
SHABBAT BULLETIN
Parshat Balak   7/8 July 2017  •  14 Tamuz 5777

Balak and Balaam
Every time I read this parasha, I can’t help but think of the hilarious Shrek 
movies, where the beloved talking donkey, voiced by none other than Eddie 
Murphy, displays a boundless ability of making his opinions and thoughts 
heard. Yes, it’s a movie franchise, an animated one at that, and yes, it is meant to 
be comical and poke fun at the vast array of fairy tales told through the ages.
However, unlike the Shrek movies, the Torah isn’t known for its comedic value, 
nor is it abound with talking animals. The only other talking animal in the 
Torah is the snake in Gan Eden in Bereishit.
Yet, in this week’s parasha, we find the combination of both.
The King of Moab, Balak, asks the prophet Balaam to curse the Children of 
Israel. So Balaam heads off to the Israelite camps, to carry out his assigned duty. 
Incensed at what was being planned, God places an angel armed with a sword, 
in the way of Balaam and his donkey, . Each time the donkey attempts to evade 
the danger of the armed angel, Balaam becomes more infuriated. Finally, the 
donkey drops to the floor and refuses to move. Then Balaam loses it, and starts 
to hit the donkey with a stick.
Then Adonai  opened the ass’s mouth, and she said to Balaam, “What have I 
done to you that you have beaten me these three times?”. Balaam said to the ass, 
“You have made a mockery of me! If I had a sword with me, I’d kill you.” The 
ass said to Balaam, “Look, I am the ass that you have been riding all along until 
this day! Have I been in the habit of doing this to you?” And Balaam answered, 
“No.” (Numbers 22:28-30)
Only at this point, is Balaam able to see the angel and he realises that he actually 
owes his life to the donkey. He expresses to the angel that if it is God’s will, he 
will turn back and not continue to the Israelite camp to carry out his assigned 
duty. The angel tells him to carry on with his journey, but he must only use the 
words that the angel will tell him. Balaam continue on his way, and instead of 
cursing the Children of Israel, he ends up blessing them.
The story could easily have taken place without the piece with the talking 
donkey. That being the case, what can we learn from this very unusual 
encounter? 
Firstly, there is a direct connection between what happened there and Balaam’s 
mission. The donkey sees the angel of God blocking the way, which Balaam 
initially fails to see. Then the donkey speaks, and Balaam discovers the truth 
behind what had occurred. If we look back at Balaam’s mission, it involves 
seeing (he had to view the Children of Israel in their camps) and speaking (after 
he had seen/found them, he was to curse them).
Secondly, the donkey represents a humble beast of burden. Balaam rides atop 
the donkey reflecting the spoken order where the powerful are honoured and 
distinguished as they ride upon the backs of the lowly and the hapless. Through 
experiencing Balaam’s lack of control as he beats the donkey, eventually falling 
to the floor, the donkey seems to mock Balaam, and metaphorically, the 
assumed order. 

MAZAL TOV to 
Tori Shapiro 
on her Bat Mitzvah 
(Progressive)

MAZAL TOV to 
Ben Shapiro 
on his Bar Mitzvah 
(Progressive) 

CANDLE LIGHTING
Friday 4:42pm 
Saturday 5:41pm

TORAH 
Numbers 22:2 - 25:9 
(page 894) 

HAFTARAH
Micah 5:6 - 6:8 
(page 914)

SERVICE TIMES
Erev Shabbat
• 6:15pm

Masorti service
(Neuweg Sanctuary)

• 6:15pm
Shabbat Live!
(Main Sanctuary)

• 6:15pm
Jewish Renewal
service
(July 28 & August 25)

Shabbat Morning
• 9:00am

Masorti service
(Neuweg Sanctuary)

• 10:00am
Progressive service
(Main Sanctuary)

MINYAN
• 6:45am Monday &

6:45am Thursday
• 8:30am first Sunday

of every month
followed by breakfast
(Neuweg Sanctuary)
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By using the “over the top” encounter, where a donkey can see what the human 
cannot, and where that donkey not only speaks, but also challenges the hierarchy 
and order, the Torah teaches us that there is much to be learnt through humility 
and respect, and that power and perceived superiority are not always a formula for 
success.  Let us take the time to acknowledge and respect that all parties (human 
or otherwise) play an important role in our journeys, and let’s be grateful for the 
role they play, whether intentionally or unintentionally.
In the words of Shrek; “That’ll do Donkey. That’ll do”.
Shabbat Shalom, 
Rev. Sam Zwarenstein

 
Thanks to Cyndi Freiman for sponsoring the  

Masorti Kiddush in honour of her late mother, Cecilia Chait.

Bring a blanket 
for a refugee

 
As winter sets in, newly-arrived 
people from Syria, Iraq and 
other war torn places are in dire 
need of warm blankets. The 
NSW Jewish Board of Deputies 
is having an appeal to help fill 
this need. 
If you have a blanket or two to 
spare that you no longer use or 
need, please leave them in the 
box in the Synagogue foyer.

It's very  cold at night and they 
are very much needed right now.



WHAT’S ON

Our Jewish Story:   Our Land, Our People
Mondays from 10:00am-11:30am
This Monday, July 10 - Special guest - Nahed Odeh is a lawyer from East Jerusalem/
Palestine who is completing her PhD in Constitutional Law at UNSW. She is proposing a 
constitutional design for contemporary Palestine. The title of her thesis is ‘Constitutional 
Design Options for State Formation in Palestine.

