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Welcome to the Beth El Synagogue Talmud Torah!
Beth El is an egalitarian, Conservative congregation. We are a pluralistic community and welcome members
who have diverse backgrounds, ideas, levels of knowledge, and observance.

Beth El strives to be a place that is actively welcoming of Jews of all ages, backgrounds, affiliations, family
structures, and sexual orientation.

We are a congregation that makes every effort to be a place that is:
✡ warm and caring, where members are supportive of each other’s needs and take care of each other.
✡ committed to tradition where religious knowledge and experience and life’s spiritual dimension are

important.
✡ open, egalitarian, accessible, diverse, and welcoming to students, newcomers, and visitors; to gay and

lesbian members, interfaith families, and the marginalized.
✡ somewhere our kids want to be, where they are engaged, and that values education and learning for

our children; and where the preparation for children is rigorous.
✡ full of opportunities for lifelong learning and education, particularly Jewish learning.

We recognize that Jewish education is a lifelong process, involving children and their parents. Our mission is to
instill in our children a positive Jewish identity and a connection to the Beth El community and to k'lal Yisrael
(the Jewish people). We aim to provide our children with encouragement, guidance, and support as students
gain a strong grounding in Jewish literacy through knowledge of Bible, holidays, prayers, history, and values.
We seek to guide our children in their individual religious growth and help them become responsible, caring
members of our community. We also see to it that our children are comfortable with prayer book Hebrew as
well as basic conversational vocabulary. We strive to provide an education that will foster the growth of Jewish
individuals, homes, and communities—both now, in Durham/Chapel Hill—and in the ongoing lives of our
students and their families.
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School Goals
➢ Create a spirit of engagement and enthusiasm for Judaism
➢ Enhance students’ understanding of Jewish history, observance, and ethical teachings which will allow

the concepts of Torah, Mitzvot, Tzedakah, and Tikkun Olam to inform everyday living.
➢ Raise awareness and understanding of rituals of daily life, holidays, and life cycle events as well as

personal prayer.
➢ Support relationships and values between one’s self, the family, the Jewish community, the State of

Israel, the broader community, and humankind.
➢ Prepare students and families for lifelong Jewish learning, including the ability to read Siddur and

Modern Hebrew, navigate Jewish texts, and appreciate Jewish literature, poetry, music, and art.
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Registration and Enrollment

Eligibility
Beth El’s Talmud Torah is open to all children of Beth El members, grades pre-K through 7.

Registration Material
Unless you receive special permission from the Education Director or Rabbi, you need to complete and submit
the following at least TWO weeks before starting school:

● Registration Forms including health information for each enrolled child.

● Payment of tuition (full payment, auto-draft, or another approved payment plan).

Both registration and payment are done through ShulCloud, our online management system, which is
accessible through the Beth El website.

Tuition Policy
In an effort to continue to keep Talmud Torah tuition affordable for Beth El members, we have implemented a
Flexible Tuition model. Flexible Tuition replaces the prior model of set tuition based on your child’s grade level
with a suggested range for tuition that allows you to decide how much to contribute towards your child’s
formal Jewish Education at Beth El. School tuition is now recognized as a tax deductible contribution.

Please know that your child's Talmud Torah education is largely financed by Beth El Synagogue. Tuition only
covers about half of our expenses. Your tuition dollars help cover costs, including reading materials, supplies,
teacher salaries, and snacks.

GRADES SUGGESTED
TUITION***

PreK-2nd grade (Sundays Only) $475-$900
3rd-6th grade (Sundays and Wednesdays) $640-$1000
7th grade (Sundays and designated
Fridays)

$640-$1000

***No family will be turned away for financial need. If you wish to apply for a scholarship, please contact the
Executive Director in the Beth El office (919-682-1238, ext.110)

Checks should be made payable to Beth El Synagogue. Auto draft will be available for anyone wishing to pay
tuition directly through their bank. Please contact the Executive Director if you are interested in this option.

Children Entering after First Grade
Beth El encourages families to enroll their children at Kindergarten age, but generally admits children in
subsequent grades. If students enroll in later years they must speak with the Education Director first.
Preliminary tutoring may be required before joining the class. Our goal is to work with families to create a
situation where the child will succeed in their Jewish education. Generally, in order to be part of the B’nei
Mitzvah program, students are expected to have enrolled in Talmud Torah by the start of sixth grade.
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Interfaith Families
In Conservative Jewish practice, children are considered Jewish if their birth mother is Jewish, or if they have
had a valid conversion. Children who do not meet these criteria can participate in Talmud Torah, although you
will need to consult with our Rabbi prior to doing so, especially in order to be certain your child is eligible for a
Bar/Bat Mitzvah.

