
From the Rabbi 

A man once came to a Hasidic rabbi named Menahem Mendel of Kotsk. 

He said to him, "Rabbi, so many bad things happen in the world. I can't believe in God 

anymore!  

The rabbi listened and said, "Why do you care?" 

This surprised the man. "What do you mean, why do I care? It hurts me to see people hungry, 

sick and suffering! How could I not care? 

But the rabbi asked him again, "Why do you care?”  

The man, now very angry, tried to answer, “Rabbi, it makes me angry to see a world filled 

with war and disease and hunger. Why must people suffer?"  

The rabbi shook his head and asked again, “Why do you care?"  

The man, now very angry, tried to answer, “Rabbi, it makes me angry to see a world filled 

with war and disease and hunger. Why must people suffer?”  

The rabbi shook his head and asked again, "Why do you care?"  

Now the man was really mad. He shouted at the rabbi, "I care, Rabbi, that's all, I just care. I 

have to care. I just can't stand by and watch people suffer! I'm a human being, and I care."  

"Good," said the rabbi, "And as long as you care, we know God is real." 

(As told by Rabbi Ed Fienstein in the book, I Have Some Questions About God) 

Recognizing the divine or the absence of the divine in something is only a part of the 

equation.  It is important to be cognizant of the ills of society. However, this caring and 

attention needs to be coupled with action. 

In the past year we have witnessed two amazing social justice movements in America. Both 

the #Metoo movement and the gun reform protests have sparked thousands of Americans, 

young and old, into action.  

If we were to continue the story above, what might the next question be? I would like to 

offer the following epilogue to the story: 
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The man stood up to take his leave.  But before he left the Rabbi asked him one last question, 

“Now that you know you care and there is a God, what are you going to do about it?” 

I am very proud of all we have done as a congregation to embrace both social action and 

social justice. From our teens attending L’taken, to having our monthly mitzvah moments, to 

individual mitzvah projects, like collecting coats for the needy in the winter, we truly are a 

community that not only sees the needs of society but acts on those needs as well. It is such 

a blessing that Temple Beth David is not just a place that recognizes the world needs tikun 

olam but is a place that does something about it. 

 

President’s Message  

As we progress further into this year, the magnitude of what we are celebrating sets in more 

and more.  For those of you not aware, this is the year that Temple Beth David turns 50!  

More than fifty years ago, young Jewish families new to the area began to bond over a 

mutual faith, tradition and vision.  In 1968, Temple Beth David was officially founded.  While 

the physical location was not yet in place, the commitment to a Reform Jewish community in 

Cheshire was as strong as the brick and mortar that now protects our sanctuary.   

It seems only fitting that the woman leading the charge to ensure that our 50th Celebration(s) 

is the daughter of a founding member.  Richard Fiske was instrumental in the establishment 

of Temple Beth David as a concept, a congregation and a building.  His daughter, Ruth, 

continues his legacy by remaining an active and committed member of our community, and 

has risen to the challenge to ensure that we make this momentous occasion as special as it 

deserves to be. 

If you wish to be a part of this journey, please contact Ruth at ruth@ctproperties.net.  She 

will find the perfect place for you on our growing team of planners and volunteers.  I don’t 

want to spoil all of the plans before they are formally announced, but let me urge you to save 

the dates of May 20 (afternoon) and December 1 (evening) for two of the celebrations.  

Unique venues have been selected, celebratory activities are being planned, and you will fully 

realize the magnitude of what was created and continues by being a part of these events. 

Kim Math, President 

April Events 
 
4th  Board Mtg., 7:30 pm 
5th Lunch & learn, 12:00 pm 
6th Youth Shabbat service, 6:30 pm 
7th Torah study, 8:45 am 
11th Sprits & Spirituality, 7:00 pm 
12th Lunch & learn, 12:00 pm 
13th Ruach Shabbat service, 6:00  
14th Torah study, 8:45 am17th 
19th  Lunch & learn, 12:00 p.m. 

