
MAZAL TOV

Joel Allen on his  
Bar Mitzvah 
(New Sanctuary)

Daniel Shields on his  
Bar Mitzvah 
(Neuweg)

Claudia Woolf & Gilad 
Shabad on their aufruf 
(Neuweg)

CANDLE LIGHTING 
Friday 7:48pm 
Saturday 8:23pm

TORAH (page 351)  
Exodus 6:2 - 9:35

HAFTARAH (page 369) 
Ezekiel 28:25 - 29:21

SHABBAT SERVICES 
Erev Shabbat 
• 6:15pm Erev Shabbat 

service  
(New Sanctuary)

Shabbat Morning
• 9:00am -  

Masorti service 
(New Sanctuary)

• 10:00am -  
Progressive service 
(Neuweg)

Tu’ Bishvat -  
Celebrate Nature - 
Sunday 9th February 
from 4:00pm
A chance to celebrate 
with all ages for the 
festival of trees and 
environment at the 
Botanical Gardens
www.trybooking.com/
book/event?eid=594541&

SHABBAT BULLETIN
Parashat Vaera • 24/25 January 2020 • 28 Tevet 5780

The Presence Of God
In the opening weeks of reading from the book of Shemot, we 
come across Judaism’s three major ways of understanding how God 
manifests in our lives.  The first two appear in last week’s parashah, 
the third in this week’s.  First, Judaism defines God as the creator 
of all existence of which we are part; second, Judaism reasons that 
since we emanate from and are connected to the infinite source of 
life, we can communicate on a certain level with it; and thirdly, we 
have responsibilities within this life.  Traditionally, Jews understand 
God as the one who creates, reveals and redeems; this rubric has been 
adopted by Christianity and Islam as well.
Last week, standing at the burning bush, Moshe encounters God 
for the first time.  He asks God to name itself, and is told:  “Ehyeh 
Asher Ehyeh”, which is virtually not translatable, but essentially 
means “I Am that which I Am” or “I Am becoming that which I Am 
becoming”, or a permutation of those ideas.  In other words, Judaism 
teaches that God is a verb, a form of “to be”, and thus God=Being. 
I am always puzzled when people say “I do not believe in God.” It is 
as if one says, “I do not believe in being”, which considering we are 
being is a hard position to hold.  Either all that exists manifested out 
of nothing, or out of being. There is no way to ultimately prove how 
what  is, is.  Each of us senses one thing or another.  In humility, we 
must at least acknowledge the mystery of it all.
We Jews are not just a people, but a faith people, as taught in the 
Shema. Over the millennia, Jews have chosen to live with faith, as 
if all that is emanates from being, not nothing.  Assuming God is 
being, and we are part of that being since we exist, then it follows 
that on one level each of us draws down the smallest aspect of God’s 
being or consciousness.  The spiritual path, however it manifests, 
is an attempt to connect with that ultimate presence.    This is 
what we mean by God Reveals – as in the communications that 
happen between God and Moshe, or in a few weeks time, the 
communication that happens between God and the ancestors of 
the Jews, the children of Israel who stand at Sinai to receive the 
commandments. The questioning of God’s existence has more to 
do with the stories told about God as opposed to the possibility that 
there is one source of all that exists that we call God.  Outside of 
Orthodox understandings of religion – no matter what the religion 
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Thank you to the Allen family for sponsoring the Progressive kiddush and the 
Shields family for sponsoring the Masorti kiddush. 

continued over...



– practitioners choose to follow the received traditions as the valued ancestral attempt to draw 
down God’s consciousness.  The Torah is our story of how we have understood and choose to 
live that life.
Each religion has its own story.  The essence of the story of our ancestors, the path of redemption 
that we are called to walk, is told at the beginning of this week’s parashah, where God again 
reveals in a speech to Moses that famous passage that makes its way to our Haggadah and forms 
the basis of the four cups of wine at the Seder and the cup of Elijah.  God tells Moshe (and the 
children of Israel), “I will free you... I will deliver you... I will redeem you...and I will take you 
... and I will bring you into the land.  In other words, the crucial event of our past is the being 
freed from the slavery in Egypt in order to come to the land of Israel where we are to serve God 
as a model nation.  We can always discuss the finer parts of the story, the details of what has 
been revealed, but we should understand that our conversation is not as much about God Itself, 
as to what it means to serve God.  Each individual has his or her way; each people its.  These 
crucial stories at the beginning of Exodus establish that the story of Israel is one that takes us as a 
nation from servitude to humans to service to God, and thus life and all that is.  
Shabbat Shalom,

Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins

In Conversation  
with Ian Anderson AO  

& Robert Griew
February 2nd from 
5:00pm to 6:30pm

Two men, from very different walks of life 
have developed a friendship through a 
common cause - helping to transform our 
society, particularly through the health 
and education sectors.  As we continue to 
work for justice for the First Nations, come 
learn from two leaders who have made a 
difference about the difference we can make. 
Professor Ian Anderson was one of the 
group of three first Aboriginal medical 
graduates in Australia, had a career as a 
doctor and administrator in Aboriginal 
controlled health services. He is currently the 
Deputy CEO of the National Indigenous 
Australians Agency in the Commonwealth 
Government, making him the most senior 
Indigenous public servant in the federal 
government.  
Robert Griew is a management 
consultant, working mostly on health, 
education and Indigenous assignments.
Book now: 
www.emanuel.org.au/event/reconciliation 

Programmes for Children

Mums & Bubs
for parents of 0-2 year old and their babies
Every Friday from February 14 - 9:00am-10:30am
Enjoy socialising, entertainment and refreshments 
with activities for children
Register: www.emanuel.org.au/mumsbubs

Shabbat Tot
for 2-5 year olds 
The first Friday of every month, 4:30pm - 5:30pm
Returns Friday February 7th
A lovely way to introduce your children to Shabbat 
and to meet other families in the community. 

Kef Kids
For kids in K-5
Our weekly Kef Kids program returns on 6 
February, 4:00pm - 5:30 pm. We have a revamped 
curriculum and an all-star team of educators excited 
to meet you and your children. At Kef Kids, we 
offer Jewish ideas, practices, culture and Hebrew 
skills taught through games, conversation and 
hands-on activities.

Bnei Mitzvah
Our weekly Bnei Mitzvah education program 
returns on 6 February, 4:00pm-5:30 pm. We've 
been hard at work updating our curriculum to 
better offer comprehensive B'Mitzvah preparation 
for your children using use games, discussions, 
story-telling, and collaboration. Our program covers 
topics such as Jewish Values and Me, Jewish Leaders 
and Role Models as well as Israel and Zionism.
More information: Donny Janks at  
donny@emanuel.org.au



WHAT’S ON
Conversations about Israel - Monday 10:00am to 11:30am
Every Monday, join Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins or guest speakers to examine the complex issues 
facing contemporary Israel. Resumes on Monday 3 February 2020.
Morning Minyan - Mondays and Thursdays at 6:45am (Neuweg) 
Come along each week for an intimate prayer service, a beautiful way to begin the day with 
intention and reflection.  Resumes on 30 January 2020.
Lunch 'n' Learn - 8 February 2020 
Join us on the second Saturday morning of each month following Shabbat services. On 
February 8, Rabbi Kamins will present on Judaism and the Environment.
Hebrew classes - Beginners and Intermediate start February 3rd from 6:00pm-7:00pm
Give us one hour on a Monday and ten minutes a day and you will be able to read Hebrew!
Register: Beginner: www.emanuel.org.au/event/begin-hebrew-2020 and  
Intermediate: www.emanuel.org.au/event/inter-hebrew-2020
The Lost Princess returns February 13th from 7:15pm
Join Cantor George Mordecai for a study of The Lost Princess, a deeply insightful story from 
Rabbi Nahman, incorporating music and meditation.
Learn Torah Trope - Monday evenings starting February 17th from 6:15pm
We are offering weekly classes in reading torah trope. Haftarah from 6:15pm- 7:15pm, Torah 
from 7.30pm- 8.15pm Registrations are essential: www.emanuel.org.au/event/torah-trope
Shabbat in The Circle - returns Saturday, 15 February, 2020 from 10:00am
Join us each month for a special Shabbat morning gathering, Shabbat In the Circle.

