
MAZAL TOV 
to Aaron Glass 
on his Bar Mitzvah 
(Neuweg Sanctuary)

MAZAL TOV 
to Ethan Trenaman 
on his Bar Mitzvah 
(Main Sanctuary)

CANDLE LIGHTING
Friday 7:42pm 
Saturday 8:39pm

TORAH 
Exodus 18:1 - 20:23 
(page 432)

HAFTARAH 
Isaiah 6:1 - 7:6; 9:5 - 9:6 
(page 451)

SHABBAT SERVICES 
Erev Shabbat
• 6:15pm - Pluralist 
   Service  
   (Neuweg Sanctuary)
• Shabbat Live returns  

with special guest, 
Cantor George 
Mordecai 

Shabbat Morning
• 9:00am - Masorti 

service 
(Neuweg Sanctuary) 

• 10:00am - Progressive 
service (Main 
Sanctuary)

Morning Minyan
• Morning Minyan is on 

Mondays and Thursdays  
at 6:45am 

Next Renewal Kabbalat 
Shabbat
Friday 9 February 6:15pm 
with Cantor George 
Mordecai and Rabbi Dr 
Orna Triguboff in Neuweg 
Sanctuary

SHABBAT BULLETIN
Parashah Yitro 2/3 February 2018  •  18 Shvvat 5778 
 

Is all that glitters gold?
This week we read one of the central parashiot of our Torah; the giving of 
the ten commandments on Mt. Sinai. There are many wonderful legends 
about what it was like for the Israelites who stood together, heard the voice 
of God and bound themselves to one another and to God in a covenant. 
Some suggest it was like a wedding; Mt. Sinai, covered in flowers, held over 
the heads of the Israelites like a chupah, the commandments serving as 
the ketubah, the marriage contract and that day, a true celebration of their 
freedom as they committed themselves to a life together with God. 
The ten commandments form a central part of Jewish life, they are the 
overarching principles by which we are to direct our actions in the world. 
Most of the rulings today seem obvious: don’t murder, don’t steal and 
hopefully we are not regularly transgressing those commandments, but one 
of the rules has always been a struggle for me. It seems to be controlling our 
thoughts and by the time we have the thought, it is too late, we have broken 
the commandment! It is number ten, “you shall not covet.” We are told; you 
shall not covet your neighbour’s house, wife, servants, ox, donkey or anything 
that belongs to your neighbour. It is a simple commandment, do not envy, 
do not be jealous of your neighbour, yet as soon as we have the thought, we 
have transgressed the commandment. As soon as we wish for something our 
neighbour has, we are in violation of the commandment, and it is very hard 
to un-think a thought. So other than knowing that Yom Kippur affords us 
the opportunity to seek forgiveness and proving that we are all fallible, what 
is this commandment trying to teach us?
I read a lovely commentary from Yossy Goldman which brings a slightly 
different take on the commandment and gives a new insight into its 
application. He draws on the commentaries which ask: if there is a list of 
objects which we should not covet, why also include “or all that is your 
neighbours?” They answer that we should be careful not to envy what our 
neighbour has without looking at ALL our neighbour has, meaning, that 
it is important to consider the totality of the person’s situation and maybe 
we will discover that our envy is misplaced. Our neighbour may have a 
beautiful shiny new boat, but he had to work from morning until night 
in a high pressure job to afford it. He has the boat but no time to enjoy it 
and his children are growing up without him. Our neighbour may have 
a glamorous lifestyle; parties, designer clothes, fame but she is lonely and 
craves the anonymity of regular life, real friends. We all have our burdens 
to bear and what may appear on the surface to be the perfect life is often 
far from it. We all have our struggles, our times of difficulty and challenge 
and this commandment is reminding us to look at it all. Before we envy our 
neighbours we should remember to look at the reality of their lives and to see 
what is really there rather than be blinded by the objects and items we desire. 
I hope this Shabbat we can take a moment to be grateful for what we have 
and recognise that all that glitters is not necessarily gold.
Shabbat Shalom
Rabbi Jacqueline Ninio
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Rev. Sam Zwarenstein      
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Join Michael Rantissi, chef from the renowned Sydney restaurants 
Kepos Street Kitchen and Kepos & Co for a demonstration of 

some recipes from his new cookbook, Hummus & Co, (which he co-
wrote with Kristy Frawley the co-owner of Kepos St Kitchen). 
Tickets: just $60  A percentage of profits will go to OzHarvest.

Book now: https://tinyurl.com/hummusco

with chef Michael Rantissi 
Wednesday 21 February 2018, from 7pm 

Emanuel Synagogue

CELEBRATE PURIM
Hamantaschen baking 

Sunday February 25 from 10am
-------------------------------

Megillah Reading
Wednesday February 28 from 6:15pm

followed by the world-famous Emanuel Synagogue Purim Spiel

MY FAIR MAIDEL
The singing, dancing story  of Esther Jewlittle 

and her quest to save her people
-------------------------------

Purim Family Celebration
Thursday March 1st from 4:00pm-6:00pm 

Fun for all the family!
-------------------------------

Renewal Purim Kabbalat Shabbat
Friday March 2nd from 7pm

Join us at 7pm and enjoy live music on the sand in front of  
Bronte Surf Club followed by a pot-luck picnic on the grass.

Renewal Shabbat Service  
with special guest Cantor George Mordecai 

Friday 9 February 2018 at 6:15pm in the Neuweg Sanctuary.  
Followed by a pot luck dinner and then music and meditation.



