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Part 1 

The year is 167 BC, the place is Greece 

King Antiochus rules over the Empire. 

As so many before him did and so many after him would, the king commands the Jews to assimilate into 

the surrounding culture. The king declares Jewish religious practice to be subversive, orders its cessation 

on pain of death and forces the Jews to worship Greek gods. The Jews are once again faced with the 

ancient dilemma: submit or revolt. 
  

The Hebrew Priest Matityahu chooses the path of resistance and becomes the leader of the movement. 

He goes so far as to kill a fellow Jew and his sons who had surrendered to Hellenistic worship and kills the 

Greek enforcer as well, causing him and his sons to have to take flight into the wilderness where he dies 

after a year. His cause is taken up by his son, Yehuda Maccabee, who creates and trains an army of highly 

successful guerrilla fighters whom he employs against the Greek empire as well as against Hellenized 

Jews. His revolt is successful. He reinstates Jewish religious observance and reclaims and purifies the 

Temple thereby insuring the reinstatement of freedom of Jewish practice and worship. For the moment. 
  

Part 2 

The year is 1933, the place is Germany 

In 12 years under Hitler's rule 11 million people, 6 million Jews, and 5 million others, are exterminated. 

Among them are 1 ½ million children. 
  

Part 3 

The year is 2016, the place is America 

On a Wednesday morning in November we wake up in a new and different world from the world we had 

known the night before. This new world is filled with old words from ancient times, times of determining 

your value by the color of your skin, of restrictions on speech, of legislated decisions over our bodies, of 

disallowable gender choices and practices, of unlivable lives being forced into existence by those who will 

not have to live them, of minimum wages below subsistence levels, of limitations on the care of the sick 

and the needy, of homogenizing diversity into one size fits all on pain of extradition, of environmental 

massacres, of disenfranchised scientific knowledge and of stacked courts, of gerrymandered districts, and 

of influences on our election by foreign and internal dictators. 
  

We are stunned. We hold our kids close. We are enveloped by feelings of disbelief, anger, sadness, and 

profound, fear-tinged despair. 

We grieve intensely and deeply. 
  

Mourning is valuable. It is also necessary; without proper mourning we will not be able to free ourselves 

for action. 
 

Still, mourning has a beginning, middle, and an end. Remaining stuck in mourning leaves us powerless to 

make change. Our souls clamor for relief. We need to deal with what is and move on. 
  

This is the lesson we have had to learn over and over again when the world has clattered to the ground 

around us. 

This understanding and the energy for creating the changes to which it leads does not come for free. 

But it will come. 

We need to do the work. 
  

Niemoeller had grafted this truth into our minds 80 years earlier: quote:  
  



First They came for the Communists 

And I did not Speak out 

Because I was not a Communist 

Then they came for the Socialists 

And I did not speak out because I was not a Socialist 

Then they came for the trade unionists 

And I did not speak out 

Because I was not a trade unionist 

Then they came for the Jews 

And I did not speak out 

Because I was not a Jew 

Then they came for me 

And there was no one left 

To speak out for me 
  

As Barbara Kingsolver says so well: Politeness and tolerance are no substitutes for morality. We need to 

stop shaming ourselves. We don't get a free pass for good behavior. 

Speaking up and not speaking up have consequences. 

We need to do the work. 

This means lending our ears fully to the sounds of needs unmet and to devise and apply strategies for 

repair. 

We need to think through our truths and share and meld these with those of others for the good of all. 

We need to take risks. 

We need to protect our children from bullying, lest they become bullies themselves, protect them from 

predatory behaviors, lest they absorb that devaluation is their lot. 

We need support others who do this work in the search for the humanization of our behavior and our 

governance. 

We need to do this “doing” for protecting the values we cherish. 
  

And after all that 

We need to take thoughtful moral and ethical action. 
  

A young teacher in Theresienstadt is given a maple sapling by a German guard. She and the children plant 

the sapling amidst the ashes on Tu B’Shevat. They water it with part of the small rations they are given. 

The tree survives. Some of the children and their teacher survive. After the liberation they replant the tree 

by the crematoria where 38,000 lives were terminated. On this day cuttings from their tree grow at Yad 

Vashem and elsewhere in our world. 
  

They cleaned the Temple and the light shone for eight days. One light, glowing still, illuminating our path. 
  

This is the light of Tikkun Olam, the work of The Healing of The World. 
  

This is the work we need to do. 


