishnah (Shekalim 1:1) declares; “On the first of Adar, public 
announcements are made concerning the shekalim”. We also learn in the 
Talmud (Megillah 29b) that only sacrifices purchased with contributions 
from that year (i.e. from the beginning of Nissan) could be offered. To 
give the people enough time to get their contribution in, the reminders 
(public announcements) were made from the very beginning of the 
month. These teachings explain why Shabbat Shekalim occurs around 
the beginning of Adar.
Furthermore we learn in the special maftir; “Everyone who is entered in 
the records, from the age of twenty years and up, shall give God’s offering. 
The rich shall not pay more and the poor shall not pay less than half a shekel 
when giving God’s offering as an expiation for your persons.” (Exodus 
30:14-15).
Each individual was commanded to give a half-shekel in the census. 
Why a half-shekel? It is almost certain that some would have certainly 
donated a full shekel or more, which is generally a positive sign when 
you’re raising funds for the upkeep of your building. However, the 
Torah explicitly teaches that “the rich shall pay no more”. Rav Kook 
commented that the two halves of the shekel correspond to the two 
forms of unity. The half-shekel that was given reflects their unity in 
deed, their practical cooperation; and the second half that they wanted 
to give corresponds to their unity in thought.
The Midrash Bemidbar Rabbah states that Moses struggled to 
understand which coin to collect, and so God reveals to him a half-
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Thank you to the Gold family for sponsoring the Progressive kiddush and 
Barel for sponsoring the Masorti kiddush. 



JBaby
Every Friday from 9:00am-10:30am 

for parents of 0-2 year old and their babies.
Enjoy socialising, entertainment and 
refreshments with activities for children.

Register: www.emanuel.org.au/mumsbubs

Emanuel Synagogue and EWP present

Eddie Jaku 
A Survivor's Story

Monday, 2 March from 7:30pm
99-year-old Eddie Jaku was a Jew living in 
Germany at the outbreak and throughout the 
duration of World War II. His remarkable story of 
survival spans 12 years, from Hitler’s rise to power 
in 1933 until liberation in 1945.
Join us for wine and cheese then hear Eddie's 
inspirational story. Only $10/family. 
Book now: www.emanuel.org.au/event/jaku

UIA EVENT & PROGRESSIVE TRUST

We encourage all our members to attend the 
UIA General Function with the President of the 
State of Israel on February 23. That night simply 
write “Progressive Trust” on your pledge card, or 
take along the “Progressive Trust Pledge Card” 
you should have received in the mail.  
We also encourage you to attend the special 
speaker, Rabbi David Saperstein, who will tell 
more of the work of the Progressive Trust on his 
visit here mid-March. See: UPJ.org.au for more.

shekel coin made out of fire, from beneath the Throne of Glory. What was it that Moses had difficulty 
understanding, and why did the Midrash refer to a “coin of fire” that came from beneath the throne?
Rav Kook explains further that Moses did not understand why the Israelites needed to donate a half-
shekel and not a full shekel. Therefore God showed him a fire-coin from a very elevated place, from 
under God’s throne, the source of the souls of Israel. In other words, God showed Moses the second 
half of the shekel — not the metal coin that was collected which was regarded as a sign of their 
practical cooperation, but a coin of fire, representing their unity in thought, a burning love emanating 
from the very root of their souls.
From this we can learn that giving requires an act of donation (in this case, a financial donation) as 
well as the correct intent when making that donation (your heart and soul have to be in it too).
Shabbat Shalom,
Reverend Sam Zwarenstein



WHAT’S ON
Conversations about Israel - Monday 10:00am to 11:30am
Every Monday, join Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins or guest speakers to examine the complex issues facing 
contemporary Israel. 
February 24: Major General Res Elazar Stern MK on Peoplehood - The Israeli political arena, the battle 
to create a pluralistic Jewish environment in Israel and reflections on the Diaspora Jewry.
March 2: Joanna Kalowski will present The choice in front of us: how to engage in a multicultural world 
- the skills for communicating in a world of diversity.
Morning Minyan - Mondays and Thursdays at 6:45am (Neuweg) 
Come along each week for an intimate prayer service, a beautiful way to begin the day with intention 
and reflection. 
Learn Torah Trope - Monday evenings from 6:15pm
We are offering weekly classes in reading torah trope. Functional Hebrew reading with vowels 
required. Registrations are essential: www.emanuel.org.au/event/torah-trope
The Lost Princess - Thursday evenings from 7:15pm
Join Cantor George Mordecai for a fascinating study of The Lost Princess, a deeply insightful story 
from Rabbi Nahman, incorporating music and meditation.
Film Series with Plus61J - Fiddler: A Miracle of Miracles - Thursday, 20th February from 7:00pm
This fascinating documentary tells the origin story behind one of Broadway's most beloved musicals, 
Fiddler on The Roof, and its creative roots in early 1960s New York.  
Book: www.emanuel.org.au/event/fiddler

