
MAZEL TOV

Ben Landa on his  
Bar Mitzvah  
(Heritage Sanctuary)
CANDLE LIGHTING 
Friday 4:39pm 
Saturday 5:15pm
TORAH (page 738) 
Leviticus 25:1 - 26:2
HAFTARAH (page 758) 
Jeremiah 32:6 - 32:27

SHABBAT SERVICES 
Erev Shabbat 
• 6:15pm Masorti service 

(Neuweg)
• 6:15pm Shabbat Live 

(New Sanctuary)

Shabbat Morning
• 9:00am -  

Masorti service 
(New Sanctuary)

• 10:00am -  
Progressive service 
(Heritage Sanctuary)

              _________________

Morning Minyan
Morning minyan is on 
Mondays and Thursdays 
at 6:45am.
             _________________

• Friday June 21 6:15pm 
Renewal Kabbalat 
Shabbat, Dinner and 
Meditation

SHABBAT BULLETIN
Parasha Behar 24/25 May 2019 • 20 Iyar 5779 

The right thing to do

In this week’s Torah portion we find the commandment not 
to charge interest when lending money; “Et kaspecha lo titein lo 
b’neshech u’v’marbit lo titein ochlecha” - Do not lend (him) your 
money at advance interest, or give (him) your food at accrued 
interest [Lev. 25:37]. While the translation refers to two types 
of interest (neshech - advanced and marbit - accrued), they are 
still referred to as interest, and our Sages discuss why both are 
mentioned, and separately to that, if they are the same idea. It is the 
Mishna that asks; which is neshech, and which is marbit?

In its explanation, the Talmud refers to neshech as a straight interest 
calculation (you pay back the initial loan plus a set amount, usually 
proportionate to the loan amount). It then goes on to explain that 
marbit refers more generally to an increase in value of a product, 
from when it was paid for, until the time the product was handed 
over. For example, a trader may have bought a kor (ancient 
measurement) of wheat at the market from a seller, and they agreed 
that the price at that time was worth 3 measures of wine. Then 
when it came time to trade the goods (one for the other), a kor of 
wheat may have been worth 4 measures of wine. This could result in 
the seller trying to increase their profit (i.e. make more money) by 
demanding 4 measures of wine.

There is also a further suggestion that the verse should be explained 
as; “Do not make him pay neshech and marbit for your money, and 
do not make him pay neshech and marbit for your food.”

Furthermore, our Sages declared (Tractate Bava Metzia 60b) that 
they are not two separate ideas, since neshech is the same as marbit 
and marbit is the same as neshech. They explain that the reason the 
verse distinguishes between them is to cause the transgressor to be 
twice as guilty.

Whether or not these types of interest are seen as the same thing, 
or as two different types of interest, the key message is that they are 
prohibited by Torah law. It seeks to protect both the lender and the 
borrower from undue distress and angst.

For many of us, the ability to help others is not just something that 
comes naturally, but it also serves as an opportunity for us to do 
good, and feel good about doing good.
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continued over...

Thank you to the Landa Family for sponsoring the Progressive kiddush.



Rabbi Jeffrey B. Kamins OAM
Arno & Hella Seefeldt Rabbinic Chair Rabbi Jacqueline Ninio

Rabbi Dr Orna TriguboffRabbi Rafi Kaiserblueth Rev. Sam Zwarenstein        
Director of Communal Engagement Cantor George Mordecai

In this instance, the Torah issues a warning for us to exercise caution when we help others. It can 
happen that when you help others, you are already working out what you’ll receive in return. It’s a 
natural phenomenon, but we should not be thinking WIIFM (what’s in it for me), or what benefit 
will I receive for doing this? The instruction given in this week’s parasha is that we should help 
others because it’s the right thing to do, not because we can gain something from doing so.

Shabbat Shalom,

Reverend Sam Zwarenstein

Acting on Climate Change 
with Dr John Hewson AM

A conversation between the former Liberal leader Dr John Hewson AM  
and Rabbi Jeffrey B. Kamins OAM

June 2nd, 2019 5:00PM to 6:30PM
This is a special opportunity to reflect on the important topic of climate change; one 
of the central issues of the recent Australian Federal Election. Among other positions, 
former Liberal Party leader John Hewson is chairman-elect of the Business Council for 
Sustainable Development (BCSD) Australia. Bookings: tinyurl.com/hewsontalk

Tree of Life Sound Healing 
with Live Music

23 June from 5:00pm-6:30pm
Special guest musician, Avishai Barnatan, 
will join Rabbi Dr Orna Triguboff 
in leading a relaxation based on the 
Kabbalistic Tree of Life. 
For a relaxing, rejuvenating and inspiring 
Sunday evening.
Members $10, online early bird price $25, 
otherwise $35
Bookings: tinyurl.com/soundheal



