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Join us for Friday Night Shabbat Services! 
Every Friday at 6:45PM 

Tot Shabbat - 3rd Friday at 6:00PM 
Final Friday Dinner - Last Friday of month after services 

Join us every Saturday Morning for Torah Study  

& Bagels at 9:00 am followed by Shabbat Morning 

Service at 10:00 am (when a minyan is present) 

See page 3 for more information! 
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From the Desk of out-going Board President 

Kimberly Olker 

As I sit here writing this summer newsletter article, I just realized that this is my last day as 

Temple Or Rishon president. It has been an honor and a privilege to hold this position for 

the last two years.  I have done my best to lead and work together with the board of 

Trustees and represent the congregation. 
 

I want to sincerely thank those who have volunteered to serve on the board with me 

these last two years, including those who have completed their terms: Shelly Koumelis, 

Jenifer Jacobs, Mark Silber and Greg Konkoff, and those continuing to serve in the upcoming year: Marc 

Dubin, Rachel Wallace and Steve Fassler. I truly appreciate all your dedication, your input and your teamwork.  
 

I want to further acknowledge three specific board members from the last two years. Thank you, Doug Robins, 

for your guidance and direction as the immediate Past President and as my friend. You’ve always been a 

great sounding board for me! Thank you, Susan Stieber, for your commitment and partnership as my Vice 

President. I look forward to serving on the board as immediate Past President under your direction in the 

coming year.  Thank you, Bill Sloan, for re-joining the board to help us with the finances. It meant the world to 

me that you would come back into such a time-consuming and difficult role to “ensure my success” during my 

terms as President.  
 

Thank you also to Rabbi Rabishaw for your continued friendship and your guidance these 

last two years. It has been a pleasure working together & growing with a shared 

commitment to TOR.  
 

Last but not least, thank you to Mary Frank... for being an amazing administrator/educator 

& the best “Super Jew” I know! You’ve been there for me in many capacities and I will 

always appreciate your positive spirit, your tireless energy, your guidance and your 

friendship.  
 

During this last month, I had a wonderful time with the Mitzvah committee serving the 

homeless with the Gathering Inn. This is such a wonderful group of giving people. Your 

commitment to helping others is inspiring! 
 

I have also enjoyed checking 

Facebook for the many images 

posted from our TOR/Tahoe group on the Israel trip. I was 

living vicariously through them as they posted pictures from 

Jerusalem, The Dead Sea, the Golan Heights, Masada... 

and even Eilat and Petra! Thank you all for sharing with us! 
 

I hope you are all enjoying your summer and spending 

time with your family! Please remember that we have a 

camping trip scheduled this August 16-18, Shabbat in the 

Sierra! Join us! 

Todah Rabah 

תודה רבה   
 

 

The Temple Or Rishon choir is gearing up for the 

High Holy Days!  
If you have an interest in bringing your voice to our services and want 

to find out more about becoming a member of our choir please 

contact Carol Gunnerson at joyfulsong47@gmail.com.  

Rehearsals will take place on Wednesdays this year.  

Contact Carol for more information.  

mailto:joyfulsong47@gmail.com
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Sh’loshim - We Remember 

Rosalind Cherney 

Mother of Judy Cherney 

James Cook 

Son-in-Law of Judy Schachtel 

Marian Dean 

Mother of Michael Dean 

Seymour “Sy” Dordick 

Friend and mentor of Paul Spector 

Joy Gunnerson 

Mother of Mark Gunnerson 

Silvia Marcus Rotman 

Grandmother of Avi Steiner Shakked 

Saul Sherman 

Cousin of Linda Carsman 

Stuart Sherman 

Cousin of Linda Carsman 

Harvey Wolfson 

Cousin of Cary Greenberg 
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Mitzvah Network 

 
Do you have a desire to… 

 

 - Console the bereaved. Our Bereavement 

committee assists families who have experienced the 

loss of a loved one by coordinating meals, shiva 

minyans, and other needs. 

Information: Beth Fassler  (916)791-4789 or Kathy 

Sloan (916)789-4577 

 

 -  Care for the sick. Reach out to members who are ill 

or have recently had surgery.  

