
MAZAL TOV 
to Benjamin Dyce 
on his Bar Mitzvah

Samuel Gowland & 
Kobe Hayes Gowland 
on the welcome of their 
sons Ashton & Tatum

Jeremy & Rhiannon 
Spinak on the naming 
of their children 
Michael & Grace

CANDLE LIGHTING
Friday 7:51pm 
Saturday 8:59pm

TORAH 
Exodus 6:2 - 9:35 
(page 351)

HAFTARAH 
Ezekiel 28:25 - 29:21 
(page 369)

SHABBAT 
SERVICES 
Erev Shabbat
• 6:15pm - Pluralist 
   Service  
   (Neuweg Sanctuary)
• February 2nd 

Shabbat Live returns  
with special guest, 
Cantor George 
Mordecai

 
Shabbat Morning
• 9:00am - Masorti 

service 
(Neuweg Sanctuary) 

• 10:00am - 
Progressive service 
(Main Sanctuary) 

KEEP THE DATE
February 28 - Purim 
- Megillah reading 
and Purim Spiel!

SHABBAT BULLETIN
Parashah Vaera 12/13 January 2017  •  26 Tevet 5778 

Thinking beyond ourselves
This week’s parasha contains the first seven of the ten plagues inflicted upon 
Pharaoh and the Egyptian people. We read that when Moses and Aaron 
approached Pharaoh to let the Hebrew slaves go free, so that they may serve 
God, Pharaoh isn’t interested in allowing the Hebrew slaves to ge free. 
When Aaron cast his staff onto the ground, and it turned into a serpent, 
Pharaoh’s magicians did the same with their staffs, but then Aaron’s staff 
swallowed theirs. Pharaoh expresses that he is not impressed, and so the 
stakes grow higher - the plagues commence.
As the plagues increased in their intensity, we are told that even Pharaoh’s 
magicians were impressed, and supposedly, they were getting more and more 
worried about where this was leading. Yet, each time Moses and Aaron approach 
Pharaoh to let God’s people go, there is a great unwillingness on Pharaoh’s behalf 
to cooperate, and it is only after there is a great deal of suffering and either 
Pharaoh or those closest to him are impacted, that he relents, and tells Moses 
and Aaron that he will God’s people go. Of course, time after time, Pharaoh 
reneges on his commitment, and so the next plague commences.
When we look at the sequence of events and the impacts of what occurs, 
it isn’t Pharaoh who is suffering (at least not initially), and he displays no 
concern for his own people. He is not at risk of being “voted out” and losing 
control of power, so he isn’t concerned with their fate. If they aren’t there 
to help build gigantic palaces and monuments for him, he’ll get the next 
generation of people to ensure he is honoured in a manner suitable to his ego.
If you’re wondering why this sounds familiar, just look at any of the 
dictatorships that exist in our world. Even though in the vast majority of 
the cases, those leaders were voted into power, they have, through time, 
built a system of set of rules, whereby it is almost impossible to be deposed. 
When their people are suffering, it’s not something they take ownership of, 
or responsibility for. They often acknowledge the issues and the suffering, 
but it’s not something they are rushing to resolve, and they usually blame 
someone else for what’s happening. Only when the people, or a group within 
those people, want to invoke change AND they have enough resources, that 
there will be a change. 
It’s the same with Pharaoh. No matter how badly his people are suffering, 
he has no reason to give in to Moses’ demands to let God’s people go. When 
he, or those close to him, are affected, the game changes, and he wants to 
cooperate. When each of the plagues ease up, it’s back to being hard-hearted 
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continued over

Next Renewal Kabbalah Shabbat
Friday 9 February 6:15pm with Cantor George Mordecai and Rabbi Orna 
Triguboff in Neuweg Sanctuary 
 
MORNING MINYAN
Please note: Morning Minyan will resume on Jan 29, 2018.



