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To Be Righteous In Our Generation
Last week, as we opened the Torah anew we marvelled at the magical 
Garden of Eden, from which humans have been exiled, unable to 
maintain equilibrium with nature, instead having the knowledge of good 
and evil.  This knowledge – and the ability to act on it – defines them 
in their separation from the other animals, and as we open this week’s 
saga of Noach, we read that the world has descended into wickedness 
(pictured in the Torah as violence, sexual immorality, lack of respect for 
life – both human and animal, and denigration of the environment.)  
God regrets creating human and decides to destroy model one of 
creation and to try again.  While some take this story as the literal 
historic truth (searching still for remnants of the ark), others see the 
floods (perhaps from the end of the ice age) as the historic background 
for a moralistic fable.  Indeed, there are many stories of disastrous floods 
that exist within the cultures of the Middle East; what makes this one 
unique is the moral tone behind it.  In any event, the morality of the 
Torah is far more important than its supposed historicity.  
God calls Noach, a righteous man in his generation, to lead the remnant 
of animal life that will survive the flood onto the ark.  A debate exists 
in the tradition as to whether Noach was magnificent or marginal.  The 
former position interprets his description as “a righteous man in his 
generation” as meaning he chose to do right in the face of all others who 
chose wrong, a strong individual overcoming enormous societal pressure.  
The latter position suggests the words mean that he was only righteous 
when compared to his wicked generation, but in another time would not 
have been so special, noting he does nothing to attempt to warn people 
or encourage them to change behaviour.  Both positions challenge us to 
think about what it means for each of us to be righteous in our own time 
– and to evaluate whether this is a time of wickedness.
Noach did not manage to bring redemption to humanity.  After leaving 
the ark, he and his family began the new generations of humanity and 
another descent into wickedness.  God, having made a covenant, or 
promise, never to destroy creation again must discover a new solution 
to bring redemption to humanity.  Having scattered the people and 
confused the languages, God must discover a new plan for redemption.  
With the birth of Avram being told at the conclusion of this week’s 
portion, the Torah foreshadows that redemption will come from a 
model people living in a promised land.  The story our ancestors have 
bequeathed us presents an enormous challenge as to what it means to be 
righteous and bring redemption.
These days, we know destruction will not come from “God out there”, 
but humans right here.  Can we, as a synagogue community, as 
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representatives of our faith people, take the immediate necessary action to 
save our environment, protect the animals with whom we share this planet, 
and defend the oppressed from the growing challenges of economic, and 
other forms, of injustice?  Clearly, it’s not so easy to be “righteous in our 
generation”, and the urgency of the challenge increases each day.  
Shabbat Shalom,
Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins
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WHAT’S ON
Sunday Funday - October 28th from 9:30am
Kids, parents and grandparents. Come along for great fun - meet others and enjoy time 
with the community. Waverley Park, Waverley (near playground)
Shabbat Tot - Friday November 3rd from 4:30pm-5:30pm
A lovely way to introduce your children to Shabbat and an opportunity to meet other 
families in the community. For 2 to 5 year olds. Parents and grandparents welcome!
Family Fridays - Friday November 3rd from 5:30pm-6:15pm
Come along for a light, child-friendly dinner and then stay for services. A great opportunity 
to meet families in the congregation and to celebrate Shabbat together.
Kabbalah Meditation - Tuesday nights in November 7:30-8:30pm 
followed by Text study 8:30pm-9:30pm with Rabbi Dr Orna Triguboff and special guests.
Kabbalat Shabbat and Community Dinner - November 10th from 6:15pm
With special guest musicians including Ilan Kidron and Rabbi Orna Triguboff
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat songs and prayer, 7:15pm pot luck vegetarian dinner followed by 
music and meditation.
Film Night: JIFF - Keep The Change - November 11th from 9:pm
Keep the Change follows David, an upper-class charmer who leads a very comfortable life 
until he is mandated to attend a support group for adults with disabilities. 
Event Cinema, Bondi Junction - Tickets just $20 @ https://tinyurl.com/keepchange
The Music of Carole King & James Taylor - 18 November from 8:00pm
Come and spend an evening with friends in our 70s lounge (Neuweg), enjoy a light '70s 
style supper and our talented musicians as they bring us the music of Carole King and 
James Taylor. Cost: $15 members, $20 non members. Book now: tinyurl.com/kingemanuel

