
MAZAL TOV

Miriam Wallach and  
Daniel Parsons on their 
Aufruf 
(New Sanctuary)

CANDLE LIGHTING 
Friday 7:51pm 
Saturday 8:27pm

TORAH (page 274)  
Genesis 44:18 - 47:27

HAFTARAH (page 291) 
Ezekiel 37:15 - 28

SHABBAT SERVICES 
Erev Shabbat 
• 6:15pm Erev Shabbat 

service  
(New Sanctuary)

Shabbat Morning
• 9:00am -  

Shabbat service 
(New Sanctuary)

SHABBAT BULLETIN
Parashat Vayigash • 3/4 January 2020 • 7 Tevet 5780

Why We Needed Jacob To Go To Egypt

Our tradition is filled with many stories and lessons, the vast majority of which 
are pivotal to our existence. Abraham rebelled against what he had been taught 
and began a new life, leaving behind the place he knew, and heading off in 
search of a new journey, as had been promised to him by God. Moses’ entire 
story is key to our narrative.

While no one story is more important than all the rest, and while we 
acknowledge their role in our existence, what happens in this week’s parasha is 
not only key to our story, but it is also a crucial set of events, without which our 
story would not only look very different, but it’s possible that we wouldn’t have 
much of a story, not past the book of Genesis anyway.

This week Joseph reveals himself to his brothers, and he says; “Ani Yosef. Ha’od 
avi chai…” (I am Joseph. Is my father still well?) - Genesis 45:3. Joseph’s first 
words after he reveals who he really is, are concerned with the wellbeing of 
his father. The wording Joseph uses are not simply asking if Jacob is alive, he 
ascertained that earlier in the parasha when he asked the brothers if they had a 
father or another brother (referring of course to Jacob and to Benjamin). He is 
asking after the well-being of his father.

Joseph then sends his brothers back to Jacob with a message to join him in 
Egypt, and Jacob declares; “Od Yosef b’ni chai, el’cha v’er’einu b’terem amut” (My 
son Joseph is still alive! I must go see him before I die) - Genesis 45:28.

That leads then to the pivotal part of our story that I referred to earlier. Jacob 
sets out with his family and all his belongings, to join Joseph in Egypt. Why is 
this so significant? 

Let us examine our story post this event. Jacob and Joseph are reunited, and 
life in general goes well for them. At the beginning of the book of Exodus, we 
learn that a new king arose over Egypt who did not know Joseph. That leads 
us to enslavement, hard labour, and eventually to the Exodus from Egypt. The 
Exodus took place so that the Children of Israel could be free to serve God. This 
is the formation of our national identity, our reason for existing as a people. The 
journey our ancestors took, through the Sea of Reeds, to Mount Sinai, through 
40 years of wandering the desert, to settling in the land that we identify as a 
national symbol of Judaism, establishing the city of Jerusalem, building the 
1st and 2nd Temples there, as well as the many journeys that happened during 
and after these events, is vital to our story, to who we are and to our reason for 
existence.

However, if Jacob did not go down to Egypt to be reunited with Joseph, none of 
the events described above could have happened in the way that they did. 
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Thank you to Miriam and Daniel family for sponsoring the kiddush. 

continued over...



Rabbi Jeffrey B. Kamins OAM
Arno & Hella Seefeldt Rabbinic Chair Rabbi Jacqueline Ninio

Rabbi Dr Orna TriguboffRabbi Rafi Kaiserblueth Rev. Sam Zwarenstein        
Director of Communal Engagement Cantor George Mordecai

Sure, they may have occurred through other paths and stories, just like a storyline with an alternative key set 
of events, but our story is dependent upon Jacob and his family leaving Canaan to go to Egypt. 

In order to experience our narrative the way it has occured, we needed Joseph’s brothers to sell him into 
slavery, so that eventually Jacob and his family would go to Egypt. In so doing, we gain an appreciation of 
the importance of the effect that one or two seemingly unconnected events has on our entire story.

Shabbat Shalom.

Rev. Sam Zwarenstein

In Conversation with  
Ian Anderson AO & Robert Griew
Join us for the first In Conversation of 2020

What can our community do to support 
reconciliation & recognition?
February 2nd from 5:00pm to 6:30pm
Professor Ian Anderson was one of the group of three first Aboriginal medical graduates in 
Australia, had a career as a doctor and administrator in Aboriginal controlled health services. He is 
currently the Deputy CEO of the National Indigenous Australians Agency in the Commonwealth 
Government, making him the most senior Indigenous public servant in the federal government. 
Robert Griew is a management consultant, working mostly on 
health, education and Indigenous assignments. 

WORLD WIDE WRAP
Sunday, 3 February 2019 at 9:00am

 Join with our people. Participate in the Mitzvah 
Experience the Wonder and Joy of Tefillin.

There’ll be a few extra sets and personal tefillin trainers to 
help you through the process. 

Afterwards, please join us for a light breakfast and learning 
session.

Male or female, first timers or old hands - join us and be a 
part of this lovely experience.