Information: Pearl Cohen  (916)472-6166 

 

 -  Feed the hungry. Contribute to our food closet 

through donations and volunteering your time to 

organize our space. Join other temple members as we 

serve meals for homeless and needy at the Gathering 

Inn. 

To help feed the homeless at the Gathering Inn, 

contact: Sheryl Bane  (916) 632-8404 

To help with the food closet, call Rikki in the 

temple office: (916)988-4100 

 

 -  Show caring and compassion for our homebound 

seniors. Help with the creation and   delivery of holiday 

gift baskets.  

Information: Vivian Marguleas  (916) 771-2041  

 

 - Contribute to our Temple community. Volunteer to 

host an additional Oneg, lend a hand in the  temple 

office; become a key holder to assist in opening and 

closing the temple for Shabbat services; become a 

substitute teacher or tutor for our religious/Hebrew 

school, and much more! 

Information: Mary Frank (916)988-4100 

Writers' Group 

2nd Sunday at 10:30am 

The Writers' Group is open to 

all aspiring and 

accomplished writers.  

Contact Carol Catinari for more 

information.  

carolcatinari@gmail.com 

J.A.C.S.   
Tuesday,  August 20th 

6:30pm to 7:30pm 

Temple Or Rishon 

J.A.C.S is based on the 12 steps of Alcoholics 

Anonymous with a Jewish focus. This program offers 

experience, strength and hope for those with 

addictions, such as alcohol, narcotics, food, or 

gambling; any addiction that contributes to making 

one’s life unmanageable, AND families who are   

experiencing the effects of their loved one’s disease. 

Confidential and Anonymous 

Contact the office for more information. 916-988-4100  

Temple Or Rishon Jewish Book Club (JBook)        

4th Monday of the Month at 7pm 

  All of our meetings are at Temple Or Rishon. 

July 22:    Memento Park by Mark Sarvas  

Aug  26:    T he Immortalist: by Chloe Benjamin  

Sept 23     The Tattooist of Auschwitz by Heather Morris 

Oct 28:      Eternal LIfe by Dara Horn 

 Everyone is welcome, even if you haven’t read the 

book.  We have great noshes and we love 

shmoozing – about the books and all kinds of other 

things. 

Call Alison Braverman at 916-806-8133, email =     

alcinp1@aol.com for more information. 

 

Use Scrip For All Your Shopping and Gifts! 

The TOR scrip box is now carrying Amazon gift cards 

in $50 & $100 denominations. Available stock will 

depend on need. Also, if not already a 

TOR smile.amazon.com participant, please sign up 

(instructions on the TOR website under Support) so 

TOR gets another automatic contribution (does NOT 

cost more). 

As always, check and cash accepted for 

purchase of the gift cards  
Use them as gifts and support TOR in the process! 

Questions? Contact your Scrip Coordinator:  

Cecily Kane at 916-969-5936 or  

chcoholic@hotmail.com 

Scrip can be purchased in the Temple Office  

during office hours. 

Thank you for supporting TOR! 

mailto:carolcatinari@gmail.com
mailto:alcinp1@aol.com
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Bereavement Fund 

