
From the Rabbi 

How do I measure success?  For me it is how much I can help a congregant along on their 

Jewish journey.  In many jobs we are trained to employ a customer service model to 

determine how well we are doing.  I know in my life I have often gauged success by counting 

the number of participants that attend events and the total number of congregants a 

congregation has in their membership.  

The problem with measuring success solely on numbers is that numbers reflect only quantity 

and not quality.  However, there is a way to measure quality of the experience of an 

individual congregant, not just recording their attendance.  This model is one I like to call 

congregant success.   

The congregant success approach is to think of our time here at Temple Beth David in terms 

of how successful our experiences are at Temple and not just on attendance.  By utilizing this 

approach, it allows me, our staff, and the Temple to be proactive about your experience as 

opposed to reactive.  It allows us all to take a long-term approach to our Jewish journeys as 

opposed to the short-term triage Judaism of tackling issues as they arise.   

One needs to look no further than the past few months to see how we have become a 

success driven congregation.  January saw us send three families to the Eisner-Crane Lake 

Family Ski Weekend.  During this weekend we not only worked on our ski skills but deepened 

our connection to each other.  Also, in terms of numbers we made up 10% of the families 

participating.  We also sent eight of our teens to L’Taken in Washington D.C. to advocate on 

different social action issues.  We participated over the Martin Luther King Jr. weekend in a 

communal worship with Mishkan Israel and other New Haven congregations.  We went to 

Temple Emanuel for the Debi Friedman Memorial concert.  We had eight men join for 

brotherhood’s spirits and spirituality for drinks and jokes.  There was also our partnership 

with the JCC which launched in January with a kids Yoga class on Mondays and Brushes and 

Boudreaux Night.   

Again, it is not just the number of events or the number of people we have engaged, it is 

about the approach to the attendants at these events.  It is about building a successful long-

term experience for each of you.  I am truly proud of all we have accomplished together and 

am looking forward to how much we will accomplish together in the months and years 

ahead. 

Temple Beth David 
February, 2018 
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President’s Message  

At an Oneg last Friday, someone came up to me and reminded me that my two-year term as 

Temple Beth David President was entering its home stretch.  Believe it or not, that time has 

flown by amazingly fast and smoothly (I know, I probably just jinxed myself).  If someone had 

told me 20 years ago that I would be a Temple president, I would have laughed.  And yet, 

though many of you may not know, I have served on the Temple Beth David Board every year 

since 2003.  It has been a tremendous and valuable experience - educationally, spiritually, 

socially.  I’d love to say I have no regrets, but truthfully, there are a few things (not many) I’d 

do differently, but as we all know, hindsight is 20/20. 

As a member of the Temple Beth David Board, you find yourself in a multi-faceted 

partnership with members of our community, all striving forward to the same goal - make 

Temple Beth David the best it can possibly be when it comes to nourishing our Jewish souls, 

educating our Jewish kids, celebrating our Jewish holidays, honoring (and creating) our 

Jewish traditions.  While each member of the team approaches this goal from a very different 

mindset (for personal reasons) and a very different method (for practical, board function 

reasons), if you sit and speak with each member, you will see that they all have Temple Beth 

David’s best interest at heart.   

Working with TBD Board Members is inspiring. The passion and creativity that is brought to 

the table is awesome.  Being a part of a community takes on such a different meaning when 

you aren’t just reaping in the rewards, but celebrating as an owner in the accomplishments.  

It truly changes and deepens your level of connection to the institution itself, and the people 

that comprise it.  I am thankful every day for having had this opportunity. 

As we begin getting ready for the new fiscal year, just five months away, we would love to 

find a place for you at the TBD Board table, as a committee member, as a committee chair, as 

a problem solver, as a tradition maker, as a celebrator, as a creator.  Please, let us know what 

part of Judaism is your passion or maybe what your special skill set is.  Believe me, you won’t 

regret the investment you make in our community.   