Our Jewish Story:  Tradition and Change
Mondays from 6:00pm-7:15pm
Rabbi Kamins will examine the themes of this week's parasha Pinchas: the zealotry of 
Torah and tradition

Harbourview Shabbat Dinner - Friday, July 14, 2017 after services
Come join us for our own 4th of July Party, celebrating all that is good from the land of the free.
Bring your tastiest American and American-inspired vegetarian dishes to share.
For young adults

Kabbalah Meditation Weekly class - Term 3, 2017: 18 July - 19 September 
Tuesdays 7:30pm to 8:30pm 
Open to beginners & advanced 
Relax, rejuvenate and meditate in spiritual community. Be inspired! 

Renewal Kabbalat Shabbat - July 28, 2017 - 6:15pm to 7:15pm in Neuweg Sanctuary
Kabbalat Shabbat with music and meditation followed by a potluck Shabbat dinner then music 
and Kabbalah Meditation at 8.15pm. 
Please note on July 28 there will also be a Masorti Minyan

Tu B'Av - the festival of love - a night of Dinner & Jazz - 6 August from 7pm-9pm
featuring Oscar Gross, Benjamin Adler & Paul Khoder  See: https://tinyurl.com/tubav-dinner

Lunch 'n' Learn
July 8 after Shabbat services

Rabbi Ed Feinstein

The History of Chutzpah
Rabbi Ed Feinstein is senior rabbi of Valley 

Beth Shalom in Encino, California. 
Author of four books including: Tough Questions 
Jews Ask, Jews and Judaism in the 21st Century 

and The Chutzpah Imperative.

This event is sponsored by a generous donor.  
If you would like to sponsor a kiddush or other event, 

please contact the office.

ACO RETURNS 
TO EMANUEL

OCTOBER 26 
SAVE THE DATE 



  IN  MEMORY

Shoah remembrance: Helena Szobolszky was born in 1910 in Antwerp, Belgium and lived in 
Belgium until she was murdered in the Holocaust.

Benyamin Ben Moshe Marder  
(Andre Menash)
Arnold Bender (Ruth Bender)
Igor Berki (Yana Berki)
Barney Morris Bloch (Pauline Brand)
Shoshannah Bobrow (Devorah Lees)
Solomon Cantor (Barry Cantor)
Abe Chamita (Karen Fried)
Cecelia Chait (Cyndi Freiman)
Ray Etty Cohen (Neville Cohen)
Rita Crown (Allan Crown)
Robert Dalley (Karyn Zamel)

  Rose De Vahl Davis (Graham de Vahl Davis)
Henry Helmut Dreyer (Lily Dreyer)
Josef Edelstein (Elisha Edelstein)
Elly Elsas (Robert Sandy)
Abraham Menashy Ezekiel  
(Clara-Donna Ezekiel)
George Henry Freedman (Peter O'Brien)
Gordon Freed (David Freed)
Lawrence Gilbert (Alexa Gilbert-Obrart)
Marjory Florence Golding  
(Michael Golding)
Joseph Beer Govendir (Rita Opit)
Rita Greenburgh (Lise Waldek-Hewitt)
Berl (Dov) Gross (Leora Moldofsky)
David Grunblatt (Diana Rispler)

* Israel Harris 
Eva Hart (Les Hart)
Sam Hellig (Lesley-Ann Hellig)
John Hilton (Jeffrey Hilton)
Dorothea Isaacs (Frank Isaacs)

Gerald Marcus Jaffee (Diane Geffrey)
* Cecilie Kamsler (Steven Kamsler)

Julian Katz (Lyndall Katz)
Lilly Lehr (Diana Rispler)
Ashley Levi (Kimberley Levi, Mark Levi,
Thomas Levi, Peter Ryba, Vicky Ryba)

* Rose & Benjamin Levy
Benzion Levy (Mary Aston-Levy)
Henry Lippmann (Ed Lippmann, Michael
Lippmann)

* Mordecai Ezra Messiah
(Karen Fried, Mark Fried)
Edna Nabarro (Terence Nabarro)
David Ossher (Nicola Ossher)
Severyn Pejsachowicz (Greta Goldberg)

* Miriam (Minnie) Pelerman
Dinah Przednovek (Lucy Taksa)
Julius Punin (Samuel Punin)
Julia Richards (Anthea Hemphill)
Matilda (Tilly) Roden (William Roden)
Joseph Rousseau (Albert Rousseau)
Elvira Segura (Maurice Segura)
Patricia Sinclair (Wendy Sinclair)
Michael Samuel Stern (Michael Stern)

* Wally Stern (Val Stern)
David Varkonyi (Edith Varkonyi)
Stephan Vince (Andrew Hilton)
John Vince (Margaret Rutstein)
Helly Wagner (Toni Kleiner)
Betty Wainer (Devorah Wainer)

There are mourners in our community to whom we extend our sincerest sympathies on the 
death of their loved ones.
Shiva: Wayne Baffsky
Shloshim:  Klara Green, Louis Challis, Rita Sleeman, Yetty Windt, Harry Isaac Hitman, 

German Shiliansky, Louis Ferster, Maurice Segura, Thomas Baumann, Charles Ezer, 
Hannah Rachel Rubner

  This week we observe the Yahrzeits of (observed by): * Memorial Light