Karen Keys - In memory of James Keys 

Building Beautification/Yahrzeit Fund 

Ira and Janice Rothman - In memory of the yahrzeit of William 

Fleishman 

Educator’s Discretionary Fund 

Jerrold and Anna Lee Braunstein - In memory of the yahrzeit of 

Jacob and Gussie Greenberg 

Carol Catinari - In honor of Nora Newman's graduation and 

exceptional accomplishments 

Karen Keys - In honor of Ariella Faith Frey-Skinner’s baby naming 

Calvin and Linda Sachs - In memory of Sol Sachs 

Marylee Silverman - In memory of James Keys  

Marylee Silverman - In memory of the yahrzeit of Louis Winer 

Larry and Susan Stieber - In memory of the yahrzeit of Jacqueline 

Manne Klayman 

Endowment Fund 

Michael and Marlene Smith - In memory of Joy Gunnerson 

Michael and Marlene Smith- In memory of Marian Dean 

Michael and Marlene Smith - In memory of the yahrzeits of Lillian & 

Aron Berg and Rosa & Jacob Keyak 

Michael, Marlene and Adam Smith - In memory of the yahrzeit of 

Karl Keyak 

General Fund 

Carol Catinari - In memory of Marian Dean 

Harry and Pearl Cohen - In memory of the yahrzeit of Louis Cohen 

and Irving Bernstein 

Harry and Pearl Cohen - In honor of Arnold Victor and Marilyn 

Shatz 

Harry and Pearl Cohen - In honor of Rabbi Rabishaw’s 10 years of 

service 

Leon Cohen - In memory of the yahrzeit of Ronna Cohen 

Pearl Cox - In memory of the yahrzeit of her mother and father 

Neil and Lisa Harris - In memory of Joy Gunnerson 

Neil and Lisa Harris - In memory of Marian Dean 

David, Linda, Jon and Robbie Gordon - In loving memory of 

Jerome Gordon 

Evelyn Kristal - In memory of the yahrzeit of Ben Geller and Anna 

Geller 

Ashley and Sheila Lipshutz - In memory of the yahrzeit of Jechiel 

Feingold 

Ashley and Sheila Lipshutz - In memory of the yahrzeit of Rose 

Feingold 

Orith N. Moses - Donation 

Eugene and Malvina Nisman - In memory of the yahrzeit of Betty 

Nisman 

David and Fran Oney - In memory of the yahrzeit of Irving and 

Esther Schultz 

Jere and Susan Schlossberg - In memory of the yahrzeit of Irving 

Schlossberg, Mary Marcus and Max Marcus 

Bill and Kathy Sloan - In memory of Marian Dean 

Larry and Susan Stieber - In memory of Marian Dean 

Larry and Susan Stieber - In memory of Joy Gunnerson 

Richard and Rhea Sweet - In memory of the yahrzeit of Hy Sweet 

Richard and Sue Trachtenberg - In memory of the yahrzeits of 

Alexander and Ann Bock 

Robin Ubl-Orack - Donation 

Lucinda Calvo - In memory of the yahrzeit of Flora Calvo 

Kitchen Fund 

Michael, Marlene and Adam Smith - In memory of the yahrzeit of 

Margaret Smith 

Mitzvah/Tzedakah 

Marylee Silverman - In honor of the baby naming of Karen Key’s 

granddaughter, Ariela 

Rabbi Discretionary Fund 

2014 Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class - In honor of Rabbi Rabishaw 

Stephen and Rita Dorris - In appreciation of Dave and Fran Oney 

Jim and Judy Ganulin - In memory of the yahrzeit of Howard 

Ganulin 

Susan Gelerter - Donation 

Marcia Henry - In honor of Rabbi Rabishaw 

Richard and Debra Isaacs - In honor of Rabbi Rabishaw’s 10 years 

of service and our personal thanks for supporting Rachel Isaacs at 

her Bat Mitzvah 10 years ago 

Karen Keys - In memory of James Keys 

Betty Kruger - In memory of the yahrzeit of Barney Kruger 

Sharon Rogoff - In memory of James Keys 

William and Kathleen Sloan - Donation 

Larry and Susan Stieber - In memory of James Keys 

Arnold Victor - Donation 
 

Scholarship Fund 

Gerald and Linda Carsman - In gratitude of Rabbi Rabishaw’s 

good health and speedy recovery 

Gerald and Linda Carsman - In memory of Saul and Stuart 

Sherman 

Jim and Judy Ganulin - In memory of the yahrzeit of Sidney Landis 

Judith Schachtel - In memory of the yahrzeit of Shula Molad 

Judith Schachtel - In memory of the yahrzeit of Max Schachtel 

Larry and Susan Stieber - In honor of David Wampold’s Birthday 

We Gratefully Acknowledge the Following Donations made in the past weeks:  
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A note from our TASTY President, Megan Wallace  
 

This summer, I am part of the Avodah Program at the Jewish summer 

camp URJ Camp Newman. This program focuses on the importance of 

service, as the Hebrew word “avodah” means “work”. This focus includes 

service to the community, service to self, service to the world, and more. 

As Avodahniks and young members of society, we are obligated to 

inspire change with our service. Our largest project this summer is 

participating in and fundraising for the San Francisco AIDS Walk. 

