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“The secret things belong unto Hashem our God, and the revealed things are for us
and our children, forever, to do all the words of this Torah.” (Devarim, 29:28)

1. It is written in the Gemara (Sanhedrin, 44a)...So why were they punished in
the case of Achan? It is because his wife and children knew thereof [so the
transgression was no longer secret], therefore all of Israel was punished.

2. One could say that the answer of the Gemara, “because his wife and children
knew thereof [so the transgression was no longer secret],” is not enough, for
from this it would seem that not all of Israel, but only the ones who knew of
the transgression should have been punished!

3. We can explain this in the following way. When a person transgresses in
secret, unknown to anyone else, then his/her sin is not pertinent to the
whole community of Israel, but it is rather of the secret things that
belong to Hashem our God (and God decides how to deal with that
individual). God is called, “Rav Chesed,” the Great One of Kindness, and God is
called the one who tilts the unworthy to the side of mercy. God clari�es the
action for the good,

4. but we only �nd this attribute in God.
5. However, if there is another person who witnessed or knows of his/her

fellow’s sin, then the sin becomes pertinent to the whole community of Israel.
This is because the very act of witnessing another’s sin is testimony that the
very de�ciency also exists within that person [the witness], or within another
member of Israel. For this reason, God made that person witness the sin.

6. Certainly the one who saw his/her fellow’s evil action felt a stir of teshuva
(repentance) in his/her own heart.

7. Therefore, this affair pertains to the entire community of Israel, for “all of
Israel are responsible for one another.” In this fashion does it say in the
passage about the one who cursed in Parshat Emor (Vayikra, 24:14), “and they
shall lay their hands upon the head [of the one who cursed].” They placed
their hands on his head exactly as they did with an animal brought for
sacri�ce in the Temple. All of Israel needed atonement because they had
heard the curse, and in him, they achieved atonement.
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מי השלוח, חלק א, ספר דברים, נצבים ה׳

הנסתרות לה' אלקינו והנגלת לנו לבנינו וכו'.
בגמ' (סנהדרין מ"ד.) וא"ת מפני מה נענשו על עכן וכו' אלא אשתו.1

ובניו היו יודעים וכו'.
ולכאורה התירץ הזה אינו מספיק מפני שאשתו ובניו היו יודעים נענשו.2

כל ישראל, לא היה צריך לענש רק אותם שהיו יודעים
ונראה שהענין הוא כך, כשהאדם עובר עבירה בסתר ולא ידע בזה שום.3

אדם, אז הדבר הזה שעשה אינו נוגע לכלל ישראל רק הוא מהנסתרות
שהוא לה' אלקינו, והש"י נקרא רב חסד מטה כלפי חסד והוא מברר

הדבר לטובה
והמדה הזו אינו רק בהש"י.4
אבל אם יש אחד שידע או שראה הדבר הזה שעשה חבירו, אז הדבר.5

הזה נוגע לכל ישראל, כי מה שאירע לזה שראה את הדבר מחבירו אין
זה כי אם מאשר שגם החסרון נמצא גם בו או באיש אחר מישראל ע"כ

ראה זה המעשה שעשה חבירו
ובוודאי היה לזה שראה המעשה הרע מחברו הרהור תשובה בלבו.6
ע"כ הדבר הזה נוגע לכל ישראל כי כל ישראל ערבין זל"ז ועל דרך זה.7

נאמר בפר' אמור על המקלל [כ"ד,י"ד] וסמכו ידיהם על ראש המקלל,
כי היה צריך סמיכה כקרבן כי כל ישראל היו צריכים כפרה לפי

ששמעו, ובו נתכפרו.
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Joshua 7:1-26
(1) The Israelites, however, violated the proscription: Achan son of Carmi son of Zabdi son of Zerah, of the tribe of
Judah, took of that which was proscribed, and the LORD was incensed with the Israelites. (2) Joshua sent men from
Jericho to Ai, which lies close to Beth-aven—east of Bethel—with orders to go up and spy out the country. So the men
went up and spied out Ai. (3) They returned to Joshua and reported to him, “Not all the troops need go up. Let two or
three thousand men go and attack Ai; do not trouble all the troops to go up there, for [the people] there are few.” (4) So
about three thousand of the troops marched up there; but they were routed by the men of Ai. (5) The men of Ai killed
about thirty-six of them, pursuing them outside the gate as far as Shebarim, and cutting them down along the
descent. And the heart of the troops sank in utter dismay.-a (6) Joshua thereupon rent his clothes. He and the elders of
Israel lay until evening with their faces to the ground in front of the Ark of the LORD; and they strewed earth on their
heads. (7) “Ah, Lord GOD!” cried Joshua. “Why did You lead this people across the Jordan only to deliver us into the
hands of the Amorites, to be destroyed by them? If only we had been content to remain on the other side of the Jordan!
(8) O Lord, what can I say after Israel has turned tail before its enemies? (9) When the Canaanites and all the
inhabitants of the land hear of this, they will turn upon us and wipe out our very name from the earth. And what will
You do about Your great name?” (10) But the LORD answered Joshua: “Arise! Why do you lie prostrate? (11) Israel has
sinned! They have broken the covenant by which I bound them. They have taken of the proscribed and put it in their
vessels; they have stolen; they have broken faith! (12) Therefore, the Israelites will not be able to hold their ground
against their enemies; they will have to turn tail before their enemies, for they have become proscribed. I will not be
with you any more unless you root out from among you what is proscribed. (13) Go and purify the people. Order them:
Purify yourselves for tomorrow. For thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Something proscribed is in your midst, O
Israel, and you will not be able to stand up to your enemies until you have purged the proscribed from among you. (14)
Tomorrow morning you shall present yourselves by tribes. Whichever tribe the LORD indicates shall come forward by
clans; the clan that the LORD indicates shall come forward by ancestral houses, and the ancestral house that the
LORD indicates shall come forward man by man. (15) Then he who is indicated for proscription,-c and all that is his,
shall be put to the �re, because he broke the Covenant of the LORD and because he committed an outrage in Israel.”
(16) Early next morning, Joshua had Israel come forward by tribes; and the tribe of Judah was indicated. (17) He then
had the clans of Judah come forward, and the clan of Zerah was indicated. Then he had the clan of Zerah come
forward by ancestral houses,-d and Zabdi was indicated. (18) Finally he had his ancestral house come forward man by
man, and Achan son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was indicated. (19) Then Joshua said to
Achan, “My son, pay honor to the LORD, the God of Israel, and make confession to Him. Tell me what you have done;
do not hold anything back from me.” (20) Achan answered Joshua, “It is true, I have sinned against the LORD, the God
of Israel. This is what I did: (21) I saw among the spoil a �ne Shinar mantle, two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge
of gold weighing �fty shekels, and I coveted them and took them. They are buried in the ground in my tent, with the
silver under it.” (22) Joshua sent messengers, who hurried to the tent; and there it was, buried in his tent, with the
silver underneath. (23) They took them from the tent and brought them to Joshua and all the Israelites, and displayed
them before the LORD. (24) Then Joshua, and all Israel with him, took Achan son of Zerah—and the silver, the mantle,
and the wedge of gold—his sons and daughters, and his ox, his ass, and his �ock, and his tent, and all his belongings,
and brought them up to the Valley of Achor. (25) And Joshua said, “What calamity you have brought upon us! The
LORD will bring calamity upon you this day.” And all Israel pelted him with stones. They put them to the �re and
stoned them. (26) They raised a huge mound of stones over him, which is still there. Then the anger of the LORD
subsided. That is why that place was named the Valley of Achor—as is still the case.
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