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PARASHAT VAYEITZEI – “THE REAL HOUSEWIVES OF CHARAN” 

12 Kislev 5781 

A.  Commanded to “Love” three times – but not romantic love. 

1.  Love your neighbor.  “You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against 

your countryman. You shall love your neighbor/fellow as yourself; I am 

Adonai. (Lev./Vayikra 19:18.) 

2.  Love the Stranger.  “The stranger who resides with you shall be to you as 

one of your citizens; you shall love him as yourself, for you were stranger in the 

land of Egypt; I am Adonai your G-d.” (Lev./Vayikra 19:34.) 

3. Love G-d. “Hear, O Israel! The Adonai is our G-d, the Adonai alone.  You 

shall love Adonai your G-d with all your heart, with all your soul and with all 

your might.  These words which I command you today shall be upon your 

heart…” (Deut./Devarim 6:4-6.) 
 

"And Rabbi Halbo says:  A person is must always be careful about sustaining 

the honor of his wife, as blessing is found in a person's house only because of 

his wife." (Bava Metzia 59a.) 

B. Jacob Falls in Love & Marries Two Sisters 

“When he [Jacob] had stayed with him [Laban] a month’s time, Laban said to 

Jacob, “Just because you are a kinsman, should you serve me for nothing? Tell 

me, what shall your wages be?” Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the 

older one was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. Leah had weak 

eyes; Rachel was shapely and beautiful. Jacob loved Rachel; so he answered, 

“I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.”  

“Laban said, “Better that I give her to you than that I should give her to an 

outsider. Stay with me.” So Jacob served seven years for Rachel and they 

seemed to him but a few days because of his love for her. Then Jacob said to 

Laban, “Give me my wife, for my time is fulfilled, that I may cohabit with her.”  

“And Laban gathered all the people of the place and made a feast. When 

evening came, he took his daughter Leah and brought her to him; and he 

cohabited with her. --Laban had given his maidservant Zilpah to his daughter 

Leah as her maid.--When morning came, there was Leah! So he said to Laban, 

“What is this you have done to me? I was in your service for Rachel! Why did 
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you deceive me?” Laban said, “It is not the practice in our place to marry off 

the younger before the older. Wait until the bridal week of this one is over and 

we will give you that one too, provided you serve me another seven years.”  

“Jacob did so; he waited out the bridal week of the one [Leah], and then he 

[Laban] gave him [Jacob] his [Laban’s] daughter Rachel as wife. --Laban had 

given his maidservant Bilhah to his daughter Rachel as her maid.-- And Jacob 

cohabited with Rachel also; indeed, he loved Rachel more than Leah. And he 

served him another seven years.  

“The LORD saw that Leah was hated and He opened her womb; but Rachel 

was barren. Leah conceived and bore a son, and named him Reuben; for she 

declared, “It means: ‘The LORD has seen my affliction’; it also means: ‘Now 

my husband will love me.’” She conceived again and bore a son, and declared, 

“This is because the LORD heard that I was hated and has given me this one 

also”; so she named him Simeon. Again she conceived and bore a son and 

declared, “This time my husband will become attached to me, for I have borne 

him three sons.” Therefore he was named Levi. She conceived again and bore a 

son, and declared, “This time I will praise the LORD.” Therefore she named 

him Judah. Then she stopped bearing.” (Gen./Breisheit 29:14-35.) 

ים׃ ֶדש ָיִמִֽ ו ח ִ֥ ִֶ֥שב ִעמִ֖ ָתה ַוי  י ָאָ֑ י ּוְבָשִרִ֖ ְך ַעְצִמִ֥ ן ַאַ֛ אֶמר לוֹ֙ ָלָבָ֔ ב (טו)  (יד) ַוי ֹּ֤ אֶמר ָלָבןֹ֙ ְלַיֲעק ָ֔ ַוי ֹּ֤  

י ַמה־ַמְשכְֻּרֶתִֽ  יָדה ִלִ֖ ִני ִחָנָ֑ם ַהִגִ֥ ָתה ַוֲעַבְדַתִ֖ י ַאָ֔ ָלהֹ֙  ָך׃ֲהִכי־ָאִחִ֣ ם ַהְגד  ֹּ֤ ות ש  י ָבנָ֑ ִ֣ ן ְשת  (טז) ּוְלָלָבִ֖  
ל׃ ִֽ ם ַהְקַטָנִ֖ה ָרח  ִ֥ ה ְוש  ָאָ֔ ה ְיַפת ל  ְיָתָ֔ לֹ֙ ָהִֽ ות ְוָרח  ה ַרכָ֑ ָאִ֖ ִ֥י ל  ינ  ה׃ (יז) ְוע  ַאר ִויַפִ֥ת ַמְרֶאִֽ (יח) ־ת ִ֖  

