
MAZAL TOV
Talia Tsipris on her  
Bat Mitzvah  
(New Sanctuary)
Ashley & D'Leanne 
Bierman on the naming 
of their daughter, Myka 
(New Sanctuary)
Guy Abelsohn & 
Geneviv Fanous on 
their auf ruf (New 
Sanctuary)
Sophia Pender & Jacob 
Harris on their auf ruf 
(New Sanctuary)
CANDLE LIGHTING 
Friday 6:37pm 
Saturday 7:12pm
TORAH (page 630) 
Leviticus 9:1 - 11:47
Maftir: Numbers 19:1 
- 19:22
HAFTARAH (page 1286) 
Ezekiel 36:16 - 36:38
SHABBAT SERVICES 
Erev Shabbat 
• 6:15pm Shabbat Live 

(New Sanctuary)
• 6:15pm - Masorti 

service (Neuweg)
Shabbat Morning
• 9:00am -  

Masorti service 
(New Sanctuary)

• 10:00am -  
Progressive service 
(Neuweg)

              _________________

Tree of Life Relaxation 
with Live Music  
Sunday March 31 from 
10:00am-11:00am

SHABBAT BULLETIN
Parashat Shemini 29/30 March 2019 • 23 Adar II 5779 
Shabbat Parah

Approaching The Divine:  
The tragedy of Nadav and Avihu

This week’s Torah portion, Shemini is from the book of Leviticus and 
deals with a very strange and tragic incident: Nadav and Avihu, Aaron’s 
two oldest sons, while laying incense on fire that they brought to the 
altar were consumed by the fire.
The Torah does not give us any reason for the unexpected death of 
Aaron’s two sons. What caused this terrible response from the Deity, and 
what was this strange fire that Nadav and Avihu offered? 
There have been a myriad of opinions offered by Rabbinic commentators 
throughout the ages. Philo of Alexandria, a leading Jewish scholar of 
classical antiquity, blamed Nadav and Avihu’s religious enthusiasm and 
emotional immaturity for their tragic death. Others believed that in their 
haste to serve God they neglected to follow the proper rules of ritual 
engagement. None of these reasons however appear in the Torah. A few 
commentators focus on the alien fire that Nadav and Avihu brought to 
the altar. Maybe Nadav and Avihu unintentionally brought fire from an 
altar dedicated to a god other than God. Shmuel ben Meir (Rashbam), 
a leading French medieval commentator seems to support this view. All 
these commentaries however are examples of the Rabbinic imagination at 
work creatively attempting to ‘fill the gaps’ in the narrative.  
It is interesting that the verse describes Nadav and Avihu first bringing 
‘fire’ and only later in that verse claiming that it was ‘strange fire.’ 
“Nadav and Avihu each took his fire pan, put fire in it, and laid incense 
on it, and they offered alien fire before God….” (Lev, 10:1) 
Biblical scholars generally agree that members of the Priestly caste wrote 
the book of Leviticus. Most of it was probably composed during the time 
of the Babylonian exile or in the preceding decades.
It is possible however, that a group of Priests who traced their lineage 
to Aaron’s younger sons: Eleazer and Ithamar, had a motive for writing 
Nadav and Avihu out of the narrative. Eleazer, was appointed High 
Priest in the wake of Aaron’s death, a position Nadav or Avihu would 
have likely inherited had they lived. Priestly political intrigues aside, 
there is a deep truth that Philo’s commentary sheds light upon. 
All of us long for true authentic relationships. This is how we 
experience the divine in the world and in our lives. We know when 
we are experiencing this authenticity, we feel it is epiphanous and 
transformative. In our hunger for connection, we often don’t approach 
another person with the emotional sensitivity and maturity that a true 
relationship demands. The story of Nadav and Avihu is a reminder to us 
all that passionate longing for true connection, admirable as it is, is not 
enough. It can even be dangerous, like the fire that consumed Nadav 
and Avihu. They approached God with their fire that in Philo’s view was 
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continued over...