Children with Special Needs
We try to accommodate children with special needs whenever possible. Because we are a relatively small
school, however, families with children who have special needs must discuss their children’s particular
situation with our Education Director before enrolling.

Who’s Who in the School

Synagogue staff

Alexandra Bicks – Education and Youth Director
Alexandra has served as Beth El’s Education and Youth Director since October 2019. She was raised in Memphis
and first visited Beth El when she was a 15-year-old camper in the Duke TiP summer program quite a few years
ago. Before relocating to Durham, she taught English and ESL at CATS Academy, a private high school in the
Boston area. Alexandra has been involved in Jewish life and education in different capacities ever since she can
remember. She was on the leadership team of Cambridge Minyan in Cambridge, MA, for many years, and she
has taught courses at the National Havurah Committee Summer Institute on topics ranging from depictions of
Jews in British literature to the midrash of epic Bible movies. You will frequently find her reading Torah in both
the main sanctuary and the Chavurah Minyan, which she helps plan. She received her BA in English from Yale
University and her MA in English from Boston College. She lives in Durham with her husband Adam Levine and
their cat Emmy.

Rabbi Daniel Greyber

Rabbi Daniel Greyber arrived at the beginning of July 2011 to join us full time as our new pulpit rabbi. Rabbi
Greyber spent the 2010-2011 academic year as a Jerusalem Fellow at the Mandel Leadership Institute in Israel
and visited us several times throughout the year. At the end of the summer of 2010, he completed an
eight-year tenure as the executive director of Camp Ramah in California and the Max & Pauline Zimmer
Conference Center of American Jewish University. Rabbi Greyber was selected in 2006 for the inaugural
Executive Leadership Institute (ELI) of the Foundation for Jewish Camp, a program which provides experienced
camp professionals business, management, and leadership skills required to enrich their camps and compete
in the summer marketplace. During rabbinical school, he founded The Neshama Minyan at Temple Beth Am in
Los Angeles and Minyan Nifla at Sinai Temple in Los Angeles, soulful, egalitarian, Friday night services using the
melodies of the late Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach. While in rabbinical school, Rabbi Greyber also founded LISHMA,
an innovative learning program of Ramah and the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies (ZSRS) where young adult
Jews spend the summer exploring traditional Jewish texts, prayer and practice in the beautiful setting of Camp
Ramah in California. As a result of the success of the LISHMA program, he was selected in 2001 as a recipient
of the Joshua Venture Fellowship, which supports and trains emerging Jewish social entrepreneurs to
transform their visions into action. While in his role at Ramah, Rabbi Greyber was an adjunct faculty member
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of the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies, teaching courses on liturgy, Halakhah and a variety of seminars about
Judaism and the American rabbinate. Greyber served as a scholar-in-residence for programs of the Jewish
Federation of Greater Los Angeles and a variety of Conservative synagogues throughout the West, and as a
teacher at conventions of the Rabbinical Assembly and Jewish Educators Assembly. Rabbi Greyber holds a
Masters in Speech and Communications Studies from Northwestern University and was ordained in 2002 at
the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies of American Jewish University where received the Henry Fisher Award
for outstanding achievement in Jewish Studies. He and his wife, Jennifer, and their three boys, Alon, Benjamin,
and Ranon are happy to be joining us full time in Durham and look forward to many great years at Beth El
Synagogue. Rabbi Greyber served as the USA Team Rabbi at the 19th World Maccabiah Games, Summer 2013.

Laura Oestreicher Ricon – PreKadima Youth Advisor
Laura has been involved in Jewish education and programming for 15 years, starting as a Madricha in the
eighth grade. After graduating with a BA in Psychology from the University of Massachusetts Amherst, Laura
made Aliyah and lived in Israel for three years and worked in the tourism industry. Upon returning to the US,
Laura earned her M.Ed in Educational Leadership from the University of New Hampshire and worked as a
preschool teacher at a local synagogue. She moved to Chapel Hill in 2019 with her husband Or, daughter Sadie,
and cats Olive and Pickle. Laura is excited to join the Temple Beth El community and looks forward to creating
fun, engaging, and memorable programs for PreKadima!

