
MAZAL TOV

MacKenzie Berman 
on his Bar Mitzvah 
(Heritage Sanctuary) 
Ranald & Samantha 
Kogan on the naming 
of their daughter,  
Gia Allegra (Neuweg)
CANDLE LIGHTING 
Friday 4:37pm 
Saturday 5:14pm
TORAH (page 840) 
Numbers 13:1 - 15:41
HAFTARAH (page 857) 
Joshua 2:1 - 2:24
SHABBAT SERVICES 
Erev Shabbat 
• 6:15pm Masorti service 

(Neuweg)
• 6:15pm Shabbat Live 

(New Sanctuary)
Shabbat Morning
• 9:00am -  

Masorti service 
(New Sanctuary)

• 10:00am -  
Progressive service 
(Heritage Sanctuary)

Welcome to  
MDA Shabbat

• Thank you to the 
Berman family for 
sponsosoring the 
Progressive kiddush

• Thank you to Nora's 
Kitchen for preparing 
the Masorti kiddush.

SHABBAT BULLETIN
Parasha Sh'lach 28/29 June 2019 • 26 Sivan 5779 

Building a dwelling place for the divine
In an article recently written by Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, he described 
how powerfully moved he was when he encountered a teaching given 
by the late Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson. 
The teaching offered by Rabbi Schneerson focused on the story of the 
twelve spies found in this week’s parsha.
The Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  
“Send men to scout the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the 
Israelite people; send one man from each of the ancestral tribes, each one a 
chieftain among them.” (Numbers 13:1-2)
A few verses later the story continues;
"At the end of forty days they returned from scouting the land. They went 
straight to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite community, this is 
what they told him: “We came to the land you sent us to; it does indeed 
flow with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. However, the people 
who inhabit the country are powerful, the cities are fortified and large. 
We cannot attack those people for they are stronger than us.” (Numbers 
13:25-32)
The major commentators all focus on the spies’ fear of the inhabitants. 
They focus on the Israelite’s lack of belief in themselves. Generations 
of slavery in Egypt had rendered them totally incapable of embracing 
the challenge of settling the land promised to them by God.  
Rabbi Schneerson, building on earlier Hassidic commentators, argued 
that the spies were not at all afraid of the Canaanite inhabitants. In 
fact, the Torah tells us earlier that the opposite was the case. From the 
perspective of the major Hassidic masters the spies were actually afraid 
of success! Their only mistake was that they wanted to remain close to 
God. During their years in the desert the Israelites received manna (an 
edible substance provided by God as the Israelites travelled through 
the desert); they were protected by the presence of the Shechinah (the 
in-dwelling immanent presence of God), and the feeling of kedusha 
(closeness to God) was palpable at all times. God, however, never 
intended to keep the Israelites dependent on Her forever. Spiritual 
maturity requires an itoruta de la tata, an effort from all of us here, in 
this imperfect and broken world. Only in this way can God truly be 
manifested in our world. The mistake of the spies was their inability to 
realise this. At some point the umbilical cord keeping them dependent 
on God for all their needs had to be severed.
There is a core principle in Hassidic thought which revolves around 
the idea that God needs a dwelling place - a dira be tahton - here in 
our world. We are not meant to spend our lives separated from others 
in the pursuit of holiness. Ultimately closeness to God requires us to 
be in active relationship with all of God’s creation.
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There is a story in the Talmud that further elucidates this point. Rabbi Shimon Bar Yohai was a 
famous rabbi and freedom fighter during the time of intense Roman oppression. It is said that 
he, along with his son, hid in a cave for twelve years learning Torah and surviving off a carob 
tree and fresh water that God had provided them with. When the persecution ended, they left 
the cave and immediately encountered farmers toiling the land. Bar Yohai and his son could not 
believe that the farmer was not studying Torah. Years in the cave had blinded them to the fact 
that people could not live on study alone, but had to work hard, toil the land and earn a living. 
To punish the farmer, they burned the field with their gaze and all the produce was destroyed. 
A bat kol (heavenly voice) arose saying, “Have you come out of the cave and into the world in 
order to destroy it? Is this what the years of Torah study have taught you? Return back to the 
cave!” It required another twelve months in the cave for Bar Yohai and his son to learn that the 
purpose of Torah study is to embody its teachings and apply them in the world. 
To enter the land and ‘conquer’ it, is a metaphor for the work we need to do to overcome all that 
inhibits us from realising the full potential in our lives. That is how we build a dira betahton, 
here, in this world.
Shabbat Shalom,
Cantor George Mordecai

