
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMANDMENT I. 
 
 
 
 

I AM THE LORD THY GOD. 
THOU SHALT HAVE NO OTHER GODS BEFORE ME. 
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I AM THE LORD THY GOD. 
THOU SHALT HAVE NO OTHER GODS BEFORE ME. 

 
GOALS: 
 

i. To understand the major impact of God for the Jew. 
 

ii. To show the varied beliefs in God. 
 
MONOTHEISM 
 
 No one can tell the individual Jew that this is God.  The Jew has no one belief in God – the 
Jew believes that God is one.  In other words, there are many different beliefs as to the nature of 
God or what God can or cannot do.  Though there are some Jews who believe that God is all-
powerful, there are others who believe that God is “imperfect”. 
 Judaism as a faith gives you many different alternatives to choose from.  It does not tell 
you which alternative to choose.  It merely states without hesitation that God is one.  This is called 
“Monotheism” (the belief in one God).  The watchword of the Jewish people, “Hear O Israel, the 
Lord our God, the Lord is One” means to most Jews that to believe in more than one God is 
against Jewish tradition and law.  Yet, there are Jewish thinkers who believe that what the 
“Shema” (the watchword of the Jewish faith) is really saying, as well as the First commandment, 
is simply that God is only one – that Jews are many and we must help God to help us by “hearing” 
or obeying his ethical laws or commandments. 
 
 Still others attempt to define one God in terms of definition.  The following are some of 
those God concepts: 
 

1. Omnipotent – God is all-powerful. 
 

2. Omnipresent – God is throughout the world and everywhere there is to be. 
 

3. Omniscient – God is all knowing. 
 

4. Universal – God is not just in or for one group of people, but throughout the world. 
 

5. Particularistic – God favors one people above all others. 
 

6. Naturalist – God is the God of nature.  He created the world and that which is in it, but is 
a neutral or non-active force in human events. 
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7. Existential – God gives us the choices of right and wrong, good and evil, but we are the 
ultimate deciders of our “fate” by the choices we make.  In other words, God gives us life 
– life is just time and space – we the human beings have to fill it. 

 
8. Fatalistic – God determines our entire life for us before we even begin.  We just play out 

our part in the divine drama. 
 

9. God is a King – Like an earthly king, we are God’s subjects, but he determines whether we 
live or die. 
 

10.  God is helper and protector – God’s primary role is to answer our prayers. 
 

11.  God the Creator – God created the earth and expects the human being to perfect it.  Like 
the divine watchmaker, he started it running, but it’s up to us to keep it going. 
 

12.  God is Love – The world is a natural place where the law of nature is the law of the land.  
The “Law of Nature” is that “it’s a dog eat dog world” where “only the fittest survive”.  
When you love and/or care about someone more than you care about your own survival, 
and/or your own comforts, that is “supernatural” and that is God. 

 
There are hundreds of different philosophies related to the concept and beliefs in God.  There is 
no right one – except the right one for you.  It is thought that by setting up for another person 
what God should mean to them, you are disobeying the first commandment.  In other words, by 
someone attempting to force you to believe in their concept of God, they are, in effect, putting 
another God before you. 
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QUESTIONS: 
 
1. What does Monotheism mean? 
 
 
 
 
 
2. If a Non-Jewish person were to ask you, “what do Jews believe God is”, what would you 

say? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What is your own belief in God? 
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