
MAZAL TOV
Aiden Merten on his Bar 
Mitzvah  
(Main Sanctuary)
Scott Whitmont & 
Christopher Whitmont-
Stein on their Auf Ruf  
(Neuweg Sanctuary)
CANDLE LIGHTING 
Friday 4:36pm 
Saturday 5:34pm
TORAH (page 816) 
Numbers 8:1 - 12:16
HAFTARAH (page 836) 
Zechariah 2:14 - 4:7
SHABBAT SERVICES 
Erev Shabbat
• 6:15pm - Masorti 

Service (Neuweg)
• 6:15pm - Shabbat Live  

(Main Sanctuary)
Shabbat Morning
• 9:00am - Masorti 

service 
(Neuweg)

• 10:00am - Progressive 
service 
(Main Sanctuary)

Morning Minyan
• Morning Minyan is on 

Mondays and Thursdays 
at 6:45am. 

______

Renewal Kabbalat Shabbat
Friday 8th June from 
6:15pm with guest 
musician, Kim Cunio

SHABBAT BULLETIN
Shabbat Beha’alotecha 1/2 June 2018  •  19 Sivan 5778

Finding a reason to succeed
In Rabbi Daniel Goldfarb’s article on this week’s Torah portion, he recalls 
the story of a young monk who joins a silent monastery. The rules are simple, 
the abbot tells him. “You can speak two words every ten years.” After ten 
years the young monk says “Bed hard.” Ten years later, “Food bad.” After 
30 years he tells the abbot, “I quit.” The senior monk looks at him and says, 
“I’m not surprised, all you’ve done since you got here, is complain.”
Our ancestors’ tendency to complain is highlighted again in this week’s 
parasha. They approach Moses and tell him that they wish they had meat 
to eat. They also remind Moses; “We remember the fish that we used to eat 
(for) free in Egypt, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and 
the garlic. Now our gullets are shrivelled. There is nothing at all! Nothing 
but this manna to look (forward) to”.
Moses asks God; “Why have You done evil to Your servant; why have I not 
found favour in Your eyes, that You place the burden of this entire people 
upon me?”. He continues; “I alone cannot carry this entire nation, for it is 
too heavy for me!  And if this is how You deal with me, then kill me now, 
if I have found favour in Your eyes, let me not see my evil”.
The Children of Israel’s reaction to their situation is a sign of failure. 
When in doubt, throw your arms in the air, give up, and complain. After 
all, you didn’t ask to leave Egypt – God, through Moses, told you to 
leave, to journey to the Promised Land. Every time there is a problem, just 
complain. Often, it is too easy for us just to complain. We can throw our 
arms in the air and give up. Why should we do anything about it? 
There is, however, a positive way of dealing with situations like this, which 
can be of great help to all parties concerned. It may be easier to complain, 
but it is certainly more rewarding and it achieves a great deal more and a 
much quicker, when you aim to provide a possible solution to a problem.
There are at least three positive results relating to this approach. Firstly, 
you show that you have thought about the problem, without just 
complaining. Secondly, it shows that you want to solve the problem. 
Your solution may not always be achievable or viable, but at least you 
have given the problem some thought and provided a possible solution. 
Thirdly, it negates failure. Yes, it requires more effort and you need to look 
at the bigger picture, but it changes the mindset to one of success, not 
abandonment.
The Children of Israel chose to give up. They just ran straight to Moses, 
and complained. What should Moses have done?  Perhaps he should have 
pointed out that had they still been in Egypt, they would still be slaves. 
Notwithstanding the fact that they have travelled so far already, and 
despite all the previous difficulties they encountered, they still made it to 
where they were.  
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Watch the World Cup LIVE!
Come to Emanuel Synagogue and watch 
the World Cup Match between Australia 
and France on the big screen
Saturday 16 June -  
7pm for 8pm kick off.
Enjoy light refreshments
$10 members $15 non-members
Book now at https://tinyurl.com/watchcup

We know, however, that Moses does not react in this manner, and he 
passes the burden on to God. He has done exactly what his followers 
did – he gave up. He doesn’t offer possible solutions, or even attempt 
to try and solve the problem, he just tells God that the Children of 
Israel are complaining, and he cannot take it anymore. In short, he 
too, has failed.
How does God react? God listens to Moses’ complaints, and realises 
that this is probably too much responsibility, and too much of a 
burden placed on Moses.
In God’s eyes, Moses has not necessarily failed, it’s just that there’s 
a limit on how much each person can do, even for Moses. One 
possible solution would have been for God to dismiss Moses as the 
leader, and appoint someone else. It is likely that this would not have 
worked, as there wasn’t a single person who offered a solution to 
Moses, they all just complained. As a result, God would still be left 
with someone who would have the same approach as Moses.
The solution - God tells Moses; “Gather seventy men from the elders 
of Israel, whom you know to be the elders of the people and its 
officers; take them to the Tent of Meeting and have them stand there 
with you”.
Quite simply, God is giving Moses a form of council or parliament, 
who Moses can turn to for advice and support.  This council became 
the Sanhedrin, which later became the highest religious and political 
body of the Jews, assisting in similar matters and creating safeguards 
and procedures to help leaders manage.  
In essence, God had provided a solution, and a viable one at that. 
That didn’t mean that the complaining would stop, just that Moses 
had a support team to help him make decisions, so he wouldn’t feel 
abandoned and all alone when faced with similar problems in the 
future. 
In short, he had acquired a reason and the correct support, in order 
to succeed. And sometimes the answer lies in not trying to do too 
much alone.