Rabbi Jeffrey B. Kamins OAM
Arno & Hella Seefeldt Rabbinic Chair

Rabbi Jacqueline Ninio

Rabbi Dr Orna Triguboff

Rabbi Rafi Kaiserblueth

Rev. Sam Zwarenstein      
Director of Communal Engagement

and rejecting the requests.
Sadly, throughout the series of plagues, the Egyptians (and no doubt 
many of the Hebrew slaves) suffer a great deal. Would Pharaoh have acted 
differently if he knew that his position of power lay at the hands of those 
who elected him? If there was enough of an appetite for change and the 
people had the resources, would they have stopped Pharaoh acting only in 
his own interests? Would our story be different if the Egyptians’ story was 
different?
With all of that in mind, we have a responsibility to make sure we carry 
on telling the story, just as we do every year at the Pesach Seder. While 
it is primarily about about our story, our redemption from slavery, it is 
also about acknowledging that other people suffer needlessly too, and we 
should not forget about their plight and their role in our story.
Shabbat Shalom,

Reverend Sam Zwarenstein

Join Michael Rantissi, chef from the renowned Sydney restaurant 
Kepos Street Kitchen for a demonstration of some recipes from 

his new cookbook, 'Hummus & Co', (which he co-wrote with Kristy 
Frawley the co-owner of Kepos St Kitchen).

Tickets: just $60  A percentage of profits will go to OzHarvest. 
Book now: https://tinyurl.com/hummusco

with chef Michael Rantissi 
Wednesday 21 February 2018, from 7pm 

Emanuel Synagogue

Lunch 'n' Learn
How does Moses compare to other 

 leaders in our tradition?

This Saturday from 12:30pm

Rabbi Rafi Kaiserblueth explores the topic "How does Moses 
compare to other leaders in our tradition?".

Enjoy an exciting discussion over a delicious Shabbat lunch.
All welcome - no charge



WHAT’S ON
Harbourview Australia Day Dinner - 26 January at 7:30pm 
This young adult event is held in a private home. For more info contact us at 0458 130 321. 
Shabbat Tot - Friday February 2nd from 4:30pm-5:30pm
A lovely way to introduce your children to Shabbat and an opportunity to meet other families 
in the community. For 2 to 5 year olds. Parents and grandparents welcome!
Kef Kids - Fridays from 4:00pm-5:30pm (returns on February 2nd)
Educational program for children in years K–5 - an exciting, fun way for kids to connect with 
Judaism and their community, learn and form friendships with children in the congregation.
The World Wide Wrap is back - Sunday February 4 from 9:00am
Join with our people. Participate in the Mitzvah. Experience the Wonder & Joy of Tefillin.
There’ll be extra sets and personal tefillin trainers to help you through the process. Afterwards, 
please join us for a delicious bagel breakfast.
Male or female, first timers or old hands - join us and be a part of this lovely experience.
Renewal Shabbat Service with special guest Cantor George Mordecai 
Friday 9 February 2018 at 6:15pm in the Neuweg Sanctuary. Followed by a pot luck dinner 
and then music and meditation.
Kabbalah Meditation Tuesday evenings 7:30-8:30pm starting February 13th for 4 weeks 
Learn techniques to improve your focus, ability to relax and enjoy spiritual community.
followed by 
Kabbalah Text Study Tuesday evenings 8:30-9:30pm 
Taught by Rabbi Dr. Orna Triguboff, who has a Ph.D. in Kabbalah studies. 
Book now at www.emanuel.org.au

 
Give us a term and we'll give you Hebrew

This year, we are introducing weekly Beginners Hebrew and Intermediate Hebrew 
classes on Monday evenings from 5 February 2018, 6-7pm. In just one term we will 
open the world of reading a Hebrew prayerbook for you! Your commitment is just one 
hour a week and 10-15 minutes practice a day. Registrations are essential and are open 
now at https://tinyurl.com/beginhebrew and https://tinyurl.com/advhebrew

Journey in Judaism
Starting February 4, every Sunday morning of school term, we are introducing a new 
and exciting program to broaden your horizons and build on your journey in Judaism.  
You can partake in any one of the three parts of the journey, or all of it.  
From 9:00-9:45am we will have an informal  learner’s minyan to help you understand 
the pattern and meaning  of Jewish prayer.  From  9:45am we will be having light 
brunch. From  from 10:00-11:00am we conclude our journey with meaningful learning 
led by one of our clergy team on an exciting topic. 

