
MAZAL TOV
Elad Ben-David on his  
Bar Mitzvah 
(Main Sanctuary)
Justin and Louka 
Marmot on the naming of 
their daughter  
Piper Sandy 
(Main Sanctuary)
CANDLE LIGHTING 
Friday 4:48pm 
Saturday 5:44pm
TORAH (page 738) 
Leviticus 25:1 - 27:34
HAFTARAH (page 758) 
Jeremiah 16:19 - 17:14
SHABBAT SERVICES 
Erev Shabbat
• 6:15pm - Masorti 

Service (Neuweg)
• 6:15pm - Shabbat Live  

(Main Sanctuary)
Shabbat Morning
• 9:00am - Masorti 

service 
(Neuweg Sanctuary)

• 10:00am - Progressive 
service  
(Main Sanctuary)

Morning Minyan
• Morning Minyan is on 

Mondays and Thursdays 
at 6:45am. 

Renewal Shavuot
• Jewish Meditation, Music 

& Soup from 8:00pm - 
Saturday 19th May

Thank you to Gina Sassoon 
for sponsoring our kiddush 
in honour of her mother, 
Aliza's 80th birthday.

SHABBAT BULLETIN
Shabbat Behar-Bechukotai  
12 May 2018  •  27 Iyar 5778

How are you really?
In our daily interactions with people, there are certain things we say to one 
another and don’t really expect a sincere answer back.  The most obvious 
example is a simple greeting, where we ask, how are you?  More often than not, 
the response is a canned insincere answer as there usually is an understanding 
that the asker doesn’t really care and is merely being polite and the respondent 
is echoing that politeness and giving an appropriate answer of fine, or ok, or 
something along those lines.  Something that conveys the same meaning and 
sincerity of the question.
Something I like to do, not to put people on the spot, but to actually illustrate 
my care, is to follow up with a question.  I want that person to know that I am 
genuinely interested in what they have to say and I am not just asking to fill 
space or to fulfill some social obligation of making conversation.  For example, 
if someone says they’re fine, I will ask why?  It is revealing about the human 
condition that many times the answer to that question is simply, because 
nothing is bad. 
We are conditioned to ignore when things are not going badly and to focus when 
things go awry.  The order of normality is disregarded because it is normal and 
expected.  This pattern is seen in this week’s parasha, Behar-Behukotai.  There 
are a series of blessings and curses, depending on if we follow God’s laws.  The 
rabbis were puzzled as to why the curses far outnumber the blessings.  Is it simply 
because we are human beings and we focus on the negative?  We are very specific 
when detailing things that are not going well, if we are in pain, or suffering a 
loss.  Indeed, when you stub your toe, you exclaim that your toe hurts.
But, what about when things go well?  How specific are you?  How detailed are 
you about the joy you experienced?  If you have not stubbed your toe and are 
not in pain, do you detail the lack of pain in your toe?  Of course not.  That is 
not the way we communicate. 
Indeed, the rabbis teach that the Torah is written in the language of the people 
and therefore, the blessings are written about in a general, yet all-encompassing 
way and the curses are written in a detailed, yet limited fashion.  So, it would be 
incorrect to see the curses as outnumbering the blessings, as they are extremely 
constrained, whereas the blessings could be without limit.  The text needs to detail 
the potential ill effects of disobeying God in great detail, but just like our modern 
communications, if things are going well, the text does not need to convey what 
that would look like in great detail.  In broad generalities, we are given a picture of 
a society living in harmony with God’s will.
So, the next time someone asks how you are, take a moment before answering, 
and really think how you are, and see the blessings that are right in front of you.
Shabbat Shalom,