Kim Math, President 

 

February Events 
 
1st  Lunch & learn, 12:00 pm 
2nd Family Shabbat service 6:30 pm 
3rd Torah study, 8:45 am 
7th  Board Mtg., 7:30 pm 
8th Lunch & learn, 12:00 pm 
9th Ruach Shabbat service, 6:00 pm 
10th Torah study, 8:45 am 
10th  Escape Room & dinner, 4:45 pm 
14th Sprits & Spirituality, 7:00 pm 
15th Lunch & learn, 12:00 pm 

16th  Rosh Hodesh service, 7:30 pm 
17th Torah study, 8:45 am 
22nd  Lunch & learn, 12:00 p.m. 
22nd Holiday lecture, Purim, 7:00 pm 
23rd Retro Shabbat service, 7:30 pm 
24th  Torah study, 8:45 am 
24th 7th Gr. Shabbat service, 10:00 am 
25th Purim carnival 
28th Mysticism & Torah, 7:00 pm 

 

 



News from the Religious School 

Shalom!  Despite having a shortened month due to holidays, the students at TBD 

accomplished many things!  In keeping with our “mini-mitzvah” projects, the students in third 

and fourth grade created beautiful fleece blankets to give to preemie babies in NICUs around 

the state.  Our popular elective program for students in grades 5-7 met for three Tuesdays 

and will have a special showcase on January 30th.  Some will be performing a special play 

(make sure you check out their “Maimonides Tzedakah Ladder” prop on the school bulletin 

board), others enjoyed some delicious Jewish cooking, new artwork will soon adorn our 

windows and some musical talent was perfected!  Thanks go to our teachers who created 

each program: Janet Adams, Lori Sheehan, Sue Matican and Chris Sheehan.  You all 

brightened up the January doldrums!  

We have all been practicing (and practicing and practicing) a few songs that will be part of 

the concert that local religious schools are performing for the residents of Tower One in New 

Haven on Sunday, January 28.  The kids sound great, and I will report back on this very special 

day next month. 

Coming up at the end of February on the 25th, we will have our second morning of learning 

for our second-grade families.  During the morning of religious school, our second graders 

and their families will share a light breakfast followed by two concurrent programs, one for 

adults and one for children. Rabbi Micah, teacher Liam Caplan and I are very excited for this 

special day!  Also, that morning, we will have a special Purim program from 11am-12pm that 

we think the whole family will enjoy.  And lest I forget, our annual Purim Carnival will start 

right at school! Make sure to come to school ready for lots of fun! 

As always, I am here to discuss any of our programs and all things educational! 

L’Shalom, 

Jodi Harris, Religious School Director 

 

Social Action 
 
February’s Mitzvah Moment: 
 
Throughout the month of February we will be collecting men’s and women’s underwear and 
socks for those in need. Donations will be made to Master’s Manna and Columbus House. 
Please drop off at TBD until the end of February. 
 
Sue Cohen 
 

Ritual 
 
As I start to write this, I am thinking about the Friday Evening Tu B’Shevat service this year, 

and I am mindful of all the planning that has gone into it.  
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So, I must begin by offering a Yasher Koach (literally, may you continue in your strength) to 

Elaine Shapiro and Larry Levine for planning and organizing this super-inspiring Tu B’Shevat 

Shabbat service. May you go from strength to strength. 

The month of February sees a New Moon appearing the evening of February 15, signifying 

the Beginning of the Month (Rosh Chodesh) of Adar.   

The festive holiday of Purim, which is the 14th day of Adar, begins the evening of 

Wednesday, February 28.   

On Thursday, March 1st, please join Temple Beth David and other congregations in the 

Greater New Haven Area as we celebrate festivities dedicated to Purim.  There will be a 

reading of the Megillah, and a Communal Purim Seudah (a celebration meal). Please be on 

the lookout for further information, or else email the TBD office or myself. 

Sunday, March 4th, we, as a congregation, celebrate Purim with our own Megillah reading at 

11 a.m., followed by a fun and festive Purim Carnival.   

Roslyn Croog: roslyn.croog@gmail.com 

Eileen Geffin: egeffin@cox.net 

Mitzvah Garden 

In just six short weeks, Spring will arrive.  This year we especially appreciate its return, 

ushering in warmer and longer days.  

The 2018 Mitzvah Garden planning meeting is scheduled for February 12th at 7:00 P.M., 

which is open to all TBD members.  As always, your ideas and suggestions are welcomed. 