Shabbat Shalom,
Reverend Sam Zwarenstein
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WHAT’S ON
Kef Kids - Fridays from 4:00pm-5:30pm 
Educational program for children in years K–5 - an exciting, fun way for kids to connect with 
Judaism and their community, learn and form friendships with children in the congregation.
Shabbat Tot - Friday June 1 from 4:30pm-5:30pm
A lovely way to introduce your children to Shabbat and an opportunity to meet other families 
in the community. For 2 to 5 year olds. Parents and grandparents welcome!
Family Friday - June 1 from 5:30pm-6:15pm
Come along for a light, child-friendly dinner and then stay for services. A great opportunity to 
meet families in the congregation and to celebrate Shabbat together.
Our Jewish Story: Our Land, Our People - every Monday from 10:00am-11:30am 
This Monday June 4, Professor Carole Fink presents Golda Meir - in this year marking the 40th 
anniversary of her death in 1878, on her role as Israeli prime minister during the turbulent years 
between 1969 and 1974 and on her still contested political legacy.

Brunch with the Rabbi
Each Sunday during term from 9:45am

Join us each Sunday morning during term for a light brunch followed by a discussion with the 
clergy and special guests. Every week a different, engaging topic to debate and enjoy. This week, 

Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins presents Sexual Ethics in Judaism

Chanukah In July
Evening of Sunday July 29

Light up your winter nights with Chanukah in July!
Warm up the cold winter with a night of light and wonder as we celebrate Chanukah 
in July. Join us for a sumptuous feast with the traditional Chanukah fare, music and a 
journey through the 8 decades of our synagogue as we light 8 candles and tell 8 stories. 

Save the date, bookings opening soon!

Art, Kabbalah and Meditation Seminar
19 August 10:30am-3:00pm  

with David Friedman, visiting artist from Safed, Israel 
He is a Kabbalist, Artist and Meditation Teacher

email: orna@emanuel.org.au

Choir Showcase at the 
 2018 Australian Jewish Choral Festival

Monday 11 June at 6:45pm

Emanuel Synagogue's Community Choir will present a showcase to festival 
participants and perform at the closing concert, Song Beyond Survival, a celebration 
of the resilience of the human spirit.
See https://jewish-arts.org.au/ajcf4concert for details



  IN  MEMORY

 Rita Becker (Miguel Becker,  
 Ellen Dunn)
 Wayne Anthony Bell (Kathy Bell)
 Henry Biner (Anne Biner)
 Helen M. Bloomfield (Peter Bloomfield)
* Agnes Susan Borsody (Daniel Casey)
 Hymie Brudno (Salome Simon)
 Florence Keith Cohen (Jenny Van Proctor)
 Gary Davey (Leslie Davey)
 Joseph Denfield (Naomi Block)
 Solomon Moses Elias (Ezekiel Elias)
 Arthur Erdman (Hetty Angel)
 Jack Fletcher (Denise Fletcher)
 Howard Freeman (David Freeman)
* Harry Fulop (Erika Fulop)
 Feige Gafenowitz (Natalie Gafen)
 Theodore (Teddy) Gero (Vera Faludi, 
 Margarita Prager)
 Adele Godley (Judith Lorentz)
 Cecil Goldstein (Jillian Mansell)
 Marian Grant (Richard Grant)
 Anne Marie Hardi (Peter Hardi)
 Albert Herz (Helen Sirmai)
 Shimon Hitman (Jacqueline Gerald)
 Harry Isaac Hitman (Jacqueline Gerald)
 Lewis Bernard Isaacs (Benjamin Isaacs)
 Asher Louis Israel (Lisa Collins,  
 Larraine Larri)
 Edward Ashley Jackson (Cynthia Jackson, 
 Gordon Jackson)
 Charles Jardine (Pamela Clements)
 David Kam (Garry Kam)

 Melitta Klinger (Helen Klinger)
 George Korner (Judit Korner)
* Lilo Kristian 
 Chaim Levy (Mary Aston-Levy)
 Rosa Lonstein (Sydney Lonstein)
 Penelope Elma Meagher (Primrose Moss)
 Winston Miller (Keith Miller)
 Ernest Miller (Debbie Warnock)
 Veronica Rosalie Minc (Joy Evans,  
 Karen Bell, Ariane Minc)
 Lilo Mondschein (Carol Engelman)
 Abram Novis (Raymond Novis)
 Yehudit Reich (Naomi Beran)
* Elise Reinheimer 
 Colleen Vaughn Rich (Jenny Van Proctor)
* Sidy Roll 
 Maurice Segura (Shirley Fink)
 Clive Silberman (Mia Kalinko)
 Angela Smith (Lesley-Ann Hellig)
 Klara Solomon (Isaac Solomon)
* Samuel Solomon 
 Margaret Somlai (Anita Fisher)
 Karl Spielman (Ron Spielman)
 Judik (Greta) Swaab (Debbie Hausman)
 Lily Tandlich (Vered Kilstein)
 Clara Urwand (Marcelle Urwand)
 Michel Urwand (Marcelle Urwand)
 Morrie Isaacs Van Proctor  
 (Jenny Van Proctor) 
 Leonard James Weil (Ian Rathmell)
 Yetty Windt (Uri Windt)

There are mourners in our community to whom we extend our sincerest sympathies on the 
death of their loved ones.
Shiva: Susanne Wakil, Vera Barta
Shloshim: Peggy Josephine Morris, Edith Kopcsanyi, Lewis Rischin,  

Bernard Jacoby, Jacob Hassan, Rabbi Aaron Panken, Cely (Malki) Benchoam, 
Kitty Lowe

 
  This week we observe the Yahrzeits of (observed by):                            * Memorial Light  

Shoah remembrance: Elvira  Kulberg was born in Vienna, Austria in 1923 and she lived 
in Belgrad,Yugoslavia until 1942 when she was murdered during the Holocaust.


