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The Talmud teaches that when the Israelites took back the Temple, there was not enough oil with the 
seal of the High Priest on it to light the menorah.   This is even truer in our times, thousands of years 
after the last High Priest.  But a little of that oil and a little of the miracle remain for each generation.  
The vessels for that oil are the mitzvahs we do.  Every time we do a mitzvah, we become connected to 
the light of Torah.  The holiness of the oil is hidden within each of us.  That is the miracle that we 
celebrate at Chanukah – that we are able to bring light through our deeds. 
 
      Sefat Emet 
 
A candle of hope may seem a small thing, but on it the very survival of a civilization may depend. 
 
      Jonathan Sacks 
 
 
Even when a cure does not come, hope itself remains. I cared for a family that waged a long struggle 
with their daughter’s cancer. They pushed on for years with fierce determination. But when it became 
clear that the battle with cancer was lost, they continued to embrace hope.   “We want what God 
deems best,” the mother wrote, But we continue to pray for healing because that is one of the many 
promises available for God’s children.” 
 
Even in death, hope lives on — although it may mean that we have to remake that hope. Little Hayden 
was born perfectly healthy, but at three days old contracted a virus that attacked his heart, doing 
irreparable damage. At age five weeks, the parents needed to let go of their son — but what they 
were not willing to let go of was the promise embodied in that young life. Soon after Hayden’s death, 
they created a foundation to aid the families of other pediatric transplant patients — a foundation 
they’ve named Hayden’s Hope. 
 

     Andrew Bernard 
 

 
We find ourselves in places that we never imagined, in places we’d rather not be.  But wherever we 
are, even the simplest of us can repair the world. 
 
      Nachman of Breslov 
 


