
CANDLE LIGHTING 
Friday 4:47pm 
Saturday 5:24pm
TORAH 
Torah: Numbers 30:2 - 
36:13
Haftarah: Jeremiah 2:4 
- 28; 3:4
SHABBAT 
SERVICES 
Erev Shabbat 
• 5:45pm Masorti service
• 6:15pm Shabbat Live 

(New Sanctuary)
Shabbat Morning
• 10:00am -  

Masorti service 
(New Sanctuary)

• 10:00am -  
Progressive service 
(Heritage Sanctuary)

• Shabbat In The 
Circle 
(Hall)

Renewal Healing 
Service 
Sunday Jul 26th  
7:00pm - 8:00pm 
online
• Join us for this 

special healing 
service led by Rabbi 
Dr Orna Triguboff 
and Cantor George 
Mordecai.

www.emanuel.org.au/
event/healing-july

SHABBAT BULLETIN
Matot/Masei • 17/18 July 2020 • 26 Tamuz 5780

‘The good, the bad and the ugly’
This week’s parasha, Matot/Masei, brings us to the end of the book 
of Bamidbar. The fourth book of Moses has in it ‘the good, the bad 
and the ugly’:  We have our most ancient blessing in this book. God 
instructs Moses to tell Aaron how to bless the people. We recite it in 
the sanctuary every week at bnei mitzvahs, weddings, baby namings 
and other simchas. There is justice and judicial reform, as in the case 
of the daughters of Zelophehad. However, Bamidbar also contains 
the incident with the spies, where ten of the twelve who were sent 
to survey the Land returned with negative feedback, expressing fear 
and anxiety around its conquest and settlement. Following the spy 
incident, things quickly turn ugly, with the rebellion of Korach 
and, later, Datan and Abiram, all of whom openly challenge the 
leadership and authority of Moses and Aaron. 
In our tradition, the desert is a powerful place where we learn to 
become Israel - those people who struggle to understand their 
purpose in the world and through that understanding are able to 
partner with God in tikkun, the repair of our world.
The word midbar, desert, has the same letters as the word medaber, 
to speak. There is a powerful story from the Sufi (Islamic mystical) 
tradition that helps us understand the place of the desert in our 
narrative:      
A stream, from its course in far-off mountains, passing through 
every kind and description of countryside, at last reached the sands 
of the desert. Just as it had crossed every other barrier, the stream 
tried to cross this one, but found that as fast as it ran into the sand, 
its waters disappeared.
It was convinced, however, that its destiny was to cross this desert, 
and yet there was no way. Now, a voice, coming from the desert 
itself, whispered: "The wind crosses the desert, and so can the 
stream."
"By hurtling in your own accustomed way, you cannot get across. 
You will either disappear or become a marsh. You must allow the 
wind to carry you over, to your destination.” But how could this 
happen? "By allowing yourself to be absorbed in the wind."
This idea was not acceptable to the stream. After all, it had never 
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been absorbed before. It did not want to lose its individuality. And, once having lost it, how 
was one to know that it could ever be regained?
"The wind," said the sand, "performs this function. It takes up water, carries it over the desert, 
and then lets it fall again. Falling as rain, the water again becomes a river."
"How can I know that this is true, and can I not remain the same stream as I am today?” You 
cannot in either case remain so," the whisper said. When it heard this, certain echoes began 
to arise in the thoughts of the stream. Dimly it remembered a state in which it had been held 
in the arms of the wind.
And the stream raised its vapour into the welcoming arms of the wind, which gently and 
easily bore it upwards and along, letting it fall softly as soon as they reached the roof of 
a mountain, many, many miles away. And because it had its doubts, it recorded more 
powerfully in its mind the details of its experience. It reflected, "Yes, now I have learned my 
true identity."
The desert in Middle Eastern traditions is a metaphor for transformation. The rugged, 
challenging environment presents an obstacle, a terrain that must be grappled with if it is to 
be traversed. The desert teaches us about impermanence and the importance of discovering 
and nurturing what is essential in our life. In this time of COVID-19, when so much of what 
we have taken for granted has become the ‘normal’ of a past time, the message of Bamidbar is 
more urgent than ever before.  

Shabbat Shalom,

Cantor George Mordecai

Thursday evenings from 7:15pm
Join Cantor George Mordecai on 
Thursday evenings to learn some 
very deep Torah. We will continue 
through until Rosh Hashanah as 
we prepare for the coming Days of 
Awesomeness in September.
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/205614635



WHAT’S ON
Morning minyan
Sunday - 9:00am to 10:00am https://zoom.us/j/306800789 
Monday to Friday - 8:00am - 9:00am  https://zoom.us/j/702546413  
Jewnatal - This Sunday, 19 July, 2020 from 3:00PM - 4:30pm
Join our special group for expecting couples, regardless of whether this is your first, second or 
more child. This Sunday we will be having a special Infant first aid and CPR course presented 
by MDA for expectant couples.  Please register: emanuel.org.au/event/jew-natal-8-20 
Conversations about Israel - Monday 10:00am-11:30am
This Monday July 20, Rabbi Kamins - responding to Peter Beinart’s controversial article, 
“Yavne: A Jewish case for equality in Israel-Palestine”.  Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/631843337
Speakeasy with Rabbi Kamins - Tuesdays 5:00pm
Come on by with a drink of your choice for an hour of conversation.
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/94346997043
Parashat HaShavua - Weekly Parasha Study- Every Wednesday from 8:15pm
A contemporary look at our ancient texts with Rabbi Rafi Kaiserblueth.  
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/631843337
Pre-Shabbat Shmooze - Friday 10:00am to 11:00am,   
Shmooze on Zoom. Join Reverend Sam Zwarenstein for a chance to chat and catch up over 
coffee, tea, wine, whiskey or green smoothie!  Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/94590645619
Renewal Healing Service - Sunday July 26th 7:00pm - 8:00pm
Join us for this special healing service led by Rabbi Dr Orna Triguboff and Cantor George 
Mordecai. Please register: emanuel.org.au/event/healing-july