Amy Granick – Youth and Family Programming Associate
Amy grew up in St. Louis before moving to Raleigh as a junior in high school. She went on to attend North
Carolina State University where she studied Psychology and Business Administration and graduated in 3 years.
After graduating, Amy relocated to Columbus, Ohio where she worked as a Jewish Education Springboard
Fellow at The Ohio State University Hillel. In the Triangle, Amy can be found exploring new sushi restaurants,
hanging out with her dogs, and taking day trips to the beach! Amy is passionate about sharing her love of
Judaism with others and is ecstatic to begin working with the youth and families at Beth El.

Teachers
Beth El’s outstanding teaching staff includes experienced teachers who are day school and yeshiva graduates,
Ramah staff members, Jewish studies majors at some of the finest universities in the world, and valued
members of our community. Some of our teenagers also work in the school as Madrichim (teaching assistants)
and as peer b’nei mitzvah tutors.

Community

Va’ad HaChinuch
Our school depends largely on parent volunteers who comprise the “Va’ad HaChinuch” (Education Committee).
The Va’ad is an excellent resource, comprised mainly of parents of current Talmud Torah students. They are
more than willing to help in any capacity and are a wonderful source of support for other parents, teachers,
and students. The Va’ad assists and supervises in policy decisions for the Talmud Torah and Youth
Programming. Additionally, they serve as parent representatives to the community and gladly accept feedback
and insights that will help our school continue to grow and improve.

Parent Volunteers
In addition to the work of the Va’ad HaChinuch, the school benefits from many parent volunteers. All parents
are encouraged to become involved. There are lots of opportunities to help out with small projects,

6

http://betheldurham.org/rabbi/#JCF15


fundraisers, programs, etc. If there is a particular way you would like to get involved, don’t hesitate to speak to
a Va’ad member or the Education Director. It is precisely this active community involvement that gives Beth El
and its school its vibrant, participatory character.

Students
The most important part of our school! Our students start Talmud Torah in Pre-K and go through the end of 7th

grade. Our students come from diverse families and have diverse backgrounds and levels of knowledge. We do
our best to accommodate and include any Beth El student who is eager to learn. Our students will “graduate”
with an appreciation for Jewish texts and a greater sense of their own Jewish identities.

Contact Info
Beth El Synagogue
1004 Watts Street (between Green and Markham)
Durham, NC 27701
(919) 682-1238
www.betheldurham.org

NAME POSITION EMAIL ADDRESS PHONE NUMBER
Daniel Greyber Rabbi RabbiGreyber@betheldurham.o

rg
(919) 682-1238

Alexandra
Bicks

Education & Youth Director Alexandra@betheldurham.org (919) 682-1238 Ext.
170
Cell: 901-826-3103

Jodi Salomon Executive Director Jodi@betheldurham.org (919) 682-1238 Ext.
110

Sheri Hoffman Congregational Services
Coordinator (Main Office)

Sheri@betheldurham.org (919) 682-1238 Ext.
100

Amy Granick Youth and Family
Programming Associate

Amy@betheldurham.org (919) 682-1238 Ext.
101

Laura
Oestreicher
Ricon

Tot and PreKadima
Programming Coordinator

Laura@betheldurham.org

Sandy
Fangmeier

Kitchen Manager Kitchen@betheldurham.org

Rachel Greene Communications Associate Rachel@betheldurham.org
Zachary
Marshall

Head of Building Maintenance zachary@betheldurham.org

School Attendance

Hours
For children in grades PreK-7, the school operates on Sunday mornings in person from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm.
Additionally, grades 3-6 meet on Wednesday afternoons from 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm. Students in 7th grade meet
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Sunday mornings from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm, beginning with morning minyan, as well as on select Friday
evenings before Kabbalat Shabbat services on B’nei Mitzvah weekends.

General Attendance
In order to receive full benefit from the school, it is essential that students attend regularly. Parents receive the
Talmud Torah calendar with the Parent Handbook. Calendar updates are provided weekly by email as well as
on the Beth El website. The school observes both the major Jewish holidays and US holidays recognized by the
Chapel Hill and Durham public schools.

School Vacations
Please make sure to write down when school IS and IS NOT in session and plan your calendar around ours so
that you will not be forced to miss any extra days of school. We understand that occasional absences will
occur. Please refer to the Talmud Torah Parent Calendar or check the website
(http://betheldurham.org/calendar/).

Arrival and dismissal
The following procedures will be used for dropoff and pickup on both Sundays and Wednesdays.