Thank you to the Tsipris family and Abelsohn/Fanous family for sponsoring the 
Masorti kiddush



Rabbi Jeffrey B. Kamins OAM
Arno & Hella Seefeldt Rabbinic Chair Rabbi Jacqueline Ninio

Rabbi Dr Orna TriguboffRabbi Rafi Kaiserblueth Rev. Sam Zwarenstein        
Director of Communal Engagement Cantor George Mordecai

a metaphor for their intense desire to be close to God.  However, it was an alien fire, not an offering 
or approach that was acceptable to God. They were not emotionally and spiritually prepared for the 
encounter. 
Fire can consume with a raging flame, as was the case with Nadav and Avihu, or lead to a divine 
encounter and change the course of a person’s life, as was the case with Moses. Moses did not 
encounter his fire burning on a grand magnificent altar or in a majestic sacred space. He saw it 
burning in a small unremarkable bush in the middle of a bleak and arid landscape. Furthermore, this 
fire did not consume Moses or the bush. He understood it’s meaning. It set him on a path to become a 
great Prophet and freedom fighter. He was the only person to see the face of God.
There is a flame that consumes and one that nurtures us and leads us to seek our true purpose in life. 
May that flame guide us all and may we see the divine face in all our relationships.
Shabbat Shalom,
Cantor George Mordecai

Lunch 'n' Learn
Join us Saturday April 13th 

after services
Rabbi Jacqueline Ninio

The Magic of Matza
Join us as we delve into the world of matzah. 
Learn about some of the deeper meanings of 
this magical food as well as some fun facts 

and interesting interpretations 
of its symbolism.

Emanuel Synagogue together with the 
Sydney Jewish Museum and NSW Jewish 
Board of Deputies present a special event

The Lost Journals of   
Dr Andor Kämpfner

Shortly after his liberation from Buchenwald in 
April 1945, Dr Andor Kämpfner began writing 
an extraordinary document; his journals. His 
recollections began on the day the Germans 
occupied Hungary and brilliantly recount his 
thoughts and experiences in the final year of the 
Holocaust. 
This document has never been published, until 
now. For the first time it has been translated 
into English and, for one night only, extracts 
will be presented as a dramatic reading.

Bookings essential - Members: free 
(donations welcome), Non-members $25

7th April from 5:00pm - 6:30pm

tinyurl.com/lostjournals

This Shabbat, we welcome Lesley 
Sachs who has been the Executive 

Director of Women of the Wall for the 
past 10 years.



WHAT’S ON
Conversations about Israel - every Monday from 10:00am-11:30am
Rabbi Kamins and guest speakers examine contemporary issues impacting the Jewish homeland.
April 1st - Lesley Sachs who has been the Executive Director of Women of the Wall for the past decade.
Shabbatot
for 2-5 year olds. The first Friday of every month, 5th April from 4:30pm - 5:30pm
A lovely way to introduce your children to Shabbat and to meet other families in the community. 
Shabbat In the Circle- Saturday April 6 from 9:30am 
Join us for this new Shabbat morning gathering. We begin with the study of Hassidic and other mystical 
texts then discuss how we can apply them in our daily lives. This is followed at 10:15am by a collaborative 
musical gathering based on the Shabbat morning service incorporating melodies, poems and dance to 
enhance our Shabbat.

