
MAZAL TOV
Charlie Trachtenberg on 
his  Bar Mitzvah  
(Main Sanctuary)
Talia Friedman on the 
naming of her baby Ethan 
Quentin (New Sanctuary)
Rabbi Rafi &  
Rachel Kaiserblueth on 
the naming of their baby 
(New Sanctuary)
CANDLE LIGHTING 
Friday 6:59pm 
Saturday 7:57pm
TORAH (page 69) 
Genesis 18:1 - 22:24
HAFTARAH (page 94) 
II Kings 4:1 - 4:37
SHABBAT SERVICES 
Erev Shabbat 
• 6:15pm -  

Masorti Service  
(Neuweg)

• 6:15pm - Shabbat Live 
(New Sanctuary)

Shabbat Morning
• 9:00am -  

Masorti service 
(New Sanctuary)

• 9am-10am - Renewal 
Meditation 
(Neuweg)

• 10:00am -  
Progressive service 
(Main Sanctuary)

• 10:15am -  
The Heart of Prayer 
(Neuweg) 
_________________

Morning Minyan 
Mon and Thurs at 6:45am 
(New Sanctuary)
Many thanks to the 
Kaiserblueth family and 
Emanuel Synagogue for 
sponsoring the kiddush

SHABBAT BULLETIN
Shabbat Vayera 26/27 October 2018 • 18 Cheshvan 5779

The Power of Seeing, Being Seen & a Sacred Well
One of the themes of this week’s Torah reading is: the act of seeing: seeing 
on a physical level and seeing (or perceiving) on an intellectual, spiritual 
and/or feeling level. It is said by many psychologists, that one of the worst 
things you can do to a person is to ignore them.
Being in communication and seeing or “being seen” by the other, gives 
us a feeling of wellbeing, can help in problem solving, and help us know 
ourselves on a deeper level.
It is even said in the midrash, that God created the world so as to be in 
relationship with the creation, so as to “be seen”. Our Torah reading begins 
with Avraham and Sarah seeing three divine messengers, angels, from 
whom they receive a message that they will have a child, and Abraham 
receives healing after his circumcision. By seeing the angels they see God 
in a filtered manner.
It brings a question regarding whether they actually see God or see an 
angel or simply get in touch with a deep level of inspiration?
Sages such as Rashi state that communing with an angel connection is 
a metaphor for getting a good idea, being inspired. “I see!” is a typical 
comment made when having a revelation.
The theme of seeing is continued in our Torah reading, when Hagar is 
tragically wandering the desert with her son, Ishmael. God perceives their 
distress and hears the cry of Ishmael “from where he was”, in the state he 
was.  Immediately an angel appears to Hagar and “opens her eyes”. She 
immediately sees the water-filled well that will save her and her son’s life 
and she receives a message that leads her on, to a hope-filled future.
What does it mean to be heard from exactly where we are? Does it mean 
to be understood in the deepest of our pain? Does it mean to be seen even 
when we are not at our best? Is that when solutions can be seen?
“What does it mean to have our eyes opened?” asks Ramban, the 13th 
Century Sephardic commentator. When the angel opens Hagar’s eyes, she 
sees the water that will save her life and sees the panorama of her destiny.
In the arid basin of Mecca, surrounded on all sides by the bare mountains 
of the Arabian desert, stands a small, stone hut that Isalm refers to as 
the Kaaba: “the Cube”. Around The Cube, is the holiest Moslem site,  
Al-Masjid Al-Harām “the Sacred Mosque”. Its location determines the 
direction a Moslem stands when they pray (just as it is traditional for Jews 
to face Jerusalem). Near this sanctuary is an ancient well, called Zamzam. 
Fed by a bountiful underground spring, tradition claims this to have been 
the well that saved Hagar and Ishmael. 
This week, may we receive the blessing of having eyes to see the Well of 
Hope that sustains us in life. May we be seen in compassion by others and 
may we see the depths of our loved ones with love.
Shabbat Shalom
Rabbi Dr Orna Triguboff
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The ACO Returns to Emanuel!
November 26 from 6:30pm

The Australian Chamber Orchestra is returning to  
Emanuel Synagogue for an inspiring, intimate performance in the elegant 

surrounds of the synagogue's New Sanctuary.
Don't miss this extraordinary evening with Richard Tognetti and the ACO.

The concert will also include a short performance by talented local musicians.
Bookings are now open: tinyurl.com/acoconcert18

November 18 is Mitzvah Day
Mitzvah Day is a day set aside across the world where communities gather together to perform 
mitzvot and make positive change in the world
This year we will be focusing our efforts on indigenous children. We will be working with 
Gunawirra to create care packs for 4 year old children as part of their “Big Ideas” Programme. 
Before the day we ask that you donate new items to create the packs: 
Please see: tinyurl.com/emanuelmitzvah for list of items needed, Gunnawirra and the day.

80 Shabbat Dinners
When: Friday November 9th 

Where: your place

To celebrate our synagogue’s 80th birthday we want to have 80 Shabbat 
dinners on one Shabbat! All you need to do is invite some friends 
and family to your place for Shabbat dinner on the 9th November 

and register your dinner with us and receive your host’s gift.  
Make a date with your mates to celebrate! Register now: tinyurl.com/80-shabbats

The board and management of 
Emanuel Synagogue welcome the 

Hon. Ray Williams MP,  
Minister for Multiculturalism,  
his guests and members of the  

NSW Jewish Board of Deputies for 
the Multiculturalism NSW  

Shabbat Dinner.