For further Mitzvah Garden information, please contact Larry Rosenfield. 

garden@tbdcheshire.org  

Larry Rosenfield 

 

 

mailto:egeffin@cox.net
mailto:garden@tbdcheshire.org
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Sisterhood 

Temperatures may be low outside but TBD Sisterhood is warming up our social hall on 

February 17th. Please join Sisterhood from 3-6 pm as we get together to bake hamantaschen 

for the religious school’s Purim carnival scheduled for February 25th. Come enjoy the 

company and conversation as we cut out, fill and bake both traditional and some not-so-

traditional varieties. While dough and fillings will be provided please feel free to bring your 

personal favorite combinations for an unofficial tasting contest! RSVP is requested (drop-ins 

ARE welcome) so that Sisterhood can provide light snacks and beverages. Looking ahead to 

March 18th, Sisterhood has a soup and game event scheduled which is being co-hosted with 

our Social Action committee to be both a Sisterhood social event as well as a Mitzvah 

moment. Details are still being ironed out and will be included in next month’s flier. Be sure to 

mark your calendar for an opportunity to join us!  

Kathy 

Oneg List  

We are so thankful to have the following families host February and March onegs: 
 
Feb. 3 - Family Service - Rachel Barnett & 1st Grade Class Parents 
 
Feb. 10 - Sally Laden/Pam Bingman 
 
Feb. 17 - Sara & Larry Erwich/Carol & Jeff Beitel 
 
Feb. 24 - Nancy Bauer/Leslie Rosenfield 
 
March 3 - Family Service - OPEN 
 
March 10 - Jeri Butlein 
 
March 17 - Jeanette Simonetta/Renee Londner 
 
March 31 - Krissy Segal/Eileen Geffin 
 
We need your help! Various dates from March until the end of August are still open. As you 
can see, March 3 has no host families, and March 10 needs another host. If you are not 
scheduled to host an oneg (and have not sent in $36 in lieu of hosting) please contact Ann 
Curiale, anncuriale@yahoo.com, or 607-426-9233, to sign up for a hosting date. If you have 
already hosted and want to do it again, that is great! We do have some families that host 
more than one. Help us continue this tradition. It is a wonderful mitzvah 
If you have not selected an oneg date, or donated in lieu of, please consider filling one of our 

openings. As always, your help is much appreciated! 

Update on youth programming 

First where are we - as we had hoped, we've had one teen focused event a month beginning 

with Chopped in October, going to the New Haven Green on Mitzvah day in November with 

the blessing bags put together by our religious school, December cooking for Abraham's Tent, 

mailto:anncuriale@yahoo.com
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and also doing a coat drive (teen led by Sydney Carim- an idea put forth by a teen and 

implemented by her!) In January, Rabbi Micah and Jodi Harris took 8 teens to L'Taken in DC 

(learning to do advocacy work - with a program run by the URJ -specifically the Reform 

Jewish Action Center, the social justice arm of the Reform Movement) more info about what 

is L'taken This program is for high school students so those with younger kids it is something 

to look forward to! Besides these teen geared programs, we should also note that a few of 

our teens are at TBD playing instruments with the adults in the Ruach Shabbat service which 

is awesome to see. Next service is Feb. 9 so please make sure to attend and support them! 

And also we need to remember the record number of madrachim (teen aides) at Religious 

School. Our teens are an integral part of life at TBD but we want to do more to engage them.  

So where we do we hope to go for the rest of the year? Jodi Harris, Mindy Fricke, and Rabbi 

Ellenson met recently to brainstorm more social/fun activities that may entice greater 

participation. We discussed having events for two groups, grades 6-8 and grades 9-12. We 

have a great core group of younger kids and we are making progress to build relationships 

the older teens so we want to give this a try. We have a plan to do 2-4 activities for each 

group between February and May. Ambitious? Yes, but we think it can happen. We will take 

care of getting the events on the calendar and then will definitely need help to implement 

them. Just to share a few subject to availability of locales - (go to an Escape Room, do a limo 

scavenger hunt, a day trip to NYC, and a sports night perhaps at the JCC. We are also hoping 

to see our 8-12 graders participate in regional events with NFTY that are coming up. As we 

strengthen our TBD youth community we hope to increase their willingness to branch out to 

the greater Jewish community. I know that some older teens are members of BBYO which is 

great but doesn't preclude anyone from doing a TBD event and/or a NFTY event as well! Let's 

fill up their social calendars with Jewish youth events! 

Contact Mindy, Jodi Harris or Rabbi Micah with concerns, ideas, and questions!  

 

 

Preschool Story Hour 
What’s Purim without a hamentashen cookie (or two…or three!)? Please join us with your 

little one as we celebrate Purim on Sunday, February 25 from 10am-11am at Temple Beth 

David. In addition to enjoying some delicious homemade treats, we will make our own 

noisemakers and sing Purim-themed songs. Costumes are welcome! Story hour activities are 

appropriate for children from birth to age five, accompanied by a parent or other caregiver. 