Arrival
Students in grades PreK-6 must enter using the school entrance DOWNSTAIRS (next to the multipurpose
room). The Education Director, teachers, and/or parent volunteers will be stationed in various areas to
welcome students as they arrive. There will be traffic cones indicating the route through the parking lot. Please
DO NOT drop your child off until you get to the cones right by the door, so as to avoid having children walking
through the flow of traffic. Students in 7th grade may opt to enter upstairs and go right into the sanctuary for
minyan.

If you would like to park and walk your child in, you may use the parking lot or street parking in the
surrounding areas. Note that during high traffic times (drop off and dismissal), pulling in and out of spots in
the parking lot may be difficult and take extra time. Please use extreme caution when driving through the lot,
as many families will be walking to and from the building/cars.

Please arrive on time (or a few minutes early!). The children only have a few hours each week to cover a lot of
material, and the sooner everybody is ready to start the better. Moreover, a late student interrupts the entire
class. Students arriving more than 15 minutes early must be accompanied by adult supervision. Students are
not permitted to play outside prior to the start of school without parent supervision. The Talmud Torah cannot
provide child supervision prior to the start of school, as our teachers are preparing for the day’s lessons and
activities.

If you arrive late and the door is locked, please ring the doorbell and wait with your children until they have
been let in. We cannot be responsible for children who have not yet entered the building.

Dismissal
ALL students will be dismissed from the tent that is in the parking lot, under the supervision of the Education
and Youth Director. At the end of class, teachers will escort their students out to the tent. Traffic cones will
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indicate the route through the parking lot. Please pull all the way up to the designated pickup area in front of
the tent; we do not want children running through traffic to get to their parents’ cars. Children will NOT be
permitted to play on the playground or basketball court during pickup. (In the unusual event of the Education
Director’s absence, another approved teacher or parent will assume the role of dismissal coordinator.)

Please note that it is our biggest priority to provide a SAFE environment for arrival/dismissal. Please use
extreme caution while driving through the parking lot or along Watts Street during drop off/pick up. The
Education Director will not be available to have long conversations with parents at this time, so please arrange
another time during the day/week to speak if you have questions, comments or concerns.

Leaving Early
Although we strongly discourage the removal of students prior to the conclusion of class, we recognize that
sometimes it is unavoidable. Children may not leave the building without permission. No child will be allowed
to wait outside by him or herself during school hours! If you need to pick up your child early, you will need
to come into the building, and let the teacher and/or Education Director know that you are picking up your
child.

Students Leaving Unaccompanied
Parents must provide the Education Director with advance written notice if their child is allowed to leave
school without an adult.  Students will not be allowed to leave without written permission.

Snow Day Policy
In the event of inclement weather, Talmud Torah may be canceled.

For Sunday sessions, if there is snow in the forecast, the Education and Youth Director and the chair of the
Va’ad HaChinuch will confer after Shabbat is over to determine whether to hold school. If school will be closed,
families and teachers will be notified by email on Saturday night. We will also post the cancellation on our
Facebook page. Please remember to check your email after Shabbat or early Sunday morning for updates.

For Wednesday sessions, we will generally be closed on any day when the Durham and Chapel Hill schools are
closed due to weather. If the public schools close early or cancel after-school activities, we will use this
information to decide whether or not to close. You will be made aware of this via email and Facebook, as
above.

We generally will not hold remote classes in lieu of in-person classes due to snow.

School Routines and Policies

What to bring to each class?
Children should come to class prepared each session with a kippah (or other suitable head covering) plus any
supplies/books specifically requested by your child’s teacher(s). It is a good idea to designate a Talmud Torah
backpack/book bag that contains all the necessary supplies.
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Recess
Sunday sessions include a short recess (approximately 20 minutes). Weather permitting, students who are
supervised by their teacher may play on the playground or on the basketball court/Gaga pit. On Wednesdays
there will be a 5-10 minute break for snack, stretching, bathroom use, etc.

Snack
During Sunday sessions, families are asked to provide their own small snack for their children. Due to masking
requirements indoors, these snacks will be eaten outdoors during the recess period. (Please see the section on
COVID-19 policies for further information.) Should a child forget their snack on a Sunday, the school office will
have a limited supply of extra snacks on hand.

During Wednesday sessions, Talmud Torah will provide a small snack for each student. These will be eaten
outdoors during the recess period.

All snacks must be nut-free and vegetarian. All food provided by Beth El will be certified kosher with a
recognized hechsher (kosher symbol). Snacks brought from home are not required to have a hechsher.