Despite the social progress we have made in the last few decades, 

many are still discriminated against for being different. Today, many 

people still remain unaware of the prevalent workplace discrimination 

and economic turmoil faced by those afflicted with HIV or AIDS. The 

intense stigma surrounding the disease prevents many from getting the 

help that they need. With more people to inspire change in the world and support those fighting AIDS, it 

becomes more likely that AIDS-based discrimination can be eradicated in the future, along with the disease 

itself. 

Today, approximately 1.1 million people are affected by HIV, and about 15% (1 in 7) are unaware 

they are infected (HIV.gov). Those affected tend to be of lower socioeconomic status and predominantly 

reside in gay or African American communities. 

It is our responsibility, as Jewish people, to carry out acts of tikkun olam, repairing the world, and it is 

our basic responsibility as human beings to help when we know we can make a change. Please donate to 

Avodah 2019 for the San Francisco AIDS Walk and help us create an AIDS-free world. 

You can donate to my official page https://sf.aidswalk.net/meganwallace  or you can donate through 

Venmo @avodah2019.  Donations are tax deductible and can be accepted until August 2nd. 

We thank you for your support. 

Best regards, 

Megan Wallace, TASTY President 

Avodah 2019 

Mazel Tov to our August 2019 B’nai Mitzvah students 

Double Chai Ceramic Tiles! 

Have you painted a tile yet? We are creating a mural on the outside of one of 

our classroom buildings. We would like each member to paint a tile to 

incorporate into the mural. Painting supplies and tiles are available at TOR. Take 

a moment and create something that will last into the future for Temple Or 

Rishon! Tiles can be painted during office hours or during Sunday school.  

Alex Konkoff - August 3rd 

Parshah - Matot-Masei 

Maya Pierce - August 10th 

Parshah - De’varim 

https://sf.aidswalk.net/meganwallace
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Religious School Starts 

September 8th! 

Registration information 

will be available soon 
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Men’s Club meets monthly for social and learning opportunities. They are 

instrumental in working to maintain our facilities and work together to make our 

community events successful. Never been to a meeting? Put the next one on your 

calendar and plan to be there! It’s a great way to get involved and meet new 

people. 
 

Bagel Breakfast Meeting: August 4th at 9am (off campus) 

Poker Night: August 12th at 7pm at Temple Or Rishon 
 

Please contact Mike Prusak at prusakmi96@gmail.com or 916-792-5896 for more information about Men's Club.  

TICVA, (The Israel Civil Voice Alliance), 

meets at the Federation office, once per 

month. Their mission is to foster a respectful 

civil forum in the Jewish community for 

discussion, education and discourse on 

issues central to Israel in a safe and 

welcoming environment. The concept for 

TICVA is to identify contentious issues early, 

confer with community partners, plan for  

quick programs to address the issue, and 

offer a safe place to do it. 

TICVA will also sponsor a workshop on 

religious pluralism in Israel, encompassing 

issues of acceptance of worship and status 

for Jews of all denominations. The 

workshop is planned for December 8th at 

Congregation Beth Shalom. 

 

The JCRC board met on June 19, 2019. The Federation 

gave their report. They are now fund raising for the 

coming year. They raised over $520,000 last year for the 

Camp Fire victims emergency relief campaign. The free 

Jewish books for children program, PJ library, reaches 

more than 1,300 families in the area at an annual cost of 

$80,000. 60% of these families are not affiliated with a 

synagogue which means we are providing their Jewish 

connection and engagement. 

The Sacramento JCRC became a member of JSJR (Jewish Social Justice Roundtable) at the partner level. 

CVHEN (Central Valley Holocaust Educator Network) presented at our meeting.  Their goal is to teach 

teachers how to teach about the Holocaust through many vehicles including out of town workshops. 

We spent a lot of time discussing the California Instruction Quality Commission. Ethnic Studies is slated to 

become a mandatory course for high school graduation. Of significant concern, Jews were not included in 

the Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum while BDS was.  JCRC has rejected the curriculum and are working on a 

response letter. 

