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Living our lives in a manner  
worthy of our inheritance

Because the Torah reflects life itself, one does not find stories of 
harmonious families, where every member simply and always loves the 
other. In the second generation of humankind, Cain kills his brother 
Abel. In the second generation of Jewish history, Isaac and Ishmael 
have conflict. It seems that sibling rivalry is at least as old as the Torah 
itself. However, why does the Torah, a moral, ethical and religious code, 
explicitly describe the dysfunctional dimensions of so many of our role 
models?  This week’s parasha raises the question again.
Toldot focuses upon the story of Esau - a physical, brash and impulsive 
hunter - and Jacob, more cerebral, gentle, thoughtful and patient but 
also an opportunist and a problem-solver. From their earliest days in 
their mother’s womb, they fight with one another. In their early years, 
they squabble over the family’s birthright, to which Esau as the oldest 
son is legally entitled, but sells cheaply to an opportunistic Jacob. Then, 
as their father ages, Jacob, spurred on by his mother, tricks his father 
to receive his father’s blessing. Principles of goodness and justice make 
us question Jacob’s behaviour, yet he is one of our three patriarchs 
acknowledged during every prayer service. Esau, on the other hand, is 
mentioned only these early stories, and then in later parts of the Bible 
as the forerunner or our enemies, Edom and Amalek. While the Torah 
describes this unhealthy family conflict, it seems to favour Jacob over 
Esau, seemingly siding with an apparent wrongdoer over his victim.
The Torah must be teaching something beyond the problem of sibling 
rivalry – it seems that its focus is the notion of automatic privilege by 
status, particularly the automatic transfer of a special birthright to every 
oldest son, regardless of who that son may be. The Torah is not afraid 
to reject and replace such traditions when they no longer make sense. 
While the biological status of a first-born son has unique status known 
as the “bachor”, the Torah rejects biology as the sole definer of one’s 
worth. A person’s birthright does not presuppose ones ‘life-right’. The 
Torah cares more about how we live our lives, as opposed to what one 
deserves due to an inherited status.  In this way, we understand that 
Torah is a living Torah, and its teachings must adapt to circumstances of 
our time. 
When we trace the life of Jacob, he never repeats the same mistake or 
wrong more than once. He also allows others in his family to forgive and 
to be forgiven. By doing this, he establishes his right as a progenitor of 
the Jewish people. We must live our lives in a manner that is worthy of 
our inheritance, including modifying and changing ancient traditions 
when they no longer serve families and communities of love and 
kindness we are called to create as a core principle of Torah.  With these 

MAZAL TOV to 
Asher Vexler 
on his Bar Mitzvah 
(Main Sanctuary)

CANDLE LIGHTING
Friday 7:20pm 
Saturday 8:21pm

TORAH
Genesis 25:19 - 28:9
(page 146) 

HAFTARAH 
I Samuel 20:18 - 20:42 
(page 1215) 

Erev Shabbat
• 6:15pm 
  Shabbat Live 
  (Main Sanctuary)
  Renewal Kabbalat 
  Shabbat 
  (Neuweg Sanctuary
  Masorti service 
  (Preschool) 
 
Shabbat Morning
• 9:00am 

Masorti service 
(Neuweg Sanctuary) 

• 10:00am 
Progressive service 
(Main Sanctuary)

MORNING MINYAN
• 6:45am Monday 
   and Thursday 
• 8:30am first Sunday
of every month followed 
by breakfast 
(Neuweg Sanctuary)

Please note, Morning 
Minyan will end on 
Dec 21st and resume on 
Jan 29, 2018
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thoughts, we celebrate the results of this week’s plebiscite and look forward 
to the legislation that will enable the clergy of Emanuel Synagogue the 
ability to officiate at same sex marriage ceremonies in the very near future. 
Shabbat Shalom
Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins

November 19th is

Mitzvah Day
We will be collecting items and 
creating packs for  children in 

Indigenous communities. Please 
donate any of the following NEW 
items for boys and girls aged 3-5
• washer
• soap
• antiseptic 

cream
• band aids
• underwear

• pocket 
tissues

• tooth paste
• toothbrush
• socks
• singlets

Just bring them to the synagogue 
and place them in the baskets in 
the foyer.
Come along on Sunday Nov 19 
between 10am and 11:30am and 
help us put all the materials into 
packs for the children.

MEMORIES OF EMANUEL
“Memories of Emanuel: an exhibition  

celebrating 80 years of Emanuel”
Have you celebrated a birth, bar/bat mitzvah, wedding or other 
occasion at Emanuel Synagogue?  We are creating an exhibition 
of photographs to celebrate our synagogue, the people and stories 
within our community and we need your help. Please scan and send 
your photos together with a few sentences explaining the photos and 
to 80years@emanuel.org.au

The Music of 
Carole King & 
James Taylor

This Saturday night 
from 8:00pm

Come and spend an evening 
with friends in our '70s-style 
lounge (Neuweg), enjoy a light, 
retro supper and our talented 
musicians as they bring us the 
immortal music of Carole King 
and James Taylor. 
BYO
Cost: $15 members, $20 non-
members. 
Book now: tinyurl.com/
kingemanuel

Planning a wedding?
Wedding Expo

December 10 from 7:00pm- 9:00pm
Let us help you realize the wedding of your dreams!

Meet our amazing team of Rabbis • Preview our new sanctuary and 
function spaces • Listen to the music of talented wedding musicians • 
Meet suppliers including florists, caterers, photographers & much more.



WHAT’S ON
Kef  Kids - Fridays from 4:00pm-5:30pm

Educational program for children in years K–5 - an exciting, fun way for kids to connect with 
Judaism and their community, learn and form friendships with children in the congregation. 