Annual Mardi Gras Shabbat Dinner - Friday, 28 February, 2020 - Service starts at 6:15 PM 
followed by dinner
Celebrating it's 20th anniversary, Dayenu - Sydney’s Jewish LGBT+ Group, in association with 
Emanuel Synagogue, invites you to the annual Mardi Gras Shabbat Service. Come to service, stay for 
dinner. Booking required for our kosher-catered dinner (BYO wine) - last year sold out, so don’t wait! 
www.emanuel.org.au/event/mardi-gras-dinner
Kabbalah Meditation, Tuesdays 17, 24, 31 March from 7:00pm to 8:15pm
A chance to learn about Kabbalah Meditation. With Rabbi Dr. Orna Triguboff, and special guests.
The classes are free. Be inspired!  Please register: www.emanuel.org.au/event/march-meditation

Health Brunch
Dealing with Anxiety 

& Depression 
23 February from 10:30am to 12:00 noon

Join us for the first in our series of brunches on 
issues of concern regarding our health. 
Our first speaker is Dr Michela Sorensen 
(B.Med, FRACGP) a General Practitioner 
specialising in Mental Health. Michela believes 
that mental illness is one of the biggest health 
issues faced by society today. In any one year, 
around 1 million Australian adults have depression, 
and over 2 million experience anxiety.  
Register: www.emanuel.org.au/event/health-brunch1

William Cooper
A man ahead of his time

In Conversation

March 1 from 5:00pm to 6:30pm

Abe Schwarz together with a descendant 
of William Cooper present the 
compelling story of an Aboriginal leader 
who fought for oppressed Jews in the 
shadow of the Holocaust.

More information and bookings: 
emanuel.org.au/cooper



  IN  MEMORY
There are mourners in our community to whom we extend our sincerest sympathies on the 
death of their loved ones.

Shiva:       Brian Liebman
Shloshim:  Alan Stafford, David Barnett, Jacques Bouskila, Liliane Cahn, Helen Freed,  

 Kitty (Kathleen) Hearst, Joshua Levi, Janice Schwartz, Marcia Frankel,  
 Melvin Pincus, Elizabeth (Lisl) Ziegler, Albert Salinas

  This week we observe the Yahrzeits of (observed by):                            * Memorial Light  

Shoah Remembrance: Szulamith Koppel was born in Lodz, Poland in 1925 and lived there 
until she was murdered in Treblinka during the Holocaust.

 Siegfried (Fred) Bachmayer  
 (Bernice Bachmayer, David Bachmayer)
 Samuel Bark (Janet Rudner)
 Christine Celermajer (David Celermajer, 
 Danielle Celermajer)
* Samuel Coleman
* Edith Collman-Rosenberg
 Elizabeth Louise Dare (Benjamin Isaacs)
 Derrick Charles Davey (Anthea 
Hemphill)
 Stanley Davis (Garry Davis)
 Joseph Davis (Sally Davis)
* Katzka Davis
 Mariska Doktor (David Knoll)
 Leslie Epstein (Agnes Spencer)
* Harriett Franks
 Suzanne Gardos (Julianna Brender)
 Charlotte Gerstl (Heinz Gerstl)
 Leslie Gilbert (Ivan Lorentz)
 Edna Goodman (Sharon Gold)
 Anita Gumbert (Yvonne Gerstl)
 Irma Hirsch (Dorothy Krawitz)
 Ilana Hollander (Veronica Selinger)
 Frank Jacobson (Peter Jacobson)
 Deborah Kahn (Jeremy Kahn,  
 Julia Kahn, Matthew Kahn)
 Leo Kitchener (Peter Kitchener)
 Leslie Kocsis (Madeline Rosen)
* Ernestina Kohan
 Edmund Korn (Yvonne Korn,  
 Anita Moss Korn)
 Bessie Lake (Gregory Lake)
 Bernice Leibowitz (Anthony Leibowitz, 
 Michael Leibowitz)

 Lucien Levy (Renee Freedman)
 Eve Linker (Maurice Linker)
 Rebecca Lissing (Jack Lissing)
 Renee Miller (Deborah Warnock)
 Abraham Joseph Nathanson  
 (Michael Nathanson)
 Dora Nimon (Maxine Klarnet)
* Harris Ocrame
 Zoshia Pearlberger (Freda Glass)
 Ronald Quilter-Fienberg (Kim Gotlieb)
 Jeffrey Reynolds (Barbara Holmes)
 Betty Rheuben (Yadida Sekel,  
 Scott Whitmont, Steph Whitmont)
 Joseph Rosberger (Regina Feiler)
* Jacob (Jack) Lewis Rosen
 Minnie Rosenberg (Marcelle Freiman)
 Brian Rosenthal (Deanne Rosenthal)
 Dorothy Sammel (Neville Sammel)
 Moselle Samson (Cathy Shapiro)
 Queenie Sebel (Roger Sebel)
 Norman Skikna (Avril Janks)
* Leonard Spray
* Mina Steiner
 Frances Trachtenberg (Paul Trachtenberg)
 Alex Varga (Ruth Kliman)
 Oscar Weil (Kerrie Weil, Trudy Weil)
 Jacqueline Westwood (Claude Hakim)
 Samuel Zwarenstein  
 (Heymann Zwarenstein)


