
“Chanukah” or “Hanukkah”?
At this time of year writers are grateful to the 
translation geniuses who decided that Hebrew words, 
for the most part, are exempt from spelling rules.  
The word, חנכה, meaning dedication, has been 
spelled in most any form with one common belief 
— that it contains eight letters. Thus, you will find 
Hanukkah, Chanukah, and perhaps even Hannukah  
or Khanukah — All are correct.

Kindling the Chanukah Lights
Every effort should be made to see that all members 
of the family are present at the lighting of the 
candles. Everyone, no matter what age, may kindle 
the Chanukah candles. 

The chanukiah should be placed near a window so 
that a passerby may observe the light. On Friday, the 
Chanukah candles are kindled before the lighting of 
the Shabbat candles.

Candles are placed in the chanukiah (Chanukah 
menorah) from right to left, beginning with one 
candle on the first evening and adding a new candle 
each succeeding night. The shammas (Hebrew for 
"servant" or "helper") candle is lit first and is then 
used to light the other candles from left to right.

Chanukah Prayers
Facing the chanukiah you recite the following prayers:

Ba-ruch a-ta A-do-nai, E-lo-hay-nu me-lech ha-olam, 
a-sher kee-de-sha-nu be-meetz-vo-tov,  
ve-tzee-va-nu, le-had-leek ner shel Cha-nu-kah.

Blessed is the Eternal our God, Ruler of the universe, 
who hallows us with mitzvot and commands us to 
kindle the Chanukah lights.

Ba-ruch a-ta A-do-nai, E-lo-hay-nu me-lech ha-olam, 
sheh a-sah nee-seem la-vo-tay-nu,  
ba-ya-meem ha-haym, baz-man ha-zeh.

Blessed is the Eternal our God, Ruler of the universe, 
who preformed wondrous deeds for our ancestors in 
days of old, at this season.

On the first night we add:

Ba-ruch a-ta, A-do-nai E-lo-hay-nu, me-lech ha-olam, 
sheh-heh-chee-ya-nu ve-kee-ye-ma-nu ve-hee-gee-
ya-nu laz-man ha-zeh.

Blessed is the Eternal our God, Ruler of the universe, 
for giving us life, sustaining us, and for enabling us 
to reach the season.

The first light of Chanukah is kindled at 
sundown on [Day]day, [Full Date]. 
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The Festival of Lights



 Each Candle's Meaning.. .

Day 1
The first light reminds us that God is 
One. As God is One, so may we all try 
to work together for the good of all.

Day 2
The second light is the light of the 
Torah. May our Torah always be a 
lamp unto our feet and a light to  
our path.

Day 3
The third light is the candle of 
Tzedakah. Even in our greatest joy 
may we remember and give to those 
who do not have as much as we.

Day 4
The fourth light is the light of Family. 
May the togetherness that binds us 
today be with us through all of our 
tomorrows.

Day 5
The fifth light is the light of 
Understanding. May we grow by  
being not just understood but by 
being understanding as well.

Day 6
The sixth light is the light of the 
Jewish People. We are one people 
tied to each other by our history  
and our faith.

Day 7
The seventh light is the light of 
Patience. May we be a little more 
patient with each other and our 
world.

Day 8

The last light is the light of Shalom 
(of Peace). Let there always be peace 
among members of this family, 
this community, this country, and 
our world. May we work for peace 
throughout our lives.

After We Light the Candles
As one candle may kindle many others yet lose  
none of its own light, so Judaism has kindled the 
light of truth for many religions in many lands  
and still shines brightly to this day.

How to Play Dreidel

Why Are There Letters on a Dreidel?
The four Hebrew letters on the dreidel—Nun, 
Gimmel, Hey, Shin—represent the Hebrew 
phrase, “Nes Gadol Haya Sham,” which means  
“A Great Miracle Happened There.”

What You’ll Need
•  Two or more players

•  An equal number or gambling 
pieces for each player (about 10-15). 
Traditionally, hard candies, nuts, or 
gelt are used, but pennies, buttons, 
or plastic chips work well too

•   A dreidel (spinning top) for the group

Rules of the Game
1.   Each player puts one or two pieces into the 

middle to form a “pot”. 

2.  Take turns spinning the dreidel, 
with each player acting according to 
the letter which comes up after the 
dreidel stops. (When a player gets 
gimmel, they empty the pot, and then 
everyone tosses a piece into the pot 

to start a new round.)  

3.  The winner is the person who collects all of 
the pieces (or has the most after an agreed 
upon number of rounds).

NunGimmelShin Hey




