
From the Rabbi 
One day, when Abraham was three years old, he walked out of his home (which was a cave) 
and [observing the world] wondered in his heart:  

Who created heaven and earth and me? All that day he prayed to the sun. In the evening, the 
sun set in the west and the moon rose in the east. Upon seeing the moon and the stars 
around it, he said: This one must have created heaven and earth and me—these stars must be 
the moon's princes and courtiers. So all night long he stood in prayer to the moon. In the 
morning, the moon sank in the west and the sun rose in the east. Then he said: There is no 
might in either of these. There must be a higher Lord over them—to that will I pray, and 
before that will I prostrate myself.  

R. Simeon ben Yohai said: Our father Abraham— his own father did not teach him, nor did he 
have a master to teach him. From whom, then, did Abraham learn Torah? It was the Holy 
One who had provided him with [the innate abilities of body and mind] that were like two 
pitchers overflowing and filling him with Torah and wisdom all through the night.  R. Levi 
said: Abraham learned Torah all by himself. 

To wonder is a skill.  If the noun form of the word wonder makes us say, “Huh.  Wow.” when 
seeing something incredible, then the verb form makes us say, “huh? Wow?”  Knowing is not 
understanding.  Seeing is not the same as processing.  Learning something is not the same as 
grasping what something means or its possibilities. 

We do not need to go through life wondering.  We can go through life merely doing.  
Mastering tasks and skills and being comfortable.  Wondering is hard work.  Wondering is 
methodical.  Wondering is slow.  Wondering does not lead to definitive answers.   

What wondering can do is leads us to imagine.  Wondering allows us to create.  Wondering 
has the ability to make things fun and joyous.  The road might not always be the smoothest 
or most comfortable, but once we get used wondering again, the joy returns. 

Our world is not a world of wondering.  It is a world of benchmarks and checkpoints.  The 
problem is that this approach does not lead to a very dynamic or interesting existence.  We 
must couple our doing with wonder.  We should strive to be curious.  We need to see 
ourselves as explorers and investigators.  As people who do not seek an answer but as ones 
who revel in the asking of questions and the joy of discussion.   

Temple Beth David 
May, 2018 
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“Never once in my life did I ask God for success or wisdom or power or fame. I asked for 
wonder, and God gave it to me.”  Abraham Joshua Heschel  

 

President’s Message  
As most of you are aware, after five years of service to Temple Beth David, Cynthia has 
decided to take some time off for herself and her boys.  Her family has faced many 
challenges this year, and an opportunity presented itself to allow them to have much needed 
time to heal together.  We wish them well.   

While we are sad to see Cynthia leave, we (the Board of Directors) also looked at this as an 
opportunity to rethink how the Temple Beth David professional staff could best serve our 
current community AND help us meet some of our goals within the greater Cheshire 
community and New Haven County Jewish community.  In that vein, we felt our membership 
would be better served if the Executive Director position was returned to a more 
administrative role, while the position of Education Director was expanded.  In trying to 
vision how our professional staff could create an environment at TBD that welcomed all to 
participate in a life full of “Jewishness” it seemed natural to gravitate toward another 
professional who can assist our lay leaders in developing inviting Jewish programming and 
creating an atmosphere that welcomes all through our doors. 

As such, the role of Education Director has been increased to a full time position with the title 
of Director of Congregational Learning and Engagement.  We are thrilled that Jodi Harris has 
reviewed the job description that was created and agreed to accept the challenge of this new 
opportunity.  Over the past 5 years as Education Director (not counting her time as a 
teacher), Jodi has introduced an innovative curriculum to our religious school, assisted with 
expanding the place of music and congregational involvement with music in our ritual 
celebrations, and participated in the development of a vibrant monthly pre-school program.  
I could go on, but I really don’t think I need to.  Jodi’s very visible presence in all things 
Temple Beth David truly does speak for itself. 

I can’t wait to see what the next year brings with Jodi in this position.  Please help me 
congratulate her and reach out to her if you’d like to work with her as we continue building a 
vibrant, thriving community here. If you want to see a full job description, please email me at 
president@tbdcheshire.org. 