Community participation is encouraged, so call a friend and invite them along! To ensure we 

have enough materials for everyone, pre-registration is strongly encouraged. Please email 

education@tbdcheshire.org to RSVP. 

Coming up over the next two month, we’ll be celebrating Passover story hour on Sunday, 

March 25 and an Israel-themed story hour on April 8. Hope to see you there! 

Elyse Krantz, elyse.krantz@gmail.com 

 

https://rac.org/ltaken-social-justice-seminars
https://rac.org/ltaken-social-justice-seminars
mailto:education@tbdcheshire.org
mailto:elyse.krantz@gmail.com
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Torah Study 

Last month, we persevered through the worst weather of the season. Although we had to 

cancel one meeting because of foul weather, the extreme cold did not stop a large turnout 

on January 6 as we began our Exodus studies.  Month by month, our group is growing and 

becoming more diverse, which adds to the interesting conversations.  Come join us! 

We now convene every Saturday morning at 8:45 AM, for bagels plus.  In that way we can 

have a full hour of study starting a 9 and not have to talk with our mouths full! 

Marty Cobern  
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Consider Temple Beth David's Social Hall for your next event! 

We want to encourage rental of the social hall so have implemented lower fees to make 

them more accessible to everyone. Besides a refundable security deposit and a clean-up fee, 

there is a reasonable hourly rate which includes use of our tables and chairs and set up 

according to your specifications. A small kitchen fee is added on if you will be using the 

kitchen for preparing and serving food to your guests. Remember:  There is a food policy 

regarding which foods are acceptable to serve in the Social Hall. For more information and 

specific fee breakdown please contact Cynthia in the temple office. 

Support Temple Beth David while you shop online! 

Temple Beth David is now registered with AmazonSmile, a service offered by Amazon.com. 

When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection 

and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will 

donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization. 

To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your 

computer or mobile device. You may also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to 

make it even easier to return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile. On your first visit to 

AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), you need to select Temple Beth David of Cheshire as an 

organization to receive donations from eligible purchases. Amazon will remember your 

selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a 

donation of 0.5% of the purchase price. 

Or, just click on the AmazonSmile banner on the tbdcheshire.org website! 

 

  

TBD kids getting ready to sing at the recent Kol Shira area concert 
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Donations 

Inspiring worship, engaging study, meaningful social action; all are made possible by your 

generosity. While membership contributions sustain our community at the basic level, your 

additional donations of the heart have allowed us to do so much more; engaging scholars 

and musicians, celebrating holidays in community and caring for members in need.

Donations 

HHD Pledges 

Bauer, Elliot & Nancy, Strengthening TBD 

Bauer, Elliot & Nancy, Hurricane Relief  

Bauer, Elliot & Nancy, Pat Brosnahan 

Memorial Fund HHD Pledge 

General Fund 

Carroll, Joseph & Elyse, In Memory of 

Seymour Krechevsky 

Koehler, Jessica & Brian, In Honor of Mary 

Lee Koehler 

Beitel & Zeiger Families, In Memory of 

Joseph Nitkin 

Sanctuary Refurbishment 

Krantz, Elyse and Schatz, Eric 

Sisterhood 

Davidson, Myrna & Robert, In Memory of 

Seymour Krechevsky 

Endowment Fund 

Branden, Peter & Pennie 

Ratner, Sam & Ruth 

Tannenbaum, Larry & Maddy 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 

Levine, Larry & Shapiro, Elaine 

Youth Engagement Fund 

Post, Penny & Chang, Deron, In Honor of 

the 7th grade class 

 