Kabbalah Meditation - Tuesday nights in November 7:30-8:30pm 
followed by Text study 8:30pm-9:30pm with Rabbi Dr Orna Triguboff and special guests.

Screening - A Spiel Full of Meshuggah Revisited - Sunday 26th November at 2:00pm 
Did you love the Purim Spiel and wish you could see it again? Were you unable to come to 
the spiel and are devastated you missed it? Fear not! We have a professional recording of the 
event for you to come and enjoy all the laughs, all the groans, all the puns of Purim. In the 
hall on the big screen!

Chanukah Communal Shabbat Dinner - Friday 15th December at 7:30pm 
Join us after Shabbat services for a special communal Shabbat dinner for Chanukah with 
delicious food, great company and a beautiful Shabbat atmosphere.

Chanukah Temple Of Song - Saturday 16th December at 8:00pm 
A soulful evening of music, singing and connection. Opening the heart through the emotive 
power of songs. Joining Rabbi Dr Orna Triguboff are Amir Paiss and Avishai Barnatan Music, 
playing an uplifting blend of traditional Hebrew and Klezmer mixed with Middle Eastern 
inspirations. Book now: www.trybooking.com/SMNZ
Chanukah on the Beach - Monday 18th December from 5:00pm 
Bring a picnic dinner. We’ll supply the sufganiyot! 
Meet at Parsley Bay Beach at 5pm. Fun for all the family!
Renewal Kabbalat Shabbat - Friday 22nd December from 7:00pm 
Come and welcome Shabbat with Nadav Kahn and Rabbi Dr Orna Triguboff.
Followed by a picnic - bring a plate of food to share. Meet at Bronte Beach. 
Netzer Junior Camp - MachaNoar (Years 3-8) - 23rd to 28th January 2018
Book now - www.netzer.org.au/camp
Netzer Senior Camp - MachaNetzer (Years 9-12) - 8th to 16th January 2018
Book now - www.netzer.org.au/camp

Our Jewish Story:  Tradition and Change
Monday from 6:00pm-7:30pm
Rabbi Kaiserblueth will discuss 

 The authorship of the Torah - who wrote it and does it matter?

Our Jewish Story: Our Land, Our People
Monday from 10:00am - 11:30am

Rabbi Kamins will present a review of Zionism’s and Israel’s foundational doctrines: 
The Basle Program (1897), The Balfour Declaration (1917), the United Nations 
Partition Resolution (1947) and The Declaration of Independence (1948).



  IN  MEMORY

Shoah remembrance: Elisabeth Janowitz was born in 1907 in Kezmark, Czechoslovakia 
and lived there until 1942 when she was murdered in Auschwitz during the Holocaust.

*   Alice Maude Amsberg
  Conrad Voss Bark (Gene Melzack)

    Doris Blackman (Daniel Newhouse)
*  Leonard Irwin Catts (Dianne Joseph)
*  Rose Cowen (Geoffrey Cowen)
    Edie Doobov (Sydney Bogan)
    Rudolf Engel (Elizabeth Green,  
    Charlotte Shelton)
    Alexander Feldman (Vladimir Feldman)
*  Tibor J. Gal 
    Margot Gerechter (Ronald Gerechter)
*  Solomon Gordon 
   Manfred Green (Elizabeth Green)
    Jenny Green (Joel Nothman)
*  Jacob & Maria Gries 
*  Anna, Nesla, Rachel Regina Gries 
*  Naftali Gries 
   Stephen Griew (Robert Griew)
   Minnie Gross (Colin Gross)
   Gerda Betty Hauck (Andrew Cohen)
   Sidney Helprin (Lynette Helprin)
   Gabriel Hellman (Jack Hellman)
*  Israel Horwitz 
*  Sydney Shea Hurst 
  Leslie Jacobs (Donna Sife)
*  Charlotte Kohn 
   David Paul Landa (Sophie Landa)
   Max Lees (Devorah Lees)
*  Ferdynand Lemler
   Gerry Levy (Michael Levy)

   Maureen Mendelsohn  
   (Graeme Mendelsohn)
   Norman Morris (Sandie Morris-Mikardo)
   Hans Mueller (Linda Penn)
   Leon Nossovitzky (Samuel Leon)
   Leslie Parker (Shimon Parker)
* David Pelerman 
  Benno Perlman (Bernice Bachmayer,  
  Ian Perlman)
  Frances (Fruma) Pien (Joseph Pien)
  Aloysius Popper (Ted Popper)
  Dina Prager (Victor Prager)
  Graham Sydney Price (June Price)
  Zell Rabin (Wendy Goldman)
  Anne (Nancy) Rogers (Rosalie Rogers)
* Rebecca Eve Rosen 
  Margaret Olga Ross (Ian Brodie)
  Philip Rubner (Steve Rubner)
  Carol Samet (Warren Pantzer)
  Rose Sandy (Robert Sandy)
  Selwyn Simon (Salome Simon)
* Robert Sobel 
  Nellie Soloduhin (Judith Bogan)
  Millie Stern (Roger Davis)
  Alexandre Manassi Sultan  
  (Michele Sultan)
  Ted (Theodore) Tepper (Nicholas Tepper)
  Rysia Trief (Anita Zweig)
  Enid Mary Tuxford (Judith Goodman)
  Elizabeth Zinner (Ursula Moddel)

There are mourners in our community to whom we extend our sincerest sympathies on the 
death of their loved ones.
Shiva:  Marta Pikler
Shloshim: Judith Cantor, Marc Kestenbaum, Alan Kennedy, Rae Kushe,  

Stanley Bloomfield, Peter Solomon

  This week we observe the Yahrzeits of (observed by):                            * Memorial Light  


