Shabbat Morning 11
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HO’\W FAIR are your tents, O Jacob,
your dwellings, O Israel. : S

1, through Your abundant love, enter Your house;
I bow down in awe at Your holy Temple.

Adonal, 1 love Your temple abode,
the dwelhng—place of Your glory.

T'will humbly bow down low before Adoné,?’m;ﬁ‘Mﬂ{e’r.' -

As for me, may my prayer come to You, Adonai, at a favorable moment;
O God, inYour abundant faithfulness, answer me with Your sure deliverance.

73\9"’!)3 Mahtovu . .. Howfair. .. Numbers 24:5; Psalms 5: 8 26 8, 95; 6 69: 14 Numbers
24:5 is part of the gentﬂe prophet Balaam’s blessmg of Israel. Summoned to curse the invading
Istaelites, he is compelled by God to bless theér. The “tents™and ‘dwelhngs” in Balaarn’s blessing
ate identified by hie Rabbis with Istael’s synagogués and houses of study (Szm/aedrm 105b); for
this reason, Seder Rav Amram, the earliest prayerbook (9th . Babylonia), thandates the recitation
of this verse upon entering a synagogue In the following psalmvetses, the House of God
(originially, the ]erusalem Temple) is also 1dent1ﬁed with the s synagoguc ‘The reference to a “time
of favor” when it is appropriate to offer up on€’s personal prayer is idéntified in Byachor 84 as the
time of public WOISh]P When the congregauon offers up its prayers; thus each of us in our own
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