WHAT’S ON
Conversations about Israel - Monday 10:00am to 11:30am
Every Monday, join Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins or guest speakers to examine the complex issues 
facing contemporary Israel. Resumes on Monday 3 February 2020.
Morning Minyan - Mondays and Thursdays at 6:45am (Neuweg) 
Come along each week for an intimate prayer service, a beautiful way to begin the day with 
intention and reflection.  Resumes on 30 January 2020.
Lunch 'n' Learn - 8 February 2020 
Join us on the second Saturday morning of each month following Shabbat services.           
Rabbi Kamins will present on Judaism and the environment.
Tu’ Bishvat - Celebrate Nature - Sunday 9th February from 4:00pm
A chance to celebrate with all ages for the festival of trees and environment facillitated by 
Rabbis Nicole Roberts and Orna Triguboff at the Botanical Gardens Sydney.
Bring some afternoon tea to share. For details, please email orna@emanuel.org.au
Hebrew classes - beginners and intermediate start February 3rd from 6:00pm-7:00pm
Give us one hour on a Monday and ten minutes a day and you will be able to read Hebrew!

Health Brunch
Dealing with 

Anxiety & 
Depression  

23 February 2020
from 10:30am to 12:00 noon

Join us for the first in our series of brunches 
on issues of concern regarding our health. 
Our first speaker is Dr Michela Sorensen 
(B.Med, FRACGP) is a General 
Practitioner specialising in Mental Health, 
Women's and Children's Health and Rural 
Health. Michela believes that mental illness 
is one of the biggest health issues faced 
by society today, and that’s why mental 
health awareness is the current focus of her 
community work. In any one year, around 
1 million Australian adults have depression, 
and over 2 million have anxiety.

B'ruchim HaBa'im
We welcome Ariell Gertel as our new Head of Youth & 
Young Adult Activities, and Donny Janks as our new 

Head of Youth Education.

Ariell Gertel Donny Janks



  IN  MEMORY
There are mourners in our community to whom we extend our sincerest sympathies on the 
death of their loved ones.

Shiva:      Joy Jarman, Michael Reynolds, Ibolya Salamon 
Shloshim: Prof. Graham de Vahl Davis AM, Prof. Ron Penny AO, Debra Elsass,
    Joel Katz, Samuel Smorgon, Gizela (Genia) Gottlieb

  This week we observe the Yahrzeits of (observed by):                            * Memorial Light  

Shoah Remembrance: Yitzchak Kinris was born in Slomniki, Poland in 1910 and lived 
there until 1942 when he was murdered there during the Holocaust.

  Mozelle Aaron (Reuben Aaron)
* Gerald Ball
* George Balog
 Richard George Bernard 
 (Winsome Bernard)
 Arkadi Bronfentrinker 
 (Leon Bronfentrinker)
 Malcolm Chaikin (Lynette Chaikin)
 Linda Clayman (Ian Mansell)
 Jules Cohen (Peter Keeda)
* Ray Corrick
 Galia Dan (Tova Goldstein)
 Raissa Darin (Annabelle Bennett)
 Hans Doctor (Daphne Doctor, 
 David Doctor, Eric Doctor)
 Shirley Ellitt (Julie Ellitt)
 Ileana Emanuel (David Emanuel)
* George Isidor Falinski
 Shya Gold (Diane Berner)
 Florence Griffiths (Scott Whitmont, 
 Steph Whitmont, Yadida Sekel)
 Bona Hadjes (Myriam Romano)
 Shmuel Hammerman (Claire Chester)
 Edith Hofbauer (Robert Hofbauer)
 Valda Hoffman (Ruth Glasser)
 Len Hoser (Philip Hoser)
* Samuel David Jancovich
 Sima Kameneva (Leonid Kamenev)
 Lazerus Karabelnik (Abirah Lifschitz)
 Ferdinand Klinger (Helen Klinger)
 Avraham Lees (Devorah Lees)
 Laura Levi (Lewis Levi)

 Lucy Anne Lieberman 
 (Golda Lieberman)
 Nick Melkman (Herman Melkman)
 Bertha Mintz (Peter Mintz)
 Jack Mosselson (Peter Keeda)
 Nora Mosselson (Peter Keeda)
 Diana Pazaky (Edward Davis)
 Azriel Petrover (Miriam Tier)
 Bea Pincus (Judy Pincus)
* Solomon Pressburger
 Federico Rafanan (Olivia Polonsky)
 Hyman Raphael (Kenneth Raphael)
 Margaret Reismann (Peter Reismann)
* Albert Rosen 
 Lily Rosin (Elena Rosin)
 Susan Selby (Alex Selby)
 Benjamin Sharon-Neustadt 
 (Peter Neustadt, Ziporah Neustadt)
 Bernard Silberstein (Agnes Silberstein)
 Leonard Singerman 
 (Deborah Singerman)
 Edward Strasser (Sarah Strasser)
 Deborah Stross (Ruth Osen)
 William Szekely (Gudula Dornseifer,   
 Bianca Szekely, Talia Szekely)
 Charles Trief (Anita Zweig)
 Margarete Weiss (Richard Weiss)