Kim Math, President 
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May Events 
 
2nd  Board Mtg., 7:30 pm 
3rd Lunch & learn, 12:00 pm 
4th Youth Shabbat service, 6:30 pm 
 Naming ceremony 
5th Torah study, 8:45 am 

Shabbat am service & bar mitzvah 
of Alexander Landry, 10:00 am 

9th Sprits & Spirituality, 7:00 pm 
10th Lunch & learn, 12:00 pm 
11th Biennial Ruach Shabbat service, 

6:00 pm 
12th Torah study, 8:45 am 

Shabbat am service & bat mitzvah 
for Lauren Opin, 10:00 am 

16th Brotherhood, Texas Hold-em, 7-9 
pm 

17th Lunch & learn, 12:00 

 Brush & Bordeaux, 7:00 pm  
18th Sisterhood service, 7:30 pm 
19th Torah study, 8:45 am 
 Yizkor evening service, 5:30 pm 
 Holiday lecture series, 7:00 pm 
20th MG Planting Day, 8:30 am 
20th 50th Anniv. Shavuout, 12-4 pm 
23rd Mysticism & torah, 7:00 pm 
 Annual Cong. Mtg., 7:00 pm 
24th Lunch & learn, 12:00 pm 
25th Retro Shabbat service, 7:30 pm 
26th Torah study, 8:45 am 

Shabbat am service & B’nai 
mitzvah of Zoe & Jeremy Bobruff, 
9:30 am 

31st Lunch & learn, 12:00 pm

 

News from the Religious School 
May marks the end of our school year and gives me an opportunity to breathe a bit and 
reflect. As I sit here writing to you, I can conjure up snapshots from the year and look at 
different pieces of the program. Our kids have had a joyful year attributed in no small part to 
the vibrant energy that Rabbi Micah brings each week to tefillah which as you might imagine 
is contagious! The engagement they have, whether participating on percussion while we 
pray, learning to truly “listen” to each other, or filling out “kavanah” (“intention”) cards to 
reflect on how ready they are to pray speaks to the respect and admiration they have 
developed for Rabbi Micah. It is an honor to be working with him and to watch our kids have 
truly transformative experiences this year.  

Without amazing grade-level teachers, our vision of education would not become reality. The 
joy and enthusiasm they bring, week after week, is immeasurable. While I know they will all 
welcome a Sunday morning sleeping in or a Tuesday afternoon at the gym, I am delighted 
that many of them will be joining us again next year.  Please thank these unsung heroes the 
next time you see them: Janet Adams, Linda Applebaum, Liam Caplan, Beth Deluco, Wendy 
Firtel, Mindy Fricke, Emily Kurz, Rachel Landau, Sue Matican and Lori Sheehan. 

Additionally, our music teacher extraordinaire, has enhanced our prayer experience as well 
as taught each grade new liturgical and holiday-themed music. Please join me in thanking 
Chris Sheehan, whose beautiful guitar playing and voice have brought our musical experience 
to new heights. 

And our madrichim- well they rock!  How many teens are so committed that they wake up 
early each Sunday (and some even come after school on Tuesdays) to come to work at TBD? 
This year, we were blessed with FOURTEEN such teens and, as I always observe, they seem to 
have a special sense of exactly what their teachers need when they need it! Several of our 
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older teens were able to substitute teach during teacher absences and all of them 
demonstrated how much they care for the children in their classrooms. Our awesome teens 
include: Katie Alliger, Haley Bingman, Anna Curran, Ally Gordon, Elli Haskes, Maya Kostolitz, 
Alex Math, Jordan Nann, Micayla Nann, Jessica Schatz, Clara Shafer, Alexis Shanok, Jordan 
Shanok and Mia Tougas.  Thank you all so much!!! 

