
 

 

Opportunity Knocks: The Poor At The Door 

ְּדָעְייָלה ְלֵבי   ְּדַרִּבי ֲעִקיָבא ָהְוָיא ֵליּה ְּבַרָּתא, ָאְמִרי ֵליּה ַּכְלָּדֵאי: ַההּוא יֹוָמא 
יֹוָמא   ַההּוא  טּוָבא.  ַאִּמיְּלָתא  ְּדִאיָגא  ֲהָוה  ּוִמיָתא.  ִחיְוָיא  ָלּה  ָטֵריק  ְּגָנָנא, 

ַּדְּצָתא ְּבגּוָדא, ִאְתַרֵּמי ִאיֵתיב ְּבֵעיֵניּה ְּדִחיְוָיא. ְלַצְפָרא ִּכי  ְׁשַקְלָּתא ְלַמְכַּבְנָּתא, 
ַמאי   ֲאבּוָה:  ָלּה  ֲאַמר  ַּבְתָרּה.  ִחיְוָיא  ְוָאֵתי  ָסֵריְך  ָקא  ֲהָוה  ָלּה.  ָׁשְקָלא  ָקא 
ֲעַבְדְּת? ֲאַמָרה ֵליּה: ְּבַפְנָיא ֲאָתא ַעְנָיא, ְקָרא ַאָּבָבא, ַוֲהוּו ְטִריֵדי ּכּוֵּלי ָעְלָמא  

ָתא, ְוֵליָּכא ִּדְׁשַמֵעיּה. ָקֵאיְמָנא, ְׁשַקְלִּתי ְלִרְסְּתַנאי ִּדיָהִבית ִלי, ְיַהְבֵּתיה ִּבְסעּוּדָ 
ַּתִּציל  "ּוְצָדָקה  ְוָדַרׁש:  ֲעִקיָבא  ַרִּבי  ְנַפק  ֲעַבְדְּת!  ִמְצָוה  ָלּה:  ֲאַמר  ִניֲהֵליּה. 

 ִמָּמֶות" )משלי י:ב(. 
 

Rabbi Akiba had a daughter of whom the astrologers said to him:  The very day that she enters her 

huppah/wedding canopy a serpent will bite her and she will die.  He worried over this constantly.  

The day of her wedding [as she prepared to go to sleep] she took off a brooch and stuck the brooch 

pin in the crack of the wall where it happened to pierce the eye of serpent.  In the morning, when 

she drew her brooch out of the wall, the dead serpent trailed out along with it. 

Her father said to her: What did you do [that saved you]?  She said    to him:  Last evening a pauper 

came and called out at the door but everyone was too busy with the feast and no one heard him.  I 

got up, took my portion that you had given me, and I gave it to him.  He said to her:  You 

accomplished a mitzvah and for that reason you were saved.  Rabbi Akiba then went out and, based 

upon this experience, expounded the verse: And charity/tzedakah saves from death (Proverbs 

10:2).  (Babylonian Talmud Shabbat 156B) 

God In The Doorway 

ְוַהָּקדֹוׁש ָּברּוך הּוא עֹוֵמד ַעל ְיִמינֹו,  ָאַמר ַרִּבי ָאִבין: ֶהָעִני ַהֶּזה עֹוֵמד ַעל ִּפְתֲחָך  
ִּדְכִתיב: "ִּכי ַיֲעֹמד ִלְיִמין ֶאְביֹון" )תהלים קט:לא(. ִאם ָנַתָּת לֹֹו, ַּדע ִמי ֶׁשעֹוֵמד  
ַעל ְיִמינֹו ְונֹוֵתן ְלָך ְׂשָכרָך.  ְוִאם לֹא ָנַתָּת לֹֹו, ַּדע ִמי ֶׁשעֹוֵמד ַעל ְיִמינֹו ּפֹוֵרַע ִמְּמָך  

ְפטֵ   י ַנְפׁשֹו" )תהלים קט:לא(. ִּדְכִתיב: "ְלהֹוִׁשיַע ִמֹּׁשְ

 

Rabbi Avin said: A poor person stands at the door and the Holy One, blessed be he, stands at his 

right, as it is written: Because he stands at the right hand of the needy (Psalms 109:31). If you 

gave him something, understand that the one who stands on his right will give you your reward. 

And if you did not give him anything, understand that the one who stands on his right will punish 

you, as it is written further: [he stands at the right hand of the needy] to save him from those who 

would condemn him (Psalm 109:31).  (Leviticus Rabbah 34:9) 


