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The Real Litmus Test
The true test of someone’s character is not when things are going 
smoothly, as fundamentally, those situations do not test our character.  
It is when times are challenging that our moral integrity truly presents 
itself.  How that person reacts to adversity is really the litmus test.  In 
this week’s parasha, Ki Teitzei, we have a host of laws that delineate the 
expectations for how the Israelites are expected to act in relationship 
among themselves, towards other nations and all of God’s creatures.  
They are the foundational guide to how we are to build a healthy, holy 
and just society.
Having these laws is an extremely powerful guide, yet what I find most 
telling are the laws that pertain to times of war.  War is a time that can 
potentially lead to the unshackling of our human restraints.  Where 
violence is involved, our base instincts are in danger of taking over 
and extreme acts of brutality are possible.  These laws are reminding 
us, that even in those circumstances, we are not to allow ourselves to 
lose control.  We are taught to know that “All is fair in love and war” is 
simply not true.  Specifically, in this week’s parasha, we are reminded 
not to take advantage of the weak or the captured.  This is embodied 
in the law about allowing a captive woman to mourn for her parents a 
full 30 days.  Only once that period has concluded, according to the 
rabbis, may the soldier marry her, but only if she consents.  It has been 
the way of war for a vast portion of human history, that the conquered 
were enslaved or even forcibly married.  Our tradition forces us to 
restrain ourselves in a time when that would be exceedingly difficult 
and in the process doing away with a barbaric tradition, compelling us 
to have compassion on the weak.  If we can achieve that in a moment 
of war, then how much the more so in peace, it should be no challenge.
This is further reinforced by the injunction at the end of the parasha, 
to destroy the nation of Amalek.  The reason given is that Amalek 
attacked the weakest members of Israel.  By abusing the weak, their 
true character was revealed.  The test of our morality is how we treat 
the weak or the most vulnerable in our society.  Those who abuse and 
take advantage of the weak are the lowest of the low.

MAZAL TOV to 
Nathalie Freed 
on her Bat Mitzvah 
(Neuweg Sanctuary) 

MAZAL TOV to 
Joel Levi 
on his Bar Mitzvah 
(Main Sanctuary) 

Daniel & Anna 
Friedman on the 
naming of their 
daughter,  
Jordana Evelyn-Rose 
(Main Sanctuary)

Sarah & Mark Fischer 
on the naming of their 
daughter,  
Sloan Maia
(Masorti Sanctuary)

Nicola Richards and 
Hillel Hope on their 
auf ruf
(Main Sanctuary) 

CANDLE LIGHTING
Friday 5:19pm 
Saturday 6:15pm

TORAH
Deuteronomy 21:10 - 
25:19 
(page 1112) 

HAFTARAH
Isaiah 54:1 - 54:10 
(page 1138)
Erev Shabbat
• 6:15pm 
  Masorti service 
  (Neuweg)
• 6:15pm 
  Shabbat Live! 
  (Main Sanctuary)
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Shabbat Morning
• 9:00am 

Masorti service 
(Neuweg Sanctuary) 

• 10:00am 
Progressive service 
(Main Sanctuary)

MORNING MINYAN
• 6:45am Monday
   and Thursday
 
• 8:30am first Sunday

of every month followed by 
breakfast 
(Neuweg Sanctuary)
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Rabbi Jeffrey B. Kamins OAM
Arno & Hella Seefeldt Rabbinic Chair

Rabbi Jacqueline Ninio

Rabbi Dr Orna Triguboff

Rabbi Rafi Kaiserblueth

Rev. Sam Zwarenstein      
Director of Communal Engagement

ACO RETURNS TO EMANUEL
OCTOBER 26, 2017

TICKETS NOW FOR SALE:  
https://tinyurl.com/emanuelaco

3 WEEKS UNTIL ROSH HASHANA
We are all busy preparing for the High Holy Days. This is a friendly 
reminder to make sure that your membership is current as only 
members will receive tickets for Yom Tov services. Please contact the 
office on 9389 6444 or email info@emanuel.org.au to discuss.

Selichot Story Slam
Saturday September 16 - from 8:30pm

Join us for an inspiring, fun, contemplative, poignant, 
humorous night of stories as members of our congregation tell 
true tales from their lives around the theme of “regret”. 
Our extraordinary story tellers range in age from our youth 
to our elders. There will be sweet treats and an opportunity to 
meet others in our congregation
If you would like, stay for our selichot prayers as we prepare 
ourselves for this holy day period.

I pray this week that we always keep in mind those who may be less 
fortunate than ourselves and in challenging moments, we always remain 
true to our tradition and keep our hands open to assist those who are in 
need.  Further, I pray that while we may be facing many threats, we always 
remember who we are and govern ourselves accordingly.
Shabbat Shalom, 