Also, nurturing our youngest children and their families with her amazing Story Hour 
programming, I am grateful for Elyse Krantz. Producing monthly programming to coincide 
with holidays, Elyse single-handedly has grown this program each year and is diligent in 
keeping young families apprised of all the events she plans for them. I am sure that the pre-
school crowd, their parents and grandparents are as delighted with her warm, welcoming 
program as I am! 

We also added lots of teen programming this year. Both Mindy Fricke (organizer to the stars!) 
and Emily Kurz (magician with pre-teens and teens!) have created an array of events that 
appeal to every taste! I am excited to see what adventures are in store for next year! Thanks 
Mindy and Emily! 

Lastly, and most importantly, I thank all our parents and grandparents and caregivers who 
week after week bring their children to religious school, to worship services and to Temple 
sponsored events. Your commitment to our community and to Jewish traditions and learning 
makes everything I do a true delight. 

L’Shalom, 

Jodi Harris, Religious School Director 

 

Social Action 
 
Our tradition tells us to make a difference in our community through Tikkun Olam: Repairing 
the World through acts of kindness. As Jews, we are commanded to think about others in our 
midst, especially those less fortunate, and strive towards Tikun Olum. The Social Action 
Committee provides congregants opportunities to participate in acts of Tikun Olum. 

Last month we collected items for the Jared Box Project. A Jared Box is a plastic storage box 
filled with small gifts, toys, games, and fun activities. The boxes will be delivered to children’s 
hospitals. The goal of the Jared Box Project is to lift the spirits of children in the hospital. The 
boxes symbolize the importance of play and are filled with well wishes, hope, and love. Thank 
you to those who donated items for this project. 

We have also been collecting items for Blessing Bags, which were distributed by our TBD 
teens to the needy. We will continue to collect toiletries for upcoming Blessing Bag 
distributions. Please donate items such as shampoo, soap, deodorant, sanitary napkins, 
wipes, etc. There is a collection bin in the TBD lobby. 

In the upcoming months, we are asking for help with our Mitzvah Garden. Aside from helping 
to feed our neighbors in need, the Mitzvah Garden itself has strengthened TBD’s inner 
relationships and bonds throughout our community. For further information, please contact 
Larry Rosenfield: garden@tbdcheshire.org 
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If you would like to be a part of our Social Action committee or have an idea for a mitzvah 
project, please contact us. 

Sue Cohen: scpcohen@gmail.com 

Liz Markman: lizjmarkman@gmail.com 

 

Ritual 
 
Let’s celebrate Shevuot together - seven weeks after Passover (“shevua” is the hebrew word 
for “week”).  It is when we received the Torah on Mount Sinai.  The month of Sivan, Rosh 
Chodesh Sivan, will have begun on May 15th.  Shavuot (6 Sivan) this year falls on Sunday, 
May 20th. 

However, Erev Shevuot (the evening of Shevuot) is Saturday night, May 19th. 

We’ve planned a very special evening.  There will be Yizkor Service at 6 p.m.  Following that 

will be a traditional dairy pot-luck dessert fest - tradition tells us that our reason for dairy on 
Shevuot has many sources including one I’d like to relate here - The gematria (numerical 
value) of the Hebrew word for milk, chalav, is 40. . . and so we commemorate the 40 days 
that Moses spent on Mount Sinai receiving instruction in the entire Torah. 

On Shevuot, it is also appropriate to study Torah.  Please join in after dessert (leaving the 
children for their own supervised activities) as Rabbi Micah leads Torah Study.  We never 
know in advance the insights gleaned from these sessions, and the rewards can be amazing. 

Shevuot began as an agricultural festival marking the end of the spring barley harvest and 
beginning of the summer wheat harvest.   

Since this year Shevuot falls on Sunday, May 20th - it is so very appropriate for our Mitzvah 
Garden Planting Day.  All produce is donated to Cheshire Food Pantry and other food pantries 
in our area.  We produce an incredible harvest thanks to know-how and planning by Larry 
Rosenfield.  Throughout the summer, we become self-ordained harvesters as we show up on 
Sunday mornings to harvest.  No experience needed - there’s always something for you to 
do.  It’s fun - it’s rewarding - it’s refreshing - and it is camaraderie as we perform the mitzvah 
of Tikkun Olam. 