WHAT’S ON
Kef Kids - Fridays from 4:00pm-5:30pm
Kef Kids is an educational program for children in years K–5 - an exciting, fun way for kids to 
connect with Judaism and their community. 
Conversations about Israel - every Monday from 10:00am-11:30am 
Every Monday, join Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins or guest speakers to examine the complex issues facing 
contemporary Israel. Should we move the Australian embassy to Jerusalem? - a review of opinions.
Remembrance Day Service - Friday November 9 from 6:15pm
A service to commemorate the centenary of the end of WWI, honouring all those who have 
served and are serving, and those who gave the ultimate sacrifice so that we can live our lives 
free from tyranny and persecution.

Shabbat Project at Emanuel
On the 26th and 27th October, the Emanuel Synagogue community will join one 
million Jews around the world in celebrating Shabbat. 
Saturday 27 October from 9:00am-10:00am - Kabbalah Meditation classes 
Rabbi Dr Orna Triguboff will be teaching a free Jewish Mindfulness session. All welcome.
Saturday 27 October from 10:00am-12:00pm - T h e H e a r t o f P ray e r
Join us as we seek a deeper, more intimate encounter with the Shabbat morning service.  
Open to beginners of all ages and those wishing to improve their appreciation of the liturgy.  
For more information and bookings, see: emanuel.org.au/Shabbat-project

Border Politics movie
This Sunday 28 October from 7:00pm

In this fascinating documentary, leading Australian human rights barrister Julian 
Burnside travels the globe to investigate the role that anti-terrorism legislation is 
playing not only in the lives of the displaced, but all of us. Producer Lois Harris 
will present the movie.    Book now: tinyurl.com/borderfilm

 

Plus61J presents
Nicholas Wolpe - 

South Africa’s Victory over Apartheid and Mandela’s Legacy
Sunday November 4th from 2:30pm to 5:00pm

Nicholas Wolpe is the son of one of those arrested with Nelson Mandela at Rivonia in 
1963. This saw Mandela and seven others convicted and sentenced to prison. Nicholas is 
now head of the Lilliesleaf Foundation, which includes a museum and education centre 
honouring their struggle and achievements. 
Book now: tinyurl.com/wolpe-talk

Plus61J together with Emanuel Synagogue present

Israel, Jews & the Middle East through film
Join us each month for a fascinating festival of film followed by engaging discussion 
14th November, 7:00pm for 7:15pm      Mizrahi Immigration to Israel
Baba Joon (2015, 91 minutes) Baba Joon, the winner of five Israeli 
“Oscars,” is a universal story about intergenerational conflict.
More info and bookings: emanuel.org.au/films



  IN  MEMORY

 Elisheva Alman (Leonie Lilienfeld)
 Eve Banfield (Mary Banfield)
 Etta Brania Bat Teival (Phillip Stiassny)
 Sidney R. Bloomfield (Peter Bloomfield)
 Mabel Coppel (Valerie Coppel)
* Sarah Augusta Davis
 Rozalia (Roza) Enis (Joseph Enis)
 Susan French (Carolyn Saul)
 Maurice Gotlieb (Kim Gotlieb)
 Sydney Albert Gubbay (Helen Fenton)
 David Harris (Benjamin Harris)
* Marcus Harris
* Emanuel Herrman
 Michael Hirshorn (Susan Hirshorn)
 Leo Huppert (Elizabeth Sharota)
* Sydney Emanuel Isaacs
 Zona Jessup (Suzanne Rosen,  
 Steve Rubner)
 Helen Kleinlehrer  
 (Aron Kleinlehrer, Robert Kleinlehrer 
 Esther Kleinlehrer-Goldie)
* Annie Luie
 Joseph Faraj Messiah (Karen Fried)
 Mendel Miller (Debbie Warnock)
 Percy Morris (David Morris)
 Gillian Muncke (Gerd Muncke)
 Henry Nathan (David Gordon,  
 Karen Gordon)
 Frank Newman (William Newman)
 Cheryl Newstead (Graham Newstead)
 David Oren (Dahlia Dior)
 Helga Rose (Benjamin Harris)
 Gabriel Rose (Karin Rose)

 Anne Roth (John Roth)
 Fay Rutstein (Edward Rutstein,  
 Natan Rutstein)
 Frieda Schalit (Ethel Davis)
 Bob Shteinman (Ruth Shteinman)
* Rose Simmons
 Peter Singer (Jeff Singer)
 Helena Sofer Schreiber (Mildred Teitler)
 Peter Bryan Solomon (Jenny Solomon)
* Constance Rosetta Spiegel
* Fanny Spray
 Kitty Stanton (Frances Cufar)
* Thomas Emery Wright (Peter Wright)

There are mourners in our community to whom we extend our sincerest sympathies on the 
death of their loved ones.
Shiva: Susan Szabo, Rose Zwi, Susan King
Shloshim: Carole Solomon, Else Weiss, Giorgio Mario Ventura, Mirja Perheentupa, Isaac 

Abramowitz, Ronald Coppel, Joe Barrington, Valerie Lonstein, Becky Goliger, 
Helen Zwarenstein, Malka Kayla bat David, Janos Bonta,  Sophie Diamond, 

 Alfred Parker, Arthur Eizenberg

  This week we observe the Yahrzeits of (observed by):                            * Memorial Light  

Shoah remembrance: Freida Kulberg was born in Moldavia, Romania in 1880 and 
lived in Belgrad, Yugoslavia there until when she was murdered there in 1941 during the 
Holocaust.


