
Seven Reasons Why We Give to the Sustaining Our Future Fund 
By Steve J. Stern and Florencia E. Mallon 
  

We want to participate in building a great financial foundation for Congregation Shaarei Shamayim, our 

amazing and vibrant community, far into the future. Here are seven reasons we decided to give. 
  

First, Rabbi Laurie. Rabbi Laurie is an amazingly talented and versatile rabbi and spiritual leader. She's an 

intellectual who inspires us to rethink important issues, in dialogue with Jewish teachings. She's also an 

activist, in the tradition of Isaiah, who challenges us to pursue social justice. She's a spiritual counselor 

who has offered us Jewish wisdom and perspective in moments of personal or ethical crisis. And she is so 

much more. 
  

Second, inclusive Jewish community. For Shaarei Shamayim, these are not simply words, but a way of 

being and doing – including an aspiration to do better. The culture of inclusiveness happens in so many 

ways. One of the most beautiful is the tradition of never requiring tickets for anyone to be able to attend 

High Holiday services. 
  

Third, participatory community. The participation that Shaarei Shamayim inspires is powerful – from 

potlucks, to social action, to spiritual reflection, and more. The range of volunteers called to bless the 

Torah in High Holiday services is inspiring. Even more inspiring is simply to observe how many people 

choose to participate throughout the year, not as a result of pressure or coercion, but rather capacity and 

desire. 
  

Fourth, social justice. We're a community of seekers of social justice, in dialogue with Jewish values and 

community yet not focused on Jews only. In times when xenophobia has been unleashed against refugees 

and immigrants, we are proud of the work Shaarei Shamayim has done to support Voces de la Frontera.  

  

Fifth, fearlessness on touchy topics. Shaarei Shamayim is a culture unafraid to discuss difficult topics in full 

knowledge that we may not all agree on them. Here one can engage in truly frank, informative and 

challenging discussion of even the toughest topics, including Israel-Palestine issues, without fear of 

violating a taboo or fear that one will tear the culture apart. This is remarkable. 
  

Sixth, music and Cantorial Soloist, Michele Rozansky. The musical dimension of community and worship 

has become strong, responsive, and moving. A vibrant Jewish community invests in the music we cherish. 
  

Seventh, Shaarei Shamayim is the right communal place to "remember and sit with" our missing relatives, 

and to say Kaddish. Most of Steve's relatives were destroyed in the Holocaust. There's no physical site 

with their remains. Shaarei Shamayim is the community and place where we sit with our missing relatives, 

find some peace, and say Kaddish. It's also a place to remember and sit with Steve's uncle Shimon Weisz, 

who fought in the Underground. The accompanying poem about Shimon by Florencia tells a true story 

about why, for our family and so many other Jews, finding the right community to sit with one's missing 

relatives and say Kaddish is so important.  
  

Shaarei Shamayim is the inclusive, vibrant and progressive Jewish community where we choose to 

remember and sit with Shimon and our beloveds, far into the future.  

  

 

  

 