The following items are not permitted:
● Meat products of any kind (with or without hechsher)
● Shellfish products of any kind
● Items containing gelatin (unless marked with a hechsher)
● Items containing nuts

Students with extensive food preferences or restrictions should consider bringing their own snack on
Wednesdays as well as Sundays.

Kashrut and Shabbat
We ask all staff, parents, and students to respect Kashrut while in the school or synagogue building. All food
given to students will be certified kosher with a recognized hechsher (kosher symbol). The synagogue kitchen
is strictly kosher.  Please ask permission before you bring in food or use the kitchen. 

Occasionally, the school or synagogue may host a potluck meal. In these situations, food shared should be
vegetarian and remain in the outside space or the multi-purpose room. Food without hechshers may not enter
the main kitchen or social hall. If you have any questions about the Kashrut policy, please speak directly to
Rabbi Greyber or the Kitchen Manager.

If you are at Beth El for Shabbat, we ask all staff, parents, and students to respect Shabbat. This means no
writing, turning on or off lights, phone use, exchanging money, etc. Additionally, please refrain from emailing
the teachers or other staff members on Shabbat (from sundown on Friday to nightfall on Saturday).

Head Coverings
All students, teachers and visitors are expected to wear a head covering (preferably a kippah) during minyan
and class time. We STRONGLY encourage everyone to have their own head coverings.
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*Approved head coverings include kippot, laces, headscarves and hats. Hoods are not an acceptable head
covering for Talmud Torah.

Vaccinations
Beth El Synagogue is committed to providing a safe environment for children who attend our Talmud Torah. In
order to maintain a safe environment and to decrease the transmission of preventable childhood diseases, all
children who attend Talmud Torah are required to receive all of the recommended vaccines according to North
Carolina State law. The only exception to this policy is for a valid, documented medical issue/condition with
supporting documentation provided by a North Carolina licensed physician exempting a child from doses of a
specific vaccine. No other exceptions to this policy will be accepted.

As discussed below, students are strongly encouraged, but not required, to be fully vaccinated against
COVID-19 according to current CDC guidelines.

Cell Phones
Cell phone use is not permitted during school hours. There is a telephone in the Beth El office if students need
to call home before, during, or after during school hours for some reason. If parents need to be in touch with
their child(ren) during school hours, please call or text the Education Director directly. (Both the office and cell
number of the EYD are listed above in the Who’s Who section.)

Students’ cell phones MUST be turned off during class hours in order to maintain an academic atmosphere. 
If a phone is seen during class hours, it may be taken away unless specific permission has been given by the
teacher or director. Please help us enforce this policy. Beth El is not responsible for the loss or damage to a
student’s cell phone.

Tzedakah Collection
We make the collection of Tzedakah a regular part of each class day at Beth El’s Talmud Torah. At the
beginning of school each day, students and teachers will have the opportunity to contribute to the school
collection. If any student has something they wish to contribute, they are encouraged to do so, although it is
not a requirement. This is a wonderful opportunity to learn the importance of Tzedakah and Gemilut
Chasadim.

Additionally, there is a food pantry in front of the Beth El building, which was built in 2022 as part of Aven
Schwartz’s bat mitzvah project. Students are encouraged to bring non-perishable food items to be left in the
food pantry.

Behavioral Expectations
We expect common courtesy and attentiveness from our students at all times. They are held responsible for
their own behavior in class. Disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. This includes: rudeness, disrespectful
speech, verbal abuse, or harassment of the teacher or another student.

The following will occur when such disruptive behavior takes place: A student who is disruptive will be
reminded by the teacher to stop such behavior. If the disruptive behavior persists, the student may be asked
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to sit apart from the class under the supervision of the Education Director or another adult designated by the
Education Director, until the Education Director feels the student can participate in an appropriate manner
with the class.
The school recognizes that all children have days when they have trouble sitting still. But if such behavior
occurs in subsequent classes, the teacher and Education Director will notify the parents. The first contact with
the parents will be to notify them of the problem. If the classroom problems continue, then the Education
Director may call the parents in for a joint meeting to see if together a solution can be found. If no solution is
workable then the Talmud Torah reserves the right to remove the student from the school.

Below, please find a copy of both the Parent Agreement and the Brit Kavod, which is a student behavior
agreement. On the first day of school, students will receive a copy of the Brit Kavod to review and to sign and
return the next week.