Yahrzeits 

2/1/2018 

Blanche Migdal, parent of Randi Kurz 

2/2/2018 

Mark Applebaum, remembered by Linda 

Applebaum 

Jacob Isenberg, grandparent of David 

Berger 

Sam Math, sibling of Jeffrey Math 

2/3/2018 

Raymond Rosen, step-parent of Barry 

Kelmachter 

Bernard Blick, grandfather of Susan 

Schiffres 

2/5/2018 

Herbert Bernard Croog,  father of Roslyn 

Croog 

Charles Weinberg, grandfather of Debra 

Gaudette 

Emanuel Cantor, parent of Nancy Gottlieb 

Margaret Magioncalda, remembered by 

Jodi Harris 

George Levine, uncle of Leslie Rosenfield 

2/6/2018 

Jack Baser, father of Joyce Goodman 

David Earl Krantz, grandfather of Elyse 

Krantz 
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2/8/2018 

Cecelia Cohen, remembered by Brenker 

Family 

Gertrude Greenfeld, grandmother of Chris 

Shafer 

2/9/2018 

Christos Bungeely, parent of Renee 

Londner 

2/10/2018 

Seymour Silverman, parent of David 

Silverman 

2/11/2018 

Dorothy Lipski, grandparent of Janice 

Barsalou 

Ralph Gaudette, parent of William 

Gaudette 

2/12/2018 

Bernard Nitkin, parent of Michael Laden 

Rochelle Londner, sibling-in-law of Renee 

Londner 

Isadore Hiken, parent of Marcia Stein 

2/13/2018 

Irving Mittenthal, grandparent of Debbie 

Kohan 

Irving Mittenthal, parent of Ray Mittenthal 

2/14/2018 

Herb Plancher, parent of Nancy Bauer 

Rose Simon, grandparent of Rhoda Pahl 

2/16/2018 

Mildred Levinson, remembered by of 

Milton Cohen 

Raisa Trubkina, parent of Yanna Kosover 

Anna Rosner, remembered by Ellen 

Levada 

2/17/2018 

Beatrice Alliger, grandmother of Jason 

Alliger 

James Koym, parent of Sally Laden 

2/18/2018 

Jacob Kraus, parent of Mark Kraus 

2/19/2018 

Estelle M. Ezratty, aunt 0f Georgette 

Hyman 

Milton Ratner, parent of Sam Ratner 

Betty Perlstein, parent of Dorothy 

Rosenthal 

Estelle M. Ezratty, aunt of Gabrielle 

Tougas 

Estelle M. Ezratty, sibling of Honey Zeiger 

2/21/2018 

Mildred Groupp, remembered by Kimberli 

Math 

George Groupp, remembered by Kimberli 

Math 

2/22/2018 

Ernest Lovitch, remembered by Brenker 

Family 

Pearl Kramer, parent of Harold Kramer 

2/23/2018 

Norman Glazer, parent of David Glazer 

2/24/2018 

Carole Applebaum, parent of Linda 

Applebaum 

Rose Rabinowitz, grandparent of Diane 

Goldstein 

Dennis Grove, remembered by of Mark 

Grove 

Ida Klempner, remembered by Leslie 

Rosenfield 

2/25/2018 
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Gertrude Kagan, paren of Diane Goldstein 

2/26/2018 

Sarah Beitel, parent of Jeffrey Beitel 

Zelda Isenberg, grandparent of David 

Berger 

Morton Walzer, parent of Susan Schiffres 

2/27/2018 

William Bell, parent of Andrea Berger 

Isidore Geisser, parent of Daniel Geisser 

Stanley Goldstein, parent of Ellen Isaacson 

Kreina Kosover, parent of Vilan Kosover 

2/28/2018 

Ira Lipman, sibling of Marcia Lebowit

 

If you would like to include a loved one in our Yahrzeit list, please email Cynthia with 

their name, relationship, date of passing and whether it was before or after sundown. 
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TEMPLE BETH DAVID 

Socks and Underwear Drive 

 

February 1 through February 28, 2018  

 

 
 
 

We need your help for our annual socks and underwear drive!  
You all did a great job in years past (thank you!) with this 
project and today’s need is greater than ever. We are 
expanding this drive to include homeless folks from Columbus 
House, as well as Master’s Manna. 

Please think about those men and women less fortunate and 
help out. We will deliver what we have as soon as we have the 
bin filled…and then, hopefully, fill it again. We have no doubt 
you will “step up” to help this most worthy project.  Thank you! 
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Cemetery Information 

Congregants who have questions regarding the purchase of plots, use, rules and regulations 

of Temple Beth David’s Cemetery should call David Berger, at 203-272-4144(office) or 203-

271-1974 (home). 

 

Temple Beth David Bulletin 

3 Main Street 

Cheshire, CT 06410 

(203) 272-0037 

Published monthly - except for a combined issue of July/August 

Deadlines are the 15th of the month.  

Please e-mail articles to: bulletin@tbdcheshire.org 

Temple Beth David is affiliated with the Union for Reform Judaism http://urj.org/ 
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