WHAT’S ON
Shabbat Tot - Friday February 2nd from 4:30pm-5:30pm
A lovely way to introduce your children to Shabbat and an opportunity to meet other families 
in the community. For 2 to 5 year olds. Parents and grandparents welcome!
Kef Kids - Fridays from 4:00pm-5:30pm 
Educational program for children in years K–5 - an exciting, fun way for kids to connect with 
Judaism and their community, learn and form friendships with children in the congregation.
Family Fridays - Friday February 2nd from 5:30-6:15pm
Come along for a light, child-friendly dinner and then stay for services. A great opportunity to 
meet families in the congregation and to celebrate Shabbat together.
The World Wide Wrap is back - Sunday February 4 from 9:00am
Join with our people. Participate in the Mitzvah. Experience the Wonder & Joy of Tefillin.
There’ll be extra sets and personal tefillin trainers to help you through the process. Afterwards, 
please join us for a delicious bagel breakfast and learning session on Tefillin.
Male or female, first timers or old hands - join us and be a part of this lovely experience.
Our Jewish Story: Our Land, Our People - Mondays from 10:00am-11:30am
Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins looks at major issues facing contemporary Israel.
Kabbalah Meditation Tuesday evenings 7:30-8:30pm starting February 13th for 4 weeks 
Learn techniques to improve your focus, ability to relax and enjoy spiritual community.
followed by 
Kabbalah Text Study Tuesday evenings 8:30-9:30pm 
Taught by Rabbi Dr. Orna Triguboff, who has a Ph.D. in Kabbalah studies. 
Book now at www.emanuel.org.au

 
Give us a term and we'll give you Hebrew

This year, we are introducing weekly Beginners Hebrew and Intermediate Hebrew 
classes on Monday evenings from 5 February 2018, 6-7pm. In just one term we will 
open the world of reading a Hebrew prayerbook for you! Your commitment is just one 
hour a week and 10-15 minutes practice a day. Registrations are essential and are open 
now at https://tinyurl.com/beginhebrew and https://tinyurl.com/advhebrew

Journey in Judaism
Starting February 4, every Sunday morning of school term, we are introducing a new 
and exciting program to broaden your horizons and build on your journey in Judaism.  
You can partake in any one of the three parts of the journey, or all of it.  
From 9:00-9:45am we will have an informal  learner’s minyan to help you understand 
the pattern and meaning  of Jewish prayer.  From  9:45am we will be having light 
brunch. From 10:00-11:00am we conclude our journey with meaningful learning led 
by one of our clergy team on an exciting topic. 

Mardi Gras Shabbat
Friday 2 March - Services 6:15pm - Dinner 7:30pm

Celebrating the 40th anniversary of  Mardi Gras, Emanuel Synagogue in association 
with Dayenu - Sydney’s Jewish LGBT+ Group invites you to the annual Mardi Gras 

Shabbat Service, followed by a communal dinner.
Booking required for our kosher-catered dinner (BYO wine)

BOOK NOW: www.emanuel.org.au/mardigras



  IN  MEMORY

Shoah remembrance:  Bela Tencer was born in 1921 in  Nove Zamky, Czechoslovakia 
and lived there until he was murdered in the Holocaust. 

 Meta Bayer (Rosemary Stafford)
 Charles Josef Berg (Vivienne Sharpe)
* Arthur Peel Cohen 
 Eliezer Dan (Tova Goldstein)
 Gerald Harry Deston (David Deston)
 Ruth Deutsch (Irene Deutsch)
 Edith Dreyer (Lily Dreyer)
 Hans Dreyer (Lily Dreyer)
 Abraham Feldman (Judy Menczel)
 Sadie Fink (Hannah Fink)
 Dina Fridman (Sylvia Golding)
 Raymond Fredrikson (Gloria Swarz)
 Albert Gertler (Robert Gertler,  
 Vera Jacoby)
 Marie Gold (Brian Gold)
 Hymie Goldberg (Maxine Bachmayer)
 Jake Gotlieb (Kim Gotlieb)
 George Grant (Robert Grant)
 Zena Housepeters (Marlene Epstein)
 Abbe Ihaka (Wayne & Rosalind Ihaka)
 Bernie Kahn (Jules Levin-Kahn)
 Stephen Walter Kary (Nereida Cross)
 Vera Joyce Lawrence (Wendy Cohen)
* Esther Margaret Lehmann  
 (Gerald Lehmann)
* Millicent (Millie) Levenson 
 Samuel Lipson (Leslie Solar)
 Egon Lowe (Kitty Lowe, Sandra Steinweg)
 Max Julius Marcuse (Lily Dreyer)
 Frank Martin (David Martin,  
 Valda Martin)
* Evelyn Mintz (Peter Mintz)
 Gertrude (Gerty) Mueller (Linda Penn)
 Jeanette Ilse Nordon (Stephen Nordon)
 Benjamin David Penny (Gary Penny)

* Ronald Quilter-Fienberg (Kim Gotlieb)
 Myra Reynolds (Barbara Holmes)
 Agneta Rosenfeld (Leslie Rosenfeld,  
 Monica Rosenfeld)
* Ernst Rosenthal 
 Elizabeth Sebes (Kathy Bell)
 Clare Sills (Irene Sills)
 Annie Sohn (Samuel Schindler)
 Janet Stern (Shirley Rotenstein)
 Genia Taksa (Lucy Taksa, Michael Taksa)
 Efim Taksa (Lucy Taksa, Michael Taksa)
* Arthur Thieman 
* Esther Zines

There are mourners in our community to whom we extend our sincerest sympathies on the death 
of their loved ones.
Shiva:  Elinda Lissing, Edith Port
Shloshim: Norma Brender, Ivan Fedor, Bernard (Bernie) Hirst, Nadine (Deanna) Ryner,  

Nina Crown, Michael Berger, John Sirmai

  This week we observe the Yahrzeits of (observed by):                            * Memorial Light  