Do you need help in dealing with bereavement?
Experience has shown that bereavement support can often offer individuals appropriate 
care in their time of need. Jacky Gerald, who has experience in this field, will be 
facilitating a number of one-hour group sessions on Monday evenings for those seeking 
help in dealing with bereavement.
As these sessions will be held off-site (in the CBD) registration will be required.
The next group is on Monday 5 February; please contact us by e-mail info@emanuel.org.au 
or call 9389 6444 and information on the sessions will be sent to you.



  IN  MEMORY

Shoah remembrance: Isser Tenenbaum was born in 1903 in Pinsk, Poland and lived there 
until he was murdered during the Holocaust.

 Stephen Adler (Peter Adler)
 Heather Andrew (Merril Shead)
 Bella Arenson (Bess Arenson, Elana Leigh,  
 Belinda Levy)
 Robyn Ashes (Agnes Spencer)
 Angela Bloch (Basil Kaplan)
 Ernest Bognar (George Bognar)
 Malcolm Chaikin (Lynette Chaikin)
* Celia Cohen
 Roy Thomas Cohen Halpin (Ross Halpin)
 Warren Dabscheck (Zina Kaplan)
 Vera David (Elizabeth Parker)
 Percy Denenberg (Stephen Denenberg)
 Lea Einfeld (Martin Einfeld, 
 Stewart Einfeld, Terry Einfeld)
 Lara Freedman (Roberta Freedman Smith)
 Rebecca Glass (Garry Glass)
 Mark Gofman (Gennadi Gofman)
 Mazal Fortune Golan (Charles Golan)
 Jeffrey Goldberg (Benzion Goldberg)
 Joseph Gordon (Valerie Lonstein)
 Sally Gubbay (Lynnette Helprin)
 Bona Hadjes (Myriam Romano)
* Alfred Harris
* Ralph Herschmann  
 (Lorraine Herschmann)
 Vac Hersta (Zara Yellin)
 Therese Hutzler (Marianne Silvers)
 Arthur Ingster (Lorraine Fox)
 Melitta Kornmehl (Jim Kornmehl)
 Sandra Lazarus (Mark Lazarus)
 Sarah Levy (Mary Aston-Levy)
 Colman Joseph Levy (Beth Levy)
 Maurice Harris Levy (Beth Levy)

 Regina Lowe (Peter Kitchener)
* Selma Lustig
* Adolf Lustig
 Joel Moryosef (Rami Moryosef)
 Irma Nemeny (Anna Loewy)
 Hyman Penn (David Penn)
 Dusia Perlberg (Zina Kaplan)
 Margaret (Peggy) Cecile Polak  
 (Aaron Polak)
 Yakov Porat (Yoav Porat)
* Max Rosenberg
* Babette Rosenmann
 Jadwiga Sapera (Tessa Boucher)
 Klaus Silvers (Marianne Silvers)
 Elizabeth Singer (Ted Popper)
 Mattes Skurnik (Mark Skurnik)
 Carmel Stafford (Albert Stafford)
* Siegfried Sternberg
 Freda Tanner (Sylvia Luikens)
 Elwin Trope (Nicole Sacks)
 Froim Vakhgelt (Ludmila Shneidman)

There are mourners in our community to whom we extend our sincerest sympathies on the 
death of their loved ones.
Shiva:  Norma Brender, Ivan Fedor
Shloshim: Hyacinth Cunio, Ruth Kedzier, Edward Strasser, Frederich Feldman, Joel Hess

  This week we observe the Yahrzeits of (observed by):                            * Memorial Light  