20th Shabbat evening services, 7:30 pm 
21st  Torah study, 8:45 am 
25th   Mysticism & torah, 7:00 pm 
26th Lunch & learn, 12:00 pm 
27th Retro Shabbat service, 7:30 pm 
28th  Torah study, 8:45 am 

Shabbat am service & Bat Mitzvah 
of Molly Scandrett 10:00 am 
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News from the Religious School 

My father and stepmother are not “traditionally” Jewish. Their Seders vary from year to year:  

one year the charoset is made with apples, the next year with dates. Sometimes my dad 

might be the only Jewish person at the table. They’ve held their Seders at their home, at the 

homes of friends and even at a church. Something about this year’s Seder, however, got 

under my sister’s skin. They informed her that this year’s Seder up in Maine would be totally 

vegan.  Once of their guests, and very good friend, has recovered from a serious illness and 

he and his wife attribute his return to health to a vegan diet. My dad and stepmom decided 

that to honor their friend, they would go vegan for that night. 

“How can they have a Seder plate without an egg or shank bone,” my sister mused.  “How 

can you even make a matzo ball without an egg to hold it together?” As I listened to my sister 

(certainly the more logical of the two of us), I started thinking about the fifteen steps that are 

laid out to us in the Haggadah and thought about past Seders I have conducted or attended. 

Spilling out wine for the plagues versus using one’s finger to dip out a drop or two. 

Handwashing once or twice versus using a handywipe at the communal Seder. And the 

matzo- how many times do you eat it? Does anyone eat the afikomen? And not that this is 

proscribed, but in my family the kids steal the afikomen rather than search for it. (Do I 

descend from a band of thieves?) 

So, to me the question here is: how to we pass on traditions to the next generation, 

specifically our students here at TBD? Do we teach things that have lost their validity to us? 

Do we give our students all of the information that we can and are we ready to listen to their 

questions and possibly their disagreements with us? And universally the question is: how do 

we retain our traditions, those ceremonies and symbols that are lovingly passed down 

through the ages, and make them meaningful and valuable within our time? 

As Jewish educators (and here I include parents and teachers), it is our sacred task to cull 

from our ancient teachings and teach what we can given the many limitations and demands 

of our and our children’s time. The education we might be passing on at TBD might be more 

formal than what is taught around your Seder table but the combination of Torah, Hebrew 

prayer and those wonderful traditions we all hope to pass down are shaping each student’s 

sense of how they fit in to the tapestry of Jewish life. If we can even create a meaningful 

moment or two each year for each student, one that makes them feel connected to TBD, to 

each other, to their family or to the Jewish community at large, it is my belief that they will 

begin to build a foundation toward their Jewish adulthood. 

While you are reading this, we are entering our last weeks of Religious School for the year. 

We have given our kids lots of learning opportunities: field trips, Mitzvah projects, new ideas 

to focus on prayer, electives courses as well as traditional Hebrew prayer reading and lessons 

from Torah. I think they would agree that there has been a healthy dose of laughter and 

happiness too! This, coupled with the value you have placed on Judaism, by bringing them to 

TBD, by your observance of holidays and lifecycle events and by your own traditions inspire 

me every day to continually work at our sacred task of educating our kids! 
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So, will your children one day complain to each other about your vegan Seder? Will they 

create new traditions themselves while proudly proclaiming their Judaism? These questions 

remain to be seen, but looking at our inquisitive, bright, joyful students, I would suggest that 

their future Jewish lives, however they evolve, will be just fine. 

L’Shalom,  

Jodi Harris, Religious School Director 

 

Social Action 
 
Thank you for your donations to the underwear and sock drive for the needy in February. We 

collected six pounds worth (3 shopping bags) and they were delivered to Masters Manna. 