ל ִבְתָךִ֖ ַהְקַטָנִֽה׃  ִ֥ ים ְבָרח  ַבע ָשִנָ֔ ֱעָבְדָךֹ֙ ֶשִ֣ ֶ אֶמר אִֽ ל ַוי ֹּ֗ ָ֑ ב ֶאת־ָרח  ב ַיֲעק ִ֖ ן ַוֶיֱאַהִ֥ אֶמר ָלָבֹּ֗ (יט) ַוי ִ֣  

י׃  ה ִעָמִדִֽ ר ְשָבִ֖ ָ֑ יש ַאח  ּה ְלִאִ֣ ָתִ֖ י א  ְך ִמִתִתִ֥ ּה ָלָ֔ ָתִ֣ י א  ַבע(כ) ַוַיעֲ  ֚טוב ִתִתִ֣ ל ֶשִ֣ ִ֖ ב ְבָרח  ד ַיֲעק ַ֛ ב ֹ֧  
ּה׃  ָתִֽ ו א  ים ְבַאֲהָבתִ֖ ים ֲאָחִדָ֔ יָניוֹ֙ ְכָיִמִ֣ ּו ְבע  ים ַוִיְהיֹּ֤ ה ֶאת־  ָשִנָ֑ ב ֶאל־ָלָבןֹ֙ ָהָבִ֣ אֶמר ַיֲעק ֹּ֤ (כא) ַוי ֹּ֨

יָה׃ ֶלִֽ וָאה א  י ְוָאבִ֖ ּו ָיָמָ֑ י ָמְלאִ֖ י ִכִ֥ י ַהמָ  ִאְשִתָ֔ ִ֥ ן ֶאת־ָכל־ַאְנש  ף ָלָבַ֛ ום ַוַיִַ֥עש (כב) ַוֶיֱאס ִ֥ קִ֖  

ה׃ יָה׃ ִמְשֶתִֽ ֶלִֽ א א  יו ַוָיב ִ֖ ָלָ֑ ּה א  ָתִ֖ א א  ִ֥ ו ַוָיב  ה ִבתָ֔ ָאִ֣ ֶרב ַוִיַקחֹ֙ ֶאת־ל  י ָבֶעָ֔ ן (כג) ַוְיִהִ֣ ֹּ֤ (כד) ַוִית   
ה׃ ו ִשְפָחִֽ ה ִבתִ֖ ָאִ֥ ו ְלל  ה ִשְפָחתָ֑ ּה ֶאת־ִזְלָפִ֖ ָאָ֑  ָלָבןֹ֙ ָלָ֔ וא ל  ֶקר ְוִהנ ה־ִהִ֖ י ַבב ָ֔ אֶמר (כה) ַוְיִהִ֣ ה ַוי ִ֣  

ִני׃ ָמה ִרִמיָתִֽ ְך ְוָלִ֖ ְדִתי ִעָמָ֔ לֹ֙ ָעַבִ֣ א ְבָרח  י ֲהל ֹּ֤ יָת ִלָ֔ ן ַמה־ז אתֹ֙ ָעִשִ֣ ן ל א־  ֶאל־ָלָבֹּ֗ אֶמר ָלָבָ֔ (כו) ַוי ִ֣

ה׃ ִ֥י ַהְבִכיָרִֽ ה ִלְפנ  ת ַהְצִעיָרִ֖ ִ֥ נּו ָלת  ָ֑ ן ִבְמקומ  ִ֖ ה כ  ה ְלָך   י ָעֶשִ֥ את ְוִנְתָנֹּ֨ ַע ז ָ֑ ִ֣ ִ֖א ְשבֻּ  ַגם־ֶאת־ (כז) ַמל 
ות׃  רִֽ ים ֲאח  ַבע־ָשִנִ֥ וד ֶשִֽ י עִ֖ ד ִעָמִדָ֔ ר ַתֲעב ִ֣ ָדהֹ֙ ֲאֶשִ֣ את ַבֲעב  א  ז ֹּ֗ ִ֖ ן ַוְיַמל  בֹ֙ כ ָ֔ (כח) ַוַיַֹּ֤עש ַיֲעק   

ה׃  ו ְלִאָשִֽ ו לִ֥ ל ִבתִ֖ ִ֥ ו ֶאת־ָרח  את ַוִיֶתן־לַ֛ ַע ז ָ֑ ִ֣ ה  ְשבֻּ ו ֶאת־ִבְלָהִ֖ ל ִבתָ֔ ִ֣ ן ָלָבןֹ֙ ְלָרח  ֹּ֤ (כט) ַוִית   