Rabbi Rafi Kaiserblueth

7 Ocean St, Woollahra NSW 2025 • 02 9389 6444 • info@emanuel.org.au • www.emanuel.org.au



Rabbi Jeffrey B. Kamins OAM
Arno & Hella Seefeldt Rabbinic Chair

Rabbi Jacqueline Ninio

Rabbi Dr Orna Triguboff

Rabbi Rafi Kaiserblueth

Rev. Sam Zwarenstein      
Director of Communal Engagement

CELEBRATE SHAVUOT AT EMANUEL
Dangerous Dilemmas - Saturday 19th May from 6:15pm - 
midnight
Join us as we grapple with four ethical dilemmas introduced 
by our clergy and discussed by you in an evening of lively 
learning. Includes dinner and dessert.
Renewal Shavuot - Meditation, Music and Soup - Saturday 19th 
May from 8pm 
Join us for an inspirational evening of meditation and music 
on the Festival of Revelation. Facilitated by Rabbi Dr Orna 
Triguboff.
Shavuot services 1st day (New Sanctuary) - Sunday May 20th 
9:00am
Ice cream Sunday - Sunday 20th May fom 4:30pm 
Join us for our family celebration of Shavuot: activities, fun for 
the family and ice cream sundaes!
Shavuot services 2nd night - Sunday 20th May from 6:15pm 
(New Sanctuary)
ShavuHOT - Sunday 20th May from 6:45: join us for curries 
and to celebrate the Jewish community of India - culture, food 
and music.
Shavuot 2nd day services including Yizkor (New Sanctuary) - 
Monday May 21st 9:00am 

NOTICE OF 2018 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Seventy Eighth Annual General 

Meeting Of Emanuel Synagogue 
will be held on Tuesday 22 May 2018 at 6:30pm

Join  Jew-Natal
Thinking of starting or adding to your family? 
Come join a new group with others who are in this stage of life...  
Sessions start May 13th 2:00pm-3:30pm
Topics will include: 
• Traditions on Naming • Rituals to do at home • Brit/Baby 
Naming 
• Transmitting traditions from generation to generation (or how 
to involve grandparents and other extended family members)
Please RSVP to info@emanuel.org.au

Opening and Dedication of our new Sanctuary 
May 14 from 6:45pm

Come celebrate this remarkable achievement!



WHAT’S ON
Kef Kids - Fridays from 4:00pm-5:30pm 
Educational program for children in years K–5 - an exciting, fun way for kids to connect with 
Judaism and their community, learn and form friendships with children in the congregation.
Our Jewish Story: Our Land, Our People - every Monday from 10:00am-11:30am 
Join Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins and guest speakers for a fascinating examination of the complex issues 
facing contemporary Israel.
Rosh Hodesh Women's Gathering - Tuesday 15th May 8:00pm 
Call office for details

Brunch with the Rabbi
Each Sunday during term from 9:45am

Join us each Sunday morning during term for a light brunch followed by a discussion with the 
clergy and special guests. Every week a different, engaging topic to debate and enjoy. This week, 
Our Foremothers for Mother’s Day - Join Rabbi Ninio as we explore the lives of the mothers of 
Judaism: Sarah, Rebecca, Leah and Rachel.

Kabbalah Course
72 Name Meditation

5 Tuesday nights from May 8 at 
8:00pm-9:30pm
with Avraham Leader and Rabbi Dr. 
Orna Triguboff. We will learn how the 
72 Name can expand consciousness and 
inspire you. Classes consist of text study 
(English provided) and meditation. 
Classes will be recorded so you can join 
online too. 
Cost: $60 Emanuel members,  
$75 non-members.  
To book: www.trybooking.com/VHWP

Help Share The Diginity
This month, we are having a campaign in support of Share The Dignity, a women’s charity 
that makes a real, on-the-ground difference to homeless women and victims of domestic 
violence. Please help by donating pads, tampons and personal hygiene products for women 
experiencing homelessness and poverty.  
Small dignities make a big difference. There is a box in the Neuweg Sanctuary for your 
donations.

A Night with the Music of   
Simon & Garfunkel and Cat Stevens
May 27 from 7:30pm 
Come and spend an evening with friends in our '70s lounge (Neuweg). Enjoy a light supper 
and our talented musicians as they bring us a selection from these immortal artists. 

Don't miss out - book now: tinyurl.com/garfunkel-night

Lunch 'n' Learn
After services this Saturday

Jerusalem -  
51 Years of Unification?