Thank you for your donations to the Jared Box Project. With help from the fourth and fifth 

graders, eighteen shoe boxes were decorated. The students also wrote short letters of 

inspiration for each box. Unfortunately, we didn't get enough donations to complete more 

than six boxes. Therefore, we are asking people to consider contributing items until the end 

of April so we can fill all of the boxes. We are in need of crayons, markers, colored pencils, 

note pads, game books, and card games. The completed boxes will be delivered to children in 

the hospital. 

Blessing Bags II. Our teens will be delivering blessing bags to the needy in New Haven at the 

end of March. Thank you for your donations! 

It’s finally Spring. That means it’s time to start the Mitzvah Garden! Mitzvah Garden Day is 

scheduled for 4/29 and Planting Day is scheduled for 5/20. If you are interested in 

volunteering for this very important project, please contact Larry Rosenfield 

(LarryR6@cox.net). Volunteers of all ages are needed! 

We need your help! 

If you have an idea for and/or are willing to lead a mitzvah project, please let us know.   

Thank you! 

Sue & Liz 
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Jared Box Project  
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Ritual 
 
TBD’s Passover would not have been complete without our Annual Passover Seder.  It’s an 

event we look forward to each year.  A very special thank you to Cindi Williams and her 

committee for all their work in creating a beautiful and meaningful community celebration. 

Spring is here, finally - the land around us once again waking up after its winter hibernation - 

renewal and rebirth.  At Passover, we celebrated our deliverance from slavery in Egypt.  We 

traversed the desert and crossed the Red Sea; and here we are, ready to continue our 

renewal and rebirth.   

The lunar month of Nissan moves into the month of Iyar on April 16 this year.  We celebrate 

Israel Independence Day on 4 Iyar (April 19, 2018), which follows a Day of Remembrance 

(Yom HaZikaron) in Israel, a solemn day to recall those lost while protecting the Land of Israel 

and survival of the Jewish People. 

Soon we will see crocuses, daffodils, and tulips breaking ground and lifting themselves up for 

us to enjoy - a sure sign that warmer days are on the way.  Enjoy it all. 

L’Hitraot, 

Roslyn Croog, roslyn.croog@gmail.com 

Mitzvah Garden 

This year, Bonnie Plants has again committed to suppling the Mitzvah Garden with the 

majority of our vegetable and herb plantings. Bonnie Plants has been a valued Mitzvah 

Garden partner since 2012 and without their help the cost to purchase plants would have 

been exorbitant. This is especially true for the past two years, since we lost access to our 

greenhouse space and are unable to start plants from seed. 

When purchasing vegetable plants and herbs for your home gardens, please consider 

supporting Bonnie Plants for their amazing generosity and commitment to Temple Beth 

David’s Mitzvah Garden. Bonnie Plants products are available at many garden centers, 

grocery stores and big box stores nationwide.  

We need many TBD gardeners to step up and help on these two important Mitzvah Garden 

dates. 
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Sisterhood 

Sisterhood had an awesome March with a Sisterhood led service on March 16th and a Soup, 

Salad and Game event on the 18th. The Sisterhood service, coordinated and led by Elyse 

Krantz and assisted by Ann Curiale and Jodi Harris; was an especially joyful event filled with 

great energy between our leaders on the pulpit and the congregation. Many Sisterhood 

members chose to participate with their moms and daughters and it made for a wonderful 

evening. Thank you to ALL who helped with the service. Sisterhood hopes to lead services 

twice a year so watch for our next service in the fall, we hope you can join us! A special thank 

you also goes out to Ann Curiale, Mindy Fricke, Deb Gaudette, Eileen Geffin and Robin 

Gordon for providing soups and salads for our event on March 18th. Sisterhood members 

had a delightful time getting together and we collected 9 family-sized containers of various 

soups for our caring community. It is a blessing that we were able to have fun and help 

provide some instant meals for congregants in need at the same time. Sisterhood’s last 

formally scheduled event of the year is the Scholarship award that will be presented at the 

senior service on May 18th. Please join us on the 18th to support and congratulate our 

graduating seniors as they begin the next chapter in their life's journey!  

