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Perpetual Respect and Honour
This week’s parasha is almost “book-ended” by two prominent deaths. The first is 
that of Sarah, our first matriarch. While the name of the parasha, Chayei Sarah 
(The Life of Sarah) doesn’t directly imply that it deals with the end of her life, it is 
an appropriate reminder that death is a part of the human life cycle.
One of the first things Abraham does after Sarah’s passing is to acquire a burial site 
for her, which he buys from the Hittites, whose land he is living on. The Hittites 
offer to give Abraham any land he chooses for Sarah’s burial, but Abraham insists 
on purchasing the land, and a specific piece of land, the cave of Machpelah. 
Effectively, Abraham has entered into a commercial agreement - he has paid the 
full land value of 400 shekels of silver, and acquired the property he wants to bury 
his wife in. 
At the beginning of Parashat Lech Lecha, God tells Abraham to leave his native 
land, and to go to a land that God will show him. Later in the same parasha, 
God makes a covenant with Abraham, assigning the land referred to earlier, to 
Abraham’s descendants. 
Ironically, therefore, Abraham is purchasing land for burial use, in a land that his 
descendants have been promised.
However, Abraham has identified himself as a “resident alien”, clearly recognising 
that nothing there actually belongs to him. In biblical terms, the land referred to 
will only form part of his descendants’ legacy several centuries later. 
Moreover, he has chosen not to accept a gift of land, nor bargain on the price - he 
pays the full value of the land to Ephron, who owns the land.
Abraham wants to ensure that the burial site he has chosen will remain as a burial 
site, so he acquires a legally-sanctioned and permanent security over the land. No 
one can say that he got the land for less than it’s worth, he did not receive any 
favours in this regard.
Abraham wants to make sure that following her death, Sarah’s funeral 
arrangements and her final resting place are arranged appropriately, so that she is 
looked after and respected, just as she looked after him and his family while she 
was alive.
Abraham recognises that death is a part of life, and that we need to ensure we take 
appropriate steps to honour our loved ones, just as we would want to be honoured 
and respected when our time comes. Sarah was a stalwart and a role model not only 
for her family, but also for the generations that followed, and she is still today. 
Abraham takes extra steps to ensure that Sarah’s life is honoured in the most 
appropriate manner. He acquires a place for his wife’s burial, honouring and 
perpetuating her memory.
Toward the end of the parasha, we learn of Abraham’s death and his subsequent 
burial, the other “book-end” I referred to earlier. Just as the actions he took in 
ensuring Sarah’s burial were carried out with the highest amount of reverence 
and respect for her, he receives the same respect from his family, further allowing 
Sarah’s legacy of a warm and caring woman to live on.

MAZAL TOV to 
Anna Davis 
on her Bat Mitzvah 
(Neuweg Sanctuary)

CANDLE LIGHTING
Friday 7:13pm 
Saturday 8:13pm

TORAH
Genesis 23:1 - 25:18 
(page 127 ) 

HAFTARAH
I Kings 1:1 - 1:31 
(page 142) 

Erev Shabbat
• 6:15pm 
  Shabbat Live 
  (Main Sanctuary)
  Masorti service 
  (Neuweg Sanctuary) 
 
Shabbat Morning
• 9:00am 

Masorti service 
(Neuweg Sanctuary) 

• 10:00am 
Progressive service 
(Main Sanctuary)

MORNING MINYAN
• 6:45am Monday 
   and Thursday 
• 8:30am first Sunday

of every month 
followed by breakfast 
(Neuweg Sanctuary)
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This week is WIZO Shabbat, where we celebrate and acknowledge the incredible 
work that WIZO do, both in Australia and in Israel. Through their projects, just 
like Abraham and Sarah, they too have created a legacy of compassion, kindness and 
respect, and have helped to heal the world. May the remarkable work that they do 
continue to inspire us all to achieve our goals.
Shabbat Shalom,
Reverend Sam Zwarenstein

