
MAZAL TOV
 Jacob Forshlager 
on his Bar Mitzvah 
(Main Sanctuary)
CANDLE LIGHTING 
Friday 7:52pm 
Saturday 8:52pm
TORAH (page 374) 
Exodus 10:1 - 13:16
HAFTARAH (page 395) 
Jeremiah 46:13 - 46:28
SHABBAT SERVICES 
Erev Shabbat 
• 6:15pm - Evening 

service  
(New Sanctuary)

Shabbat Morning
• 9:00am -  

Masorti service 
(New Sanctuary)

• 10:00am -  
Progressive service 
(Main Sanctuary)

              _________________

Morning Minyan 
Weekday morning 
minyan will return  
on 3rd February with 
the World Wide Wrap 
(details on the next 
page.)

Thank you to the 
Forshlager family for 
sponsoring the kiddush.

SHABBAT BULLETIN
Shabbat Bo 11/12 January 2019 • 6 Sh'vat 5779

Freedom to serve
Parashah Bo is the penultimate portion in the narrative known in 
the tradition as “Yetziat Mitzraim”, or the Exodus from Egypt.  At 
the heart of the story of the Exodus is not just our freedom from 
oppression but our freedom to serve God.  In the opening of this 
week’s parashah we hear again how Moses challenged Pharaoh in last 
week’s parashah Vaera: “Thus says YHVH, the God of the Hebrews, 
‘How long will you refuse to humble yourself before Me? Let my 
people go that they may serve Me.”  Most of us know the refrain “let 
my people go”, far fewer recall that it is in order to serve.

Unfortunately, a growing number of Jews no longer even believe in 
God to serve.  How can we be servants of God, how can we recite 
Shema Israel, if we do not believe? Yet how can we believe in God 
given our knowledge of history and science that contradicts aspects of 
the stories in the Torah, including the Exodus; moreover, how can we 
believe in God given some of the Torah’s unethical teachings, such 
as commanded genocide?  We must come back to the essence of our 
teaching of God, understanding that the name for God, YHVH, is a 
form of the verb “to be” in Hebrew.  Our ancestors are teaching that 
that which “is” and all that “is” is that which we call God.  Think 
of God as a synonym for the “life force”, “conscious being”, or even 
“ultimate mystery of existence”.  Understand that whatever it is, it is 
one, and thus all that is, including you and me and the universe itself, 
is part of the one as it is part of us.

While Torah is the foundational document in guiding us toward the 
service of God, it is the beginning of our ancestral wisdom and call to 
service, not the end.  We must be careful not to turn the Torah into 
a false idol, which we do when we equate it with God’s literal word.  
Believing that God is the author of a book (whether our scripture 
or any other) undermines belief in and service of God.  Nowhere in 
the Torah does it say God is the author of every word therein; that 
is a later rabbinic teaching that is now used by some in Orthodox 
communities to claim an exclusive on “the truth”.  Our ancestors 
wrote the Torah and it contains our first memories of who we are as 
a people and our first principles of faith: there is only one God, the 
creator of all that exists, including all time and space.  

That the Torah does not accord with history and science is irrelevant, 
because the Torah is not a book about history or science, but a 
teaching of how to live as a faith people. That the Torah has unethical 
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Kabbalah Tour 
o f Israel
October 2019

A 10 day tour of Israel with a focus on 
Jewish Spirituality. 
We explore ancient sites, learn with the 
best Kabbalah teachers in the world and 
experience authentic, inspiring tikun olam 
projects and get to know the people involved. 
Led by Rabbi Dr. Orna Triguboff and Israeli 
musicians, teachers and artists. 
For info email orna@emanuel.org.au

 

passages is relevant, because it is our core teaching of how to live as a faith people.   When 
we understand that these passages are the work of humans, our ancestors, we can constrain 
and contextualise them, just as did our rabbinic sages thousands of years ago (for example, 
changing the meaning of “an eye for an eye” and rendering inoperative the prescription 
about “the rebellious son”.)  In our interpretation and adaptation of Torah, we follow in our 
ancestors’ path of attempting to understand how best to serve God.  There being only One, 
no human being can ever claim the role of God (as did Pharaoh), and all human beings must 
recognise that we, and all in life, are interconnected and responsible for each other’s welfare.  
This responsibility for the other - the environment, other animals, and all humanity – is at the 
core of service to God.  This is what Judaism teaches, this is what Jews are called to do.

It is arrogance to assert that any book is the literal word of God, or that any of us knows 
exactly what God commands, as some sectarians do.  Human hubris must give way to 
humility.  Today’s Pharaohs are not kings of Egypt but self-appointed kings of “the truth” who 
actually hold back others from believing in and serving God. “Thus says YHVH, the God of 
the Hebrews, ‘How long will you refuse to humble yourself before Me? Let my people go that 
they may serve Me.”