Be well,  

Kathy Krechevsky 

 

Good and Welfare 

Congratulations to Moly Scandrett and her family on her Bat Mitzvah on April 28, 
2018 
 

 

Oneg List  

We are so thankful to have the following families host April, May, June onegs: 
 
April 6 - Family Service - Lori Sudderth and Jill Claymon  
 
April 13 - Ruach Shabbat - OPEN 
 
April 20 - OPEN 
 
May 18 - Sue and Jeff Friedman 
 
June 8 - Ruach Shabbat, Alice and Jon Bauer 
 
July 6 - Family Service - Amy Rashba 
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July 20 - OPEN 
 
July 27 - Yanna Kosover 
 
We need your help! Anyone interested in helping out with the OPEN dates please contact 
Ann Curiale, anncuriale@yahoo.com 
 
If you are not scheduled to host an oneg (and have not sent in $36 in lieu of hosting) please 
contact Ann Curiale, anncuriale@yahoo.com, or 607-426-9233, to sign up for a hosting date. 
If you have already hosted and want to do it again, that is great! We do have some families 
that host more than one. Help us continue this tradition. It is a wonderful mitzvah 
If you have not selected an oneg date, or donated in lieu of, please consider filling one of our 

openings. As always, your help is much appreciated! 

 
 

Update on teen programming 

How to create a culture that values youth? That is a question we need to examine more fully 

as we move forward in our efforts to engage teens and younger children.  We may want to 

ask are we doing enough?  How do we measure success?  How do our interactions with youth 

show our values?  How does the amount of emphasis we place on funding youth 

programming reflect the importance of youth in our synagogue?  These are questions we 

look forward to exploring and will tell us a lot about whether we have succeeded in creating 

that culture. 

In recent weeks in response to the tragedy in Parkland Florida we've seen what teens around 

the nation and in our own community can do, when empowered and engaged and whether 

or not you agree with the direction they are putting their efforts, I think we can all agree it's 

been amazing to watch.  When given a challenge, the teens we encounter at TBD meet it.  

When a situation is uncomfortable or even scary, we know they can overcome it and come 

out stronger for it.  This can be something as innocuous as going to a NFTY or TBD event 

without knowing anyone, or as powerful and anxiety provoking as speaking in front of a 

crowd about a controversial issue as several of our students did at their schools on March 14.  

Parents, we know it is a challenge to juggle your kids' busy schedule.  By helping us to "sell" 

what we are offering them at TBD, prioritizing for them as often as possible, Jewish youth 

activities over another competing event, or to just drawing their attention to the event 

being offered, making sure they know it is something available to them, is invaluable.  

Parents who did that most recently are the eight Temple families who sent their teens and 

pre-teens to the NFTY678 overnight retreat March 16-17 joining with over 100 other Jewish 

teens for an introduction to NFTY.  Hopefully you viewed our postings on Instagram and 

Facebook and saw their smiling faces!  NFTY is the URJ youth organization, an arm of the 

Reform Movement.  Seeing our kids blossom in this supportive environment, laughing, 

talking, singing, praying, doing art and drama, playing sports with kids they met for the first 

time was exactly what we wanted to happen.  The fun they had in less than 24 hours 

hopefully gave them a taste of NFTY that will ensure they want to come back for more in the 

mailto:anncuriale@yahoo.com
mailto:anncuriale@yahoo.com
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coming years!  All of you-parents, grandparents, teachers, our amazing educator, Jodi Harris 

and wonderful Rabbi Micah Ellenson who encourage kids to participate, congregants who 

donate to our Youth Fund along with Sisterhood who helped make this happen for families 

who needed assistance, shows that we do support a youth culture at Temple Beth David.  

We thank you for it. Let's keep it going!   