May 13 is Yom Yerushalayim. 

Take the journey of Jerusalem - from the 
Six Day War to the moving of the US 
Embassy to Jerusalem.

with Dudu Gottlib, Netzer and 
Community Shaliach



  IN  MEMORY

 Minda America (Michael America)
 Cyril Asher (Denyse Bernstein)
 Blossom Bader (Sydney Bader)
 Siegfried Fred Bial (Vicki Coleman)
 Hyman Black (Edna Viner)
* Belle Browne (Wesley Browne)
 Stephen Adrien Browne  
 (Wesley Browne)
 Hyman Reuben Caplan  
 (Lilian Finniston)
* Cora Cohen (John Saalfeld)
 Brian Alfred Davis (Karen Pizem)
 Julius Dinte (Peter Glass, Richard Glass, 
 Valda Glass, Linda Henry)
 Leah Dinte (Peter Glass, Richard Glass, 
 Valda Glass, Linda Henry)
 Bella Doubina (Raissa Doubina)
 Janice Einfeld (Betty Kohane)
 Alfred Einstein (Danielle Hadassin)
* Rivken Frieda Fagelman
 Michael Farmer (Eric Farmer)
 Jack Fletcher (Denise Fletcher)
* Rachel Lilly Francis
 Hana Frankel (Patricia Lieberman)
 Gordon Freed (David Freed)
 Irene Garda (Eugina Langley)
 Gershon Gelman (Howard Gelman)
 David Glass (Peter Glass, Richard Glass, 
 Valda Glass, Linda Henry)
 Julian Glass (Peter Glass, Richard Glass, 
 Valda Glass, Linda Henry)
 Zahava Grumel (Jacob Tarszisz)
 Klarli Hatt-Leu (Sonja Schweizer)
 Lily Heimann (Judith Gleiber)
 Wolf Hoffman (Ruth Glasser)

 Elsie Isenberg (Lesley Ratner)
 Villia Kamenev (Leonid Kamenev)
 Tom Harry Kaplan (Errol Kaplan)
* Arthur & Henrietta Kaufmann 
 Sharon Marion Lain (Kevin Jacobson, 
 Nicholas Jacobson)
 Karolina Lemler (Eugina Langley)
 Abraham Adolph Marks  
 (Wesley Browne)
 Erna Matus (Ruth Blake)
 Nisson Matus (Ruth Blake)
 Max Ludwig Meth (Barbara Lake)
* Keith Phillips Moss (Primrose Moss)
 Gretl Raymond (Erika Fulop)
 Suzanne E. Reber  
 (Sara Laurence-Wilmot)
 David Rosen (Robert Rosen)
* David Ross 
 Louise Saalfeld (John Saalfeld)
 Emil Schaffer (Garry Schaffer,  
 Ron Schaffer)
* Alina Schwarzbaum  
 (Jacheta Schwarzbaum)
 Franciska Shoolman  
 (Hymie Shoolman)
 Margaret Somlai (Marianne Vaidya,  
 Anita Fisher)
 David Stern (Shirley Rotenstein)
 Ilana Strum (Leah Werner)
 Edward Moss Waxman  
 (Leon Waxman)
 Judy Weiner (Eran Weiner)
* Selma Wolff
 Hedy Flora Zahalka (Anne Zahalka)

There are mourners in our community to whom we extend our sincerest sympathies on the death 
of their loved ones.
Shiva: Bernard Jacoby, Jacob Hasan, Rabbi Aaron Panken
Shloshim: Edward Simon, Ruth Wallach, Frank Wolf, Anne (Panni) Erdelyi, Jack Greene, 

Gloria Meyer, Sonia Davis, Edith Kopcsanyi, Lewis Rischin 

  This week we observe the Yahrzeits of (observed by):                            * Memorial Light  

Shoah remembrance: Therese Gans was born in Hamburg, Germany in 1871 and she 
lived in Berlin, Germany until she was murdered in Theresienstadt in 1943 during the 
Holocaust.


