
MAZEL TOV

Nathan Galper on his 
Bar Mitzvah  
(New Sanctuary)
Harry Skurnik on his 
Bar Mitzvah  
(Heritage Sanctuary)

CANDLE LIGHTING 
Friday 4:55pm 
Saturday 5:30pm
TORAH (page 679) 
Leviticus 16:1 - 18:30
HAFTARAH (page 1216) 
I Samuel 20:18 - 20:42
SHABBAT SERVICES 
Erev Shabbat 
• 6:15pm Masorti 

service 
(Heritage Sanctuary)

• 6:15pm Shabbat Live 
(New Sanctuary)

Shabbat Morning
• 9:00am -  

Masorti service (New 
Sanctuary)

• 10:00am -  
Progressive service 
(Heritage Sanctuary)

              _________________

• 6:15pm Havdallah 
- Feeling the Light 
(Neuweg)

              _________________

Thank you to the Galper 
Family for sponsoring the 
Masorti kiddush.
Thank you to the Skurnik 
family for sponsoring the 
Progressive kiddush.

SHABBAT BULLETIN
Achrei Mot Machar Chodesh 3/4 May 2019 • 29 Nisan 5779 

On Reading and Living Torah
Parasha Acharei Mot teaches us how to live our lives as Jews, deeply 
connected to the Torah, its values, and ultimately its amazing 
malleability to create new meanings from previous teachings.  This 
week’s portion has three basic components: the teaching about Yom 
Kippur during the biblical period in which the First and then Second 
Temple existed, the notion that the blood in the sacrifice is what 
provides atonement, and finally a list of sexual transgressions that 
contains the prohibition of a “Do not lie with a male as one lies with a 
woman” that has for millennia been taken as an outright prohibition 
against homosexual activity.
Nearly all of the teachings that concern Yom Kippur are no longer 
applicable – from the various sacrifices the High Priest offered at the 
Temple - a series of atonements, for him, his household, the priests 
and the people - including the ritual of the scapegoat that has since 
taken on multi-layered meanings.  However, the final few verses of 
this passage provide the basic elements of contemporary Yom Kippur 
(the liturgy being developed by the rabbis much later): our fasting 
from food and drink, refraining from work and sexual relations.  From 
this first section we see how changing circumstances will affect how 
we live core commandments of the Torah – without the Temple and 
the priesthood, Yom Kippur has evolved greatly into a 25-hour intense 
period of prayer and reflection in the synagogue.
The loss of the Temple has similarly affected the teaching that “it is 
the blood that provides atonement (Leviticus 17:11).”  No longer was 
it possible for the people to offer the animal sacrifices that provided 
atonement.  Christians interpreted this passage: it is the blood of the 
sacrifice of Jesus as “the lamb of God” that has provided atonement for 
all “true believers” since the Temple’s loss.  Jews have always rejected 
this teaching, instead declaring: it is prayer that has obviated the need 
for the blood of animal sacrifice.  We see direct teachings of the Torah 
understood differently as time moves on.
This provides guidance for our final passage of this portion that 
decries homosexual behaviour.  The new times of the 21st century 
teach us that sexuality is not as much a matter of choice as destiny, 
and that each of us is “created in the image of God”.  We understand 
that sexual orientation does not affect one’s ability to worship and 
believe in God; to have a monogamous, consensual and committed 
relationship; to have children, or any of the other many reasons that 
are given to excuse and justify this teaching of the Torah.  This is not 
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a matter of we will “accept the person while condemning the action” as offered in some circles.  
This is a matter of recognising the human rights of certain individuals.
We are reading this parasha just after Pesach, when we remember that we have become God’s 
people in order to end oppression whenever we see it and bring liberation to humanity when 
we can.  We at Emanuel Synagogue can take pride in our leadership on this issue of gender 
equality; we should continue to lead in re-reading ancient teachings of Torah to ensure that 
we live the precept from the Book of Proverbs (3:17) that says of Torah, “Its ways are ways of 
pleasantness and all its paths are peace.”
Shabbat Shalom
Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins

Havdallah
Feeling the light

6:15pm 4 May, 2019

Discover the beauty of havdallah
with Cantor George Mordecai and
musicians Emanuel Lieberfreund,

Michelle Goldman & David Goldman.

From Slavery to Freedom - 
Understanding the Deeper 

Meaning of the Omer
from 7.15pm-8.45pm

Thursday the 16th, 23rd and 30th 
of May as well as June 6th 

Over 4 weeks Cantor George 
Mordecai will present a series of 
discussions as we examine the 

themes of the Omer.
Register now: tinyurl.com/fromslavery

Jewish Meditation
Friday mornings - May 10, 17, 24 & 
31 from 9:00am - 10:00am
Join Rabbi Dr Orna Triguboff for this 
series on Jewish Meditation suitable for 
beginners and advanced.  
At a private home -  
email orna@emanuel.org.au for 
location.



WHAT’S ON
Conversations about Israel - every Monday from 10:00am-11:30am
Rabbi Kamins and guest speakers examine contemporary issues impacting the Jewish homeland. 
This Monday, guest speaker is prize-winning journalist Anshel Pfeffer on Israel after the 
Elections.
Anshel Pfeffer has been a journalist in Israel for 22 years much of that with Haaretz newspaper, 
covering beats including military affairs, politics, religion, education and international affairs. His 
latest book is Bibi - The Turbulent Life and Times of Benjamin Netanyahu.

Shabbat Tot for 2-5 year olds - Friday May 3 from 4:30pm - 5:30pm
A lovely way to introduce your children to Shabbat and to meet other families in the community.

