
MAZAL TOV
Noam Olovitz on his  
Bar Mitzvah  
(New Sanctuary)
Michael Hofstein and 
Jordan Kahn on their 
auf ruf (New Sanctuary)
Andie Marks on her  
Bat Mitzvah (mincha) 
(New Sanctuary)
CANDLE LIGHTING 
Friday 7:17pm 
Saturday 7:54pm
TORAH (page 99) 
Genesis 18:1 - 22:24
HAFTARAH (page 123) 
II Kings 4:1 - 4:37
SHABBAT SERVICES 
Erev Shabbat 
• 6:15pm Masorti service 

(Neuweg)
• 6:15pm Shabbat Live 

(New Sanctuary)
Shabbat Morning
• 9:00am -  

Masorti service 
(New Sanctuary)

• 9:30am - 
Shabbat in the Circle 
(Neuweg)

• 10:00am -  
Progressive service 
(Heritage Sanctuary)

Next Renewal event
• Jewish Meditation on 

Wednesday Nights in 
November from 13th 
- 7:00pm-8:30pm 
with Rabbi Dr Orna 
Triguboff and guest 
musician

SHABBAT BULLETIN
Parasha Vayera • 15/16 November 2019 • 18 Cheshvan 5780

Walking in God’s ways 

Through the stories about Avraham Avinu, our father Abraham, we 
learn what it means to be called to the covenant of God as taught 
by our ancestors.  We have received this story from our ancestors, 
told from generation to generation for thousands of years.  It is 
incumbent upon us, as recipients of this story from our ancestors, 
to make it meaningful for those to whom we transmit it for the 
generations to come.  There is so much to learn from this rich and 
complex story, our foundational story as Jews. In last week’s parasha 
we learned that Avraham has been called to go to a new land and 
start a new nation; we have learned from the tradition that  this was 
God’s way of saying that humanity needed guidance and leadership 
to move beyond its selfish and violent tendencies.
The background to Avraham’s story is in the first two portions of the 
Torah.  Bereshit begins with the disobedience of Adam and Eve and 
concludes with the statement that God saw “how great was man’s 
wickedness on earth, and how every plan devised by his mind was 
nothing but evil all the time.”  The next parasha, Noach, presents 
God as relenting somewhat, promising never to destroy humanity 
againdespite its wickedness.  There has been some improvement in 
the human condition: Adam did not follow God’s command; Noah 
did, but without further thought or application (for example, never 
questioning God or speaking to God in any manner or matter.). 
While these stories may not be historically accurate accounts of how 
humans evolved, when we first encounter Avram in last week’s parasha 
we are in a familiar world – one of violence, greed and apathy.  
That background gives us understanding of how we have understand 
the story of Avraham, taken to be the founder of our people.  He 
has come to be an exemplar, one who will make a difference, one 
charged at the end of last week’s teaching to “walk in God’s ways 
and be blameless”.  That is still our charge as Jews today, but what in 
means to “walk in God’s ways” leaves much room for interpretation, 
exploration and application.  In so doing, we must be blameless – we 
cannot use the words of Torah as an excuse for action that causes 
harm to others or our environment. 
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Thank you to the Olovitz and Hofstein/Kahn families for sponsoring the 
Masorti kiddush and Nora's Kitchen for preparing and  sponsoring the 
Progressive and Shabbat In The Circle kiddushim.

continued over...



Rabbi Jeffrey B. Kamins OAM
Arno & Hella Seefeldt Rabbinic Chair Rabbi Jacqueline Ninio

Rabbi Dr Orna TriguboffRabbi Rafi Kaiserblueth Rev. Sam Zwarenstein        
Director of Communal Engagement Cantor George Mordecai

Avraham is a man of faith and action, a complex character of strength.  He is a champion 
of justice, willing to fight when no other course of action is available, and to accommodate 
when there is.  He is generous and hospitable, so much so that he is associated with the 
sefira of chesed, lovingkindness.  Avraham’s faith is balanced by personal conscience and the 
application of reason, as in his arguing with God to spare the innocent in the cities of Sodom 
and Gomorrah.  Yet then he unquestioningly accedes to offer his son Yitzchak to God. 
Neither he or we are perfect, but we would be well served to try as he did “walk in God’s 
ways and be blameless.”
Shabbat Shalom,
 
Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins

Mitzvah Day
This Sunday 17th November  

from 10:00am-12:00pm
This year join us for a new and different 
Mitzvah Day activity. We will gather 
together to clean up Watsons Bay 
Beaches and the adjoining park.

Meet at the bandstand in Roberston's 
Park, Watsons Bay at 10:00am.

•  Clean up will be followed by morning 
tea.

•  Wear closed shoes, hat & sunscreen. 
Gloves and tongs will be provided.

•  Please arrive on time to hear the 
compulsory safety briefing prior to 
commencing. 