ה׃  ּה ְלִשְפָחִֽ ו ָלִ֖ וד ִשְפָחתָ֑ ו עִ֖ ד ִעמָ֔ ה ַוַיֲעב ִ֣ ָאָ֑ ל ִמל  ִ֖ ם־ֶאת־ָרח  ב ַגִֽ ל ַוֶיֱאַהִ֥ (ל) ַוָיב אֹ֙ ַגִ֣ם ֶאל־ָרח ָ֔  
ות׃  רִֽ ים ֲאח  ַבע־ָשִנִ֥ ה׃  ֶשִֽ ל ֲעָקָרִֽ ִ֖ ּה ְוָרח  ח ֶאת־ַרְחָמָ֑ ה ַוִיְפַתִ֖ ָאָ֔ ה ל  י־ְשנּוָאִ֣ (לא) ַוַיְַֹּּ֤֤רא ְיהָוהֹ֙ ִכִֽ  

ה(לב) וַ  י ַעָתִ֖ י ִכִ֥ ה ְיהָוהֹ֙ ְבָעְנִיָ֔ י־ָרָאֹּ֤ ה ִכִֽ ְמָרֹּ֗ י ָאִֽ ן ִכִ֣ ָ֑ ו ְראּוב  א ְשמִ֖ ן ַוִתְקָרִ֥ ֶלד ב ָ֔ ִ֣ ָאהֹ֙ ַות  ַהר ל  ַתֹּ֤  

י׃ ִני ִאיִשִֽ ִכי ַוִיֶתן־ִלִ֖  ֶיֱאָהַבִ֥ ה ָאנ ָ֔ י־ְשנּוָאִ֣ ע ְיהָוהֹ֙ ִכִֽ י־ָשַמֹּ֤ אֶמר ִכִֽ ֒ן ַות ֹּ֗ ֶלד ב  ִ֣ ַהר עו֮ד ַות  י(לג) ַוַתִ֣  
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ון׃  ו ִשְמעִֽ א ְשמִ֖ ַעםֹ֙ ִיָלֶוֹּ֤ה ִאיִשיֹ֙  ַגם־ֶאת־ֶזָ֑ה ַוִתְקָרִ֥ ה ַהַפֹ֙ אֶמר ַעָתֹּ֤ ֒ן ַות ֹּ֗ ֶלד ב  ִ֣ ַהר עו֮ד ַות  (לד) ַוַתִ֣  
י׃  ִוִֽ ו ל  א־ְשמִ֖ ן ָקָרִֽ ִ֥ ים ַעל־כ  ה ָבִנָ֑ ו ְשֹלָשִ֣ ְדִתי לִ֖ י־ָיַלִ֥ י ִכִֽ ַלָ֔ ן ַות ֹ֙  א  ֶלד ב ֹּ֗ ִ֣ וד ַות  ַהר ע  אֶמרֹ֙ (לה) ַוַתֹּ֨  

ֶדת׃  ד ִמֶלִֽ ַתֲעמ ִ֖ ה ַוִֽ ו ְיהּוָדָ֑ ה ְשמִ֖ ן ָקְרָאִ֥ ַ֛ ה ַעל־כ  ה ֶאת־ְיהָוָ֔ ַעםֹ֙ אוֶדִ֣  ַהַפֹ֙

C.  A Few Obvious Parallels 

1.  Charan and Uncle Laban’s house is “the” place to meet your wife; both for 

Isaac and Jacob. Water wells for livestock (camels in the case of Rivka; sheep 

in the case of Rachel) are apparently a good meeting spot. 

2.  The younger Jacob tricks his blind father (who therefore lives in the dark) into 

giving him the blessing meant for the older Esau; Laban tricks Jacob in the 

dark into taking the older Leah instead of the younger Rachel. 

D.  Really?  Jacob didn’t know it was Leah?! 

1.  Rachel knew and was in on it. 

“What was the modesty shown by Rachel? It is as it is written: “And Jacob told 

Rachel that he was her father’s brother, and that he was Rebecca’s son” 

[Genesis 29:12]. It may be asked: Was he, Jacob, in fact her father’s brother? 

But wasn’t he the son of her father’s sister?  

