
Jews for Social Action (JSA) – 2018 Report 
 
JSA’s team of dedicated volunteers continued to organise a range of projects in 2018: 
 
Refugees and asylum-seekers 

- Seven teams (with at least three volunteers in each team) provided and served lunches 
almost every Tuesday at the Asylum Seekers Centre (ASC).  This project has been running 
for over fifteen years.   

- JSA volunteers also assisted with lunches at Settlement Services International (SSI). 
- JSA volunteers took groups of adults and children from the ASC and SSI to the Australian 

Maritime Museum and Manly Aquarium.  

- We participated in the Confined Hearts Project, an initiative of the Uniting Church with the 
support of Willoughby Council to highlight the humanity of refugees  
 

- Indigenous community support 

- The Early Support Aboriginal Literacy Project aims to help Aboriginal children raise the level 
of their literacy before they progress too far in the school system. Fifteen volunteer tutors and 
two volunteer coordinators supported 15 students at five primary schools from Ryde to Mt 
Colah. A workshop was held for the tutors and an end-of-year picnic for the students, their 
families, the tutors and Aboriginal members of two Local Aboriginal Education Consultative 
Groups and the Dept of Education.  We are grateful to CatholicCare for funding support for 
the workshop and the picnic. This project has been running for fourteen years and has 
assisted over 50 students at 21 schools.  

- JSA’s 11
th
 Guringai Festival “Aboriginal Experience” presented Dr Christine Evans, Chief 

Education Officer, Aboriginal Education, NSW Education Standards Authority, speaking about 
the representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures in NSW 
school syllabuses.  

- Consignments of Australian Geographic magazines and knitted dolls for young children were 
collected and sent to seven aboriginal community schools in remote WA, NSW and Northern 
Territory three times last year and were very well received. This project has been running for 
over ten years. 
 

On NSTE Campus and beyond 

- Co-ordinated by JSA and supported by Willoughby Council, Scotts Creek Creekcare involves 
a team undertaking creek care work each month along the banks of Scotts Creek, which flows 
from the temple grounds to Middle Harbour. Tashlich in 2018 was held at Muston Park where 
we have been working.  

- To encourage young people to get involved in tikkun olam, the Bar and Batmitzvah class of 
2018 was introduced to kiva, a program of micro loans to those in need globally, with a 
demonstration and funds for the class to make several loans. 

- Mitzvah Day on 18 November 2018 involved the NSTE community donating and wrapping 
gifts, making bracelets and sorting clothes to be distributed to Mary’s House, women’s refuge 
in Naremburn and through partner charities of Mummies Paying it Forward. Meah students 
were involved by writing cards to accompany the gifts.  

- The livracha program ran for its first full year, enabling the NSTE community to share the 
blessings of each Festival with WEAVE in South Sydney (Purim), Salvation Army Youth 
Support Program (Pesach), local women’s shelters (Shavuot) and Asylum Seekers Centre 
(Chanukah). 

- Dorothy Hodinott AO, then Principal Holroyd High School gave an inspiring talk about human 
rights in the classroom as part of the I Speak my Mind series. 

- In collaboration with Roseville Uniting Church JSA organised a screening of Food Fighter 
followed by a Q and A with Ronni Kahn AO, Founder and CEO of OzHarvest highlighting the 
global issue of food waste. 
 

Access, inclusion and inter-faith activities 

- JSA worked with Rabbi Nicole, Netzer and other groups to improve inclusion and access at 
NSTE. 

 
Thank you to those in JSA and the NSTE community who have contributed their time and efforts to 
our social justice programs. 