Torah  
Dedication Ceremony

Join us for an educational and moving ceremony, as we welcome a new Sefer Torah 
dedicated by the Hauser Family to our congregation in loving memory of Alexander Hauser.
This is a special opportunity to learn more about what goes into writing a Sefer Torah, 
to watch as the scribe writes the final letters, and to welcome our newest Sefer Torah.

Sunday 30 June 2019 at 11:00am
Please register:  tinyurl.com/emanuel-torah

Social Justice Summit 
Beyond the Tribe

28 July 9:00am - 6:30pm
Come and be inspired to build the 
Australia of your dreams at this first of 
it's kind event in Sydney for the Jewish 
Community.

Bondi Pavilion
Bookings: events.humanitix.com.au/
social-justice-summit-beyond-the-tribe



WHAT’S ON
Shabbat Tot - for 2-5 year olds - Friday July 5 from 4:30pm - 5:30pm
A lovely way to introduce your children to Shabbat and to meet other families.
Family Friday - Friday July 5 from 5:30pm
Come along for a light, child-friendly dinner and then stay for services.
A great opportunity to meet families in the congregation and celebrate Shabbat together.
Jew Natal - new monthly sessions start July 21st from 3:00pm - 4:00pm.
Calling all expecting couples, regardless of whether this is your first, second or more! Join 
Rabbi Rafi Kaiserblueth for a series of informal sessions, designed as preparation for birth 
in a Jewish context. Call the office on 9389 6444 for details.
Conversations about Israel - Monday 10:00am-11:30am
Reflections on Entebbe - this week marks the anniversary of the famed rescue in which 
Israeli commandos flew 2,000 miles into the heart of Africa to bring home over 100 
Jewish hostages. Rabbi Kaiserblueth will look back to the rescue and the issues it raises.
The Lost Princess -  weekly from Thursday July the 25th at 7.15pm
Cantor George Mordecai will start a new series of classes. To kick off we will study The 
Lost Princess, a deeply insightful story from Rabbi Nahman, with music and meditation. 
Everybody welcome.

Conversations about Health
Legal and Illegal Drugs

with Dr Alex Wodak
Why does almost every Australian 

family have a  member with a 
serious drug problem?

Sunday June 30 
from 5:00pm-6:30pm

Dr Wodak is one of Australia's 
preeminent drug law reformists and 

was the instigator of the nationwide roll 
out of needle and syringe programs, 
preventing a major HIV outbreak, 

stabilised hepatitis C rates and saved 
countless lives.

Members free, non-members: $10   
Register: tinyurl.com/wodak-talk

In Conversation
The War on 
SLAVERY

Today, despite being illegal everywhere,  
40-45 million people live in slavery. 
The largest number of slaves the world 
has ever seen.
Presenting a special In Conversation 
featuring Kevin Hyland OBE (the 

world’s first Independent Anti-slavery 
Commissioner), together with a panel of 

experts on modern slavery, forced 
labour and human trafficking.

Sunday July 7, 2019 
from 5:00pm-6:30pm

Please register:  
events.humanitix.com.au/stop-slavery

Film Screening - "Food Fighter"
The incredible story of OzHarvest Founder and CEO Ronni Kahn, the inspirational 
film follows Ronni for 2.5 years on her mission to tackle food waste and feed those in 

