
MAZEL TOV

Jack Goldberg on his  
Bar Mitzvah  
(Heritage Sanctuary)
CANDLE LIGHTING 
Friday 4:36pm 
Saturday 5:12pm
TORAH (page 747) 
Leviticus 26:3 - 27:34
HAFTARAH (page 762) 
Jeremiah 16:19 - 17:14

SHABBAT SERVICES 
Erev Shabbat 
• 6:15pm Masorti service 

(Neuweg)
• 6:15pm Shabbat Live 

(New Sanctuary)

Shabbat Morning
• 9:00am -  

Masorti service 
(New Sanctuary)

• 10:00am -  
Progressive service 
(Heritage Sanctuary)

              _________________

Morning Minyan
Morning minyan is on 
Mondays and Thursdays 
at 6:45am.
             _________________

• Friday June 21 6:15pm 
Renewal Kabbalat 
Shabbat, Dinner and 
Meditation

Welcome to the Ayelet 
Tour group visiting from 
the US

SHABBAT BULLETIN
Parasha Bechukotai 31 May/1 June 2019 • 27 Iyar 5779 

Following "Ways of God"
“If you follow My laws faithfully and observe My commandments” 
begins this week’s parasha, which then promises a series of blessings 
who follow the teaching and a series of horrific curses for those 
who do not.  The doctrine of “reward and punishment” becomes 
enshrined within Jewish tradition through its repetition in the 
Torah and its emphasis as one of Judaism’s core principles of faith.  
Maimonides’ eleventh principle of faith states, “God rewards him 
who obeys the commands of the Torah, and punishes him who 
transgresses its prohibitions.”  We sing a version of this in the hymn 
Yigdal at the conclusion of our services, “ God bestows loving 
kindness upon a person according to her deeds, and gives to the 
wicked evil according his wickedness.”  We recite a version of the 
doctrine in the second paragraph of the Shema, which is also placed 
within our tefillin and mezuzot.  Given the prevalence of this 
teaching, how do we respond to it, given the clear knowledge it has 
no basis in fact in terms of our day to day life.  That is, for millennia 
we have seen the wicked prosper and the righteous suffer.
While the doctrine of reward and punishment is central to this 
week’s parasha and Judaism itself, its problematic nature has been 
recognised since biblical times. The entire book of Job is a study of 
the doctrine of reward and punishment.  As the impeccably good 
man begins to suffer – illness, loss of property and death of family - 
a series of friends approaches him asserting that he must have done 
something of which God is aware to have brought on this calamity.  
Job, sure of goodness, rejects their words.  Finally, in the depths 
of his suffering, God calls to him from the tempest and basically 
berates Job saying the mysteries of the universe are unknown to 
humans, and God’s justice is absolute.  The rabbinic tradition has 
difficulty accepting this edict in its harsh black and white, thus 
developing the concept of “life after death.”  That is, the righteous 
might suffer in this world and the wicked prosper, but all will be 
reversed in the “world to come”.  Indeed, Judaism’s insistence on 
the “resurrection of the dead” derives from the need to resolve the 
problem of reward and punishment.  This leaves many contemporary 
Jews in a conundrum, for both doctrines require a deep faith that 
seems to run counter to the evidentiary world that guides our 
decision making. 
This is not the place for a discourse about the afterlife, but rather 
an opportunity to see if there can be a different truth within the 
doctrine of reward and punishment.  One needs to know that 
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continued over...

Thank you to the Goldberg Family for sponsoring the Progressive kiddush 
and to Nora's Cooking Club for the Masorti kiddush.
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our ancient culture recognises that while each individual is created in the divine image, 
the individual’s significance manifests primarily in relationship with the other and within 
community.  In this sense, the doctrine of reward and punishment does not apply to the 
individual qua individual, but the individual as part of a larger community or society.  In 
other words, we can look at this doctrine of national calamity presented in this week’s parasha 
as a consequence for the decisions and actions made by the majority of that society.
Now by this I am not suggesting that God watches us and punishes us in an interventionist 
sense.  Rather, that there are “ways of God” we should follow, actions that we should feel 
compelled to do.  While one approach in Judaism may hold that it is to follow a halakhically 
observant way of life, another approach guides that it is to live understanding one’s 
responsibility for all of God’s creation, the environment that sustains us and the sentient 
beings who share this fragile planet with us.  The more we act with that sense of compassion 
and justice toward others, the more our society, and we, will have reward.  
Shabbat Shalom,
Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins

Acting on Climate Change 
with Dr John Hewson AM

A conversation between the former Liberal leader Dr John Hewson AM  
and Rabbi Jeffrey B. Kamins OAM

June 2nd, 2019 5:00PM to 6:30PM
This is a special opportunity to reflect on the important topic of climate change; one 
of the central issues of the recent Australian Federal Election. Among other positions, 
former Liberal Party leader John Hewson is chairman-elect of the Business Council for 
Sustainable Development (BCSD) Australia. Bookings: tinyurl.com/hewsontalk

Emanuel Synagogue and Plus61J present  
an Israeli film directed by Yossi Madmoni

Restoration
19th June from 7:00pm

A man comes face to face with his failings 
as a father and a businessman as he struggles 
to make things right in this Israeli drama. 
Winner of the World Cinema Screenwriting 
Award at the Sundance Film Festival.
Bookings: tinyurl.com/restoration-film