Health Brunch
Dealing with 

Anxiety & Depression  

23 February 2020
from 10:30am to 12:00 noon

Join us for the first in our series of brunches on 
issues of concern regarding our health. 
Our first speaker is Dr Michela Sorensen 
(B.Med, FRACGP) a General Practitioner 
specialising in Mental Health, Women's and 
Children's Health and Rural Health. Michela 
believes that mental illness is one of the biggest 
health issues faced by society today, and that’s 
why mental health awareness is the current focus 
of her community work. In any one year, around 
1 million Australian adults have depression, and 
over 2 million experience anxiety.
Register: www.emanuel.org.au/event/health-
brunch1

WORLD WIDE 
WRAP

Sunday, 2 February 2020 at 9:00am

Join with our people. Participate in the 
Mitzvah Experience the Wonder and Joy of 
Tefillin.
There’ll be a few extra sets and personal 
tefillin trainers to help you through the 
process. 
Afterwards, please join us for a light 
breakfast and learning session.
Male or female, first timers or old hands 
Please register: www.emanuel.org.au/event/
world-wide-wrap-2020

Sheloshim Service for Rabbi Brian Fox
Prayer service followed by a celebration of 
Rabbi Fox’s life in story, song and visual.

February 9th from 7:00pm
Emanuel Synagogue



  IN  MEMORY
There are mourners in our community to whom we extend our sincerest sympathies on the 
death of their loved ones.

Shiva:      Albert Salinas
Shloshim: Clifford Einstein, Mattie Tarragano, Kathleen (Kitty) Westman, 

   Rabbi Brian Fox AM, Michael Owen, Joy Jarman, Michael Reynolds,  
  Ibolya Salamon, Prof. Graham de Vahl Davis AM, Debra Elsass

  This week we observe the Yahrzeits of (observed by):                            * Memorial Light  

Shoah Remembrance: Moszek Cukier was born in Lwow, Poland in 1883 and lived there 
until he was murdered in 1941 during the Holocaust.

 Stephen Adler (Peter Adler)
 Bella Arenson (Elana Leigh, Belinda Levy)
* Gina Benjamin (Susan Benjamin)
* Leon Joshua Berliner
 Anne Blitz (Rami Moryosef )
 Angela Bloch (Basil Kaplan)
 Evrille Bortz (Lynne Perl)
 Annalise Braakensiek (Yadida Sekel)
 Chaim-Zvi Broch (Toni Kleiner)
* Michael Cahn
 David Carpenter (Dinah Danon)
 Betty Clark (Rachael Clark)
 Belinda Cork (Bruce Goldman)
* Klotilde Eichner
 Jean Faigen (David Faigen)
 Lena Faivel (Jeffrey Klein)
 Peter Fleischer (Ron Fleischer)
 Henryk Frant (Christine Harris)
 Raymond Frederikson (Gloria Schwarz)
 Sydney Friedlander  
 (Judith Kahn Friedlander)
* Michael Garda (Eugina Langley)
 Gersh Gershtein (Yvette Freidin)
 Lizzi Gertler (Robert Gertler, Vera Jacoby)
 Rebecca Glass (Garry Glass)
 Mark Gofman (Gennadi Gofman)
 Louis Goldberg (Michael Golding)
 Jeffrey Goldberg (Benzion Goldberg)
 Benita Harris (Sara Glaser)
* Alfred Harris
 Bernard Hirst (Ralph Hirst)
 Richard Immergluck (Yvonne Perczuk)
 Merilyn Katz (Robyn Katz)
 Jessie Kerlander (Steven Kerlander)
 Betty Lavigne (John Lavigne)

 Fay Lawrence (Yittah Lawrence)
 Sandra Lazarus (Mark Lazarus)
 Leon Lehrer (Carolyn Crawford,  
 Gus Lehrer)
 Steve (Zvi) Leivenzon  
 (Rochelle Leivenzon)
* Edgar E. Levey
 Sarah Levy (Mary Aston-Levy)
 Fanny Linker (Maurice Linker)
 Zislya Lyubarsky (Regina Shusterman)
 Eve Mankiewicz (Renee Koonin)
 Marcus Mintz (Peter Mintz)
 Ruth Muller (Frank Muller)
 Eva Nathan (David Nathan)
 Hyman Penn (David Penn)
 Margarette Pollak (Esther Simons)
 Yakov Porat (Yoav Porat)
 Alexander Rabin (Milly Goldman)
 Elinka Rabin (Milly Goldman)
 Sonia Rabin (Milly Goldman)
 Max Reich (Richard Grant)
 Joan Rein (Rosalind Tarszisz)
* Babette Rosenmann
* Maurycy Schwarzbaum  
 (Jacheta Schwarzbaum)
 Sidney Leopold Segal (Jillian Segal)
 Hymie Sherman (Brian Sherman)
 Mattes Skurnik (Mark Skurnik)
* Siegfried Sternberg
 Sylvia Vasin (Michael Vasin)
 Pamela Warnock (Anne Spero)
 Lutz Hans Wertheim (Viola Wertheim)