Shabbat Shalom,

Rabbi Jeffrey B. Kamins OAM
Renewal Kabbalat Shabbat at  
the Beach with Music & Picnic

Friday February 22nd from 7:00pm
with live music on the sand followed by 
a picnic on the grass. Children welcome. 
Please email for the location in Sydney: 

orna@emanuel.org.au



Jewnatal
Calling all expecting couples, regardless of whether this is your first, second or more!
Join Rabbi Rafi Kaiserblueth for a series of informal sessions, designed as preparation for birth 
in a Jewish context.
This is also a wonderful opportunity to meet those who are about to welcome a new bundle 
of joy in their lives.
The next series begins on Sunday, 10 February 2019, from 3:00pm - 4:00pm. 
Please call the office on 9389 6444 for details.

WHAT’S ON
Kef Kids - Fridays from 4:00pm-5:30pm
Kef Kids is an educational program for children in years K–5 - an exciting, fun way for kids to 
connect with Judaism and their community.  Kef Kids will return in Feb 2019.

Conversations about Israel - every Monday from 10:00am-11:30am 
Every Monday, join Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins or guest speakers to examine the complex issues facing 
contemporary Israel.  This series will return on 14 January 2019.

Learn (or improve your) Hebrew in 2019
Classes resume Monday evenings  

starting February from 6:00pm-7:00pm
Whether you are wanting to learn your aleph-bet,  

read the siddur or lead a service we have a class for you.

Register now at emanuel.org.au/engage/learn_hebrew

WORLD WIDE WRAP 
Sunday, 3 February 2019 from 9AM 

Join with our people. Participate in the Mitzvah. 
Experience the Wonder and Joy of Tefillin. 

There’ll be extra sets and personal tefillin trainers to help you through the process. 
Afterwards, please join us for a delicious bagel breakfast and learning session.
Male or female, first timers or old hands - join us and be a part of this lovely experience.

See: emanuel.org.au/LGBT-Congress for details



  IN  MEMORY

* Abraham Abrahams
 Robyn Ashes (Agnes Spencer)
 Sophie Barold (Gerard Barold)
 Malka Bat Eli Melach (Marc Lane)
 Michael Berger (Jane Berger, Jessica Berger, 
  Joshua Berger)
 Julian Block (David Block, Jessica Block, 
 Rosie Block)
 Ernest Bognar (George Bognar)
 Barrie Cashman Laws  
 (Mary-Louise McLaws)
* Celia Cohen
 Roy Thomas Cohen Halpin (Ross Halpin)
 Hannah Cohen Levi (Amnon Levy)
 Warren Dabscheck (Zina Kaplan)
 Percy Denenberg (Stephen Denenberg)
 Herta Ehrlich (Ron Ehrlich)
 Lea Einfeld (Martin Einfeld, Stewart Einfeld)
 Katherine Gal (John Gal)
 Harvey Greenberg (Heidi Goldman)
 Ralph Herschmann (Lorraine Herschmann)
 Vac Hersta (Zara Yellin)
 Desider Hosek (Valerie Hosek)
 Therese Hutzler (Marianne Silvers)
 Arthur Ingster (Lorraine Fox)
 Melitta Kornmehl (Jim Kornmehl)
* Maximilian Lamberger  
 (Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins)
 Moshe Lamberger (Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins)
 Colman Joseph Levy (Beth Levy)
 Maurice Harris Levy (Beth Levy)
 Elinda Lissing (Jack Lissing)
 Regina Lowe (Peter Kitchener)
* Selma Lustig

* Adolf Lustig
* Benjamin Marks
* Sarah Nassau (Dianne Nassau)
 Benny Norman (Donna Moses)
 Lola Penn (Ian Penn)
 Dusia Perlberg (Zina Kaplan)
 Yakov Porat (Yoav Porat)
 Noni Pozniak (Brett Pozniak)
 Noni Pozniak (Sheldon Pozniak)
 Alexander Rabin (Milly Goldman)
 Ludwig Reiss (Elizabeth Parker)
* Max Rosenberg
 Jadwiga Sapera (Tessa Boucher)
 Klaus Silvers (Marianne Silvers)
 Elizabeth Singer (Ted Popper)
 Mattes Skurnik (Mark Skurnik)
 Joav Slonimsky (Reeva Schindler)
 Carmel Stafford (Albert Stafford)
 Freda Tanner (Sylvia Luikens)
 Elwin Trope (Nicole Sacks)
 Froim Vakhgelt (Ludmila Shneidman)
 Samuel Wingerin (Elana Leigh,  
 Belinda Levy)
 Felix Wirth (Henry Wirth)
 Leslie Youngleson (Beverley Berelowitz)
 Sylvia Zamel (Maurice Zamel)
* Ernst Zweig (Anita Zweig, Evelyn Krieger)

There are mourners in our community to whom we extend our sincerest sympathies on the 
death of their loved ones.

Shiva: 
Shloshim: Mildred Teitler, Hettie Angel, Amos Oz, Henriette (Jetty) Jaszsagi,  

Federico Perdon Rafanan, Aubrey Krawitz, Bobby Nair, Susanna (Szuszi) Denes,  
Ronald Munz, Herman Eisenberg

 
  This week we observe the Yahrzeits of (observed by):                            * Memorial Light  

Shoah Remembrance: Rysia Jewszycki was born in Kosow Poleski, Poland in 1919 and 
lived there until she was murdered in Bialystok, Poland in the Shoah.