November 19th is
Mitzvah Day

Before Mitzvah Day we will be 
collecting items to create packs 

for  children in Indigenous 
communities. Please donate any of 

the following NEW items.
For boys and girls aged 3-5

• washer
• soap
• antiseptic 

cream
• band aids
• underwear

• pocket 
tissues

• tooth paste
• toothbrush
• socks
• singlets

Just bring them to the synagogue 
and place them in the baskets in 
the foyer.
Then come along on Sunday Nov 
19 between 10am and 11:30am 
and help us put all the materials 
into packs for the children.

MEMORIES OF EMANUEL
“Memories of Emanuel: an exhibition  

celebrating 80 years of Emanuel”
Have you celebrated a birth, bar/bat mitzvah, wedding or other 
occasion at Emanuel Synagogue?  We are creating an exhibition 
of photographs to celebrate our synagogue, the people and stories 
within our community and we need your help. Please send us:
Lifecycle at Emanuel: lifecycle events in your family which have 
happened at the synagogue: bar/bat mitzvah, weddings, births..
Life at Emanuel: photos of moments at the synagogue: festival 
celebrations, Sunday school, parties, events, anything 
Scan and send your photos together with a few sentences explaining 
the photos and send it to 80years@emanuel.org.au

Film Night
Keep The Change

November 11th from 9:00pm
Keep the Change follows David, 
an upper-class charmer who leads 
a very comfortable life until he 
is mandated to attend a support 
group for adults with disabilities. 

Event Cinemas, Bondi Junction 
- Tickets just $20 @ 
https://tinyurl.comkeepchange

Planning a wedding?
Wedding Expo

Meet the rabbis, preview the new sanctuary, meet suppliers and much 
more!
December 10 from 7:00pm- 9:00pm



WHAT’S ON
Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Rafi Kaiserblueth - This Shabbat after services
Abraham takes great care in discharging his final responsibilities to his wife Sarah after 
she has passed away. How have these laws and rituals of Kavod Ha'Met (Honour for the 
Deceased) evolved throughout our history? 

Kabbalah Meditation - Tuesday nights in November 7:30-8:30pm 
followed by Text study 8:30pm-9:30pm with Rabbi Dr Orna Triguboff and special guests.

Renewal Kabbalat Shabbat and Community Dinner - November 17th from 6:15pm
With special guest musicians including Ilan Kidron and Rabbi Dr Orna Triguboff
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat songs and prayer, 7:15pm pot luck vegetarian dinner followed by 
music and meditation.

The Music of Carole King & James Taylor - 18 November from 8:00pm
Come and spend an evening with friends in our 70s lounge (Neuweg), enjoy a light '70s 
style supper and our talented musicians as they bring us the music of Carole King and James 
Taylor. Cost: $15 members, $20 non members. Book now: tinyurl.com/kingemanuel

Screening - A Spiel Full of Meshuggah Revisited - Sunday 26th November at 2:00pm 
Did you love the Purim Spiel and wish you could see it again? Were you unable to come to 
the spiel and are devastated you missed it? Fear not! We have a professional recording of the 
event for you to come and enjoy all the laughs, all the groans, all the puns of Purim. In the 
hall on the big screen!

Chanukah Communal Shabbat Dinner - Friday 15th December at 7:30pm 
Join us after Shabbat services for a special communal Shabbat dinner for Chanukah with 
delicious food, great company and a beautiful Shabbat atmosphere.

Chanukah Temple Of Song - Saturday 16th December at 8:00pm 
A soulful evening of music, singing and connection. Opening the heart through the emotive 
power of songs. Joining Rabbi Dr Orna Triguboff are Amir Paiss and Avishai Barnatan Music, 
playing an uplifting blend of traditional Hebrew and Klezmer mixed with Middle Eastern 
inspirations. Book now: www.trybooking.com/SMNZ
Chanukah on the Beach - Monday 18th December from 5:00pm 
Bring a picnic dinner. We’ll supply the sufganiyot! 
Meet at Parsley Bay Beach at 5pm. Fun for all the family!