After planting on Shevuot morning, May 20, it is time for Mixville Park, picnic and activities, 
from 12 to 4 p.m., kicking off our Jubilee Year Celebration - Temple Beth David founded 50 
years ago - It’s a very special year - let’s enjoy it together. 

 L’Hitraot, 

Roslyn Z. Croog 

roslyn.croog@gmail.com 
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Sisterhood 
Welcome spring and new beginnings! I invite all congregants to join Sisterhood for services 
on May 18th as we honor this year's graduating high school seniors. This is a very exciting 
time as our youth start a new phase in their lives, I would love to see you there to support 
them! Sisterhood is also looking to fill several board positions this year and we need your 
help if Sisterhood is to continue to sponsor events and programing. The only requirement is a 
caring heart, the rest is easy! I can be reached at sisterhood@tbdcheshire.org for any 
questions. I look forward to hearing from you!  

Kathy Krechevsky 

 
 
 

IN SEARCH OF…. 
FORMER MEMBERS 

As part of our 50th Anniversary plans, we are trying to locate as many of our former members 
as possible.  If you have contact information for anyone who has moved away or is no longer 
a member, please sent their contact information to one of us.  If you would rather not share 

without their permission, please ask them to reach out to us directly. 

Thank you, 

The 50th Anniversary Legacy Subcommittee 

Marty Cobern: mecobern@cox.net 

Deb Gaudette: debweb0312@sbcglobal.net 

 

Mitzvah Garden 
Thank you to all TBD gardeners who helped ready the Mitzvah Garden for this year’s growing 
season. A strong turnout enabled us to finish all needed work. Our first planting included red 
and green leaf lettuce, romaine, Swiss chard and a variety of herbs. 

Once again, we are fortunate enough to have an eagle scout center his eagle project around 
the Mitzvah Garden. Alex Orcutt and his volunteer crew helped to design and install a new 
irrigation system for the marigold border. This new system will help ensure the marigold 
border thrives throughout the hot summer. The stronger the marigolds, the stronger the 
deterrent against harmful insects and critters. Thank you Alex and crew! 

Mitzvah Garden Planting Day will be held on Sunday May 20th. Please mark your calendars for 
our next major Mitzvah Garden event. All remaining vegetables and the marigolds will be 
planted. This is also a labor intensive day and we will need a large turnout of gardeners. We 
will be planting eggplant, tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers and basil.  
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Last year the Mitzvah Garden produced over 1,700 lbs. of organic produce. With a little luck 
from Mother Nature, we should easily be able to duplicate or surpass that total. 

For further MG information, please contact Larry Rosenfield. garden@tbdcheshire.org  
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Good and Welfare 

Congratulations to Alexander Landry and his family on his Bar Mitzvah on May 5, 
2018 

Congratulations to Laurin Opin and her family on her Bat Mitzvah on May 12, 2018 

Congratulations to Zoe and Jeremy Bobroff on their B’nai Mitzvah on May 26, 2018 
 
 

Oneg List  
We thank the following families for hosting our onegs: 

May 18 - Sue and Jeff Friedman 

June 8 - Ruach Shabbat, 6:00PM - Alice and Jon Bauer 

July 6 - Family Service, 5:30PM - OPEN 

July 13 - Amy Rashba 

July 20 - OPEN 

July 27 - Yanna Kosover 

August 3 - Family Service, 5:30PM - Rachel Barnett 

August 10 - OPEN 

August 17 - Margie Orlinsky 

August 24 - OPEN 

August 31 - Ruth and Sam Ratner 

As you can see we have openings for hosts. We also have dates that have one host family and 
we would like to add another family to help them. Please consider filling one of those spots 
and help us make our Shabbat evening a warm and sociable time for all who are attending.  

If you are not scheduled to host an oneg (and have not sent in $36 in lieu of hosting) please 
contact Ann Curiale, anncuriale@yahoo.com, or 607-426-9233, to sign up for a hosting date. 