Family Friday -Friday May 3 from 5:30pm - 6:15pm
Come along for a light, child-friendly dinner and then stay for services. 
A great opportunity to meet families in the congregation and celebrate Shabbat together. 
Weekly Hebrew classes - Monday evenings from 6-7pm. 
We will open the world of Hebrew reading an prayerbook for you! Your commitment is just one 
hour a week and 10-15 minutes practice a day.  Beginner's and Intermediate classes available.

FREE inspirational email class on the Omer, bridging the festivals of Pesach and Shavuot. 
You will receive a short email from Rabbi Dr. Orna Triguboff twice a week until 8 June. You can 
start at any time. Please email orna@emanuel.org.au to join.

Ofer Levy - The Nature of Israel photography exhibition - throughout May in the gallery
For this exhibition, award-winning photographer Ofer Levy has selected some of his favourite 
images of the birds and other animals of Israel.

Plus61J and Emanuel Synagogue present A Tale of Love and Darkness - May 15 at 7:00pm
Starring Natalie Portman (who also wrote the screenplay), this film is based on the memories 
of Amos Oz, growing up in Jerusalem in the years before Israeli statehood with Arieh, his 
academic father and Fania, his dreamy, imaginative mother. Bookings: tinyurl.com/talelove
Shabbat In the Circle - May 18th from 9.30am
Join us for this special Shabbat morning gathering led by Cantor George Mordecai.

Machane B'Yachad 2019 - Netzer Winter Camp - 10-15 July
This is a Progressive Jewish, Reform Zionist camp for years 3-11. Come along for a fun 
experience with friends! See: netzer.org.au/sydney
Emanuel Synagogue AGM - Tuesday 28 May 6:30pm

Hearts On Fire
Lag B’Omer

Wednesday 22 May
from 7:00pm

Songs, teachings and meditations on the 
Omer and Jewish mystical tradition. 
with Cantor George Mordecai, Rabbi Dr. Orna 
Triguboff and guest musician. Free of charge.



  IN  MEMORY

 Frank Belegrad (Dora Krulis)
 Rosa Boolkin (Allan Boolkin)
 Hazel Brudno (Salome Simon)
 Helen Cann (Cynthia Jackson,  
 Gordon Jackson, Geraldine Palmer)
 Sonia Davis (Allan Davis,  
 Judi Redelman)
 John Lewis Davis (Allan Davis,  
 Judi Redelman)
 Valerie Falus (Kathleen Oppermann)
 George Fischer (Vivienne Mohay)
* Julie Vanessa Foote (Valerie Hosek)
 Zofie Frant (Christine Harris)
 Lawrence Freedman (Renee Freedman)
 Nochum Zvi Fridman (Sylvia Golding)
 Suzanne Frish (David Frish)
 Hugo Godley (Judith Lorentz)
* Sarah Leah Goldberg
* Miklos Grosz (Tessa Surany)
* Julia Harris
 Gerald Hart (Alexander Hart)
 Jean Innes (Gordon Innes)
* Maurice Isenberg (Norman Isenberg)
* Sarine Isert (nee Dorra) (Peter Isert)
* Julian Kadisch
 Thelma Karet (Barbara Karet)
 Edith Kary (Annette Lovecek)
* John Owen Klippel
* Malka Kroll
 Chayim Levy (Amnon Levy)
 Simon Levy Hearst (Kathleen Hearst)
 Benjamin Lowenstein (Paul Lowenstein)
 Jacqueline Magrill (Claire Goldstein)
 Hilda Malins (Peter Jacobson)

 Johanna Mallach (Isaac Mallach)
 Ezra Messiah (Karen Fried)
 Arnold Newhouse (Clare Sneddon)
 Miriam Peter (Eva Lion)
 Israel Pinshaw (Jonathan Pinshaw)
 Hilary Pryer (Ian Pryer)
 Debora Radvin (Sandra Radvin)
 Norma Reuben (Wayne Reuben)
 Ruby Sophia Rich-Schalit  
 (Gordon Innes)
 Violet Rosenfeld (Leslie Rosenfeld)
* Lawrence Philip Saywell 
 Peter Schey (Marianne Schey)
 Eugenia Schneider (Janka Mansberg)
* Janine Schneider (Cherry Schneider,  
 Sasha & Alon Feigen)
 Leonard Shapiro (Andrew Shapiro)
* Mahtuk Sharbanee (Aliza Sassoon)
 Oliver Shaul (Jennifer Selby,  
 Julie Thompson)
 Westley Shaw (Valerie Davis)
 Joseph Skurnik (Lilly Skurnik)
 Ena Sobol (Debbie Wilson)
 Julius Stafford (Albert Stafford)
 Hedwig Sternfeld (Ralph Hirst)
 Egon Tauber (Serge Tauber)
 Graham Tier (Miriam Tier)
* Hedwig Wagner Jacobson 
 Cecil Maurice Warnock (Anne Spero, 
 Deborah Warnock)
 Frank Wolf (Rachel Cohen, Karen Wolf)
 Ida Wolff (Ian Pryer)
 Bruno Wolff (Ian Pryer)

There are mourners in our community to whom we extend our sincerest sympathies 
on the death of their loved ones.

Shiva: Clara Langsam, Jacques Chatard, Guido Mayer, Paul Cohen
Shloshim: Michael Coper, Patricia King, Charles Weber, Helly Silberman, Paul Horsky, 

Irene Inwald, Eva Berger, Ruth Goulburn, Revekka Vakhgelt, Rafi Eitan

  This week we observe the Yahrzeits of (observed by):                            * Memorial Light  

Shoah Remembrance: Perla Halpern was born in Podolsk, Ukraine in 1881, and lived in  
Tarnopol, Poland when she was murdered during the Holocaust.