PARENT AGREEMENT
➢ I will exhibit a positive attitude towards my child’s Jewish education so I may positively influence their

learning.
➢ I take pride in my child’s Jewish education and will check on their progress throughout the year.
➢ I will make every effort to attend family education, life cycle programs, and Family Services with my

child.
➢ I will make sure my child arrives at school on time.
➢ I understand that early dismissal and late arrival are a disruption to my child’s Jewish education.
➢ I have read and understand the student Brit Kavod (Behavior Contract) and I have discussed this policy

with my child(ren).
➢ I will read and understand the Parent Handbook.
➢ I will take responsibility to meet Talmud Torah tuition payments for my child(ren), and if I have financial

difficulties in doing so, I will contact the shul to work out an arrangement.

BRIT KAVOD (STUDENT BEHAVIOR AGREEMENT)
I/We understand that every teacher has the right to teach and that every student has the right to learn.
I/We agree that no one has the right to violate this rule.
I/We understand that every student helps create a positive school environment and agrees to take
responsibility for the following behavior:
➢ To be in class on time
➢ To be courteous and respectful to other students and teachers
➢ To always use appropriate language
➢ To have a head covering, be it a kipah, hat, doily (but not hood)
➢ To respect school/shul/home property
➢ To be prepared for and participate in class
➢ To attend Talmud Torah programs
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Disciplinary Procedures
We hope that children demonstrate common courtesy and attentiveness at all times, but there will be
instances in which students may have difficulty meeting behavioral expectations. When these behaviors are
disruptive to the classroom or do not show respect for others, staff will work with the student to attempt to
resolve the problem.

The following steps will occur:

1) The classroom teacher will utilize the classroom system to respond to the behavior and remind the student
of the behavioral expectations in the classroom which will also serve as a warning that a change needs to
occur.

2) If the disruptive behavior persists, the student will be asked to leave the classroom/step into a separate
room to have a discussion with either the classroom teacher, if he/she is able to leave the classroom at the
time, or with the Education and Youth Director. The format for the discussion will include the following steps:

A) Ask the child for information in order to have a clear understanding of his/her concern or
perspective. The goal is not to challenge what the student is saying, but rather to understand
his/her perspective.

B) The next step will involve communicating to the student the teacher's concerns about the behavior,
emphasizing how the behavior is disruptive and not meeting the school's expectations. This may
include reviewing the signed Brit Kavod or “Behavioral Contract.”

C) The third step is to problem-solve with the student on a solution that addresses both the student's
and adult's concerns.

D) The student will return to class ready to try the agreed upon solution.

3) If the behaviors persist and the student has to leave the classroom again, another discussion as described
above will occur to try to work collaboratively to resolve the problem. At the discretion of the EYD, the student
may remain out of the main classroom for the remainder of the day under the supervision of a member of the
Talmud Torah staff. In addition, the teacher and EYD will notify the parents. The goal of the first contact with
the parents will be to notify them of the problem and the solutions that were attempted so that parents can
help support resolution of the problem.

4) If the classroom problems continue on subsequent days, the previously outlined steps will be followed and
the EYD will call the parents in for a joint meeting to see if together a solution can be found. This meeting must
occur before the student will be allowed to return to Talmud Torah. A document will be created following this
meeting to include responsibilities of the student, the parents, and the Talmud Torah Staff based upon the
collaborative agreement made.

5) If the disruptive behaviors continue, the EYD will schedule another meeting with the parents and members
of the Va'ad who have expertise in education and psychology to provide assistance in developing strategies
within the classroom to help the student be successful. Again, a document will be created following this
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meeting to include responsibilities of the student, the parents, and the Talmud Torah Staff based upon the
collaborative agreement made.

6) If despite these efforts, no solution is workable and the disruptive behaviors continue, the Talmud Torah
program reserves the right to remove the student from the school. In such a situation, if tuition is being paid
via auto draft, future payments will stop upon instruction from the parent and there will be no reimbursement
for past payments. If tuition has been paid in full, and the student is removed from the school during the 1st

semester, then the 2nd semester tuition will be reimbursed. If the student is removed during the 2nd semester,
then there is no reimbursement.

The aforementioned steps apply to behaviors that are disruptive to the classroom but do not create an unsafe
environment for other students or staff. If a student engages in any of the following behaviors: any form of
physical aggression towards another person, throwing of heavy objects at another person/overturning of
desks, verbally threatening statements, or harassment, the student will be removed from class and will remain
out of the classroom for the remainder of the day under the supervision of a member of the Talmud Torah
staff. At the discretion of the EYD, parents may be contacted immediately and asked to come pick up the
student. While waiting for the parents to arrive, the EYD will engage the student in a conversation as
described in #2 above. Before the student is able to return to Talmud Torah, a meeting will occur as outlined in
Step 4 and the student will not be able to return unless both the parents and the Talmud Torah feel that the
safety of all students and staff can be accomplished. See Step 6 above.