Contact Mindy, Jodi Harris or Rabbi Micah with concerns, ideas, and questions!  
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Preschool Story Hour 
There are just three story hour events let until the end of our school year! Please join us at 

Temple Beth David on the following dates to celebrate Israel, Shavuot, and Shabbat with your 

little ones. Story time activities are appropriate for children from birth to age five, 

accompanied by a parent, grandparent, or other caregiver. Community participation is 

encouraged, so call a friend and invite them along! To ensure we have enough materials for 

everyone, pre-registration is strongly encouraged. Please email education@tbdcheshire.org 

to RSVP. 

Sunday, April 8 

Israel @ 10-11am 

Sunday, May 6 

Shavuot @ 10-11am 

Friday, June 1 

Shabbat @ 5:30-7:70pm 

* Our Shabbat program will include dinner followed by family Shabbat services * 

 

 
 
 

Torah Study 

mailto:education@tbdcheshire.org
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Hazak Hazak Ve-Nit’Hazek! 

As I mentioned last month, our weekly attendance has continued to grow and our discussions 

have been ever more interesting.  On March 10th we completed the book of Sh’mot (Exodus) 

and are moving on to Vayikrah (Leviticus).  When we finished the book, we quoted the 

traditional line above: “Be strong, be strong!  Let us strengthen each other!”  We are 

certainly doing that.  Come join us! 

We now convene every Saturday morning at 8:45 AM, for bagels plus. In that way we can 

have a full hour of study starting a 9:00 am and not have to talk with our mouths full!  I am 

now bringing two boxes of coffee to ensure that we are all adequately caffeinated!   

Marty Cobern  

On March 17th, Rabbi Micah let a large enthusiastic group as we began the study of Leviticus. 
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Supporting Dodd Middle School 8th Grade Class Night 

Dodd Middle School's 8th Grade is holding a Fund Raiser at Wayback Burgers for Class Night. 

The Fund Raiser will be held on Sunday, 4/22/18, from the hours of 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. We are 

also holding a bake sale during these hours at Wayback Burgers.  

Imagine, not having to prepare dinner on a Sunday evening, especially during the last day of 

April Vacation for the kids in Cheshire. So please consider coming out and supporting the 8th 

Grade Fund Raiser. Any questions regarding this Fund Raiser or Class Night you can contact 

Robin Gordon at 203-507-7778. 

Sunday, 4/22/18 from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

957 S. Main St, Cheshire 
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Consider Temple Beth David's Social Hall for your next event! 

We want to encourage rental of the social hall so have implemented lower fees to make 

them more accessible to everyone. Besides a refundable security deposit and a clean-up fee, 

there is a reasonable hourly rate which includes use of our tables and chairs and set up 

according to your specifications. A small kitchen fee is added on if you will be using the 

kitchen for preparing and serving food to your guests. Remember:  There is a food policy 

regarding which foods are acceptable to serve in the Social Hall. For more information and 

specific fee breakdown please contact Cynthia in the temple office. 

Support Temple Beth David while you shop online! 

Temple Beth David is now registered with AmazonSmile, a service offered by Amazon.com. 

When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection 

and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will 

donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization. 

To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your 

computer or mobile device. You may also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to 

make it even easier to return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile. On your first visit to 

AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), you need to select Temple Beth David of Cheshire as an 

organization to receive donations from eligible purchases. Amazon will remember your 
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selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a 

donation of 0.5% of the purchase price. 

Or, just click on the AmazonSmile banner on the tbdcheshire.org website! 

 

Donations 

Inspiring worship, engaging study, meaningful social action; all are made possible by your 

generosity. While membership contributions sustain our community at the basic level, your 

additional donations of the heart have allowed us to do so much more; engaging scholars 

and musicians, celebrating holidays in community and caring for members in need.

