
MAZAL TOV
Lucy Klein 
on her Bat Mitzvah 
(New Sanctuary)
Zac Krieger  
on his Bar Mitzvah 
(Heritage Sanctuary)
Justus & Alexandra 
Hammer on the 
naming of their 
daughter, Amalia  
(New Sanctuary)
CANDLE LIGHTING 
Friday 7:22pm 
Saturday 8:29pm
TORAH (page 485 
Exodus 30:11 - 34:35
HAFTARAH (page 499) 
I Kings 18:1 - 18:39 
SHABBAT SERVICES 
Erev Shabbat 
• 6:15pm Shabbat Live 

(New Sanctuary)
• 6:15pm - Masorti 

service (Neuweg)
Shabbat Morning
• 9:00am -  

Masorti service 
(New Sanctuary)

• 10:00am -  
Progressive service 
(Heritage Sanctuary)

              _________________

Morning minyan is on 
Monday and Thursdays 
at 6:45am
             _________________

Beach Kabbalat Shabbat 
March 22 from 7:00pm
email orna@emanuel.org.au 
for location

SHABBAT BULLETIN
Shabbat Ki Tisa 22/23 February 2019 • 18 Adar I 5779

The question of a half-shekel
At the very beginning of the parasha, we read; “When you take a 
census of the Israelite people according to their enrollment, each shall 
pay God a ransom for himself on being enrolled, that no plague may 
come upon them through their being enrolled. This is what everyone 
who is entered in the records shall pay: a half-shekel by the sanctuary 
weight - twenty gerahs to the shekel - a half-shekel as an offering to 
God” (Exodus 30:12-13).
Later, in chapter 32, we learn of the incident of the golden calf, where 
the Israelites, growing impatient while waiting for Moses to return 
from Mount Sinai, decide to build an alternate god. To gather enough 
gold to melt down and make the golden calf, Aaron tells the people to 
“take off the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, your sons, 
and your daughters, and bring them to me” (Exodus 32:2). Aaron then 
takes the gold, and constructs a mold, which they use to build the 
golden calf. Upon his return, and seeing the golden calf, the alternate 
god that the people had built, Moses throws down the tablets and they 
break in two.
In his commentary relating to the parasha, the Or HaChaim (Rabbi 
Chaim Ibn Attar - early 18th Century talmudist and kabbalist) remarks; 
“Moreover, why was God interested in a half-shekel? He should have 
at least asked for a full shekel! Why did God forbid the wealthy to 
contribute more and the poor to contribute less than the half-shekel?”.
The Or HaChaim then examines the two components (the half-shekel 
census and the golden calf) and he explains that through the act of 
building the golden calf, the Israelites had sought to alienate themselves 
from God. So, God commanded that the people give a “half-shekel” to 
symbolise that their previous action had resulted in something whole 
having become divided. The contribution of this half-shekel was to 
repair the damage done to the whole through the people’s participation 
in the sin of the golden calf.
Therefore, if the wealthy person were allowed to give more, or the 
poorer person allowed to give less, the justification for the half-shekel 
contribution would be lessened. The lesson was to be applied to all 
equally, regardless of status. All who were present had transgressed, and 
therefore, everyone was dealt with in the same manner.
In addition to this, the half-shekel contribution was designed partly as a 
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continued over...

Thank you to the Klein family for sponsoring the Masorti kiddush and the 
Krieger family for sponsoring the Progressive kiddush.



Rabbi Jeffrey B. Kamins OAM
Arno & Hella Seefeldt Rabbinic Chair Rabbi Jacqueline Ninio

Rabbi Dr Orna TriguboffRabbi Rafi Kaiserblueth Rev. Sam Zwarenstein        
Director of Communal Engagement Cantor George Mordecai

census, a way of counting the number of Israelites at the same time each year at the same time. If 
people gave according to their means, the leaders would not be able to determine an accurate count.
There is also an interesting contrast between the collection of the gold for the calf, and the half-
shekel. Aaron had simply told everyone to bring their gold and he then combined it all into one, 
to make the golden calf. The instructions around the collection of the half-shekel were specific, 
even to the point where they would be weighed before being accepted. A clean and measured 
approach, indicating the appropriate intent when given, as opposed to throwing it all in one heap 
and hoping for the best.
Shabbat Shalom,
Rev Sam Zwarenstein Emanuel Synagogue and 

Plus61J present

Israel, Jews & 
the Middle East 

through film

Wednesday March 13 
from 7:00pm

emanuel.org.au/film-series

 Conversations about Health 
with Dr Kerryn Phelps MP

Older & Wiser:  
Live Your Best Life
Sunday, 10 March 2019  
from 5:00pm-6:30pm

Join us for an informative session on issues 
including retirement, superannuation and 
protection of income. This is the first of 
our Conversations about Health series.
Free for members, $10 for non-members
Book now: tinyurl.com/phelps-talk



