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Embracing the mystery

This week’s parasha, Chukkat, challenges us with paradox.  In it we 
learn of the mysterious ritual of the Red Heifer, a prelude to the story of 
the deaths of Miriam and Aaron and the death sentence for Moses who 
will not enter the Promised Land.  Much is taught about the failure of 
Aaron and Moses to sanctify God; the story of the waters of Meribah in 
a sense is as perplexing as the story of the Red Heifer.  It makes no sense 
that two of our greatest leaders are condemned not to enter the Promised 
Land because of one mistake.  Similarly, the story of the Red Heifer is 
beyond rational comprehension.
While the life giving waters of mikvah purify in most circumstances, 
only a special concoction, including the ashes of a specially slaughtered 
burnt cow purify one who has had contact with a corpse.  Even stranger, 
while the ashes of the burnt heifer purify the one on whom they are 
sprinkled, the one who prepares and sprinkles them becomes impure 
by contact with the very same ashes.  According to tradition, the wise 
Solomon said of this passage, “I succeeded in understanding the whole 
Torah, but as soon as I reached this chapter of the Red Heifer, I searched, 
probed and questioned.  I said I will get wisdom but it was far from me.”  
(Midrash, B’Midbar Rabbah 19:3).  Despite this, sages throughout the 
generations have searched for meaning in this passage that is apparently 
beyond meaning.
The materials used for purification reveal a pattern of opposites.  The 
four elements – the red heifer, cedar wood, hyssop and died thread – 
contain two opposite pairs.  The red heifer is the rarest of creatures, 
while the worm from which comes the dye for the thread the most base.  
The cedar is the mightiest of trees and the hyssop the lowliest of plants.  
Only when these distinct and opposite realms are brought together in 
one mixture does purification become possible.  
But what does the bringing together of these opposite realms suggest? 
The great Italian rabbi of the early 16th century, Rabbi Ovadiah Sforno 
teaches that one must live a life of moderation.  Others comment on 
the dangers inherent in following one extreme or exclusive path, and 
not seeing the truth revealed in tension or dialectic.  Rather than being 
bound to one truth, one teacher or one leader, we should recognize the 
positive aspect of opposing positions in life and tensions in tradition.  
That there is no “one truth” may be the essence of this passage.  Perhaps 
the meaning within this passage is precisely its enigma, hinting that life 
itself presents us the greatest mystery of all.  Tradition takes this back 
to a potentially dogmatic position: The Divine will is more awesome 
than the human, and therefore there needs to be a point where human 
will should bend to God’s will as expressed in the Torah.  Beyond this 
traditional take, we can look at the same passage and understand that 
Torah is suggesting that we humans need to embrace the truth that not 

MAZAL TOV to 
Jasmine Barea 
on her Bat Mitzvah 
(Progressive)
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Saturday 5:47pm
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everything can be explained and categorised, that life is far more grey 
(or colourful) than black and white. 
Judaism celebrates the asking of questions more than the dictate of 
authority.  Perhaps that is why this passage precedes the one telling 
of the deaths of our greatest and most authoritative leaders – Miriam, 
Aaron and Moses.  It reminds us to live courageously and with faith 
means precisely to live in embrace of the great mystery and the expanse 
of that which may be.
Shabbat Shalom 
Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins

Bring a blanket 
for a refugee

 
As winter sets in, newly-
arrived people from Syria, 
Iraq and other war torn 
places are in dire need of 
warm blankets. The NSW 
Jewish Board of Deputies is 
having an appeal to help fill 
this need. 
If you have a blanket or 
two to spare that you no 
longer use or need, please 
leave them in the box in the 
Synagogue foyer.

It's very  cold at night and 
they are very much needed 
right now.



WHAT’S ON

Our Jewish Story:   Our Land, Our People
Mondays from 10:00am-11:30am
This Monday, July 3 - Rabbi Kamins will continue his presentation on his recent 
Interfaith trip to Israel and issues that arose from that journey.
Next week: Special guest - Nahed Odeh is a lawyer from East Jerusalem/Palestine who 
is completing her PhD in Constitutional Law at UNSW. She is proposing a constitutional 
design for contemporary Palestine. The title of her thesis is ‘Constitutional Design 
Options for State Formation in Palestine.

Our Jewish Story:  Tradition and Change
Mondays from 6:00pm-7:15pm
Rabbi Kamins will examine the themes of this week's parasha Balak and consider the 
wisdom of animals.

FAMILY 
FRIDAYS

from 5:30pm-6:15pm 
First Friday of each month.

Come along for a light, 
child-friendly dinner and 

then stay for services. 
A great opportunity to meet 

other families. 
Next get-together July 7 

Great for families at Kef Kids or 
Shabbat Tot.

Shabbat Tot - Friday July 7 from 4:30pm-5:30pm  for children 2-5 years old
A lovely way to introduce your children to Shabbat and an opportunity to meet other families in 
the community. 

Kef Kids - Fridays from 4:00pm-5:30pm
An exciting, dynamic, fun way for children in years K–5 to connect with Judaism and their 
community, and to learn and form friendships with other children in the congregation.