Our Jewish Story:  Tradition and Change
Monday from 6:00pm-7:30pm

Rabbi Kamins will explore Lech lecha...The patriarchal covenant

Our Jewish Story: Our Land, Our People
Monday from 10:00am - 11:30am 

Rabbi Kamins will speak about current issues in Israel

SHABBAT PROJECT EVENTS
Introduction to Jewish Meditation - Friday Oct 27 from 10.00am 
with Rabbi Dr. Orna Triguboff in the Neuweg Sanctuary.
Emanuel Synagogue Communal Shabbat Dinner  
Friday Oct 27 after services at 7.15pm
$20 members, $30 non-members with children under 10 free. BYO.
Sponsored by UIA NSW. Bookings essential @ https://tinyurl.com/shabbat27
Lunch ‘n’ Learn - Saturday Oct 28 after services from 12:30pm
Finding Spiritual Meaning in Common Everyday Stuff!  
Have fun and learn with and from Rabbi Robuck on how to draw spiritual inspiration 
from “stuff” found around the house. Lunch will be provided.



  IN  MEMORY

Shoah remembrance: Eden Grynberg is twinning her Bat Mitzvah this Shabbat with her 
grandfather’s cousin, Hadassah Salman, who perished in the Holocaust. Hadassah was 
the daughter of David Salman and Miriam (Mirka) Serlin and was born in Warsaw in 
1936 and perished at the age of 6 in 1942.

Minnie Ackerman (Nicole Emdur-Apps, 
Faye Emdur)
Jacob Banna (Karin Banna)
Asher Capelluto (Rosy Elterman)

* Stephen Casey (Andrew Casey)
Jason Davey (George Davey, Lavinia 
Fuller, Anthea Hemphill)
Sylvia Friedlander (Judith Kahn 
Friedlander)
Joseph Gafenowitz (Natalie Gafen)
Henry Gayst (Lloyd Gayst)
Ernst Glaser (Peter Glaser)

* Victor Golden
Max Goldstein (John Goldstein)
Rachel Green (David Green, Sylvia Green)
Edna Haber (Richard Haber)
Sam Hadjes (Myriam Romano)
Zona Jessup (Steve Rubner)
Laura Charlotte Kaplan (Basil Kaplan)
Betty Kremer (Edward Kremer)
Thelma Ivy Laurie (Del Freed)
Hinda Lees (Devorah Lees)

* Joseph Angel Levy
* Annie Luie

Harold Lundberg (Eric Lundberg)

Shikah Lyubarsky (Regina Shusterman)
Zanetta Miller (Debbie Warnock)
Percy Morris (David Morris)
Sheila Narunsky (Leslie Narunsky)
Leslie Nemeny (Anna Loewy)
Liz Oppenheimer (Joseph Furedi)
Fabian Riesel (Mark Riesel, Thea Riesel)
Dinah Miriam Rockman (David 
Rockman)

* Luba Ronson
* Thea Rosenberg-Beer
* Dagobert Rybaczewski
* John Harris Samuels

Lesley Schetzer (Louis Schetzer)
Felix Schwarz (Susanne Freeman,  
Ronald Schwarz))
Ruvim Shneidman (Jacob Shneidman)
Sidney Sinclair (Wendy Sinclair)
Perla Pana Slutsky (Edward Kremer)
Boris Suster (Lisa Collins)
Zofia Sznicer (Stella Freund)
Russell Whitmont (Scott Whitmont, 
Steph Whitmont)

* Abraham Wolfson
Peggy Woolf (Harold Woolf)

There are mourners in our community to whom we extend our sincerest sympathies on the 
death of their loved ones.
Shiva:  Judith Cantor, Tony Kay, Marc Kestenbaum, Geoff Kline, Ann Lipschitz, 
Remembering those who passed away in the last 30 days:
 Ruth Jacobs, Marjorie Horrowitz, Sophie Spring, Enid Wolf, Ruza Harvey,  

Hetti Penn, Theresa Campos.

  This week we observe the Yahrzeits of (observed by):                            * Memorial Light  