TOR along with the Federation and JCRC with be presenting a film on the making of 'Fiddler on the Roof' 

August 25 at 2pm at the Tower Theater in Roseville. Please plan on attending. See page 9 for more details. 

For more information, call Karen Keys at 805-444-0214.   

mailto:prusakmi96@gmail.com
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Temple Or Rishon 

Member of URJ  
(Union for Reform Judaism) 

 

Board of Trustees 2019-2020 
  

Susan Stieber, President  916-434-5489 

 susan.stieber@waxcenter.com 

David Abramowitz, Vice-President 916-417-0538 

 Dps1214@sbcglobal.net  

Steve Fassler, Treasurer  916-947-3399 

 steve.fassler@techevents.biz  

Marc Dubin, Secretary  530-295-7378 

 mdubin@sbcglobal.net  

Ned Cohen    916-768-7200  

 ncohen@yahoo.com  

Cecily Kane    916-969-5936   

 chcoholic@hotmail.com  

Rachel Wallace   916-847-3032 

 wallacefab4@yahoo.com  

 

Alan Rabishaw, Rabbi    916-988-4100 

  

Mary Frank, Educator  916-988-4100 

  

Carol Gunnerson, Cantorial Soloist 916-988-4100 
 

Temple Or Rishon’s website 

www.OrRishon.org 

 

TOR School Website 

www.toreducation.org 

 

Alan Rabishaw, Rabbi 

rabbirabishaw@orrishon.org 

 

Mary Frank, Educator/

Administrator 

mary.frank@orrishon.org 

 

Carol Gunnerson, Cantorial Soloist 

cantorialsoloist@orrishon.org 

 

Rikki Kass, Bookkeeper and Office 

Administrator 

rikki.kass@orrishon.org 

 

Jacob Fefer, Youth Director 

jfefer@sbcglobal.net 

Ad Rates 1 Issue 2 Issues 3 Issues 4 Issues 

1/8 Page $24 $42 $64 $85 

¼ Page $36 $65 $100 $130 

½ Page $54 $100 $148 $190 

Full Page $72 $136 $200 $260 

NEWSLETTER AD RATES 

Temple Or Rishon is located at 7755 Hazel Avenue, Orangevale at the corner of Hazel Avenue and 

Creek Oaks Lane. Temple Office hours are: Tue-Fri, 8:00 AM – 3:30 PM. Closed on Monday.  Shabbat 

Services are held at 6:45 PM every Friday with a catered dinner at 7:45 PM following Shabbat Services 

on the last Friday of the month.  Tot Shabbat services are held from 6:00 to 6:45 PM on the third Friday 

of the month.  Saturday Morning Shabbat Services are held at 10:00 AM with Torah study and bagels 

at 9:00 AM.   

TOR Times is published quarterly (March, June, September, December) by Temple Or Rishon, P.O. Box 857, Orangevale, CA 

95662-0857.  Phone: (916) 988-4100; Fax (916) 988-4229.  The E-mail address for the newsletter and copy is 

office@orrishon.org.  Deadline for submission of articles is the 20th of the month prior to the month of publication.  

Submissions received after the 20th will be considered for publication the following month.  Advertising is welcome and 

must be submitted as a jpeg or PDF file. 

mailto:susan.stieber@waxcenter.com
mailto:Dps1214@sbcglobal.net
mailto:steve.fassler@techevents.biz
mailto:mdubin@sbcglobal.net
mailto:ncohen@yahoo.com
mailto:chcoholic@hotmail.com
mailto:wallacefab4@yahoo.com
http://www.orrishon.org/
http://www.toreducation.org
mailto:rabbi@orrishon.org
file:///C:/Users/Verde Richardson/Documents/Newsletter
file:///C:/Documents and Settings/HP_Administrator/My Documents/Newsletter
mailto:jfefer@sbcglobal.net
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Help at Or Rishon 

There are lots of ways to make an impact at Temple Or Rishon! We are always in need of volunteers to help on 

various committees and in the office. We are currently looking for volunteers in the following areas: 

   Hebrew Teacher   Food Closet Donations  Fundraising Team 

   Key Holders   Kitchen Linens Laundry  Chavurah Lead 

If you are interested in helping, please call Mary at the temple office or email volunteer@orrishon.org 