Our Jewish Story:  Tradition and Change
Monday from 6:00pm-7:30pm

Rabbi Kaiserblueth - Is the Torah a neutral document? Or are we to infer an opinion 
or judgment of the actions of the characters? Case in Point - Jacob vs Esau.

Our Jewish Story: Our Land, Our People
Monday from 10:00am - 11:30am

Rabbi Kaiserblueth will look at important issues facing contemporary Israel. This 
week: On the anniversary of his death, we examine the legacy of Yitzhak Rabin.



  IN  MEMORY

Shoah remembrance: Andre Levy was born in 1926 in Metz, France and lived there 
until 1942 when he was murdered in Auschwitz during the Holocaust.

  Lionel Arthur Abrahams  
  (Nikki Abrahams)
  Alexander Ameisen (Helena Ameisen)
  Maurice Auerbach (Joanna Auerbach)
  David Barrkman (Sandra Barrkman)
  Leopold Harry Bass (Ernest Bass)
  Etta Brania Bat Teival (Phillip Stiassny)
  Sidney R. Bloomfield (Peter Bloomfield)
  Liza Bogan (Sydney Bogan)
  Sadie Campan (Denise Mallach)
* Louis William Catts (Dianne Joseph)
  Madeleine Charlotte (Samuel Fletcher)
  Mabel Coppel (Ronald Coppel)
  Margo David (Marla Bozic)
  Zara Davies (Rodney Davies)
* Sarah Augusta Davis 
  Ashley Don (Janiene Hyman)
  Doreen Efron (Judith Bogan)
  Rosalie Flaxman (James Flaxman)
  Charlotte Gardos (Agnes Seeman,  
  Nick Seeman)
  John Glass (Garry Glass)
  Joseph Morris Glick (Cherie Glick)
  Peggy Alexandra Gold (Carol Reismann)
  Rose Grosfeld (Frances Fester)
* Andrew Grunberg 
  Sidney Helprin (Lynnette Helprin)
* Emanuel Herrman 
  Ivan Holland (Dolores Holland)

* Sydney Emanuel Isaacs 
  Gerda Kay (Steven Kay)
  Ephraim Kremer (Edward Kremer)
  Ruth Marion Levy (Michal Levy)
  Fred Linden (Alex Linden)
  Joseph Faraj Messiah (Karen Fried)
  Valda Morris (Gavin Morris)
  Zell Rabin (Milly Goldman)
  Yosef Reich (Naomi Beran)
  Elwira Rosenstraus (Susanne Martin)
  David Rutstein (Edward Rutstein,  
  Natan Rutstein)
* Berta Rybaczewsjki 
  Rose Sandy (Robert Sandy)
  Edith Seeman (Agnes Seeman,  
  Nick Seeman)
* Gerry Simson (Margot Blumberg,  
  Adele Simson)
  Alfred Slater (Edna Ross)
  Arthur Spindler (Deborah Saunders, 
  Lesley Spindler)
  Mila Szapiro (Julie Brandon)
  Rudolph Urwan (Michael Urwand, 
  Marcelle Urwand)  
  Abraham Wajnryb (Eric Waine)
  Edward Elias Whitmont (Yadida Sekel)
  Hedwig Witton (Barbara Simon)

There are mourners in our community to whom we extend our sincerest sympathies on the 
death of their loved ones.
Shiva:  Peter Solomon
Shloshim: Judith Cantor, Tony Kay, Marc Kestenbaum, Geoff Kline, Ann Lipschitz,  

Jeanette Ozana, Alan Kennedy, Rae Kushe, Stanley Bloomfield.

  This week we observe the Yahrzeits of (observed by):                            * Memorial Light  


