
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMANDMENT VIII. 
 
 
 

THOU SHALT NOT STEAL. 
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THOU SHALT NOT STEAL 
 
OBJECTIVE 
The objective of this particular chapter is to show the reader that there are many different types of 
stealing. Yet there is just one kind of honesty. Rather than letting the fear of being caught stop 
one from stealing, added to the shame and possible embarrassment, there should be a basic 
integrity and honesty from within. 
 Of all the commandments that have been dealt with so far, not one of them has been 
broken and bent more than this one. The dictionary has over a hundred different words that 
mean “To Steal”.  You can steal by burglary or by embezzlement. There is theft, robbing 
someone, or shoplifting. You can pick someone’s pocket, plagiarize someone’s work, swindle, 
pilfer or loot. In other words, there are hundreds, if not thousands of ways to steal something 
from someone. But there is only one way that you can be honest. 
 There is a tale told in the Talmud (a book of Jewish Law) that tells the story of a Judge who 
used to let all the thieves that he had on trial go free. Yet to all of the people who bought stolen 
goods, he gave the highest possible sentence. A lot of people were extremely upset at this 
“double standard”. So one day, the Judge invited his critics to an open field where he gave some 
pieces of meat to a few weasels who ran to their holes immediately to hide their food.  Soon the 
weasels came back to the Judge for more. This time, though, the Judge filled their holes in with 
dirt and then gave the weasels a second helping. When the animals found that they didn't have a 
place to put their food, they came back and laid the meat at the Judge’s feet. The moral of the 
tale is simple: If the thief has no place to sell his stolen goods, he will not steal. The person who 
helps is just as guilty as the person who does the stealing in the first place. 
 Just as there are many people involved in thievery, there are many different types of 
stealing. There are far more than just the kind of theft that involves direct action, such as 
someone with a gun robbing a bank. There is the thief who misrepresents what he is selling 
through mis-advertising, concealing defects, or exaggeration. The Talmud gives an example of 
this by talking of the mistake of putting a layer of shelled peas above a bushel of peas in the pod.  
This was done to fool a buyer into believing that he or she was purchasing peas that would not 
have to be shelled. No lie is ever told, but because the appearance is deceiving, the seller is 
taking advantage of another person’s ignorance and that is stealing. 
 Many times, we have the tendency to think that if someone is rich, or if a company, a 
store, or a government has a lot of money, then it is alright to cheat and steal from them. To 
some, it is perfectly fine to steal from an insurance company by filing a false claim, or to steal 
from the government, but it is a sin and a crime to take anything from your friend. This kind of 
thinking is what is known as a double standard and is, in fact, stealing too! 

The deterrent that should stop us from stealing is our desire to have a good reputation. The 
reason we should be honest under any condition is because we have a certain integrity in our hearts 
and in our minds. There is nothing that can prevent someone from stealing. All of the police forces 
in the world, and all of the laws the courts can think up can try to prevent it, but, no matter what, 
it will never stop a determined thief. Some people make their entire living at finding loopholes in 
laws. Anyone who is active in enforcement will tell you that where there is a will, there is a way.  
The only real guard against dishonesty is the honesty within each person. 
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CASE STUDY 
A young man went into business making a certain kind of button.  In his second year he was 
overjoyed when he received an order for thousands of his buttons from an extremely large 
corporation. Each year the order was increased and each year he expanded his operation to keep 
up with the amount ordered. It did not take long before all of his business was being done with 
just this one corporation. Suddenly, the president of this corporation called and told the young 
man he wanted to buy the button at a substantially lower price…a price, which would give the 
man hardly any profit at all. When the manufacturer told his customer this fact, the customer said 
that he knew this fact. He said, “Why do you think we gave you the business in the first place? 
We knew sooner or later you would have to meet our terms. Now you have to dance to our tune 
or get out of business”.  
 
Do you think that the corporation president is stealing by taking advantage of his position, or 
should businessmen be like that? 
 
 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS 

1. In another example, if a drug company knows that a lifesaving drug can be produced at a 
very low cost and sold at an extremely high one, does it have the right to withhold the drug 
from anyone who can’t afford the price?  Why?  Why not? 

 
 
 
 

2. What does the expression “Double Standard” mean? 
 
 
 

3. Give three forms of stealing that you might see on a daily basis. 
 
 
 
 

4. What is meant by the following statement? “The reason we should be honest is because we 
have a certain integrity in our hearts and minds.” 
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