Masorti Minyan followed by breakfast - Sunday, July 2, 2017 from 8:30am
Come along to this monthly Masorti Morning Minyan followed by breakfast.

Harbourview Shabbat Dinner - Sunday, July 2, 2017 from 8:30am
Come join us for our own 4th of July Party, celebrating all that is good from the land of the free.
Bring your tastiest American and American-inspired vegetarian dishes to share.
For young adults

Renewal Kabbalat Shabbat - July 28, 2017 - 6:15pm to 7:15pm in Neuweg Sanctuary
Kabbalat Shabbat with music and meditation followed by a potluck Shabbat dinner then music 
and Kabbalah Meditation at 8.15pm. 

Lunch 'n' Learn
July 8 after Shabbat services

Rabbi Ed Feinstein of 
Valley Beth Shalom, Los Angeles

The History of Chutzpah
Rabbi Ed Feinstein is senior rabbi of Valley 

Beth Shalom in Encino, California. 
He the author of four books: Tough Questions 
Jews Ask – A Young Adult’s Guide to Building 
a Jewish Life, Jews and Judaism in the 21st 

Century, Capturing the Moon, and his most recent 
book, The Chutzpah Imperative, 

traces the history of Jewish humanism.



  IN  MEMORY

Shoah remembrance: Moritz Nussbaum was born in 1882 in Neukirchen, Germany and lived in 
Dortmund, Germany until he was murdered in Theresienstadt during the Holocaust.

 Mordechi Ben Nay-Ach (Ezra Berley)
* Geoffrey Louis Berkman
 Solomon Bettman (Philip Bettman)
* Edgar Boehm (Dorrit Mahemoff)
 Jack Bogan (Sydney Bogan)
 Bessie Rebecca Cantor (Jill Gold)
 Oswald Louis Cantor (Jill Gold)
 Bessie Rebecca Cantor (Pamela Leon)
 Oswald Louis Cantor (Pamela Leon)
 Ruth Catts (Dianne Joseph)
* Asher Cohen 
* Arthur Corrick 
 Douglas Cowen (Geoffrey Cowen)
 Ruth David (Ellen Stone)
* Mary Davis 
 Rose Devahldavis (Graham De Vahl Davis)
 Hyman Dyke (Ezra Berley, Lilian Berley)
 Minnie Dyke (Ezra Berley, Lilian Berley)
 Maxwell Faigen (David Faigen)
 Robert Federman (Edward Federman)
 Zelman Freeman (Anthony Freeman)
 Arnold Galombik (Janis Baskind,  

Robert Galombik)
* Irma Glass (Arthur Glass, Jonathan Glass)
 Lily Gold (Harold Gold)
 Nathan Gold (Harold Gold)
 Marton Hamor (George Hamor)
 Ross Hayes (David Hayes)
* Jeanette Herrman 
* William Herz 
 Ruth Hirschfield (Caron Johnson)
 Arthur Hirst (David Hirst, Ralph Hirst)
* Hannah Isaaks 
 Rachel Jackson (Gordon Jackson)
 Ray Jacobson (Martin Jacobson)

  Mietek (Michael) Kalowski  
(Stephen & Andrea Kalowski, Jenny &  
Les Rosen and grandchildren)

* Leon Kohan 
 Jack Krawitz (Aubrey Krawitz)
 Ann Lieberman (David Lieberman)
* Alfred Abraham Loebel 
 Alice Lowy (Michelle Goldman)
 Lionel Margo (Robin Margo)
 Jean-Marc Meschers (Arlette Rousseau)
 Else Meyer (Cecily Parris)
 Max Miller (Netty Grant)
 Rita Mostovoi (Sima Gehl)
* Anna Nadel (Ervin Nadel)
* Morris Newman (Margaret Perrott)
 Harold Newstead (Valerie Newstead)
 Chely Polonsky (Sergio Polonsky)
* Hanna Reubenstien 
 Sybil Henrietta Roden (Robert Roden)
* Lotte Wolff Rosenberg 
* Mosche Rosenmann 
 Meyer Rosenwax (Jill Gold)
 Valerie Isa Rosenwax (Jill Gold,  

Pamela Leon)
 Meyer Rosenwax (Pamela Leon)
 Montague Benjamin Said (Cathy Laurence)
 Rhoda Shaw (Valerie Davis)
 Georg Silberstein (Marianne Silvers)
 Hubert Sloman (Anthony Sloman)
 Morris Weinberg (Gerald Weinberg)
 Marian Werksman (Myrna Lewis)
 Jules Wynhausen (Eve Wynhausen,  

Gabi Wynhausen)
 Leon Zettel (Rosanna Zettel)

There are mourners in our community to whom we extend our sincerest sympathies on the 
death of their loved ones.
Shiva: Thomas Baumann, Charles Ezer, Hannah Rachel Rubner
Shloshim:  Klara Green, Jeanette Hersch, Francis Shoolman, Victor Bear, Harry Cohen,  

Ruth Provet, Louis Challis, Rita Sleeman, Yetty Windt, Harry Isaac Hitman, 
German Shiliansky, Louis Ferster, Maurice Segura

  This week we observe the Yahrzeits of (observed by): * Memorial Light 


