
MAZAL TOV
Romy McCorquodale  
on her 
Bat Mitzvah  
(New Sanctuary)
Ranald & Samantha 
Kogan on the naming of 
their daughter  
Gia Allegra (Neuweg)
Samuel Moliver on his  
Bar Mitzvah 
(Heritage Sanctuary)
CANDLE LIGHTING 
Friday 7:24pm 
Saturday 8:01pm
TORAH (page 126 ) 
Genesis 23:1 - 25:18
HAFTARAH (page 142) 
I Kings 1:1 - 1:31
SHABBAT SERVICES 
Erev Shabbat 
• 6:15pm Masorti service 

(Neuweg)
• 6:15pm Shabbat Live 

(New Sanctuary)
Shabbat Morning
• 9:00am -  

Masorti service 
(New Sanctuary)

• 10:00am -  
Progressive service 
(Heritage Sanctuary)

Next Renewal event
• Jewish Meditation on 

Wednesday Nights in 
November  
7:00pm-8:30pm 
with Rabbi Dr Orna 
Triguboff and guest 
musician

SHABBAT BULLETIN
Parasha Chayei Sara • 22/23 November 2019 • 25 Cheshvan 5780

WIZO AWARENESS WEEK

                Strive to delve deeper
Part of the joy of reading the Torah is finding the nuances of the 
narratives. The text has been put together with such care and 
attention to detail that even a cursory reading reveals hidden 
meanings and hints of more profound understanding. There are 
examples in this week as well as the last two week’s parashiot. On 
the surface, there are some seemingly needless descriptive verses in 
the Bible. 
From two weeks ago, Parashat Lekh Lekha: Then the Lord said 
to Abram, “Get out from your country and from your family and 
from your father’s house, to a land that I will show you.”
From last week, Parashat Vayera: Then he [God] said, “Take now 
your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love.”
And from this weeks Haye Sarah: “And Sarah was a hundred years 
and twenty years and seven years old; these were the years of the 
life of Sarah.”
Why are these verses included in their detail?  Wouldn't it have 
been sufficient for God to simply say to Abraham, "Get out from 
your country?"  Or "Take Isaac?"  Or to tell us that Sarah was 127 
years old?  There is an axiom accepted by Jews, that there are no 
superfluous words in the Bible; every word has a meaning.  So then, 
what is the meaning here?
One famous interpretation from the midrash of this sequence of 
Sarah’s age is that she was as innocent at 7 years as she was at 20, 
and as beautiful at 20 as she was at 100.
Delving deeper, what is the point of making us, the reader, work to 
understand our text? Would it not be simpler or easier to have the 
text read as plainly as possible?
Perhaps, it is coming to teach us that too often we take certain 
details for granted.  We come to know someone so well that we 
forget that they are more than what is there on the surface.  They 
are made up of more than just a collection of facts or where they 
are from or how old they are.  The Bible could be telling us that 
people are complex collections of their entire existence and that to 
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Thank you to the McCorquodale family for sponsoring the Masorti kiddush 
and the Moliver for sponsoring the Progressive kiddush.

continued over...
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truly know someone is to engage in those details.
Similarly, in our lives and extending out from people to issues in the world around us, it 
is not enough to look at the broad strokes and be satisfied.  Life is complex and we should 
embrace that complexity.  Issues, just as people, are not to be boiled down to a simple 
collection of facts or a summary.  Our Jewish souls demand that we engage as much as 
possible, in our lives, in our relationships and in our tradition.
When confronted by an issue or person, strive to delve deeper, below the surface, to see what 
more there is. Pick up on the clues that give that hint of a deeper understanding, and accept 
that nuance as a blessing.
Shabbat Shalom,
 
Rabbi Rafi Kaiserblueth

Children's book reading

Unlikely Friends
Sunday December 8 from 4:00pm

Bring along your children for a book 
reading by Susan Banki and Joshua 

McConnell, the author and illustrator 
of a wonderful new children's book 
celebrating friendship and diversity!

