
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 
 

COVENANTS OF NOAH, ABRAHAM, AND MOSES 
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God can do anything he pleases.   
Can be whimsical, arbitrary. 

God is tied to covenant contract – God is an 
ethical and moral part of our world. 

 
The development of a covenant between God and the Jewish people was a natural, historical 
progression.  According to Talmudic scholars, it first began with Noah. 
 
COVENANT WITH NOAH 
 
 God promised that he would never destroy the world again.  He made a covenant with 
the world based on seven conditions. 
 

1. Idolatry forbidden – worship of idols totally taboo. 
2. Adultery – human marriage relationship becomes sacred. 
3. Murder prohibited. 
4. Profaning God’s name – this means more than just cursing—it also means using God 

as a backup for everyday business (e.g.: “I swear to God, if you pass me in this course, 
I’ll do better in the next one”). 

5. Injustice – perverting the laws of the land for personal good over society.  Using 
government or the courts to do something you know is wrong. 

6. Robbery. 
7. Cutting of flesh or limbs from a living animal – though this seems like something out 

of the dark ages, there are still cultures that use this form of cruelty to other life forms. 
 
 Noah’s covenant is meant to apply to all peoples – not just Jews or just to non-Jews.  
According to the Talmud, one of the covenants that the Jew enters into in the modern world 
must be to show the non-Jew how to be part of the covenant of Noah.  Please note . . . the 
purpose of Judaism (unlike other faiths) is not to convert others to the Jewish covenant, but 
rather to show others the rules for a good life that anyone can achieve. 
 
ABRAHAM’S COVENANT 

Where Noah’s covenant included the whole world as partners, Abraham’s contract with 
God is a “Tribal Pact” or a family agreement.  Abraham’s contract deals 
with the ceremony of circumcision (the surgical removal of a male child’s foreskin).  As it is written 
in the book of Genesis, Abraham agrees to circumcise all of his male children, and, as his part of 
the covenant, God will make the Jewish people great. 
The ceremony of circumcision became known by the Hebrew word for covenant, “Bris” (or “Brit” 
in sephardic Hebrew). 
 God’s part of the agreement was that he would make Abraham’s “seed” like the “sands 
of the sea and the stars of the heavens”.  Though the ancients believed that this meant that 
Abraham’s descendants would be prolific and have many children (as many offspring as the stars 
of the heaven and the sands of the sea).  Later commentators believed that the statement had 
quite a different meaning.  Like the sands of the sea when placed under extreme heat will fuse 
into glass, so the Jewish people, when exposed to crisis will become one, no matter how divided 
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they were before.  As the stars of the sky light the way for the sailor so that he may navigate his 
course, so, too, the Jewish people will be a “light unto the nations”. 

So, Abraham promised God that he would circumcise his offspring as a symbol of his 
loyalty and God promised Abraham that he would unify the Jewish people and make them an 
example for others to follow. 
 
MOSES’ COVENANT – THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 
 
 As Noah’s covenant included the world and God, and Abraham’s covenant included a clan 
with God, Moses’ covenant, though made with the Jewish people, was meant to include both the 
Jewish and the world community.  The Jew by acceptance of the Ten Commandments was to set 
the example so that others would follow.  These commandments are the focal point of the course 
and your Confirmation year.  By understanding these ten precepts, you will begin to understand 
the central ideas of the faith of the Jewish people. 
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QUESTIONS: 
 
Read each question and answer it using the information that has been given to you. 
 
1. In your words, define covenant. 

 
 
 

2. If God is Universal, what does that mean? 
 
 
 

3. What are the three most important laws in Noah’s covenants? 
a.  

b.  

c.  

4. If Jews follow Abraham’s covenant and the Ten Commandments, what is the reason for 
Noah’s covenant? 
 
 
 

5. What is the difference between the covenants of Noah and Abraham? 
 
 
 

6. In Abraham’s covenant – 
a. What is God’s part? 

 
 
 

b. What is Abraham’s part? 
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