Donations 

 Social Action Fund 

Mittenthal, Ray & Arlene, In memory of 

Irving and Lillian Mittenthal 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 

Pahl Family, In memory of Ralph Demiany 

Pahl Family, In memory of Rose Simon 

 

Yahrzeits 

4/1/2018 

Miriam Harmetz Rabinowitz, remembered 

by Howard Harmetz 

Miriam Harmetz Rabinowitz, remembered 

by Roni Harmetz 

Tobias Karolicki, grandfather Boris 

Karolicki 

4/2/2018 

Rosalind Brumberger, parent Bruce 

Brumberger 

4/3/2018 

Frances Sessler, grandparent of Pennie 

Branden 

Marietta Siegel, aunt of Jeremie Butlien 

Blossom Kanaplue, grandmother of Lainie 

Calbo 

Joseph Londner, parent of Renee Londner 

Blossom Kanaplue, mother of Honey 

Sapper 

4/4/2018 

Meyer Duchin, parent of Regina Kraus 

Sol Reichentahl, parent of Edward 

Reichentahl 

4/5/2018 

Beatrice Newman, parent of Sylvia Glazer 

4/6/2018 

Adolph Cohen, parent of Milton Cohen 

4/7/2018 

Wallace Rifkin, parent of Lawrence Rifkin 

4/8/2018 

Annette Goldstein, parent of Martin 

Goldstein 

4/9/2018 

Marlene Goldstein, parent of Marianne 

Jaffe 

4/11/2018 

Eleanor Crystal, parent of Sarah Erwich 

Dorothy Stein, parent of Frederick Stein 
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4/13/2018 

Virginia Myers, parent of Rachelle Cooper 

Eleanor Wernick, parent of Bobbi Geisser 

Florence Zinn Krantz, grandmother of 

Elyse Krantz 

Lawrence Rosenberg, parent of Mark 

Rosenberg 

4/14/2018 

Jeffrey Rosenberg, father of Adam 

Rosenberg 

4/15/2018 

Lorraine Shapiro, mother of Susan Caplan 

Norma Davis, parent of Linda Hershman 

Lillie Klein, cousin of Madeline 

Tannenbaum 

4/16/2018 

Isadore Miller, parent of Susan Friedman 

Eugene Ehrlich, parent  of Vicki Levinson 

4/19/2018 

Irving Sapper, sibling of Philip Sapper 

4/21/2018 

Sadie Warshaw, grandparent of Wendy 

Firtel 

Allan Mittenthal, uncle of Debbie Kohan 

Allan Mittenthal, brother of Ray 

Mittenthal 

Abraham Sapper, father of Philip Sapper 

4/22/2018 

Martin Shapiro, father of Susan Caplan 

Trudy Minkin, parent of Larry Erwich 

Robert Haskes, father of Charles Haskes 

Martha Stitzer, parent of ordan Stitzer 

4/23/2018 

Ruth Holskin, parent of Patti Stern 

4/23/2018 

Fay Feldman, parent of Madeline 

Tannenbaum 

4/24/2018 

Stephen Kampf, sibling of Andrew Kampf 

Harold Maleman, parent of Brenda Leafe 

Rose Maleman, parent of Brenda Leafe 

4/26/2018 

Ida Friedman, remembered by Jeffrey 

Friedman 

4/27/2018 

Katherine Berman, wife of Christopher 

Berman 

Bronia Rosenblatt, mother of Edward 

Rosenblatt 

4/28/2018 

Joseph Kagan, father of Diane Goldstein 

4/29/2018 

Helen Levine, aunt of Leslie Rosenfield 

If you would like to include a loved one in our Yahrzeit list, please email Cynthia with 

their name, relationship, date of passing and whether it was before or after sundown. 
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3rd graders making Matzah… 
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Cemetery Information 

Congregants who have questions regarding the purchase of plots, use, rules and regulations 

of Temple Beth David’s Cemetery should call David Berger, at 203-272-4144(office) or 203-

271-1974 (home). 

 

Temple Beth David Bulletin 

3 Main Street 

Cheshire, CT 06410 

(203) 272-0037 

Published monthly - except for a combined issue of July/August 

Deadlines are the 15th of the month.  

Please e-mail articles to: bulletin@tbdcheshire.org 

Temple Beth David is affiliated with the Union for Reform Judaism http://urj.org/ 
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