As always, your help is much appreciated! Thank you! 
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Introducing  TBD  Tribe 

Hey there, 20- and 30-somethings! We are thrilled to introduce a new opportunity for 
younger temple members to get together and have some fun. TBD Tribe is a social group for 
TBD folks in their 20s and 30s, and our kickoff event will be a happy hour at Viron Rondo on 
Saturday, June 16 from 4:00 - 6:00pm. Whether you're new to the area or grew up at TBD, 
come on by to say hello. Babysitting may be available at TBD; please inquire when you RSVP. 
And if you have ideas for future TBD Tribe social events, we'd love to hear from you, too!   

Kindly RSVP by 6/14 to Jessica Koehler at KoehlerFamily10@gmail.com.   

 

Preschool Story Hour 

“Like honey and milk, it lies under your tongue.” (Song of Songs) For our second-to-last 
preschool event, let’s celebrate Shavuot and God’s gift of Torah to the Jewish people. Please 
join us on Sunday, May 6 from 10-11 am in Temple Beth David’s social hall for songs, a tasty 
dairy snack, and a rollicking game of “pass the Torah!”  

And don't forget to save the date for our final preschool event of the year - Shabbat dinner 
and story hour! On Friday, June 1 from 5:30-6:30 pm, we will celebrate Shabbat together and 
discover ways to make Friday evenings more meaningful for both children and parents. A 
child-friendly dinner will be served, and we’ll still have time for songs and a story, too! Family 
services will begin at 6:30pm, immediately following our story hour program. 

Story hour activities are appropriate for children from birth to age five, accompanied by a 
parent or other caregiver. Community participation is encouraged, so call a friend and invite 
them along! To ensure we have enough materials for everyone, pre-registration is 
recommended. Please email education@tbdcheshire.org to RSVP or to learn more about 
preschool/family programming at TBD. 
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Torah Study 

Reaching the Halfway Point 

In April, we continued our journey through Leviticus, the third book of the Torah, and we will 
soon reach the exact middle.  Although Leviticus is often considered dry and legalistic, it 
provides a lot of meat for discussion.  (If you don’t believe me, ask my grandson Ryan who 
wrote a d’var torah on burnt offerings!)  We even survived a week without bagels during 
Pesach!  This month we get to the critical center, the Holiness Code (Lev. 20:26.) 

We now convene every Saturday morning at 8:45 AM, for bagels plus. In that way we can 
have a full hour of study starting at 9 and not have to talk with our mouths full!  I am now 
bringing a carafe of coffee so we can have an adequate and hot supply to fuel our discussion.   
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Consider Temple Beth David's Social Hall for your next event! 
We want to encourage rental of the social hall so have implemented lower fees to make 
them more accessible to everyone. Besides a refundable security deposit and a clean-up fee, 
there is a reasonable hourly rate which includes use of our tables and chairs and set up 
according to your specifications. A small kitchen fee is added on if you will be using the 
kitchen for preparing and serving food to your guests. Remember:  There is a food policy 
regarding which foods are acceptable to serve in the Social Hall. For more information and 
specific fee breakdown please contact Cynthia in the temple office. 

Support Temple Beth David while you shop online! 

Temple Beth David is now registered with AmazonSmile, a service offered by Amazon.com. 
When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection 
and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will 
donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization. 

To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your 
computer or mobile device. You may also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to 
make it even easier to return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile. On your first visit to 
AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), you need to select Temple Beth David of Cheshire as an 
organization to receive donations from eligible purchases. Amazon will remember your 
selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a 
donation of 0.5% of the purchase price. 

Or, just click on the AmazonSmile banner on the tbdcheshire.org website! 
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5th graders learn about tikkun moddot – improving our character traits – during our Family 
Day of Learning. 

 

Donations 
Inspiring worship, engaging study, meaningful social action; all are made possible by your 
generosity. While membership contributions sustain our community at the basic level, your 
additional donations of the heart have allowed us to do so much more; engaging scholars 
and musicians, celebrating holidays in community and caring for members in need.

