
 

President’s Speech - Kol Nidre 18 Sept 2018 

It is an honour to address you tonight as President of NSTE and to be following in the footsteps of so 

many remarkable leaders - some of whom I have the pleasure of seeing tonight and others who are no 

longer with us but whom we lovingly remember. 

I am excited to step forward for this community, as they did, and I feel very fortunate to be part of such 

a unified team of fellow Board members and clergy.  

NSTE is currently in the midst of ‘Building Our Future’ with renovations to the Max Joseph Building 

coming along beautifully. Your generosity in response to the Capital Appeal has been truly inspiring and 

a clear vote of confidence in the future of NSTE. Work is sufficiently advanced that we held our young 

families’ service in that space last week and will do so again tomorrow morning. We hope to complete 

the major works well before the end of the year and look forward to enjoying a vibrant, refreshed, and 

integrated campus that many generations will be proud to call home.  

What makes our campus a Jewish home, however, is more than just the brick-and-mortar buildings. It is 

the spirit of what we do in and around these buildings, how we give life to our values and create 

community, that make our “house” a “home”.  

Our Shabbat services are warm and uplifting, and often include family celebrations and guest speakers 

who share their unique wisdom. We have “Hands Free Tefilah” on Friday nights and “Bagels & Brachas” 

on Shabbat mornings - services specially crafted to encourage the participation of young families. It is so 

delightful to see the little ones standing next to Rabbi Nicole in front of the congregation -hanging on 

her every word and copying her moves as she bows for “Barchu” and covers her eyes for the “Shma”. 

Our “Teen Torah Tag Team” leads prayers and reads from the Torah on a regular basis. A recent group 

included 10 teens- a whole minyan of post b’nei mitzvah kids- leading a Shabbat morning service. How 

awesome is that? 

Our Festival services range from the traditional to the creative. We built a new Succah in the Isaac 

Givorshner Courtyard last year and held one of our fabulous Kitchen Krew dinners under its leafy 

canopy. The sukkah was beautifully decorated and filled to capacity.  On Pesach we held a meaningful 

and contemporary seder and chanted Shirat HaYam, the Song at the Sea, by the actual Sea at the beach.  

And on Purim the Australian Human Rights Commissioner Edward Santow, debated our very own Rabbi 

Nicole on the controversial topic of “which is the greater Jewish food, latkes or hamantaschen?” 

At NSTE we hold informal and formal education opportunities for all ages, literally starting at birth 

through Playgroup, the Apples & Honey Preschool, Meah Hebrew & Religion School, B’nei Mitzvah and 

post-B’nei Mitzvah programs and Adult Education programs on Shabbat and festivals.   



 
Netzer engagement is tremendous amongst NSTE families with 52 out of 118 participants at the last 

Sydney winter camp coming from families affiliated with NSTE, and with 3 NSTE members on the current 

senior leadership team. 

Our Meah Hebrew and Religion School is a treasure, with about 70 children from school years K to 7 

coming together to connect to Jewish heritage, understand Jewish holidays, learn modern Hebrew and 

make lifelong Jewish friends. 

I am amazed at how much we do here having worked on our programming committee over the last 3 

years and having been a member of NSTE for 20 years. Personally, Paul and I have experienced so many 

magical moments like the naming ceremonies for both our girls presided over by Rabbi Lampert, 

delivering mishloach manot to the elderly at Purim, my wearing a tallit and reading from the torah for 

the first time and being a “mum taxi” for Netzer activities. Perhaps that was not so magical but our 

daughters’ Netzer involvement ultimately inspired me to join the NSTE Board, so there was certainly 

some magic involved in that too. 

NSTE continues to strengthen the bonds within our communal family through our Community Wellbeing 

Program. Our Rabbis, Cantor, staff, and volunteers offer special support for people in times of need. 

There are many phone calls, visits, car rides and delivery of lovingly prepared meals and shiva platters. 

There are also calls to acknowledge significant life “milestones” and just to “check in.” In the lead up to 

Rosh Hashana, gifts were prepared by our staff and hand delivered by 20 volunteers to “85 over 85” -- 

that is to 85 people aged 85 years and over.    

On the social side of things, “Boomers & Beyond” come together for popular film nights, bush walks, and 

bus outings, as well as regular book club meetings and discussion groups.   

Jews For Social Action (JSA) continue a hands-on approach to Tikkun Olam (repairing the world), 

including a new initiative in the past year of collecting goods for people in need inspired by the themes 

of each of the Jewish festivals.  

NSTE also partners with the wider Jewish community on initiatives such as the Jewish Suicide Prevention 

Strategy and the “Go North” campaign.  

Through this range and diversity of activity we strive to nourish the varied ways that each of us -as 

individuals -express our Judaism. Woven together, these strands give life to our shared values and 

create community, making our “house” a “home”--a home where everyone feels at ease being who they 

are, knows they are valued, and feels supported and nurtured by their Temple family. 

For NSTE to maintain this level of activity and have such impact on so many lives, we depend heavily on 

your financial support. It is not easy asking for help. In an ideal world we would be blessed with a new 



 
year in which we would never lack and would never need to ask. Asking is especially difficult when I 

know how generous you have been in support of our renovations. But here is the thing- donations for 

our building renovation project can only be applied to the building works, and even though we continue 

to streamline operations and are attentive to our finances, membership fees only cover half of our day-

to-day operating costs.  We rely on fundraising like the Kol Nidre Appeal in order to maintain the 

programming and services which so many enjoy and upon which many depend. 

In other words, maintaining a home requires more than building the house itself. 

So I ask that you support our Kol Nidre Appeal of 2018. Whatever the amount of your contribution, you 

can be sure that it will have a direct impact on a person in our community. Your donation, of any size, is 

valued and greatly appreciated. 

 

I wish you all Gmar chatimah tovah  

May the coming year bring blessing to you and your families 

 

 

 

 


