
How to Host a                          

house party 
A house party can be a great way to raise money by 

bringing together friends, family, and neighbors at 

your home (or restaurant, community center, etc.), 

and create a social event with a fundraising pitch to 

support an important issue. 
 

HOW TO DO IT 

The first part is just like throwing a dinner party: 

make the space nice, make it fun (consider music 

and food), and invite as many people as you can.   
 

Then, you plan it like any other meeting, where you 

prepare an agenda or schedule.  Because house par-

ties are more social and informal, just make sure 

you’ve identified beforehand a clear goal and pro-

gram for the event. 

 

SETTING A GOAL 

Decide how much money you want to raise.  Give 

some context around that: “I want to raise $500, 

which will help our group meet our overall goal of 

raising $60,000.” 

 

MAKING A PLAN 

Decide how many people you need to get there and 

how will you will go about doing that: “I want to 

raise $500.  If people can give about $50 each, that 

means I need ten people giving $50 each.  If I want 

ten people to give, I probably need to get twenty 

people to my house. To get twenty people to my 

house, I should plan on some people who say they’ll 

come not actually being able to make it, so I should 

get thirty people to say yes. To get  thirty people to 

say yes, I should ask sixty people. So the first step is 

building a list of sixty people I can ask.”   

 

That might seem like a lot, but if that’s what you 

need to actually raise $500, start thinking through 

how you can do it.  If you don’t have sixty people  

you can ask, you can ask someone you know to give 

you ten names of people they will ask, or you can 

ask someone to co-host the house party with you.   

 

You’ll know best how much you can ask people to 

give and what percentage of the people who are 

showing up will give.  Maybe most of the people 

you’re asking are used to giving money, so you can 

expect more than half the people to show up to 

give.  Or maybe you have a list of people you can 

ask who have already said they are interested, so 

instead of half the people saying yes to coming to 

the house party, you want to plan on two out of 

three people saying yes.  But whatever it is, you’re 

not going to have one hundred percent of the           

people who show up give, and you’re not going to 

have one hundred percent of the people you ask 

show up – so make a plan that will allow you to hit 

your goal.   

 

Here are the key questions:   

1. How much do you want to raise?   

2. How many people do you need to give?   

3. How many people do you need to show up to 

get the right number who will give?   

4. How many people do you need to say they will 

be there?   

5. How many people do you need to ask to come 

to the house party?   

6. How will you ask them:  phone, email, social  

media, through friends asking friends? 

The Voces Solidarity Challenge is a project of             

Congregation Shaarei Shamayim in collaboration 

with Voces de la Frontera and  Centro Hispano,              

co-sponsored by Madison-area 

Urban Ministry and Wisconsin 

Faith Voices for Justice. 



CREATING AN AGENDA 

You will have a good sense of when you want to kick 

off the meeting part of the house party and how             

formal or informal you want to structure it.  Here’s a 

sample agenda that outlines how you can get to some 

of the key things you want to accomplish. 

 

Do introductions: 

Depending on the size of the house party, you might 

want to have people introduce themselves.  When they 

go around the circle you can have people share why 

they came or what concerns them about the issue.  If 

there are too many people, you could have people 

turn to their neighbors and share with just one or two 

people. 

  

Share your personal story:   

Your guests will want to hear about what motivated 

you to organize a house party.  Why is this issue               

important to you? 

 

Offer context around the issue: 

Help people understand the extent of the problem and 

how what you’re doing will address the problem.  Give 

some background on the organization and what the 

money you’re raising will be used for. 

 

Ask people to donate: 

The most important part is to ask people to make a 

donation.  Tell people how much you want them to 

give.  Make sure they understand that they can give 

more or less than the requested amount.  Encourage 

people to give right there.  If they cannot give right 

there, make a clear plan for when and how they can 

give.  They can fill out a pledge form or make a verbal 

commitment. 

 

Making it Creative 

Some things that might think about doing at your 

house party: 

1. Use a video, photo, or news article that helps tell 

the story of the issue you are working on which will 

motivate people to give. 

2. Make the evening fun by adding music, a game, or 

some kind of activity such as a Euchre tournament, 

a hootenanny if you have musical friends, a cook-

ing class or cooking contest, wine or beer tasting, 

or a mini-workshop if you have an interesting skill. 

The Voces Solidarity Challenge goes through 

the month of April. 
 

Checks should be made out to Voces de la 

Frontera and sent to Voces Solidarity              

Challenge c/o Congregation Shaarei            

Shamayim, P.O. Box 5081, Madison, WI 

53705. 
 

To set up a fundraising page with our crowd

-funding site click on the link on our website 

at www.shamayim.org/Voces-Solidarity-

Challenge. 
 

If you do not wish to set up a fundraising 

page but want to donate online go to 

www.vdlf.org and click on Donate. 

Joe Brusky  

Voces Solidarity 

Challenge 