need, both in Australia and abroad.
Sunday 21 July from 5:00pm - 6:30pm

Introduced by Ronni Kahn  Members: $10 Non-members $15, Under-18s free



  IN  MEMORY

 Polina Alperovitch (Rozalia Alpert)
 Semyon Alperovitch (Rozalia Alpert)
 Maya Ameisen (Helena Ameisen)
 Edith Aramaty (Albert Heman)
* Pauline Auslaender
 Alfred Bayer (Rosemary Stafford)
* Geoffrey Louis Berkman
 Ester Billig (Helen Engel, Irene Smith)
 Hannah Block (David Block)
 Jack Brandon (Sidney Brandon)
 Frank Buyers (Judi Hall)
 Bessie Rebecca Cantor (Jill Gold,  
 Pamela Leon)
 Oswald Louis Cantor (Jill Gold,  
 Pamela Leon)
* Arthur Corrick
 Ruth David (Ellen Stone)
* Solomon Diggerman
 Magda Dorsy (Eva Skimin)
 Charley Dubowitz (Natalie Gafen)
 Hyman Dyke (Lilian Berley)
 Charles Ezer (Jacqueline Ezer)
 Maxwell Faigen (David Faigen,  
 Mark Faigen)
 Abraham Morris Fredilis  
 (Deborah Dorrian)
 Zelman Freeman (Anthony Freeman)
 Albert (Bumi) Fried (Vera Goldberg)
* Irma Glass (Jonathan Glass)
 Lily Gold (Harold Gold)
 Nathan Gold (Harold Gold)
* Leslie Gordon
 Rosemary Govendir (Lyn Mallach)
 Solomon Grinberg (Ary Grinberg,  
 Regina Shusterman)
 Maurice Albert Gubbay  
 (Lynnette Helprin)
 Irene Haber (Richard Haber)
 Marton Hamor (George Hamor)
 Jan Ryan Heffernan (Drew Heffernan)
* William Herz
* Hannah Isaaks

 Rachel Jackson (Gordon Jackson)
 Ray Jacobson (Martin Jacobson)
* Mietek (Michael) Kalowski  
 (Steven Kalowski and grandchildren)
* Max Kristian
* Julia Lamberger (Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins)
 Edith Lederman (Philip Lederman)
 Benzion Levy (Mary Aston-Levy)
 Chaim Levy (Mary Aston-Levy)
 Bernard Linker (Maurice Linker)
* Alfred Abraham Loebel
 Alice Lowy (Michelle Goldman)
 Simpson Joseph Maybloom  
 (Bernard Maybloom)
 Else Meyer (Cecily Parris)
 Max Miller (Netty Grant)
 Barney Millstone (Dorothy Kilner)
* Anna Nadel (Ervin Nadel)
* Morris Newman (Margaret Perrott)
 Harold Newstead (Valerie Newstead)
 Michael Pincus (Sharon Jacobson)
 Martha Reiss (Elizabeth Parker)
 Sybil Henrietta Roden (Robert Roden)
* Samuel Rosen
 Valerie Isa Rosenwax (Jill Gold,  
 Pamela Leon)
 Meyer Rosenwax (Jill Gold, Pamela Leon)
 Lily Ruttner (Elise Kaye)
 Montague Benjamin Said (Cathy Laurence)
 Elizabeth Schon (Judith Gleiber)
 Samuel Schon (Judith Gleiber)
 Vera Schon (Judith Gleiber)
 Agnes Schon (Judith Gleiber)
 Rhoda Shaw (Valerie Davis)
 Leah Sher (Isadore Sher)
 Vera Stone (Paul Stone)
 Fredryka Tauber (Serge Tauber)
 Aranka Winter (Judith Gleiber)
 Roland Winter (Judith Gleiber)
 Jules Wynhausen (Gabrielle Magner,  
 Eve Wynhausen)

There are mourners in our community to whom we extend our sincerest sympathies on the 
death of their loved ones.

Shiva: Leonard Collins, David Rosswick, Sylvia Weissenberg, George Greenfield
Shloshim: Margalith Spindler, Clara Fredilis, George Shelton, Moira Garvie 

Leonard Robuck, Eva Gottlieb, Zdenek Weiss, Pauline Vellins,  
Jean Margaret Brodie, Dolly Shadler, Carole Anne Whitby

  This week we observe the Yahrzeits of (observed by):                            * Memorial Light  

Shoah Remembrance: Marek Gordon was born in Warsaw, Poland in 1927 and lived there 
until 1943 when he was murdered in Majdanek Camp during the Holocaust.