If the outcome of discussions for any student requires the presence of an additional staff member to be in the
classroom or with the student in order for them to be successful, the cost of hiring another staff member will
be incurred by the parents.

Parent-School Communications

Homework Policy
Homework may be assigned from time to time. Homework, while minimal, is assigned with two goals in mind:
to reinforce material learned in class and to open a dialogue with children’s parents about what they are
working on in class. In addition to short assignments, we encourage all children to practice their Hebrew
reading for at least fifteen minutes each week (even if it is not explicitly assigned).

Contacting Teachers
If an issue arises that you would like to discuss with your child’s teacher, you may email them to arrange a time
to talk.  You may also come early or stay a few minutes after class for a brief conference.
*Teachers are asked to send at least ONE email update to the class each month. If you are not receiving these
updates, please be in touch with the teacher or Education Director.

E-mail communications
Since e-mail has become the primary means of communication for the school, please be sure to share a
current email address on your registration forms and let the office know if your address changes.
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Facebook
The Beth El Talmud Torah has a CLOSED Facebook group. This means that only current members of the school
community (parents, students, and teachers) are allowed to join the group. All members must be approved by
the administrator before gaining access to the group's content. ONLY APPROVED MEMBERS will be able to see
content posted in the group. The Facebook group is a great way to communicate with other families, to read
updates about the school, see pictures and get reminders about upcoming events. Visit here to request to join
the group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/528729923847472/members/
* Talmud Torah is aware that not all community members use Facebook, so it will not be the only
communication channel for any policy, schedule, or other critical announcements.

Website
The Beth El website generally has the most current information with regards to the school and other synagogue
events. We are always making tweaks and updating the site, so be sure to check back regularly for Talmud
Torah resources and documents as well as details on upcoming events.

Family Participation & Other Programs
To instill our children with a love of Judaism, we need to help them have positive Jewish experiences outside of
the classroom as well as inside. We–as well as the greater Beth El community–need to help engage them in
Jewish rituals and activities with their families and communities in a stimulating, warm way. The Talmud Torah,
therefore, seeks to involve parents and families in several “family participation” programs during the course of
the year.

Family Beit Midrash
On designated dates, parents are invited to join their child for a special day at Talmud Torah. Rabbi Greyber will
conduct a lesson with the parents on a topic which complements what the students are learning in class. Prior
to his lesson that day, will join their child’s class for a parent-student lesson/activity led by the classroom
teacher. These dates are marked on your Talmud Torah calendar as well as the Beth El online calendar, and we
will of course send reminders as the respective dates approach. Please make every attempt to send at least
one parent to the Family Beit Midrash as it supports our mission of family learning and community building. In
the Kitah Zayin Family Beit Midrash, the parents and students will remain together for the duration of the
session.

Holiday Programs/Special Events
Occasionally, throughout the year, the school will organize special events and/or holiday programs and
activities, to some of which parents will be invited. Parents will be made aware of these special days in
advance.  We hope you can join us for these family learning/celebrating opportunities.

Family Services
This year, we’re excited to try something new: family Shabbat gatherings for all ages of kids and their adults.
We will have spirited and musical t’fillah, learning, and an oneg (festive food) to help us celebrate Shabbat,
explore upcoming holidays, and grow as a community.
Save these dates and be on the lookout for more information!
November 12- Giving Thanks Shabbat
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January 28- Shira (Song) Shabbat
March 25- Spring Shabbat
April 29- “Shabbat” Shabbat

**We encourage, but do not require, all families to attend Shabbat Services as often as possible. A great rule of
thumb is to attend services as many times a year as years your child is old. For example, if you have a
6-year-old, aim to attend Shabbat services 6 times during the calendar year (not including High Holidays).

Class Friday night services
Each class will have one family Friday night program where they will co-lead part of the service. Two or three
grades are assigned to the same night, so your class will share the Bimah with another class. Following
services, there will be a casual Shabbat dinner, catered by Beth El’s kitchen manager Sandy Fangmeier. This is a
great way for families to get to know each other, as well as a great way for teachers, the Rabbi and the
Education and Youth Director to get to know the families. Please check the calendar for dates.