WHAT’S ON
Conversations about Israel - every Monday from 10:00am-11:30am
Rabbi Kamins and guest speakers examine contemporary issues impacting the Jewish 
homeland.  
Ofer Levy - The Nature of Israel photography exhibition - from May 20 in the gallery
For this exhibition, award-winning photographer Ofer Levy has selected some of his 
favourite images of the birds and other animals of Israel.
Join us on 11 June at 7:00pm for An evening with Ofer Levy, photographer
Hear Ofer retell his fascinating experiences and methods in capturing Israel's natural 
beauty up close followed by a Q&A. This is a free event 
From Slavery to Freedom - Understanding the Deeper Meaning of the Omer
from 7.15pm-8.45pm Thursday the 30th of May as well as June 6th 
Over 4 weeks Cantor George Mordecai will present a series of discussions as we examine 
the themes of the Omer.
Emanuel Synagogue AGM - Tuesday 28 May 6:30pm
Shabbat Tot - for 2-5 year olds - Friday June 7 from 4:30pm - 5:30pm
A lovely way to introduce your children to Shabbat and to meet other families in the 
community.
Family Friday - Friday June 7 from 5:30pm - 6:15pm
Come along for a light, child-friendly dinner and then stay for services.
A great opportunity to meet families in the congregation and celebrate Shabbat together.
A night of celebration for Shavuot - from 6:15pm Saturday 8th June - keep the date

Conversations about Health
Legal and Illegal Drugs

with Dr Alex Wodak
Why does almost Australian family have 
a member with a serious drug problem?
Dr Wodak is one of Australia's preeminent 
drug law reformists and was the instigator 
of the nationwide roll out of needle and 
syringe programs, preventing a major HIV 
outbreak, stabilised hepatitis C rates and 

saved countless lives.
Sunday June 30 from 5:00pm

Emanuel Synagogue and Plus61J present  
an Israeli film directed by Yossi Madmoni

Restoration
19th June from 7:00pm

A man comes face to face with his failings 
as a father and a businessman as he struggles 
to make things right in this Israeli drama. 
Winner of the World Cinema Screenwriting 
Award at the Sundance Film Festival.
Bookings: tinyurl.com/restoration-film

Shabbat Live!  
featuring Yoel Sykes of Nava Tehila

Masters of Joyful Prayer from Jerusalem
June 14 from 6:15pm

In partnership with Kesher Sydney
Nava Tehila is a Jerusalem-based ensemble that plays original and traditional Jewish music 
that energizes and excites its audiences. Yoel Sykes of Nava Tehila joins Shabbat Live for 
an energetic and uplifting special Shabbat service. Yoel’s unique musical and spiritual 
background lays the foundations for what promises to an unforgettable performance.



  IN  MEMORY

 Harry Arenson (Elana Leigh,  
 Belinda Levy)
 Vera Barta (Kathy Urwand)
 Victor Bear (Deidre Bear, Grahame Bear,  
 Susan Bear, Jennifer Baker)
 Mina Boolkin (Allan Boolkin)
 Thomas Bowen (David Bowen)
* Alice Cohen
 David Davis (Edward Davis)
 Rosa Billie Einfeld (Marcus Einfeld)
 Mordechai Eisen (Benjamin Isaacs)
 Jack Fletcher (Denise Fletcher)
 Eva Gelb (George Gelb)
* Sidney Goldberg
 Simon Golding (Michael Golding)
 Susan Goldstein (Laurence Adelman)
 Sadie Gotlieb (Kim Gotlieb)
 Maurice Arthur Griffiths  
 (Randolph Griffiths)
 Felicia Gryf (Giza Fletcher)
 Solange Hakim (Claude Hakim)
* Annie Hart
 Frank Heller (Ruth Bender)
* Esty Herz
* Maurice Isenberg (Ruth Colman,  
 Lesley Ratner)
 Ettie Jacobson (Peter Jacobson)
 Bernard Jacoby (Arie Jacoby,  
 Tony Jacoby, Vera Jacoby)
 Roy Samuel Joseph (Annette Joseph)
 Ruth Kane (Sandra Bassin)
 Frankie Keats (Sharon Stern)

 Alexander Kleiner (Mark Kleiner)
 Moysey Kletsky (Ilia Kletski)
 Eli Clement Levy (Michal Levy)
 Kitty Lowe (Sandra Steinweg,  
 Deborah Wicks)
 Kitty Messiah (Karen Fried)
* Helen Elizabeth Moss (Primrose Moss)
* Alfred Opper
 Arthur Perry (Reg Grinberg,  
 Nellie Grinberg)
 Jack Perry (Jacqueline Perry,  
 Suzanne Amzallag)
 Michael Pien (Joseph Pien)
 Graham Sawyer (Jocelyn Robuck)
 Aubrey Sher (Isadore Sher)
 Lorraine Margarete Sorger  
 (Peggy Sorger)
 Karl Spielman (Ron Spielman)
* Martha Spink 
 Rivah Raska Wainer (Devorah Wainer)
* John Wars
 Rachel Rebecca Yudelman  
 (Ivan Goldberg)

There are mourners in our community to whom we extend our sincerest sympathies 
on the death of their loved ones.

Shiva: Cliff Rubinstein, Susie Gold, Abe Meyerson, Fritzi Ritterman, Peter Morris, 
Elaine Morris, Susan Feller, Alan Vorsay, Valerie Marie Doyle

Shloshim: Lena Goldstein, Jeffrey Woolf, Svetlana Farbman, Sylvia Golding, 
Clara Langsam, Jacques Chatard

  This week we observe the Yahrzeits of (observed by):                            * Memorial Light  

Shoah Remembrance: Israel Kroivetz was born in Odessa,Ukraine in 1903, and lived there 
until 1941 when he was murdered during the Holocaust.