PESACH AT EMANUEL SYNAGOGUE
Sunday 14th April 10:00am-1:00pm - Pre-Pesach Workshop
Join Rabbi Ninio and Cantor Mordecai and learn the practicalities of preparing your home 
and yourself for Pesach then discuss how to run a fun, engaging seder

Friday 19 April 
Erev Pesach Pluralist Service (New Sanctuary) from 6:15pm

Saturday 20 April
Masorti Service (New Sanctuary) at 9:00am
Progressive Service (Neuweg) at 10:00am
Family Seder (Neuweg) from 5:30pm-7:30pm
*Bookings essential - tinyurl.com/family-seder
Communal Seder from 6:15pm-10:00pm (service followed by seder)
*Bookings essential - tinyurl.com/es-seder

Sunday 21 April
Pluralist Service (9:00am-12:00pm) 
Renewal Service (10:00am-12:00pm)
Netzer Chocolate Seder from 5:00pm See: netzer.org.au/sydney 

Tuesday 23 April
Women's Seder - from 6:30pm
Celebrate the women who have a very special role in the Pesach story using our unique 
Haggadah. Limited spaces available.  *Bookings essential - tinyurl.com/seder-women

Thursday 25 April
ANZAC Service on 7th night Pesach from 6:15pm

Friday 26 April 
7th day Pesach Pluralist Service - from 9:00am
Pesach Shabbat Live Service (New Sanctuary) - 6:15pm 
Pesach Masorti Service (Heritage Sanctuary) - 6:15pm
Awakening to Freedom - Pesach Renewal Service and dinner (Neuweg) from 6:15pm
with Cantor George Mordecai, Rabbi Dr Orna Triguboff and special guests Kim Cunio 
and Samurai Cunio. Light dinner served. Cost $20. 
*Bookings essential - tinyurl.com/awake-free



Freda Bettman (Philip Bettman)
* Nicola Bookey

(Graham De Vahl Davis)
Barney Elterman (Colin Elterman)
Mark Epstein
(Belinda Epstein-Frisch)
Joe Ezekiel (Aaron Ezekiel)

* Hilde Finlay
Joel Freiman (John Freiman)
Stella Freund (Rebecca Fardoulis)
Isaac Gibbert (Elizabeth Feher)
Harold Glass (Jonathan Glass,
Arthur Glass)
Amalia Goldberg (Alex Goldberg,
Vera Olovitz)
Julia Golomb (Marcia Scudder)
Betty Gubbay (Norah Fenton)
Yetta Harkaway (Eve Wynhausen)
Keith Harris (Mark Harris)
Nicholas Hart (Les Hart)
Sally Ingate (John Saalfeld)
Susan Eva Josef (Kim Greco,
Daniel Josef)

* Henrietta Kaufman
Anna Krieger (Edward Krieger)
Estelle May Lewis (Barry Lewis)
Laura Lorentz (Ivan Lorentz)
Ian George Lowther
(Linda Lombardo)
Ethel Lyubarskaya (Ary Grinberg,
Regina Shusterman)

Lois Margaret Marks  
(Wesley Browne)
Alex Menczel (Judy Menczel)

* Sandor Nadel (Ervin Nadel)
Ami Olian (Vivienne Olian)

* Friedericke Opper
Julian John Osborne
(Ronald Osborne)
George Peter (Eva Lion)
Panni Roseth (Noam Yaffe)
Louis Rubinstein
(Daniel Rubinstein)
Alice Sacks (Beverly Sacks)
Mary Sharp (Bernice Belnick)
Minnie Sherman (Brian Sherman)
Gerty Sholler (Gary Sholler)
Adele Julia Simson
(Margot Blumberg, Howard Simson)
Katalin Szekely (Les Szekely)
Elizabeth Wagner (Toni Kleiner)
James Ian Wilson (Lavinia Fuller)
Marianne Wolff-Archer
(Dianne Wolff)

  IN  MEMORY
There are mourners in our community to whom we extend our sincerest sympathies 
on the death of their loved ones.

Shiva: Rafi Eitan, Darren Holm, Marion Knoll
Shloshim: Vera Sloman, Steven Ringler, Edith Weiner, Andre David Menash,  

Alan Kahn, George Wiederman, Keith Burton, Mary Saul

  This week we observe the Yahrzeits of (observed by): * Memorial Light

Shoah Remembrance: Clara Schreier was born in 1917 in Bielsko Slaskie, Poland and lived 
there until she was murdered during the Holocaust.