LEARN 
(OR IMPROVE YOUR) 

HEBREW
Give us one hour on a Monday and 
ten minutes a day and you will be 

able to read Hebrew! 
We are offering weekly Hebrew 
classes on Monday evenings in 

term from 5:00pm to 6:00pm for 
intermediate and 6:00pm to 7:00pm for 

beginners. We will open the world of 
Hebrew reading a prayerbook for you! 
Your commitment is just one hour a 

week and 10-15 minutes practice a day.
A new term starts on July 20. 

Register now:  Beginners emanuel.org.
au/event/begin-hebrew-3-20 

and Intermediate emanuel.org.au/event/
begin-hebrew-3-20.

Peace is  
Possible 

This Sunday, 19 July, 2020 
at 7:00PM 

Emanuel Synagogue together with 
Kehillat Masada have been hosting 

the Peace is Possible series, discussing 
the work of NGOs involved in Israeli-
Palestinian grassroots collaboration.

Join us this Sunday to hear from 
Combatants for Peace, Palestinians 

and Israelis working together 
through non-violent means to 

promote peace.

Zoom ID 599 1715 301



  IN  MEMORY

  Neville Adelstein (Jennifer Adelstein)
  Andrew Adler (Jane Rotenstein)
  Illeana Archer (Joy Evans)
  Anne Bark (Janet Rudner)
  Alegra Benrubi (Jacqueline Lewis)
  Nicola Sue Berman (David Berman,  
 Sue Berman)
  Michael Campan (Denise Mallach)
  Ruth Catts (Dianne Joseph)
  William Clements (Pamela Clements)
  Henry Cowan (Renate Cowan)
  Harry Cromer (Thomas Cromer)
  Elwyn Eizenberg (Caroline Haski)
  Paul Engel (Eva Engel)
  Rosalia Epstein (Agnes Spencer)
  Eva Feldman (Vladimir Feldman)
  Lilian Finniston (Gillian Bullock)
  Raphael Flaxman (James Flaxman)
  Fritz D. Frank (Dorothy Krawitz)
  Gunter (Garry) Friedlander  
 (Jason Spinak, Margaret Spinak)
  Willie Glaser (Peter Glaser)
  Fanny Goldman (Susie Klein)
  Hilda Halpern (Aletta Liebson)
  Melvyn Harris (Sara Glaser)
  Fay Honig (Camille Hirschowitz)
  Miriam Joseph (Barry Joseph)
  Leslie Kanuk (Alan Kanuk)
  Alexander Katz (Ilan Katz)
  Judith Katz (Nicole Waldner,  
 Michelle Katz)
  Samuel Kaye (Cathy Shapiro)
  Stanislaw Klarnet (Jack Klarnet)
  Veronica Kolman (Judith Barouch)
* Esther Leah Levy

* Philip Braham Levy
  Jack Libbert (Stephen Libbert)
  Hyman Marks (Bettina Davis)
  Allan Mendels (Tamara Kerlander)
* Joseph Lazurus Myers
  Kars & Annemijn Nathan (Mark Nathan)
  Kate Olovitz (Hilton Olovitz)
  Thelma Pincus (Sharon Jacobson)
  Yetta Raphael (Kenneth Raphael)
  Yisroel (Sol) Rosen (Alan Rosen)
* David Rosenberg (Evelyn Kohan)
  Reuvein Rotem (Tanya Igra)
  Nina Debb Saalfeld (John Saalfeld)
  John Lawrence Scheaffer  
 (Lynette Schaverien)
  Erich Schlanger (Denise McOnie,  
 Danielle Schlanger)
  Erno Schwarcz (Judit Somogy)
  Brian Sloman (Anthony Sloman)
* Louis Smith
  Isabel Heather Steigrad (Stephen Steigrad)
  May Stein (Myron Stein)
* Aleck Stern (Val Stern)
  Judith Naomi Stirling (Malcolm Cardis)
* Reca Stone (Eleanor Sebel)
  Emeric Szanto (Francesca Stanton)
  Annie Wasserman (Anthony Wasserman)
  Harry Weiss (Robert Weiss)
  Lionel Werksman (Myrna Lewis)
  Rev. Joseph Wolman (Kim Gotlieb)
  Judith Zaresky (Julian Lavigne,  
 Nita Lavigne)

There are mourners in our community to whom we extend our sincerest sympathies 
on the death of their loved ones.

Shiva:   Vivian Gottlieb, Emery Angles, Eddy Costi, Brian Brigham, Alan Weinstein
Shloshim: Dora Slomovitz, Viola Eshed, Michael Borer, Edith Schuller

  This week we observe the Yahrzeits of (observed by):                            * Memorial Light  

Shoah Remembrance: Lupu Pascal was born in Moldavia, Romania in 1909 and lived there 
until 1941 when he was murdered in the Holocaust.