WHAT’S ON
Kef Kids - 
Thursdays from 4:00pm-5:30pm
Kef Kids is an educational program for children in years K–5 - an exciting, fun way for kids to 
connect with Judaism and their community. 
Conversations about Israel - every Monday from 10:00am-11:30am
Monday February 25 - Rabbi Kamins examines contemporary issues impacting the Jewish 
homeland.
Shabbat Tot returns 
Friday March 1st, 4:30pm - 5:30pm - for 2-5 year olds. 
A lovely way to introduce your children to Shabbat and to meet other families in the community. 
Family Fridays
Friday March 1st, 5:30pm-6:15pm
Come along to Emanuel Synagogue for a light, child-friendly dinner and then stay for services.
Friday March 1st, 6:15pm Mardi Gras Service followed by dinner
Bookings essential: tinyurl.com/mardi-shabbat19
Saturday March 2nd, 9:30am  Shabbat In The Circle
Join us for a new Shabbat morning gathering, Shabbat In the Circle.
We will begin with the study of Hassidic and other mystical texts then discuss how we can apply 
them in our daily lives. This will be followed at 10:15 by a collaborative musical gathering based on 
the Shabbat morning service using melodies, poems and dance to enhance our Shabbat.

Thomas Mayor in conversation 
Sunday March 3rd from 5:00pm-6:30pm

The historic constitutional moment 
created by the Uluru Statement from the Heart

Members free   Non-members $25 including light refreshments 
Book now: https://events.humanitix.com.au/uluru

Lunch 'n' Learn
Join us Saturday March 16 after services

Rabbi Mauricio Balter, Executive Director of Mercaz and Masorti Olami, in 
dialogue with Rabbi Rafi Kaiserblueth

Good news around the Masorti World

Jewish Meditation Class
Tuesday nights in March 7:30pm-9:00pm 

in Neuweg with Rabbi Dr Orna Triguboff - no charge. All welcome.

Batmensch - Holy Hamentaschen - it's Purim! 
Wednesday 20th March

Join us for the return of the world-famous Emanuel Synagogue Purim Spiel!
Same Purim Time, Same Purim Channel - to the music of Billy Joel 
Megillah reading at  6:15pm followed by the spiel



  IN  MEMORY

 Samuel Bark (Janet Rudner)
 Colin Leslie Bear (John Bear)
 Morris Max Buchter (Lyn Rosen, 
  Martine Buchter-Taylor,  
 Natalie Chesler)
 Derrick Charles Davey 
 (Anthea Hemphill)
 Stanley Davis (Garry Davis)
 Leslie Epstein (Agnes Spencer)
* Harriett Franks
 Suzanne Gardos (Julianna Brender)
 Paul Gero (Vera Faludi,  
 Margarita Prager)
* Charlotte Gerstl (Heinz Gerstl)
 Leslie Gilbert (Ivan Lorentz)
* Solomon Goldberg
 Anita Gumbert (Yvonne Gerstl)
 Frank Jacobson (Peter Jacobson)
 Edu Jucovic (Miriam Van Rooijen)
 Leo Kitchener (Peter Kitchener)
 Leslie Kocsis (Madeline Rosen)
 Lily Mendels (Marcia Narunsky)
 Anton Nobilo (Yakica Lippmann)
 Phoebe Nossovitzky (Samuel Leon)
 Jeffrey Reynolds (Barbara Holmes)
 Harold Rose (Lynn Roise Connolly)
 Minnie Rosenberg  
 (Marcelle Freiman)
 Moselle Samson (Cathy Shapiro)
 Barry Shillan (Paul Shillan)

* Martha Sobel
* Mina Steiner
 Frances Trachtenberg  
 (Paul Trachtenberg)
 Louis Watson (Maurice Watson)
* Otto Weinberger
 Jacqueline Westwood  
 (Claude Hakim)

There are mourners in our community to whom we extend our sincerest sympathies on the 
death of their loved ones.

Shiva: Pinchus Hersch, Elke Henler, Ron law
Shloshim: Jeffrey Snyder, Shai Pinto, Steven Glass, Rose Mikardo, Heather Rosing, Peter 

Fleischer, Harry Smith, Golda Prince, Harvey Cohen, Susan Susskind,  
Samuel Nitchingham, Michael Toben, Shula Endrey-Walder

  This week we observe the Yahrzeits of (observed by):                            * Memorial Light  

Shoah Remembrance: Sarah Weinstock was born in Lublin, Poland and lived there until 
she was murdered during the Holocaust.