Youth Groups
Beth El has three separate youth groups that serve the members of our community as well as any Jewish
children in the area: PreKadima—Kindergarten through 5th grade, Kadima—6th through 8th grade, and USY—9th

through 12th grade. Youth group programming is often additionally chaperoned by parents or other volunteers
and includes programming/field trips that have social, religious, educational and social action based
components.
PreKadima programs typically run approximately 12:30-2:00pm, immediately following Talmud Torah, unless
otherwise specified.

B’nei Mitzvah Peer Tutoring
1 year prior to B’nei Mitzvah, students attend this class on Shabbat morning. It is generally held from 10:45
AM-11:30 AM but on b’nei mitzvah shabbat will be 9:00 AM to 9:45 AM to allow students to support their
peers during the service. Families should arrive and be in the main sanctuary at least 15 minutes prior to the
start of tutoring, and are encouraged to arrive earlier to experience the service. Additionally, students should
return to services after the end of tutoring. Students do not need to sign up for this class since we know when
to expect them. About a year prior to a child’s Bar/Bat Mitzvah, you will receive an invitation to the class with
all of the details.  Speak to the Education Director or the B’nei Mitzvah Tutoring Coordinator for more details.

Midrasha
Midrasha is the Community Hebrew High program for students in 8th-12th grade. Students from all of the area
synagogues come together on Wednesday nights for elective-style courses which meet at the Levin JCC. We
urge all of our post B’nei Mitzvah students to take part in this wonderful community learning experience.

COVID-19 policies
Since March 2020, Beth El has had a COVID task force consisting of physicians and other health care
professionals in the community. The Education and Youth Director has met regularly with this group
throughout the pandemic to formulate appropriate policies for Talmud Torah and other youth events. To date,
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we have had no known instances of COVID transmission at Talmud Torah. Therefore, we are continuing to
maintain our multi-layered approach to COVID prevention during the 2022-23 school year, taking into account
new information learned in the past two years. We know that our policies may be stricter in some respects
than those of other institutions at this time, but we remain confident that our strategies have proven effective.
The Talmud teaches that saving a single life is equivalent to saving the world, and we therefore remain
committed to our COVID mitigation strategy.

As of August 2022, Durham County remains in a state of high community transmission according to CDC
guidelines. As per the judgment of the COVID task force, this means that the following policies will be in place.

● All students and teachers are required to wear masks at all times while indoors. Masks are not required
outdoors. All food will be eaten outdoors.

● Full-school gatherings (e.g. havdalah) will be held in the tent when weather permits. Otherwise, they
will be held in the multi-purpose room.

● All faculty are required to be fully vaccinated against COVID-19. We strongly recommend that students
be vaccinated, but it is not a requirement at this time.

● If a student is experiencing COVID-like symptoms, the student should not attend Talmud Torah and
should be tested for COVID as soon as possible. If a student develops symptoms while at Talmud Torah,
the student will be removed from class, and we will contact the student’s parents to arrange for the
student to be taken home.

● If a student tests positive for COVID, the student must remain at home and not attend Talmud Torah for
five days or as along as symptoms persist (whichever is longer). A negative test is not required as a
precondition for returning to school. Parents are requested to notify the Education and Youth Director
promptly in the event of a positive test. If it is determined that the student may have been positive for
COVID while at Talmud Torah, we will notify the parents of all students in the infected student’s class,
as well as those of any other student deemed to have been a close contact. Generally, students will not
be required to stay home merely as a result of such a notification.

If and when the community transmission levels in Durham County subside, the Education and Youth Director
will work with Beth El’s COVID task force to identify appropriate modifications to the policies described above.

For more complete guidance, please consult the CDC’s Covid webpage.

Security
Beth El Talmud Torah is dedicated to ensuring the safely and security of our children while maintaining a
healthy learning environment. In consultation with Beth El’s Executive Director and members of the Security
Committee, we are continuing the security policies that were put in place in the winter of 2022. We always
strive to maintain a balance between preserving Beth El’s warm and welcoming environment while also taking
appropriate measures to keep our community safe.

● An off-duty police officer will be present on site during all Talmud Torah sessions (Sundays and
Wednesdays).

● The doors of the synagogue will be locked at all times. On Sunday mornings, when minyan and other
events are taking place concurrently with Talmud Torah, a greeter will stationed at the front door of the
synagogue. Teachers will have codes that enable them to enter the building.
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● Every classroom contains a panic button that can be used in case of emergency. Teachers will receive
training on the proper use of these buttons.

● Additional security cameras have been installed throughout the building and are monitored by the
Head of Building Operations.

● The Education and Youth Director is continuing to work with the Va’ad Hachinuch to develop security
drills for students and faculty.
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