Donations 
Sanctuary Refurbishment 

Elyse Krantz & Eric Schatz 

Jeffrey & Kimberli Math  

Social Action Fund 

Ray & Arlene Mittenthal, In memory of 
Irving & Lillian Mittenthal 

Education Fund 

Harold & Karen Kramer, In memory of 
Mary Helfer 

Endowment Fund 

Roland & Mindy Fricke 

David & Sylvia Glazer 

Elyse Krantz & Eric Schatz

 

 

Yahrzeits 
5/1/2018 

Benn Niemtzow, parent of Ellen Fischbein 

Arlene Sturm, sibling of Barry Kelmachter 

 

5/2/2018 

Bertha Demiany, grandparent of Rhoda 
Pahl 

Samuel Aaron Quint, parent of Midge 
Rozen 
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Gretel Moses, grandparent of Rachael 
Schatz 

Samuel Tannenbaum, parent of Larry 
Tannenbaum 

5/4/2018 

Marion Fair, grandparent of Sally Laden 

William McIlree, parent of Mary Tuman 

5/6/2018 

Lillian Liebenson, parent of Dorie Cobern 

Joan Wilson, aunt of William Gaudette 

Evelyn Fleischman, mother of Audrey 
Grove 

5/7/2018 

Pauline Hiken, parent of Marcia Stein 

5/8/2018 

Naomi Duchin, parent of Regina Kraus 

5/10/2018 

Joseph McCarthy, father of Margaret 
Altschuler 

Murray Fleischman, father of Audrey 
Grove 

5/12/2018 

Pearl Glazer, parent of David Glazer 

Lillie Tannenbaum, parent of Larry 
Tannenbaum 

5/14/2018 

Robert Ziedman, father of Dana Golden 

5/15/2018 

Charles Erwich, parent of Larry Erwich 

5/17/2018 

Sally Levinson, parent of Peter Levinson 

Louis Rutberg, sibling of Michael Rutberg 

5/19/2018 

Harvey Cohen, parent of Scott Cohen 

Rena Haskes, mother of Elli Haskes 

5/20/2018 

Zelick Kelmachter, parent of Barry 
Kelmachter 

5/21/2018 

Baruch Nemko, uncle of Natan Bauman 

Maurice Wernick, parent of Bobbi Geisser 

Isidore Solomon (Sol) Jaffe, parent of 
Richard Jaffe 

5/23/2018  

Richard Mayer Rittenband, father of Beth 
Deluco 

Aaron Bufferd, grandparent of Steven 
Rashba 

5/24/2018 

Mollie Isaacs, parent of Myrna Davidson 

5/26/2018 

Paul Lebowitz, spouse of Marcia Lebowitz 

5/28/2018 

Harry G. Peck, parent of Arlene Mittenthal 

5/29/2018 

Evelyn Rich, grandparent of Wendy 
Feldman 

Hyman Weiss, grandparent of Randi Kurz 

5/30/2018 

Benjamin Davis, parent of Linda Hershman 

If you would like to include a loved one in our Yahrzeit list, please email Cynthia with 
their name, relationship, date of passing and whether it was before or after sundown. 
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Cemetery Information 
Congregants who have questions regarding the purchase of plots, use, rules and regulations 
of Temple Beth David’s Cemetery should call David Berger, at 203-272-4144(office) or 203-
271-1974 (home). 

 

Temple Beth David Bulletin 
3 Main Street 

Cheshire, CT 06410 

(203) 272-0037 

Published monthly - except for a combined issue of July/August 

Deadlines are the 15th of the month.  

Please e-mail articles to: bulletin@tbdcheshire.org 

Temple Beth David is affiliated with the Union for Reform Judaism http://urj.org/ 

 

 

Our 6th and 7th graders hear a talk by author K. Heidi Fishman and mother, Ruth “Tutti” 
Fishman the subject of Heidi’s book “Tutti’s Promise.” 
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