•  Please register to assist planning:
https://tinyurl.com/mitzvahday1

Plus61J Media and Emanuel Synagogue

The Kindergarten 
Teacher

Wednesday November 20 from 7:00pm
A poetry-loving kindergarten teacher 
discovers a child poet and decides to 
nurture him, to salvage him from the 
banal, the mediocre and the crude. 
One of the most fascinating, if inscrutable 
films of the year.
FOUR STARS - The Guardian

Book now: tinyurl.com/kinderfilm20



WHAT’S ON
Conversations about Israel - Monday 10:00am-11:30am
This Monday November 18, UIA Shaliach Adi Adler will present a perspective on the state of 
Israeli politics and the changes in the Middle East. On November 28, Ian Mansell and Peter Gacs 
present "The Palestinian Elephant in the classroom" exploring the impact of education in the world 
of Palestinian and Muslim nations on their youth and its potential impact on the future of relations 
between our respective polities.
The Lost Princess - Thursdays at 7.15pm 
Cantor George Mordecai will continue the review of The Lost Princess, a deeply insightful story from 
Rabbi Nahman, incorporating music and meditation.
Kabbalah Meditation - Wednesdays in November from 7:00pm-8:30pm
An opportunity to learn meditation in a Jewish context.
With Rabbi Dr. Orna Triguboff, accompanied by guest musicians. The meditation techniques 
are based on traditional kabbalistic teachings from Spanish Rabbi Avraham Abulafia of the 13th 
century. People of all backgrounds welcome. The classes are free. Be inspired!
Shabbat In The Circle - This Saturday November 16 from 9:30am (Neuweg) 
Join Cantor George Mordecai and other presenters for this special Shabbat morning gathering. We 
begin at 9:30am with the study of Hassidic and other mystical texts then discuss how we can apply 
them in our daily lives. 
Morning Minyan - Mondays and Thursdays at 6:45am (Neuweg) - Join us for an intimate prayer 
service, a beautiful way to begin the day with intention and reflection. 
Children's book reading - Unlikely Friends - Sunday December 8 from 4:00pm
Bring along your children for a book reading by Susan Banki and Joshua McConnell, the author 
and illustrator of a wonderful new children's book celebrating friendship and diversity!
This is a free event but please register: tinyurl.com/unlikelybook
Musica Viva: Duo Histoire - December 11 from 6:30pm
Be part of a special Musica Viva Sessions event, featuring one of Sydney’s finest emerging classical 
ensembles, Duo Histoire. Book now: musicaviva.com.au/duo-histoire/

SYDNEY ART QUARTET
Crossroads

Wed 27th November,  7:00pm & 
Thurs 28th November, 7:00pm

Poignantly and dramatically exploring 
human rights, the Holocaust & 

Survivor Syndrome using music, human 
movement, archival footage & testimony

Book now for Emanuel Synagogue's 
major fundraiser for 2019. 
For this special event, The Sydney Art 
Quartet will be showcasing Grammy 
Award-winning composer Steve Reich who 
was recently called  “…among the great 
composers of the century” (New York Times). 
Book now:  
events.humanitix.com.au/crossroads

Communal Shabbat Dinner  
with Dave Sharma MP

Friday November 22 
Services at 6:15pm  
followed by dinner.

You are invited to a special Shabbat 
Dinner with Federal member for 
Wentworth, Dave Sharma MP. 
Dave Sharma is former Australian 
Ambassador to Israel.

Please note, this event is BYO alcohol.
Members: $45 Non-members $55

Numbers limited & bookings essential:  
events.humanitix.com.au/dave-sharma



  IN  MEMORY

 Alexander Ameisen (Helena Ameisen)
 Eve Banfield (Mary Banfield)
 David Barrkman (Sandra Barrkman)
 Etta Brania Bat Teival (Phillip Stiassny)
 Doris Blackman (Daniel Newhouse)
 Sidney Bloomfield (Peter Bloomfield)
 Shirley Bertha Cohen (Michelle Cohen,  
 Roy Cohen)
* Sarah Augusta Davis
 Edie Doobov (Sydney Bogan)
 Rudolf Engel (Elizabeth Green,  
 Charlotte Shelton)
 Alexander Feldman (Vladimir Feldman)
 John Glass (Garry Glass)
 Peggy Alexandra Gold (Carol Reismann)
 Maurice Gotlieb (Kim Gotlieb)
 Manfred Green (Elizabeth Green)
 David Harris (Benjamin Harris)
* Marcus Harris
* Emanuel Herrman
 Michael Hirshorn (Susan Hirshorn)
 Ivan Holland (Dolores Holland)
* Sydney Emanuel Isaacs
 Leslie Jacobs (Donna Sife, Sharon Snir)
 Zona Jessup (Suzanne Rosen,  
 Steve Rubner)
 Gerda Kay (Steven Kay)
 Ephraim Kremer (Edward Kremer)
 Gerry Levy (Michael Levy)
 Joseph Faraj Messiah (Karen Fried)
 Leon Nossovitzky (Samuel Leon)

* David Pelerman
 Aloysius Popper (Ted Popper)
 Dina Prager (Victor Prager)
 Graham Sydney Price (June Price)
 Anne (Nancy) Rogers (Rosalie Rogers)
 Helga Rose (Benjamin Harris)
 Anne Roth (John Roth)
 Fay Rutstein (Edward Rutstein,  
 Natan Rutstein)
 Frieda Schalit (Ethel Davis)
 Greta Silvers (Andrew Silvers,  
 George Silvers, Michael Silvers)
* Gerry Simson (Margot Blumberg)
 Alfred Slater (Edna Ross)
 Oren Snir (Sharon Snir)
* Robert Sobel
 Peter Bryan Solomon (Jenny Solomon)
 Jeremy Spinak (Margaret Spinak,  
 Richard Spinak, Rhiannon Spinak,  
 Jason Spinak, Jenny Spinak)
 Rysia Trief (Anita Zweig)

There are mourners in our community to whom we extend our sincerest sympathies on the 
death of their loved ones.

Shiva:   Myrl Bear, Leslie Marcus
Shloshim: Irene Jourdan Wijnen, Alexi Bader, Nicholas Andrew Phillips

  This week we observe the Yahrzeits of (observed by):                            * Memorial Light  

Shoah Remembrance: Karolina Hirsch was born in Aachen, Germany in 1891 and lived 
there until she was murdered in Lodz, Poland during the Holocaust.