WHAT’S ON
Conversations about Israel - every Monday from 10:00am-11:30am
Rabbi Kamins and guest speakers examine contemporary issues impacting the Jewish 
homeland.  On Monday June 3rd from 10:00am, Lyndall Katz and Kylie Beach will present 
Reflections on Give Peace a Chance study tour of Israel and the West Bank. In April this 
year, they were part of a group of Jewish leaders, Church leaders of several denominations 
and leaders in the LGBTQ communities on a tour of Israel and the West Bank.
Ofer Levy - The Nature of Israel photography exhibition - from May 20 in the gallery
For this exhibition, award-winning photographer Ofer Levy has selected some of his 
favourite images of the birds and other animals of Israel.
Join us on 11 June at 7:00pm for An evening with Ofer Levy, photographer
Hear Ofer retell his fascinating experiences and methods in capturing Israel's natural 
beauty up close followed by a Q&A. This is a free event 
Shabbat Tot - for 2-5 year olds - Friday June 7 from 4:30pm - 5:30pm
A lovely way to introduce your children to Shabbat and to meet other families in the 
community.
Family Friday - Friday June 7 from 5:30pm - 6:15pm
Come along for a light, child-friendly dinner and then stay for services.
A great opportunity to meet families in the congregation and celebrate Shabbat together.

Shabbat Live!  
featuring Yoel Sykes of Nava Tehila

Masters of Joyful Prayer from Jerusalem
June 14 from 6:15pm

In partnership with Kesher Sydney
Nava Tehila is a Jerusalem-based ensemble that plays original and traditional Jewish music 
that energizes and excites its audiences. Yoel Sykes of Nava Tehila joins Shabbat Live for 
an energetic and uplifting special Shabbat service. Yoel’s unique musical and spiritual 
background lays the foundations for what promises to an unforgettable performance.

SHAVU-HOT IS HERE!
Saturday 8th June

Shavuot will be HOT at Emanuel as our 
amazing presenters share 10 minutes on 
HOT topics. There will be HOT button 
issues, some will get you HOT under the 
collar. So strike while the iron is HOT and 
put it in your calendar now! 
There will be a wonderful home-cooked 
dairy dinner, cheesecakes baked by our 
amazing volunteers and a chance to be 
challenged, inspired and connected to 
community and Torah.
6:15pm Shavuot services
7:00pm 'til midnight - enjoy the learning!

Ice Cream 
Sunday

 
Sunday June 9th  

from 9:30am

Join us for our Shavuot family 
service: songs, stories and a 
chance to engage with the Torah.
The coffee cart will be here for 
the adults and ice cream sundaes 
for the kids to enjoy.



  IN  MEMORY

 Cyril Asher (Denyse Bernstein)
 Isaac Barel (Eli Barel)
 Rita Becker (Miguel Becker,  
 Ellen Dunn)
 Henry Biner (Anne Biner)
 Hyman Black (Edna Viner)
 Norma Cohen (Robyn Ross)
 Florence Keith Cohen  
 (Jenny Van Proctor)
 Norman Isadore Crown (Allan Crown)
 Gary Davey (Leslie Davey)
 Brian Alfred Davis (Karen Pizem)
 Solomon Moses Elias (Ezekiel Elias)
 Hana Frankel (Patricia Lieberman)
 Gordon Freed (David Freed)
 Howard Freeman (David Freeman)
 Gershon Gelman (Howard Gelman)
 Theodore (Teddy) Gero (Vera Faludi,  
 Margarita Prager)
 Adele Godley (Judith Lorentz)
 Cecil Goldstein (Jillian Mansell)
 Shimon Hitman (Jacqueline Gerald)
 Harry Isaac Hitman (Jacqueline Gerald)
 Asher Louis Israel (Lisa Collins,  
 Larraine Larri)
 Edward Ashley Jackson  
 (Cynthia Jackson, Gordon Jackson,  
 Geraldine Palmer)
 Caren Deeb Khouri  
 (Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins)
 Tom Harry Kaplan (Errol Kaplan)
 Melitta Klinger (Helen Klinger)
 George Korner (Judit Korner)

* Lilo Kristian
 Don Lusthaus (Margaret Roden)
 Penelope Elma Meagher  
 (Primrose Moss)
 Winston Miller (Keith Miller)
 Veronica Rosalie Minc (Ariane Minc)
 Peggy Josephine Morris  
 (Leon Waxman)
 Ruth Provet (Robert Whyte)
 Kenneth Raphaely (Lynn Crown)
 Yehudit Reich (Naomi Beran)
 George Reich (Victoria Reich)
* Elise Reinheimer
 Colleen Vaughn Rich  
 (Jenny Van Proctor)
* Jacob Sassoon (Aliza Sassoon,  
 Regina Sassoon)
 Emil Schaffer (Garry Schaffer,  
 Ron Schaffer)
* Alina Schwarzbaum  
 (Joan Schwarzbaum)
 Franciska Shoolman (Hymie Shoolman)
 Margaret Somlai (Anita Fisher,  
 George Fisher, Marianne Vaidya)
 Ilana Strum (Leah Werner)
* Clara Urwand (Marcelle Urwand)
 Michel Urwand (Marcelle Urwand)
 Morrie Isaacs Van Proctor  
 (Jenny Van Proctor)
 Leonard James Weil (Ian Rathmell)
* Hedy Weissmann (Ruth Macdonald)
 Yetty Windt (Uri Windt)
* Selma Wolff

There are mourners in our community to whom we extend our sincerest sympathies 
on the death of their loved ones.

Shiva: Dolly Shadler, Joyce Herz
Shloshim: Cliff Rubinstein, Susie Gold, Abe Meyerson, Fritzi Ritterman, Peter Morris, 

Elaine Morris, Susan Feller, Alan Vorsay, Valerie Marie Doyle, Lena Goldstein, 
Jeffrey Woolf, Svetlana Farbman, Sylvia Golding, Clara Langsam

  This week we observe the Yahrzeits of (observed by):                            * Memorial Light  

Shoah Remembrance: Minna Schreier was born in Slask, Poland in 1912 and lived there 
until she was murdered during the Holocaust.