Rabbi Rafi Kaiserblueth
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WHAT’S ON
Kef Kids - Every Friday 4pm-5:30pm
Kef Kids is an exciting, dynamic, fun way for children in years K–5 to connect with 
Judaism and their community.  
For more, e: daniel@emanuel.org.au
Shabbat Tot - for children 2-5 - Friday, September 1, 2017 - 4:30pm to 5:30pm
Join Rabbi Ninio for a short and very noisy prayer service tailored for young children. A 
story, craft activity and Kiddush follow the service. Parents and grandparents welcome.
Family Friday - Friday, September 1, 2017 - 5:30pm to 6:15pm
Come along for a light, child-friendly dinner and then stay for services.
A great opportunity to meet families in the congregation and to celebrate Shabbat together.
Adva/Bnei Mitzvah Classes - Every Thursday in term from 4:00-5:30pm
Fun and educational programme for students preparing for their Bnot Mitzvah
Elul e-Course
Join this free course where you will receive a daily email giving you insights into the 
Kabbalah and the theme of forgiveness, making amends and connecting with your truth. 
Rabbi Dr Orna Triguboff is a Kabbalah scholar and meditation teacher who trained in the 
Jewish Renewal movement with Reb Zalman Schachter-Shalom z'l. The course runs until 
September 22. To receive, just email info@neshamalife.org.
Harbourview presents Big Ben's Coronation - Friday 8 September after services
You are all cordially invited to dine with us as we farewell long time devotee of 
Harbourview, Sir Benjamin Dickens. Ben is off to London to be knighted or queened or 
something of the variety. 
Buckingham Palace could not be booked at short notice, so our dinner will take place in 
the abbey of Emanuel Synagogue. Please bring along a vegetarian sweet or savoury dish 
dessert or drink. For more info, head to facebook.com/groups/harbourviewsydney
Lunch 'n' Learn - Saturday, September 9, 2017 - 12:30pm to 2:00pm
Netzer & Community Shaliach, Dudu Gottlib will discuss the topic, 'Is Judaism a Culture 
or a Religion?' Join us in exploring Judaism's ancient roots and explore the difference 
between culture and religion through a Middle-eastern ancient lense. Together we will go 
through Judaism's different aspects and ask ourselves does Judaism see a difference between 
the two and why? 

Our Jewish Story:  Tradition and Change

EXPLORING THE MACHZOR

Mondays September 4, 11 and 18 from 6:00pm - 7:30pm
Would you like to improve your understanding of the High Holy Days service? 
Join Rabbi Rafi Kaiserblueth for a fascinating exploration of the machzor, how to use it, 
what’s in it, and what it means.

Our Jewish Story:   Our Land, Our People
Monday from 10:00am - 11:30am 
Dudu Gottlib, Netzer & Community Shaliach will present a talk on the topic: Securing Our 
Jewish Future?



  IN  MEMORY

Shoah remembrance: Freida Zepeman was born in 1900 in  Zgurita,Romania and lived there 
until he was murdered in Bershad,Ukraine during the Holocaust.

 Nancye Aaron (Max Crawford)
* Ester Aaron
 John Hubert America (Michael America)
* Frederick Amsberg 
 Stanley Mark Angel (Hetty Angel)
 Paul Banki (Susan Banki)
* Isadore Solomon Cohen 
* Samuel Dryen 
 Ronald Dyason (Ann Rubner)
 Max Freedman (Julian Engelman)
 Andrew Gal (John Gal)
 Stephen Glass (Freda Glass, Sara Roberts, 

Andrew Glass and families)
  Harry Goldberg (Ivan Goldberg)
 Barbara Goldman (Sarah Goldman and 

Slyvia Leeser)
 Gordon Henry Green (Jon Green)
 Rose Greenberg (Diane Skapinker)
 Zvi David Grinberg (Karin Banna,  

Ofra Grinberg)
* Bernard Hausman (Denise Hausman, 

Neville Hausman)
 Rika Kohn (Kitty Lowe)
 Sue Larish (Peter Glaser)
* John Leeser (Sylvia Leeser)
 Sol Levi (Mark Levi)
 Elimelech Ze'ev Levy (Karen Knoll)
 Sidney Lipton (Erika Fulop)
 Bertha Mani (Dahlia Brigham)
 David Mendelsohn (Graeme Mendelsohn)
 Kim Morris (Rae Morris)
 Kristine Morris (Rae Morris)
* Myer (Jack) Myers 

 Henry Osborne (Ronald Osborne)
 Steven Perl (Adam Perl, Julia Perl,  

Lynne Perl)
 Ronald Reuben (Wayne Reuben)
 Miriam Eleze Rischin (Phyllis Glasser)
 Peter Simon Sapir (Stella Freund)
 Helene Schlanger (Erich Schlanger)
 Bela Schwarcz (Judit Somogy)
* Emanuel Seamonds (Morris Seamonds)
 Daniel Ari Shaz (Kerry Shaz)
 Lesley Smith (Roberta Freedman Smith)
 Evan Soicher (Gillian De Jong, Jenny 

Soicher)
  Amelia Solomon (Vern Solomon)
 Gabriel Spinak (Richard Spinak)
* Edith Steinweg (Yvonne Perl, Jeffrey 

Steinweg)
 Rosemary Stern (Sharon Stern)
* Julius Stone (Eleanor Sebel)
 George Weyland (Marta Weyland)
 Harry Woolf (Judith Mclallen)
 Harry Woolf (Gordon Woolf)
 Elisabeth Wynhausen (Gabi Wynhausen)
  Nachman Yudelman (Ivan Goldberg)
 Victor Zakarewski (Therese Kutis)
 Judah Zucker (Ben Zucker)
 Zelda Zukerman (Jill Zukerman)

There are mourners in our community to whom we extend our sincerest sympathies on the 
death of their loved ones.
Shiva: Jean Clements, Genia Lehrer, Rhoda Hellerman
Shloshim:  Dr Judith Gardosh, Gisella Heinrich, Betty Stern, Zita Stark,  Steven Bower, 

Pauline O'Riordan, Louise Kell, Martha Wilheim, Robert Forrai

  This week we observe the Yahrzeits of (observed by):                            * Memorial Light  