“Rather, it must be understood that when Jacob met Rachel, he said to her: Will 

you marry me? She said to him: Yes, but my father, Laban, is a swindler, and 

you will not be able to outwit him. Jacob alleviated her fears, as he said to her 

that he is her father’s brother, referring not to their familial affiliation but rather 

to his ability to deal with her father on his level, as if to say: I am his brother in 

deception. She said to him: But is it really permitted for the righteous to be 

involved in deception? He said to her: Yes, it is permitted when dealing with 

deceptive individuals, as the verse states: “With the pure you will show yourself 

pure, and with the perverse you will show yourself subtle” [II Samuel 22:27], 

indicating that one should deal with others in the manner appropriate for their 

personality.  

“Jacob then said to her: What is the deception that he will plan to carry out and 

I should be prepared for? Rachel said to him: I have a sister who is older than I, 

and he will not marry me off before her, and will try to give you her in my 

place. So Jacob gave her certain distinguishing signs that she should use to 

indicate to him that she was actually Rachel and not her sister.  



4 
 

“When the wedding night arrived, and Laban planned to switch the sisters, 

Rachel said to herself: Now my sister will be embarrassed, for Jacob will ask 

her for the signs and she will not know them. So she gave them to her. And this 

is as it is written: “And it came to pass, that in the morning, behold, it was 

Leah” [Genesis 29:25]. Does this imply by inference that until now she was not 

Leah? Rather, due to the distinguishing signs that Rachel had given to Leah, he 

did not know until now, when it was light outside, that she was Leah. 

Therefore, Rachel merited that Saul should descend from her, due to her act of 

modesty in not revealing to Jacob that she had shown the signs to Leah.” 

(Gemara to Megilla 13b) 

2.  Jacob was drunk.  It was dark and this occurred immediately after coming 

from Laban’s “feast.”  The Hebrew “mishteh,” translated as feast, literally 

means “drinking party.” 

“Laban gathered all the men of the area and had a “mishteh” – unlike Abraham 

who gave his guests food to eat, or Lot, regarding whom it says “he made them 

a drinking party and cooked unleavened bread and they ate.” Instead, [Laban] 

had only a mishteh, whose main item is wine, in order to get [Jacob] drunk, so 

that he would not know if [it] was Rachel or Leah.” ( R. Joseph Karo, Toldot 

Yitzhak) 

3.  Jacob was simple.  The Haggadah text describes four sons: wise, wicked, 

too young to know how to ask, and “simple” or “tam.” Jacob is described in 

Parashat Toldot (last week) as “tam”, though JPS translates it as “mild”. 

“When the boy grew up, Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the outdoors; 

but Jacob was a mild man who stayed in camp.” [literally dwelt in tents, 

perhaps signifying his occupation as a shepherd.] (Gen./Bresheit 25:27) 

E. Is the surface beauty of Rachel really what Jacob saw? 

 

“Rabbi Shimon ben Gamaliel said: There were no days of joy in Israel greater 

than the fifteenth of Av and Yom Kippur. On these days the daughters of 

Jerusalem would go out in borrowed white garments in order not to shame any 

one who had none. All these garments required immersion. The daughters of 

Jerusalem came out and danced in the vineyards. What would they say? Young 

man, lift up your eyes and see what you choose for yourself. Do not set your 

eyes on beauty but set your eyes on the family…” (Taannit 26b) 
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“What a rare find is a capable wife! Her worth is far beyond that of rubies.  

Her husband puts his confidence in her, And lacks no good thing.  

She is good to him, never bad, All the days of her life.  

She looks for wool and flax, And sets her hand to them with a will.  

She is like a merchant fleet, Bringing her food from afar.  

She rises while it is still night, And supplies provisions for her household, The 

daily fare of her maids.  

She sets her mind on an estate and acquires it; She plants a vineyard by her own 

labors.  She girds herself with strength, And performs her tasks with vigor.  

She sees that her business thrives; Her lamp never goes out at night.  

She sets her hand to the distaff; Her fingers work the spindle.  

She gives generously to the poor; Her hands are stretched out to the needy.  

She is not worried for her household because of snow, For her whole household 

is dressed in crimson.  

She makes covers for herself; Her clothing is linen and purple.  

Her husband is prominent in the gates, As he sits among the elders of the land.  

She makes cloth and sells it, And offers a girdle to the merchant.  

She is clothed with strength and splendor; She looks to the future cheerfully.  

Her mouth is full of wisdom, Her tongue with kindly teaching.  

She oversees the activities of her household And never eats the bread of 

idleness.  Her children declare her happy; Her husband praises her:  

“Many women have done well, But you surpass them all.”  

Grace is deceptive, Beauty is illusory; It is for her fear of the LORD That a 

woman is to be praised.  

Extol her for the fruit of her hand, And let her works praise her in the gates.” 

(“Eshet Chayil”, Prov. 31:10-31.)  

 