This is a free event but please register: 
tinyurl.com/unlikelybook



WHAT’S ON
Conversations about Israel - Monday 10:00am-11:30am
This Monday, Ian Mansell and Peter Gacs present "The Palestinian Elephant in the classroom" 
exploring the impact of education in the world of Palestinian and Muslim nations on their youth and 
its potential impact on the future of relations between our respective polities.
The Lost Princess - Thursdays at 7.15pm: November 21, December 5 and December 19
Cantor George Mordecai will continue the review of The Lost Princess, a deeply insightful story from 
Rabbi Nahman, incorporating music and meditation.
Kabbalah Meditation - Wednesdays in November from 7:00pm-8:30pm
An opportunity to learn meditation in a Jewish context.
With Rabbi Dr. Orna Triguboff, accompanied by guest musicians. The meditation techniques are 
based on traditional kabbalistic teachings from Spanish Rabbi Avraham Abulafia of the 13th century. 
People of all backgrounds welcome. The classes are free. Be inspired!
Shabbat In The Circle - This Saturday December 21 from 9:30am (Neuweg) 
Join Cantor George Mordecai and other presenters for this special Shabbat morning gathering. We 
begin at 9:30am with the study of Hassidic and other mystical texts then discuss how we can apply 
them in our daily lives. 
Havdallah by the Sea - Saturday 14 December from 7:00pm 
Join Rabbi Dr Orna Triguboff and Cantor George Mordecai on Bronte Beach for a special Havdallah 
under the stars.
Film presented with Plus61J: Turn Left at the End of the World - 18 December from 7:00pm
A group of families emigrates from India to Israel in the late sixties, seeking a better life in what they 
believe to be the first outpost of the West in Asia. 
Shabbat Live by the Sea - 20th December from 6:15pm
Join us for the final Shabbat Live of the year. Details including location to be advised.
Morning Minyan - Mondays and Thursdays at 6:45am (Neuweg) 
Come along each week for an intimate prayer service, a beautiful way to begin the day with intention 
and reflection. 

SYDNEY ART QUARTET
Crossroads

Wed 27th November,  7:00pm & 
Thurs 28th November, 7:00pm

Poignantly and dramatically exploring 
human rights, the Holocaust & 

Survivor Syndrome using music, human 
movement, archival footage & testimony

Book now for Emanuel Synagogue's 
major fundraiser for 2019. 
For this special event, The Sydney Art 
Quartet will be showcasing Grammy 
Award-winning composer Steve Reich who 
was recently called  “…among the great 
composers of the century” (New York Times). 
Book now:  
events.humanitix.com.au/crossroads

Musica Viva Sessions
Duo Histoire

11 December from 7:00pm
Be part of a special Musica Viva Sessions 
event, with one of Sydney’s finest emerging 
classical ensembles, Duo Histoire. 
Saxophonist Nicholas Russoniello and 
guitarist Murilo Tanouye perform an 
eclectic program of works spanning 
Argentinian tango through to Spanish 
Romantic and Classical repertoire.
Enjoy a glass of wine on arrival as we invite 
you into our inspiring New Sanctuary for 
an intimate musical experience.
Book now:  
musicaviva.com.au/duo-histoire/



  IN  MEMORY

 David Bloomfield (Leah Bloomfield)
 Sadie Campan (Denise Mallach)
* Katie Catts (Dianne Joseph)
* Leonard Irwin Catts (Dianne Joseph)
* Louis William Catts (Dianne Joseph)
* Rose Cowen (Geoffrey Cowen)
 Margo David (Marla Bozic)
 George Feher (Alex Feher)
 Roger Barry Feitelberg (Kim Levinsohn)
 Erika Fulop (Gary Fulop)
 Francesca Marguerite Garfield  
 (Mikayla Bennett)
 Gloria Gibbert (Elizabeth Feher)
 Lily Goodman (Sharon Gold)
* Jacob & Maria Gries
* Anna, Nesla, Rachel Regina Gries
* Naftali Gries
* Israel Horwitz
 Juliet Innes (Gordon Innes)
 David Paul Landa (Sophie Landa)
* Ferdynand Lemler
 Elizabeth Lindenberger (Diane Landes)
 Paul Lomb (Esther Simons)
 Bernhard Morgenstern (Toni Kleiner)
 Norman Morris (Sandie Morris-Mikardo)
 Hans Mueller (Linda Penn)
 Geoffrey Myers (Dina Fox)
 Valerie Newstead (Graham Newstead)
 Leslie Parker (Leisha Parker)
 Lilly Revi (Lisa Jacobson)
 Elwira Rosenstraus (Susanne Martin)

 Philip Rubner (Steve Rubner)
* Victor Russ (Liese Russ)
 Rose Sandy (Robert Sandy)
 Dorothy Sawyer (Jocelyn Robuck)
 Klari Sendro (Sophie Landa)
 Avram Shneidman (Yakov Shneidman)
 Nellie Soloduhin (Judith Bogan)
 Arthur Spindler (Deborah Saunders, 
 Lesley Spindler)
 Millie Stern (Roger Davis)
 Alexandre Manassi Sultan  
 (Michele Sultan)
 Mila Szapiro (Julie Brandon)
 Jack Taylor (Alan Taylor)
 Enid Mary Tuxford (Judith Goodman)
 Hedwig Witton (Barbara Simon)
 Max Woolf (Harold Woolf)

There are mourners in our community to whom we extend our sincerest sympathies on the 
death of their loved ones.

Shiva:   Surica (Rica) Lichtenstein
Shloshim: Myrl Bear, Leslie Marcus, Irene Jourdan Wijnen, Alexi Bader,  

 Nicholas Andrew Phillips

  This week we observe the Yahrzeits of (observed by):                            * Memorial Light  

Shoah Remembrance: Yehuda Feltcher was born in Lwow, Poland in 1913 and lived there 
until he was murdered during the Holocaust.


